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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 

Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
               (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
               E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
               E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
               (Home: 301-9059)  
               E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
               Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
               2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
               Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
                Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
               2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
               4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
               Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
               Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
               Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
               Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
              (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
              Phone:  892-4040 
              E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
              Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
              E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
               
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
              E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
              www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
              (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
              Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
              www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

Holy Communion will be served at both Worship  
Services on Sun., Dec. 7th and at 11:00 a.m. on  
Sun., Dec. 14th. 

The Tie That Binds 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS ACTIVITES 
 

“White Christmas” movie—Fri, Dec 5, 6:30 pm 
WELCA Advent Brunch—Sat, Dec 6, 9 am 
Christmas Play Practice—Sun, Dec 7, 9:45am 
Live Nativity—Sun, Dec 7, 6—8 pm 
Christmas Play Practice—Sat, Dec 13, 10 am 
Christmas Caroling—Sat, Dec 13, 4 pm, —
              followed by Light Supper at 6 pm 
Sunday School Christmas Program—Sun,  
              Dec 14, 6 pm—followed by Christmas 
              Party for everyone attending in Activity
              Center—bring your favorite finger food 
Children’s Center Sing-Along— 
                                      Thu, Dec 18, 11:30 am 
Choir Christmas Cantata with Instrumental 
              Ensemble—Sun, Dec 21, 11 am 
Christmas Eve Worship Services: 
Candles & Carols —Wed, Dec 24, 6 pm 
Candles & Carols with Mixed Blessings—
              Wed, Dec 24, 8 pm  



 
 
 

   Advent Thoughts & Prayers  
To Help Prepare For Christmas… 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

I have been doing some devotional reading to help me be more 
open to God’s coming. Yes, this is the Season of Advent, and Ad-
vent means “Coming”. 
 

This past Sunday we lit the first of four candles on our Advent 
Wreath— the candle of “HOPE”. The next three Sundays we will 
light the candles of “PEACE”, “JOY”, and “LOVE”. Pray with me for 
the coming (the “advent”) of God’s hope, peace, joy, and love into 
our hearts and minds. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, we must remember that  
Jesus Christ often comes into our lives when we least expect him. 
Let us use this Season of Advent to keep our hearts and minds; our 
homes and families, open to his coming. 
 

Please keep the following prayers close by, and use them often to 
help this occur for you, and your loved ones: 
 

“Holy Child of Bethlehem, we humbly confess that as we prepare for 
your Advent our thoughts have been mainly on sending out holiday 
greetings and preparing our shopping lists. By the power of your 
Holy Spirit forgive our short-sightedness, and fix our attention on 
the earth-shaking and life-changing event we celebrate with your 
coming into the world. Amen.” 
 

“Ever-present God, may this time of Advent be an occasion for us to 
open our hearts to you. While we wait for Christmas as an opportu-
nity to celebrate your coming into the world in human form, make 
us aware that you are always ready to show yourself to us. Amen.” 
 

“O God, we know that you will never take your steadfast love from 
us, and we give you thanks that your Son has come into the world 
to share our joys and sorrows. Through his life, death, and resurrec-
tion, we know that he will reign eternally in the hearts of his follow-
ers, and of his kingdom there will be no end. Amen.” 
 

“Lord, like Mary, the mother of Jesus, we are often perplexed by 
your plans for us. We pray that like Mary, we may come to the reali-
zation that we can put our trust in you. Like Mary, may we be pre-
pared to hear your call and respond. ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord, let it be with me according to your word.’ Amen.” 
 

“O God, forgive us when we doubt your power. We confess that of-
ten we are tempted to handle life’s problems our own way. Forgive 
our weakness, and may the power of your Holy Spirit enable us to 
respond to your call as we put our faith and trust in you. Amen. “ 

 

“Come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in today. Come in to stay. 
Come into my heart Lord Jesus.” 

 

                                                    — Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

Children’s Center Corner 
 

We are so excited to announce that the Children’s 
Center now has a beautiful new floor throughout! 
The staff and parents of our Children’s Center want 
to thank all of you who participated in or worked on 
the Golf Tournament last spring. The proceeds 
from the tournament made our new floor possible.  
 

God bless you, Abiding Love, for continuing to sup-
port our children’s ministry. Doing so is an invest-
ment in the future of us all. 
 

