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The Tie That Binds

Advent Thoughts & Prayers
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“Holy Child of Bethlehem, we humbly confess that as we prepare for
your Advent our thoughts have been mainly on sending out holiday
greetings and preparing our shopping lists. By the power of your
Holy Spirit forgive our short-sightedness, and fix our attention on
the earth-shaking and life-changing event we celebrate with your
coming into the world. Amen.”

“Ever-present God, may this time of Advent be an occasion for us to
open our hearts to you. While we wait for Christmas as an opportu-
nity to celebrate your coming into the world in human form, make
us aware that you are always ready to show yourself to us. Amen.”

“0O God, we know that you will never take your steadfast love from
us, and we give you thanks that your Son has come into the world
to share our joys and sorrows. Through his life, death, and resurrec-
tion, we know that he will reign eternally in the hearts of his follow-
ers, and of his kingdom there will be no end. Amen.”

“Lord, like Mary, the mother of Jesus, we are often perplexed by
your plans for us. We pray that like Mary, we may come to the reali-
zation that we can put our trust in you. Like Mary, may we be pre-
pared to hear your call and respond. ‘Here am |, the servant of the
Lord, let it be with me according to your word.” Amen.”

“0 God, forgive us when we doubt your power. We confess that of-
ten we are tempted to handle life’s problems our own way. Forgive
our weakness, and may the power of your Holy Spirit enable us to
respond to your call as we put our faith and trust in you. Amen. “

“Come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in today. Come in to stay.
Come into my heart Lord Jesus.”
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% 4 0 AL B -1 R
9, ,5l# 2 "™ ™ B+ 1 "4y
$1 4, ( .# "ot W9, 5 .
1A% Bl (0 ( , 5 A
1 Gr$ ", L R#( A ( #
o, ", 5 (#E2
G 2##." 12 ,4- L T ¢
G L S S I S
A
L) H

From Pastor Lynnae

As Christians we often fall into a time of sloth when it comes to
spiritual devotions. In order to stay spiritually fit we need to have
a well used ‘tool box’. This is the first of a series of articles on
ways to spend a little time with God.

When | lived in the Benedictine Monastery (that’s a story for an-
other time) | first learned of “Contemplative Prayer”. This prac-
tice of meditative prayer is as old as the Early Fathers of the
church and was valued in writing as far back as the 4" century.

This spiritual skill is a kind of prayer that involves neither spoken
works nor images. It is sitting in silence, eyes closed and thinking
on or resting with a word. This word is one chosen by you for your
time in “‘unknowing’ or silence to see the word as a sacred word.
As you ‘think” on this word, turn yourself totally to God. Just
breathe and think on your word - if you should wander, it’s ok,
just return to thinking of nothing other than your word. You can
try words such as ‘love’, ‘peace’, or ‘joy’. You could try more dif-
ficult words such as ‘embrace’ or ‘wisdom’. Take about 20-30
minutes twice a day for this exercise.

It is important to realize that the benefits of centering prayer are
usually not found in the time during the prayer, but instead they
are found in the day to day activities of your life after the prayer.

Joseph G. Sandman wrote:

“Those who regularly practice centering prayer have identified
additional benefits. These include: greater access to God’s own
wisdom and energy; a significant increase in creativity; a de-
crease in compulsive behavior; a reduction of painful emotions
and negative thoughts and greater freedom to respond positively
to them when they do arise; a greater ability to accept difficult
situations with peace and joy; an expanded capacity to accept
others on their own terms without judging them or desiring them
to change; an ability to love others more selflessly; and a greater
awareness of the presence of God in every person and situation
we encounter.”

| pray that you center your life in God and that you add this tool
to your “faith box’!

See you in church,
Pastor Lynnae
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:
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Coming Soon! This Friday, December 5th, come to
the Activity Center for a “Free Fun Night” 5 1!
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Live Nativity

Join us on Sunday, December 7th for a Live
Nat|V|ty Arrive anytime between 6-8 p.m., ,
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Children’s Outreach Ministries Board Dinner
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Help Wanted!
Church-wide Family Workday
Saturday, December 13th
8:00 a.m. to Noon
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New Member Reception

We will be receiving new members on Sunday, December 14th,
at both worship services. An orientation session will be on
Wednesday, December 10th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
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BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 7TH:
rripAREYETHE  Second Sunday in Advent”
WAY OF THE LORE
p— L Isaiah 40:1-11
= Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

2 Peter 3:5-15a

Mark 1:1-8

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 14TH:
“Third Sunday in Advent”

lsaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8,19-28

Financial Peace University

HOPE. There is hope in the midst of the countries economic
drama. The hope is Jesus Christ, and through Financial Peace
University, you can take control of your finances so that you are
eliminating debt and finding peace about your financial steward-
ship.

