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‘Abiding Love Lutheran Church

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040
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Come
Celeoate

Dec. 19, 6-8 pm—L.iving Nativity by our Middle School
Dec. 20, 8:30 am—Advent 4 Worship with Holy

Dec. 20, 11 am—Christmas Cantata by our Choristers ,

Christmas Eve:

We invite you to join us!
Youth Group - including live animals!
Communion & Instrumental Ensemble

Instrumental Ensemble, and a children’s
chorus

_Jesusl!
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Dec. 24, 6 pm—Candlelight Worship Service
Dec. 24, 8 pm—Candlelight Service with Mixed Blessings
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Love Letter No. 1240

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

December 16, 2009

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Diane Albin
(Home: 301-9059)
E-mail: Diane_Albin@gwot.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
2 & 3 Year Olds — 2nd Story, 1st room on left
Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, 1st room on right
1st & 2nd Grades — 2nd Story, 2nd room on left
3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Story, 3rd room on left
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room, last on left
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2, Worship Citr.
Adult “Value-Packed Parenting” — Library, Worship Citr.
Adult Book Study “Mere Christianity” — Activity Center

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFEF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis

Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Full-time program: M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
(Part-time program: T-F, 9:00 a.m. - [:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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Celebate
_Jesus!

Our Christmas Card to You...

Dear Friends in Christ,

It continues to be a privilege and a joy to serve with you in the mission and ministry of
Abiding Love. We thank you for your support, and encouragement. The partnership that
we share in

doing God’s work is a blessing that gives purpose to our lives.

We know that all things are made possible through the power of God’s Spirit of love made
known to us through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ..

May the miracle of Christmas which is the gift of Jesus bring you hope, joy, peace, and love
today and in the New Year.

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV:
JESUS, God with us!

<eee

M God is with us... we need not fear.
b4 God is with us... we have everything we need.

: God is with us... we are never alone.

L] “They shall name him Emmanuel,” which

: means, “God is with us.” —Matthew 1:23
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Pastor David Fetter Pastor Lymnse Sorensen

Kann G. Lewis

Joan Hokanson Dona Brooks
Laurie Donovan Sherry Petriella
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*+% STATISTICS *1*

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH:
Worship - 80 (8:30) + 118 (11:00) = 198 (Total)
Sunday School - 82
*Offerings - $12,199.56 (General Fund) + $2,055.00 (Debt Fund)
*Qther Offerings - $8,912.50 (Capital Appeal Fund) +
$80.00 (Food Pantry) +
$50.00 (Evangelism) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH:
Worship - 70 (8:30) + 138 (11:00) = 208 (Total)
Sunday School - 66
*Offerings - $9,159.25 (General Fund) + $2,015.00 (Debt Fund)
*QOther Offerings - $5,842.50 (Capital Appeal Fund) +
$110.00 (Undesignated Memorials) +
$150.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$1,185.00 (Staff Christmas) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 20TH:

“Fourth Sunday in Advent”

Micah 5:2-5a

Psalm 80:1-7

Hebrews 10:5-10

. i Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 27TH:
“First Sunday of Christmas”

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

v MEMORIALS:
General Fund
For Robert Galamore by Annette Smith, Greta Rymal

Gifts & Memorials
For John Hitzfeld & Lillian Carr by Peggy Suggs.
For Douglas Luedecke by Pete Luedecke.

Daily Devotions for Advent 2009
—written and illustrated by OUR MEMBERS!

Even though the Advent season will soon be over, the devotions
are timeless and meaningful, and the drawings by our children are
precious! Please pick up this wonderful booklet and be blessed by
the meditations written by members of our church family.

Food Pantry

We need help during the holidays picking up bread
and pastries on Saturday or Sunday mornings. If you
and your family can help on Saturday or Sunday morn-
ing, please contact Pat Hohertz, 282-1616.