Donna Eastty, Director 

 
 

 
From Pastor Lynnae 

 
As Christians we often fall into a time of sloth when it comes to 
spiritual devotions. In order to stay spiritually fit we need to have 
a well used ‘tool box’. This is the first of a series of articles on 
ways to spend a little time with God.  
 

When I lived in the Benedictine Monastery (that’s a story for an-
other time) I first learned of “Contemplative Prayer”. This prac-
tice of meditative prayer is as old as the Early Fathers of the 
church and was valued in writing as far back as the 4th century.  
 

This spiritual skill is a kind of prayer that involves neither spoken 
works nor images. It is sitting in silence, eyes closed and thinking 
on or resting with a word. This word is one chosen by you for your 
time in ‘unknowing’ or silence to see the word as a sacred word. 
As you ‘think’ on this word, turn yourself totally to God. Just 
breathe and think on your word – if you should wander, it’s ok, 
just return to thinking of nothing other than your word. You can 
try words such as ‘love’, ‘peace’, or ‘joy’. You could try more dif-
ficult words such as ‘embrace’ or ‘wisdom’. Take about 20-30 
minutes twice a day for this exercise.  
 

It is important to realize that the benefits of centering prayer are 
usually not found in the time during the prayer, but instead they 
are found in the day to day activities of your life after the prayer.  
 

Joseph G. Sandman wrote:  
“Those who regularly practice centering prayer have identified 
additional benefits. These include: greater access to God’s own 
wisdom and energy; a significant increase in creativity; a de-
crease in compulsive behavior; a reduction of painful emotions 
and negative thoughts and greater freedom to respond positively 
to them when they do arise; a greater ability to accept difficult 
situations with peace and joy; an expanded capacity to accept 
others on their own terms without judging them or desiring them 
to change; an ability to love others more selflessly; and a greater 
awareness of the presence of God in every person and situation 
we encounter.”  
 

I pray that you center your life in God and that you add this tool 
to your ‘faith box’!  
 
See you in church,  
Pastor Lynnae 

The Tie That Binds 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of… 
Rex Medcalf 

June 12, 1922—December 2, 2008 
 

Rex died peacefully at home, under hospice care, Tuesday 
evening, December 2nd, with his daughters Cheryl Henry, 
and Greta Rymal by his bed-side. 
 

We thank God for the life of our dear brother in Christ, and 
for the gift of his Eternal Life. Rex was a member of Abiding 
Love, since May 1981. Rex’s wife, Irene, preceded him in 
death on October 31, 2006. 
 

May the peace of the Lord Jesus be with Rex’s family, 
friends, and our Abiding Love Church family. 
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IN THE HOSPITAL:  Floyd Vowell, Brackenridge, Room 611 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Harley Fetterman 
 

HOME FROM DAY SURGERY:  George Hatfield 
 

HOME FROM EYE SURGERY:  Al Metz 
 

BROKEN GROWTH PLATE:  Taylor Lunday  
 

FRACTURED ARM:  Rosa Hatfield 
 

DEATHS:  Kenneth Linebarger, father of Nancy Ronshausen 
               Flora Friedrich, aunt to Judy Schlueter & Cindy Kunz 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Craig Hohertz                        ** Edna Graeber 
** Rex Medcalf                           ** Kris Griffin 
** Tom Thomas                         ** Charlie Lunday 
** Marilyn Segner                      ** Johnnie Strickland 
** Kay Nicholson                        ** Jane Bates 
** Travis Koehler                       ** Pastor Al Cope 
** R.H. Heidemeyer                   ** Meagan Prehn 
** Blake Johnson                       ** Amber Karley 
** Christian-Charles de Plicque 
 

** Dana Ehlinger (Peggy Suggs’ sister) 
** Erline Sommerfeld (Karan Heidemann’s mother) 
** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
              (Hazeldean’s son) 
** For Paul Molanphy’s family & the many children he treated, at his 
              death (Blake Johnson’s physical therapist) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Seth Burnett (Ann Willman’s grandson) 
** Leah, David & Baby Boy Wood 
** Joan Curry (Jodie Roberts’ grandmother) 
** Mary Essinger (Jesse & Marilyn’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Harold & Dorothy Albin (Ken’s parents) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth’s brother) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Chris Glaser serving in Iraq with the U.S. Army 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

Remy Oliver Martinez was baptized on Sunday, November 
30th. Parents are Keri Brophy-Martinez & Miguel Martinez. 
Grandparents: Di & Bill Brophy. Sponsors: Andra Brophy 
and Nicole Gordon.  
“We rejoice with Remy and his family at his baptism!” 
 