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that
teaches you how to make the right decisions with your money.
You'll be empowered with the practical skills and confidence
needed to achieve your financial goals, and experience true fi-
nancial peace!

Join members of Abiding Love as they begin the 13 week

course — Financial Peace University, Jan 18th, 6:00 — 8:15 PM in
the Activity Center. For more information or to volunteer to
help - contact Philip Drake or Steve Kikta.

Needed: small group discussion leaders and scholarship gifts to
assist needy families so that they can attend this class.

*+* STATISTICS *t*

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 23RD:

Worship - 80 (8:30) + 105 (11:00) = 185 (Total)

Sunday School - 89

*Offerings - $4,806.50 (Current) + $455.00 (Debt Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $55.00 (WELCA Thankoffering) +

$5.00 (Kairos) +

$40.00 (Angel Tree Gift Cards)

THANKSGIVING EVE, NOVEMBER 26TH:

Worship - 68

Offerings - $1,915.00 (Current) + $50.00 (Debt Fund)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH:

Worship - 87 (8:30) + 107 (11:00) = 194 (Total)

Sunday School - 86

*Offerings - $3,777.06 (Current) + $715.00 (Debt Fund) +

*Qther Offerings - $20.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$150.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$80.00 (Angel Tree Gift Cards) +
$5.00 (Kairos)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

¥ MEMORIALS:
Debt Fund
For Janice Marchand by Annette Smith.

Gifts & Memorials
For Janice Marchand by B.L & Marcie Parker.
For Harvey Eckhardt by B.L. & Marcie Parker.
For Jimmie Hefner by B.L. & Marcie Parker.

Food Pantry
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Our greatest need for December is small canned hams and
other canned meats. We also need shampoo, tooth paste,
pasta, and peanut butter. No stocking stuffers are needed.
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Give Back the Blessings!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
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Middle School Youth Group
Dec. 7—6:00-8:00PM - Live Nativity

Dec. 14—4:30—5:30 p.m. - Confirmation—
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Christmas Play time to get ready for it.
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Best Christmas
Fageant Ever

Sunday School Christmas Program

The annual Sunday School Christmas Play is going to
be held Sunday, December 14th at 6:00 p.m.

Remaining Practices will be held on:

Sunday, December 7th, 9:45a.m., " ,4 1 /",
/' "
Saturday, December 13th, 10:00 a.m., # 1 #F

We also need a support team
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"Best Christmas Pageant

Ever"
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We hope all of you can join us to watch or help with the
best Christmas pageant ever!

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.O.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

roigiH GRoDE

Dec. 4—5:30PM - We are serving dinner for Interfaith
Hospitality Network at Shepherd of the Hills
Presbyterian Church. Contact Holly Ayoub,
301-5438, if you can help.

Dec. 14—6:00PM - Come watch or participate in the Christmas
Play, then go to someone’s house (TBA) for
a Christmas Dessert Party !

Dec. 28-30 - Five youth and 2 sponsors will attend the Sr. High
Youth Gathering in Corpus Christi. The theme
this year is “Divine Design”!

Abiding Love Alleluia Children’s Choir
Wednesday afternoons
4:30--5:30 p.m.

3 year olds through 5th grade (two classes)
Join us to sing a song of LOVE!

For more information call: 892-4040

All children are welcome to join anytime!
No practices will be held on Dec. 23rd & 30th.

Dear Marty,

Do you believe in cyber bullying? We talk about it a lot in
school. Bullying that is. What’s your take on this?