On Monday, December 21st, we will continue to have parents shop
for their children for Christmas toys. We can still use toys for any
child, especially for boys, or gifts appropriate for every age. Used
toys may be donated if they are like new. We have lots for children
ages 3 and under.

Diane McGowan, Food Pantry Coordinator, 892-4416.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

A Christmas Message from Presiding Bishop Mark S.
Hanson, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, he saved us...” -- Titus 3:4-5a

Into this shadowed world light shines and joyous voices sing. Glad
tidings cheer the heart and liberate hope. “A child has been born for us, a
son given to us” (Isaiah 9:6). God our Savior has appeared!

God’s saving goodness and loving kindness have arrived in Jesus, the
Word made flesh. Though hidden in the humility of a manger, and later in
the scandal of the cross, God’s promise is being made good in plain sight
for all to see, in a life of generous mercy, richly poured out for all.

“See, your salvation comes,” the prophet wrote (Isaiah 62:11). God’s
faithfulness to God’s promises calls us to a new hope, for the hope of eter-
nal life is an inheritance that we can enjoy today in lives of generosity and
compassion, joy and peace.
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You Are Invited!

Bring your family and friends
to celebrate the season with us...

Abiding Love Lutheran Choristers
and
Instrumental Ensemble

present a musical worship service...

Come, Celebrate Jesus

Sunday, December 20, 2009
11:00 a.m.
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31 HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.....PEOPLE..
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IN REHAB: Clif James, West Oaks Rehab & Healthcare Center
Johnnie Strickland, The Summit at Westlake

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Blake Johnson
Mike Graeber
Elaine Schultz

HOME FROM EYE SURGERY: Gloria Kizer

SCHEDULED FOR SURGERY: Diane McGowan (Dec. 22)
Charlie Lunday (Jan. 4)

DEATHS: Jean Westmoreland, mother of Kelli Westmoreland
grandmother of Jackson Westmoreland
Eldor Umlang, uncle of Charlotte Ballard

PRAYER-REQUESTS:

** Sam Olson

** Harley Fetterman
** Helen Page

** Ruth Heidemeyer
** Steve Essinger
** Tricia Slovacek
** Don Morris

** Rachel Buie

** RV Davis (David Davis’ father)

** Joyce Baran (Trey Huddleston’s mother)

** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister)

** Christa Kay Bell (newborn) & her parents, Ronda & Brent Bell
(relatives of the Thonhoffs)

** Susie Brown at The Summit in Westlake

** Dana Owens (friend of Susan Heidemeyer)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt)

** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

** B.L. Parker

** Carolyn Johnson

** Edna Graeber

** Amber Karley

** Jason & Susi Thonhoff

** Camille Lunday

** Christian-Charles dePlicque

Prayers of safety for the following:
** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army
** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force
** MSgt Michael Eichler with the US Air Force
** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines (home from Iraq)
** For all those in the military services overseas
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“Warm greetings to you all from the Artic. So wish | could be with
you during this Holiday Season, but we are one in our Blessed
Savior no matter the distance physically. Thank you for all the
prayers and support.

I am still in the Cancer Unit at the hospital but full of faith. Truly,
Jesus is the Reason for the season!

Hyvééa Joulua ja lloinen Uutta Vuotta 2010! = Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year 2010!

Love from Christian-Charles and the Reindeers!”
Finland
vy v v

Ushers are still needed!

To sign up to help, please contact our Usher Coordinators, Lloyd &
Karin Matthys, 512-295-4033, or Imatthys@austin.rr.com
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December: ! )
20—Christine Austin, Tom Hokanson, 'ﬁ- }'fﬂp}l‘lj ﬁ

Blake Matejowsky, Sammie Thomas ! P E il
21—kyl6 Daloy . Birthday! |§
22—Hugh Krause, Daneen Machicek R ey e P
24— aura Bost, Kevan Drake, Rose Leoni
25—Diane Albin
26—Madison Lewis
27—Daniel Page
28—Sherri Karley, Paul Schattenberg
29—Joshua Ryon
30—J.D. Bostick
31—Amanda Kunz, Mary Margaret Anthony
January:
1—Travis Gonzalez, Cheryl Lundberg
2—Jared Clarkson, Andrew Olson, Kora Renfro, Matt Wyatt
3—~Clark Beach
4—Murray Collins, Karron Lewis
6—Di Brophy
8—John Kuntschik, Coleen Thompson, Kelly Wyatt

Help Christmas Happen at Dell Children’s Hospital!