Kimberly Hatfield and Jon George are pleased to an-
nounce their marriage on November 22, 2008 in Austin, 
TX. Kim is the daughter of George and Rosa Hatfield. 
Jon & Kim live in Cedar Park and are members of Hill 
Country Bible Church Northwest. “Congratulations, Kim 
& Jon!  May God bless your life together!“ 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
Dec. 7—Johnny Austin, Michael Gonzalez, 

               Cole Lopez 
Dec. 8—Doris Grisham, Cori Shelly 
Dec. 9—Royce Abrahamson, Charlie Ashton 
Dec. 10—Mary Ann Eichler 
Dec. 11—Ann Lunday 
Dec. 12—Lloyd Matthys, Audrey Whitney 
Dec. 13—Harold Tiedt 
Dec. 14—Emy Griggs 
Dec. 15—Austin Van Dyke 
Dec. 16—Jo Ann Metz 
Dec. 17—Craig Kunz, Cynthia Langham 
Dec. 18—Dylan Kunz, Sue Milam, Crystal Stiegemeyer 
Dec. 19—Philip Drake, Charlie Lunday 
Dec. 20—Christine Austin, Tom Hokanson, Blake Matejowsky 

New Member Reception 
 

We will be receiving new members on Sunday, December 14th, 
at both worship services. An orientation session will be on 
Wednesday, December 10th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Anyone interested in becoming a member at this time is asked to 
please contact the Church Office, 892-4040, as soon as possible. 
Or, if you know of anyone who is interested in becoming a member, 
please pass on this info.  
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Help Wanted! 
Church-wide Family Workday 
Saturday, December 13th 

8:00 a.m. to Noon 
 

General housecleaning, mowing lawns, convert regular parking 
spaces to Handicap Parking 

Lunch provided: 
 hotdogs, chips, sodas and New York style chili 

All are Welcome! 
Sponsored by Church Properties Board 

Coming Soon! This Friday, December 5th, come to 
the Activity Center for a “Free Fun Night” to watch 
the classic movie, “White Christmas”, eat popcorn, and 
drink lemonade! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the 
movie starts at 7:00 p.m. 

                Live Nativity 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 7th for a Live 
Nativity.  Arrive anytime between 6-8 p.m., and 
hear our Middle School Youth tell the story of the 
Birth of Christ. The story will be told as you walk 
through our treed area for an outdoor Christmas 
storytelling straight from the Scriptures. After you 
have heard the Good News, plan to stay for fellow-
ship, hot chocolate, and hot apple cider. 

Children’s Outreach Ministries Board Dinner 
Monday, December 8th 

6:30 p.m. 
At Pastor David & Mary Fetter’s home 



 

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 7TH: 
“Second Sunday in Advent” 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:5-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 14TH: 
“Third Sunday in Advent” 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8,19-28 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD: 
Worship - 80 (8:30)  +  105 (11:00)  =  185 (Total) 
Sunday School - 89 
*Offerings - $4,806.50 (Current)  +  $455.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $55.00 (WELCA Thankoffering)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos)  + 
                            $40.00 (Angel Tree Gift Cards) 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE, NOVEMBER 26TH: 
Worship -  68 
Offerings - $1,915.00 (Current)  +  $50.00 (Debt Fund)   
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH: 
Worship - 87 (8:30)  +  107 (11:00)  =  194 (Total) 
Sunday School - 86 
*Offerings - $3,777.06 (Current)  +  $715.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $20.00 (Gifts & Memorials)  + 
                            $150.00 (Good Samaritan Fund)  + 
                            $80.00 (Angel Tree Gift Cards)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

3 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
Debt Fund  
      For Janice Marchand by Annette Smith. 
 

Gifts & Memorials 
      For Janice Marchand by B.L & Marcie Parker. 
      For Harvey Eckhardt by B.L. & Marcie Parker. 
      For Jimmie Hefner by B.L. & Marcie Parker. 

Food Pantry 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated goods to our 
Food Pantry for Thanksgiving! We also had a 
generous donation of over 2400 cans from Patton 
Elementary. If you know any Patton students, 
please thank them for their help.  
 

Because of your donations and the work of the youth, we have 
about 100 stockings to distribute to the young people whose parents 
come to the Food Pantry. This is absolutely wonderful! 
 