Signed,
Computer Cal

Dear Computer Cal,
=
| Idon’t believe in bullying any time. Jesus didn’t

seem to either. Jesus rejected both Herod and
A '«-..__."Z)J'-r Pilate, two historic bullies, but he never fought
back with fists or nasty words. Bullying is a way
to dishonor others. Usually bullies are people who don’t much
like themselves and so they exercise power over others to feel
something! If you are being bullied, talk to your parents, your
teacher or any other adult that you think will listen. Mostly,
remember; bullying is usually about the one doing the bullying
not the one receiving the insult. It may be easier to stand up
for yourself if you have others standing in support of you.

| also want to be sure that you know that there are some
things on the computer that are not right for you if you are at
a certain age. If you are not old enough to have a ‘My Space’
then DON’T. Instead, take the time to get to know people one
on one - person to person. The best way to make friends, even
with a bully, is to spend time with them. Not on the computer
but face to face.

Signed,
Marty
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Whose Birthday is it, Anyway?
by Camille Challis

| walked and ran and shopped all day!
Whose birthday is it, by the way?

So much | still have left to do
practice, bake, wrap a few...

I've spent a lot of money, yet

| know I've still got more to get!

Was up ‘til two again last night...
somehow this picture isn’t right.

It seems we give to everyone

and they give back, and we have fun
but once again | have to say

Whose birthday is it, anyway?

I know on mine, the folks | know

give just to me, not Sam and Joe;

So if the birthday of a King

is why we party and we sing

let’s not forget the reason why...

this Birthday Boy came here to die.
So give Him honor! Give Him praise!
Give Him the gift of all your days.

And when His birthday comes each year
make sure He is the One you cheer.
Don’t forget, the birth was real,

His death to save, part of the deal
Remember, running through the mall,
it is HIS birthday, after all.

Join us for Christmas Caroling!
Saturday, December 13
4:00 p.m.
With a light supper following at 6:00 p.m.

Meet in the parking lot in front of the Activity Center.

ADVENT BRUNCH

~A special invitation—

All women are cordially invited to join us for
the annual Women’s Advent Brunch

Saturday, December 6, 2008
9:00 a.m.

Activity Center
Abiding Love Lutheran Church
7210 Brush Country Road

No reservation required.

The annual Ornament Exchange, will be coordinated by the
Naomi Circle. Please remember to bring your wrapped ornament
for the exchange. It is very exciting to see all the beautiful orna-
ments and really gets you into the spirit of the season.

The Ruth Circle will provide us with an inspirational devotion,
while we enjoy delicious food prepared by the Sarah Circle, and
are surrounded by the beautiful decorations of the Hannah
Circle. We look forward to seeing you there!

The Austin Saengerrunde Damenchor presents the annual
Weihnachtskonzert
(Christmas Concert)
On Sunday, December 7, at 2:30 p.m.
At the Austin Saengerrunde Hall
1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz Garten)
A Selection of German Christmas songs performed by the
Damenchor (Ladies’ Choir)
Maennerchor (Men’s Choir) and
Gemischter Chor (Mixed Choir)
Featuring the Saint Edward’s University Orchestra
The Public is Cordially Invited!
Communal Singing following the Concert!

"Give Back the Blessings”
Ceremony & Celebration

Recognizing everyone
who served our Community through

Christian Service Board programs
at Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Friday, December 12"
7:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Abiding Love Sanctuary

Followed by a light dessert in the Narthex

On Sunday, December 21st, at the 11:00 a.m.
Worship Service the Abiding Love Choristers will
present "Good News of Great Joy" by Bill & Robin

{ Wolaver. There will also be a special appearance by
L 1.,‘*-., [ATA the Children's Alleluia Choir.
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& P2, » ", s
GREETERS: 0&C*6 C (. , #C A#
&1 9 A F, 91 .4
"&7 ##6/.} # .9 , "
&? 6 4 4 90
FLOWERS: 0& /444
" &9 -7, . 1.#
"&- 5#
& 1
ALTAR GUILD: &$ /* A69 * ,$! #,
& C (4.61,,-",
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: &= $! 1! orj)? ™ A" 1) , A T#]
4 !
"t &8 , I 01 , # 1t I , G5, 1
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: &= .8 1% , 010G 7 1 "#
T &, D2 01172™m6 HAAM L, = LG ,>t> "
USHERS: &? 44. /7444 0]
" &8 1. "20v6" 1Jjor » 61,,-", . "#
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS: , ®* ,01JC 23! ,! I C# A "#1 . I

COFFEE SERVERS: 8 9 *

CHOIR: &0! " &9 , & "#

A
- ' d
ﬁjﬁ: the worl