Please read the following note from Abiding Love member, Amber
Karley. Amber is a student at Texas Lutheran University where she
met her dear friend, Amberlyn Fett. Amberlyn has Cystic Fibrosis.
Thanks for considering helping with this worthy cause!

Dear Abiding Love,

In spite of dealing with her recent double lung
transplant, Amberlyn Fett is focused on making sure that the
Amber's Angels® Christmas Gift Bags project at Dell Children’s
Medlical Center goes forward this year.

Amber’s Angels are looking for donations of ALL NEW
items. Books, toys for 2-18 years of age, fleece blankets, pre-
mature baby clothes, and stuffed animals.

Due to her own situation, Amberlyn is way late in asking
for donations. Please participate if you can; Amberlyn doesn't
want her medical circumstances to affect the Amber’'s Angels
mission of getting the gift bags distributed to the children in
the hospital at Christmas.

Please open your hearts and see if you can help.
Amberlyn feels helping others in this way is her calling in life.
All donations should be mailed to:

Amber's Angels

P.O. Box 1220

Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Checks should be made payable to SWCM, Inc.

Or, if you would rather put the items or monetary
donations in a box at Abiding Love this Sunday, 20th, I will pick
them up and take them to Amberlyn. Please call 512-695-5087
to reach me, Amber Karley, for any questions, or email me at
a_karley@yahoo.com.

Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity.
Please spread the word and keep Amberlyn in your prayers.

Always,
Amber Karley

For more information about Amber’s Wﬁ
Angels, go to: M

www.ambers-angels.org
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To Audrey Lehman, Rosa Hatfield and Georgia Wood for as-
sembling the Annual Reports on Friday, Nov. 6th.

From the Christian Service Board to the OWLS Koinonia Group
for providing dinner at Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian
Church for their IHN guests on Thu., Dec. 10. Thanks, also to
Joel Lehman for serving as the overnight host that evening. The
families enjoyed the special meal and the fellowship.

To thank the Alpha Delta Kappa (ADK) Society- Beta Phi Chap-
ter for their generous donation of food and toys for our Food
Pantry. (Dolly Atkinson, Drenda Haddock, Kay Martin, and Kim
Thonhoff are members of this service organization.) The contri-
butions were a needed addition to our Food Pantry outreach in
December. Thanks for the kindness shared.

To all the members of the WELCA Circles who helped feed the
students who attended the Wed. night dinner (Dec. 2nd) at the
Lutheran Campus Ministry building at UT. It was a delicious
meal with delightful fellowship. Thanks to Mary Fetter for mak-
ing this service opportunity available to our Circles. Thanks,
also, to all who served from the WELCA Circles and an extra
special thanks to Dennis Broste & Royce Abrahamson for their
support.

From the Tuesday Morning Bible Study "God Chicks" to Joan
Hokanson for organizing our rich Christmas study in December.
We appreciate your email reminders and your enthusiasm
about the studies. Thank you for keeping us on track!

From the Naomi Circle to Sherry Abrahamson for hosting our
December luncheon in her home. We give thanks for her heart-
warming hospitality and wonderful morning spent in Christian
fellowship. Thank you, Sherry, for all the many extras you pro-
vided to help all of us enjoy the Christmas season to its fullest!
(Thanks to all the Naomi Circle members for the delicious sal-
ads and desserts!)