Our greatest need for December is small canned hams and 
other canned meats.  We also need shampoo, tooth paste, 
pasta, and peanut butter. No stocking stuffers are needed. 
 

In the month of November we served 197 households with 759 indi-
viduals. 202 of these individuals were new to our pantry.  
 

We will be open every Monday in December.  Some of our volun-
teers will be gone during the holidays, so we will need some substi-
tutes on Monday afternoons from 12:30 to 3:30 pm.  If you would 
like to help during this time or join our volunteer team on a regular 
basis, please contact Diane McGowan, dmcgowan3@austin.rr.com 
or 892-4416. 
 

Your support, and the work of the many volunteers who have served 
in the last year is greatly appreciated! 
 

Diane McGowan 
Food Pantry Coordinator 
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

            Wow!  End of November, Thanksgiving, Christmas shopping 
and decorations, and time for renewal, new commitments, rededi-
cation.  And what a wonderful congregation we have.  It is times like 
this that we come through with what is needed for the best or bet-
terment of all of us.  The Spirit moved very strongly among us last 
year and I hope and pray that will be the case this year too.  We 
need to finish the year on a good note, show our faith in action.  So 
come on gang, lets step up to the plate and do the right thing. This 
is God’s work we set out to do, so lets do it. 
 

ol’ uncle Erv 
Director – Stewardship & Finance Board 

Financial Peace University  
 

HOPE. There is hope in the midst of the countries economic 

drama. The hope is Jesus Christ, and through Financial Peace 

University, you can take control of your finances so that you are 

eliminating debt and finding peace about your financial steward-

ship.  
 

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that 

teaches you how to make the right decisions with your money. 

You'll be empowered with the practical skills and confidence 

needed to achieve your financial goals, and   experience true fi-

nancial peace!  
 

Join members of Abiding Love as they begin the 13 week 

course – Financial Peace University, Jan 18th, 6:00 – 8:15 PM in 

the Activity Center. For more information or to volunteer to 

help - contact Philip Drake or Steve Kikta.  
 

Needed: small group discussion leaders and scholarship gifts to 

assist needy families so that they can attend this class. 

                      Lutheran World Relief Sewing Kits 
 

Our last LWR project for this year is to collect items with fabric 
for sewing kits and/or to  collect only the fabric. Our goal is to 
get 20 different sets of fabric or kits.  
 

Each year, Lutheran World Relief distributes thousands of sewing kits over-
seas. Many are used in vocational training programs to teach young men 
and women sewing skills that they can use to earn an income.  
 

Each sewing kit includes the following items:  
3 yards of 44'/45" or 4 yards of 36" cotton or cotton-blend fabric. No 

knits/polyester.  
1 package of 10-15 needles for hand sewing  
1 spool of matching color of thread  
1 card of 6 or more 1/2" to 5/8" matching buttons 
 

Or we can send only the sewing fabric of the same amounts as shown 
above. No other items need to be purchased or donated.  
 

Thank you for opening up your hearts to be caring and sharing  
people of God. This project is sponsored by the Women of ELCA. Please 
place all donations in the bottom drawer of the armoire in the Reception 
area. If you have any questions, please call Barbara Tiedt, WELCA Secre-
tary of Stewardship, at 892-2264. 



 
Middle School Youth Group 

 
Dec. 7—6:00-8:00PM - Live Nativity 
               
Dec. 14—4:30—5:30 p.m. - Confirmation—
Assignment is the memorization of the Ten 
Commandments & Luther’s explanations 
from the Small Catechism. Class will end 
early in order to give participants in the 
Christmas Play time to get ready for it.  

 

                       4444thththth & 5 & 5 & 5 & 5thththth Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade  

 

 
 
Dec. 13—Meet at 4:00 p.m. at church to go 
                 Christmas Caroling  and hand out 
                 Christmas Story Booklets. 

    

Abiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s Choir    
Wednesday afternoonsWednesday afternoonsWednesday afternoonsWednesday afternoons    

4:304:304:304:30--------5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.  
3 year olds through 5th grade (two classes)  

Join us to sing a song of LOVE!  
For more information call: 892-4040 

 

All children are welcome to join anytime!All children are welcome to join anytime!All children are welcome to join anytime!All children are welcome to join anytime!    
No practices will be No practices will be No practices will be No practices will be held on Dec. 23rd & 30th.held on Dec. 23rd & 30th.held on Dec. 23rd & 30th.held on Dec. 23rd & 30th.    

 

Dear Marty,  
 

Do you believe in cyber bullying? We talk about it a lot in 
school. Bullying that is. What’s your take on this?  
 

Signed,  
Computer Cal 
 

 
Dear Computer Cal, 
 

I don’t believe in bullying any time. Jesus didn’t 
seem to either. Jesus rejected both Herod and 
Pilate, two historic bullies, but he never fought 
back with fists or nasty words. Bullying is a way 

to dishonor others. Usually bullies are people who don’t much 
like themselves and so they exercise power over others to feel 
something! If you are being bullied, talk to your parents, your 
teacher or any other adult that you think will listen. Mostly, 
remember; bullying is usually about the one doing the bullying 
not the one receiving the insult. It may be easier to stand up 
for yourself if you have others standing in support of you.  
 

I also want to be sure that you know that there are some 
things on the computer that are not right for you if you are at 
a certain age. If you are not old enough to have a ‘My Space’ 
then DON’T. Instead, take the time to get to know people one 
on one – person to person. The best way to make friends, even 
with a bully, is to spend time with them. Not on the computer 
but face to face.  
 

Signed,  
Marty 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 4—5:30PM - We are serving dinner for Interfaith  
                             Hospitality Network at Shepherd of the Hills 
                             Presbyterian Church. Contact Holly Ayoub, 
                             301-5438, if you can help. 
 

Dec. 14—6:00PM - Come watch or participate in the Christmas 
                                Play, then go to someone’s house (TBA) for 
                                a Christmas Dessert Party ! 
 

Dec. 28-30 - Five youth and 2 sponsors will attend the Sr. High 
                             Youth Gathering in Corpus Christi. The theme 
                             this year is “Divine Design”! 
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Sunday School Christmas Program 

 

The annual Sunday School Christmas Play is going to 
be held Sunday, December 14th at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Remaining Practices will be held on:  
Sunday, December 7th, 9:45 a.m., during the Sunday 
             School hour  
Saturday, December 13th, 10:00 a.m., dress rehearsal 
 

We also need a support team to help with costumes for 
each group; transitions from acting to singing; and set-up 
and take-down of props for the "Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever".  
 

If you need additional information, please contact Angela 
Renfro, 521-268-5995 or momof3@austin.rr.com or contact 
Jamie Villalobos, 512-507-8590 or JVillal624@aol.com  
 

We hope all of you can join us to watch or help with the 
best Christmas pageant ever! 



 
 
 
 

♦ From Margaret Dove, Membership Care Board Director, on 
behalf of the Photo Directory Committee, wishes to thank Betty 
Matejowsky, Hazeldean Dumler, Diane McGowan, Helen 
Page, Marilyn Essinger, Kim Thonhoff, Carolyn Johnson, Hal 
Schultz, Charlie Lunday, Ann Lunday, Debra Ayoub, Nader 
Ayoub, Dolly Atkinson and Blake Matejowsky. If anyone has 
been omitted, my apologies. My special thanks go to Pat Dove 
for surviving the cold dinners, late nights, and endless tele-
phone calling.  

 

♦ To the Patton Elementary students and staff for donating over 
2400 food cans and products to our Food Pantry.  A special 
thank you to Joel Lehman, Hazeldean Dumler, Colleen & Mor-
ris Thompson, and Janice Duncan for unloading and sorting 
the donated goods on Friday, November 21st.  Because they 
donated so many cans, we do not have to spend our money on 
canned goods, and can provide our clients with extra meat for 
the holidays. 

 

♦ To a member of St Martin’s Lutheran church for donating 
shampoo conditioner, toothpaste and tooth brushes for the 
Food Pantry.  

 

♦ To the youth and their sponsors for sewing and filling about 
100 stockings for children whose parents come to our Food 
Pantry. Thank you to all who donated candy, toys, and books 
for the stockings. 

 

♦ From Dona Brooks to all for your prayers and expressions of 
sympathy at the death of my sister, Shawn Arrington. Having 
the love and support of such a caring church family means so 
much, and I thank God for all of you. 

 

♦ From the Christian Service Board to all who donated money for 
twenty-five $20 gift cards for our Lutheran Social Services 
(LSS) Angel Tree project.   

 

♦ From the Christian Service Board to all who chose an Angel 
from our LSS Angel Tree, and so promptly brought back the 
gifts from the 30 Angel Tree Children’s wish lists. The gifts 
were delivered to the LSS Angel Tree location on Wednesday, 
December 3rd. Thank you so much for your generous support 
of this project!  Your gifts will make a difference in the life of a 
child! They will know that someone cares! 