To the women of the church for sponsoring the Advent Brunch

on Dec. 5th: Hannah Circle — the Devotion; Naomi Circle — the
Food; Ruth Circle — the Ornament Exchange; Sarah — Set-up/

Decorations.

To Paul Atkinson, Pat Dove, Lloyd Matthys, and Peggy Suggs
for helping at the monthly Property Workday on Sat., Dec. 12th.

To all who participated in our Christmas Caroling to the home-
bound and those in care facilities. Special thanks to the Parish
Fellowship Board (Shirley Lifsey, Director) for the Soup Supper
following, and to the Youth & Children’s Ministries Board
(Marian Hollien, Director) for the special “Abiding Love Christ-
mas Cards”.

To Karron Lewis & Philip Drake for the beautiful duet, “He
Came”, at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service on Dec. 13th.

To the Mixed Blessings and “Friends” for presenting their
“Christmas Card 2009” Worship Service of Music and Message
on Sunday, Dec. 13, 11:00 a.m. It was a beautiful and inspiring
experience!

To the Parish Fellowship Board members for coordinating the
Party following the Sunday School Christmas Program., and for
assembling the “Merry Christmas Goodie Bags” for all the chil-
dren and families. Thanks also to everyone who shared snacks!

Form Pastor Fetter for your prayers, cards, phone calls, and
expressions of care concerning his day surgery on Nov. 30th.

From Pastor Fetter to the members of our women’s Ruth Circle
for the most loving “appreciation gift card”.

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Jan. 6th. Please
get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Jan. 4th.

Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-

written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

The new LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE is available from the Church
Office for $28.50. Make checks payable to Abiding Love.

A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOU

It is our prayer that the gift of our recent “IMAGINE” emphasis for ALLC
and YOU will continue to be a blessing for our church and for each of you.
As you celebrate Christmas and look forward to the New Year, we pray
that you will continue to have a yearning for a closer walk with God and
make prayer a part of your daily life.

As you pray daily with faith and sincerity, you will see God’s influence in
your life as you receive divine guidance, strength and blessings. God loves
you so much and is anxious to help you as you turn to Him in prayer.

Let Him know you need his love to guide you. Ask Him for what you need
and pray for his blessings in all that you do. Praise Him with prayers of
gratitude for what he has given you. Praise Him with prayers of thanksgiv-
ing for giving us the gift of his dear Son Jesus Christ to die for our sins.
May this gift of love bless you at Christmas and each and every day.

By Annette Smith-ALLC Spiritual Team

“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
—Matthew 21:22 NIV

More thank you notes:

¢ To everyone who contributed items for the Children’s “Goodie
Bags” that were distributed after the Sunday School Christmas
Program.

¢ To the members of the Bowie High School Student Council for
their very generous collections of peanut butter and oatmeal for
our Food Pantry!

¢ To everyone who supported our “Angels in Our Midst” program
which supports our Children’s Center Staff. Thanks also, to
Laurie Donovan, Children’s Outreach Ministries Board Director,
for coordinating this wonderful project.

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love with our
community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the
love Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by:

e  Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully
and freely to the Lord;

e  Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing
respect and love for all;

e  Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

e  Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

e Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

e  Demonstrating love through actions;
° Being excited for Jesus; and
e  Praying frequently.




...YOUTH PAGE...

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S

Secret of the Blue Pig

In January, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will
be presenting free educational workshops,

= “Parents, Kids and Money Matters” for ages 6 to
* 10, and “Parents, Teens and Money Matters” for
ages 11 to 14.

The workshops are designed to help parents
teach young children and teens about responsi-
ble money management. The classes will take
place in the 2nd Story Commons Area during the
education hour in January.