 

♦ To Kim Thonhoff for the time and effort she spent coordinating 
the LSS Angel Tree project; setting up the beautiful display   
table; recruiting volunteers for each Sunday at the table; and 
for delivering the gifts. Thanks to Kay & Bill Nicholson for help-
ing deliver the gifts! 

 

♦ To Sergio Escobedo and Pastor Lynnae for sponsoring the 4th 
& 5th Grade Youth Group on Nov. 16th, as they prepared 
Christmas Story Booklets to give out during our Christmas   
caroling outing in December. 

 

♦ To Jeff Roberts, Nader Ayoub, and Lisa Beach for sponsoring 
the brief Sr. High ROCK meeting on Sun., Nov. 30th, and to 
the youth for helping decorate the church for Christmas, and 
for leading the “Blessing of the Greens”. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Dec 17th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Dec 15th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

                  ABIDING LOVE 
                 VISION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES 

 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 
 

Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 
and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 
respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

Thank You Notes continued: 
 

♦ To Karla Pavey for assisting Pastor Lynnae with Confirmation 
Class on Sunday, Nov. 23rd. 

 

♦ To Irene Chiang for  assisting Pastor Fetter with the Confirma-
tion Class on Sunday, Nov. 9th, and to Irene & David Chiang 
for providing the Lasagna Supper at Middle School Youth 
Group. 

 

♦ To Pat Dove, Paul Atkinson, Lloyd Matthys and Marian Hollien 
for helping on our Property Workday, Saturday, Nov. 15th. 

 

♦ To Barbara Tiedt for coordinating the “Women’s Thankoffering” 
on Sunday, Nov. 16th, and to those who participated in the ser-
vices, as well as all who brought love-offerings and food. 

 

♦ To Jeri Lyn Sump, Murray & Elizabeth Collins for serving as 
sponsors and drivers for the Jr. High Youth Gathering Retreat 
at Camp Chrysalis, Nov. 14-16. 

 

♦ To the Altar Guild for the beautiful Thanksgiving Eve Altar     
Arrangement. 

 

♦ To all who helped with decorating the church for Advent and 
Christmas on November 29th & 30th, and helped lead the 
“Blessing of the Greens” Worship Service on Sunday evening, 
November 30th. 

 

♦ To our “Children’s Alleluia Choir” for singing our Advent Wreath 
Song, “Light the Candle” on Sunday, Nov. 30th, at 11:00 a.m. 

 

♦ Thanks be to God! The Children’s Center has a new floor! 
Many thanks to all who supported our “Chip In For Children 
Golf Tournament” to make this possible, and to our Children’s 
Outreach Ministries and Church Properties Board for coordinat-
ing this project. 
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      Whose Birthday is it, Anyway?Whose Birthday is it, Anyway?Whose Birthday is it, Anyway?Whose Birthday is it, Anyway? 
                                   by Camille Challis 
 
 

I walked and ran and shopped all day! 
Whose birthday is it, by the way? 
So much I still have left to do 
practice, bake, wrap a few… 
I’ve spent a lot of money, yet 
I know I’ve still got more to get! 
Was up ‘til two again last night… 
somehow this picture isn’t right. 
It seems we give to everyone 
and they give back, and we have fun 
but once again I have to say 
Whose birthday is it, anyway? 
 

I know on mine, the folks I know 
give just to me, not Sam and Joe; 
So if the birthday of a King 
is why we party and we sing 
let’s not forget the reason why… 
this Birthday Boy came here to die. 
So give Him honor! Give Him praise! 
Give Him the gift of all your days. 
And when His birthday comes each year 
make sure He is the One you cheer. 
Don’t forget, the birth was real, 
His death to save, part of the deal 
Remember, running through the mall, 
it is HIS birthday, after all. 

“Give Back the Blessings” 
Ceremony & Celebration  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Recognizing everyone 
who served our Community through  
Christian Service Board programs 
at Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

 

Friday, December 12th 

7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Abiding Love Sanctuary 
 

Followed by a light dessert in the Narthex 

The Austin Saengerrunde Damenchor presents the annual 
WeihnachtskonzertWeihnachtskonzertWeihnachtskonzertWeihnachtskonzert    
(Christmas Concert) 

On Sunday, December 7, at 2:30 p.m.On Sunday, December 7, at 2:30 p.m.On Sunday, December 7, at 2:30 p.m.On Sunday, December 7, at 2:30 p.m.    
At the Austin Saengerrunde Hall At the Austin Saengerrunde Hall At the Austin Saengerrunde Hall At the Austin Saengerrunde Hall     

1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz Garten)1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz Garten)1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz Garten)1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz Garten)    
A Selection of German Christmas songs performed by the  

Damenchor (Ladies’ Choir) 
Maennerchor (Men’s Choir) and 
Gemischter Chor (Mixed Choir) 

Featuring the Saint Edward’s University Orchestra 
The Public is Cordially Invited!The Public is Cordially Invited!The Public is Cordially Invited!The Public is Cordially Invited!    

Communal Singing following the Concert! 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Join us for Christmas Caroling!Join us for Christmas Caroling!Join us for Christmas Caroling!Join us for Christmas Caroling!    

Saturday, December 13 

4:00 p.m. 

With a light supper following at 6:00 p.m. 

Meet in the parking lot in front of the Activity Center. 

AAAADVENT BRUNCHDVENT BRUNCHDVENT BRUNCHDVENT BRUNCH    
 

~A special invitation~ 
 

All women are cordially invited to join us for  
the annual Women’s Advent Brunch 

 

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday, December 6, 2008, December 6, 2008, December 6, 2008, December 6, 2008    
9:00 a.m.9:00 a.m.9:00 a.m.9:00 a.m.    

 

Activity CenterActivity CenterActivity CenterActivity Center    
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

7210 Brush Country Road 
 

No reservation required. 
 

The annual Ornament Exchange, will be coordinated by the 
Naomi Circle. Please remember to bring your wrapped ornament 
for the exchange. It is very exciting to see all the beautiful orna-
ments and really gets you into the spirit of the season.   
 

The Ruth Circle will provide us with an inspirational devotion, 
while we enjoy delicious food prepared by the Sarah Circle, and 
are surrounded by the beautiful decorations of the Hannah  
Circle.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

On Sunday, December 21st, at the 11:00 a.m.  

Worship Service the Abiding Love Choristers will 

present “Good News of Great Joy” by Bill & Robin 

Wolaver. There will also be a special appearance by 

the Children’s Alleluia Choir. 
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                                                             *  *   SERVING IN DECEMBER  *  * 

 
 

                                 8:30 a.m.                               11:00 a.m.                 
                                                    
 
ACOLYTES:                7—Sara Pavey                          Sarah Chiang 
                                   14—Audrey Huddleston              Katherine Albin 
                                   21—Kyle Huddleston                   Ben Collins 
                                   28—Bethany Sump                     Elizabeth Escobedo 
 
 
TRAY HOLDERS:        7—Emily Tharp                          Austin Rabb 
                                   21—Jay Urban                            (no communion) 
 
 
GREETERS:                7—Bill & Di Brophy                    Frances Brooks 
                                   14—Verla Cook                           Irene Chiang 
                                   21—Ross & Sylvia Davis            Marcy Cornell 
                                   28—Pat & Margaret Dove           Jorge Cox 
 
 
FLOWERS:                  7—Suggs 
                                   14—C. Lunday, Matthys 
                                   21—Lewis 
                                   28—Hatcher, Fetter 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD:            8:30 a.m.—Tricia Slovacek & Coleen Thompson 
                                   11:00 a.m.—Di Brophy & Ann Lunday 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:         8:30 a.m.—Kim Thonhoff (7th); Paul Mettke (14th); Drenda Haddock (21st); 
                                                                       Margaret Dove (28th) 
                                                 11:00 a.m.—Nan Hatcher (7th); Denise Alaimo (14th); Diane McGowan (28th) 
 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:                 8:30 a.m.—Kay Nicholson (7th); Gloria Rech (21st) 
                                                               11:00 a.m.—Janea Escobedo (7th); Paul & Dolly Atkinson, Karen Gonzalez (14th) 
 
USHERS:        8:30 a.m.—Peggy Suggs (7th) 
                      11:00 a.m.—Nader Ayoub (7th) & 14th); Charlie & Ann Lunday (21st) 
                                    
 
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:        Marian Hollien (7th); Bob Thonhoff (14th); J.D. Bostick (21st); Mary Fetter (28th) 
 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:   Naomi Circle 
 
 
CHOIR:                       8:30 a.m.—7th                11:00 a.m.—Cantata—21st 
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