Sunday, January 10, 9:45 a.m.—Ages 6 to 10 “Kids”
Sunday, January 17, 9:45 a.m.—Ages 11 to 14 “Teens”

For more details and RSVP dates, see flyers that will be in-
serted in the Sunday bulletins beginning this Sunday, Dec. 20.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
Sunday, Dec 20th - Regular Sunday School
Sunday, Dec 27th - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.O.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

WOr'ds.
L

R.O.C.K. sponsors:
Jared & Callie Clarkson :FJEEE ﬁ.!ru.hm
Angela Renfro “rOCK
Jeff Roberts Marieew 1o

Audrey Huddleston, Alex Edmundson, and Bethany Sump attended
the 2009 Women of Faith Revolve Tour (for young women) in Nor-
man, OK on December 11th & 12th with sponsors, Angela Renfro
and Callie Clarkson.

We have 11 youth and 3 sponsors attending the ELCA Southwest-
ern Texas Synod Senior High Youth Gathering at the Onmi Austin

Southpark Hotel December 28th—30th. All R.O.C.K. youth will be

performing skits for the Bible Studies!
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KUDOS!

Thank you to our Christian Education Board (Cindy Atwell, Director)
for presenting the Sunday School’s Christmas Pageant, “Live from
Bethlehem” on Sunday, Dec. 13, 6:00 p.m. Special thanks to the
cast of our children and youth; Directors, Lisa Krabbenhoft and
Heather Leonard; and all other support people who served as
pianist, sound technicians, props & costume coordinators, song
leaders, and Sunday School class teachers. It was a most joyful
blessing to all who attended!

From Cindy Atwell, Director of Christian Education: “Thank you to
all the children who participated in the Christmas Pageant, ‘Live
from Bethlehem’. Thanks also to all who helped out and especially
to Lisa Krabbenhoft and Heather Leonard for directing!”

Middle School Youth Group

Our "Off the Bench" pledge has rocketed off with middle schoolers
making commitments to share their time and many talents with the
congregation. Watch for them as they play music, sing, act, and
give this holiday season.

Sat., Dec. 19, 6 - 8 pm -- Living Nativity
Contact LUAnn Glowacz, 394-0355
N Marian Hollien, 892-1475
or Jeri Lynn Sump, 288-1495
to participate!
Sr. High Youth, also!

Participants be at church by 4 pm to
help set up and also prepare for parts!
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Sun., Dec. 20, 11 am -- Christmas Cantata featuring a special
children's chorus

Sun., Dec. 27, 6 pm -- Middle School family dinner followed by a
special "Pastor Lynnae’s Choice" movie about
Queen Esther.

Mon, Dec. 28, 9 am or 12:30 pm -- Food Pantry workday, sign up
with LuAnn to help at the Food Pantry and
receive volunteer credit for school!

For information, contact sponsors LUAnn Glowacz (394-0355 or
luann@glowacz.com) or Jill Hokanson (484-1313 or jillhokan-

You Are Invited...

Baccalaureate
Saturday, December nineteenth ten thirty a.m.
Two thousand nine Chapel of the Abiding Presence

The Board of Regents, Faculty and Graduates

of

Texas Lutheran ‘University

announce that
Daniel Paul Hofmann
is a candidate for the degree of
Bachelor of Arts
in
Theology/Youth Ministry
At the Commencement Ceremony
Saturday afternoon, December nineteenth
Two thousand nine
Three p.m.
Jackson Auditorium
Texas Lutheran ‘University

Note: Daniel is a former member of Abiding Love, and the son of
Paul & Barbara Hofmann. “CONGRATULATIONS, Daniel! Thanks
be to God!”

Note: Ruth Esther Stevens, also a former member of Abiding Love,
is receiving a Bachelor of Arts Degree. Ruth is the daughter of
Peggy and David Stevens. “CONGRATULATIONS, Ruth! Thanks
be to God!”

son@gmail.com) to volunteer.

Children’s Center Corner

All of us at the Children’s Center send you greetings this holiday
season. May your hearts be filled with love and joy this Christmas,
and best wishes throughout the coming year!

%ﬁa

Donna Eastty, ﬁﬁﬁ *'@ gt
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Director
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