The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040
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INVITATION

SUNDAY
November 15, 9:30 AM
ONE service!

International Smorgasbord November 29th —

after worship

Bring your favorite
International side dish!
(meat provided)

Dates to remember!
November 22nd — “Response Sunday”

“Thanksgiving Sunday — the First
Sunday in Advent”

Sunday, November 29 — Blue Christmas Service , 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 5 — Women’s Advent Brunch, 9:00 a.m.
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Love Letter No. 1238

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

November 12, 2009

["%&~ Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Diane Albin
(Home: 301-9059)
E-mail: Diane_Albin@gwot.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
2 & 3 Year Olds — 2nd Story, 1st room on left
Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, 1st room on right
1st & 2nd Grades — 2nd Story, 2nd room on left
3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Story, 3rd room on left
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room, last on left
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2, Worship Citr.
Adult “Value-Packed Parenting” — Library, Worship Citr.
Adult Book Study “Mere Christianity” — Activity Center

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Full-time program: M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
(Part-time program: T-F, 9:00 a.m. - [:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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The Tie That Binds

imagine .
wein  imagine

Dear Friends in Christ:

Every Sunday is important for us as God’s people, but the NEXT 3
SUNDAYS have special importance for our congregation at this
time in our life together:

1t This Sunday, Nov. 15th, we will celebrate our unity with
one worship service at 9:30 a.m.

Pastor Jana Swenson with Kairos and Associates, our Christian
Consulting Resource Partner, will be the guest preacher.

| am praying that as many as possible of you will be present to
hear an “Invitation to Respond” that can have a major impact on
your spiritual growth in faith and commitment to Christ’s Church!

Following the worship service at 11:15 a.m., a potluck
smorgasbord will be served. You are asked to please bring a side
dish or dessert with an “international flavor”. Meat will be provided.
(Note: There will be no Sunday School.)

1 November 22nd will be “Response Sunday” when you
bring your giving plan to place on the altar in support of the 2010
Mission and Ministry of Abiding Love, as well as our 3-year Capital
Appeal.

These loving commitments are to be your celebration in praise
of Christ the King on this Festival Sunday that concludes the
Church Year!

T November 29th will be “Thanksgiving Sunday — the First
Sunday in Advent”. This will be a day to give thanks for your
generosity in support of our “ministry beyond belief!”

This day will also be an “Invitation to Christmas: Come
Celebrate Jesus!”

What do | IMAGINE will happen during these next three Sundays? |
imagine that God will bless us so that we might prove to be faithful
in our continued vision of a ministry and mission that is growing in
God’s abiding love, serving God by sharing God'’s love with our
community, and celebrating the love Jesus Christ has for all
people, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit!

Believing that with God all things are possible,
Pastor David Fetter
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1, 2, or 3?

G

Each Christmas my mom makes ‘Christmas Pudding’. It is
made of cranberries and it is smothered with warm butter
and spices (a little sugar in there too). | love it! It reminds
me of yesteryear and it comforts my heart. | know that
Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without it. The thing is, |
seem to be the only one who feels this way. It is a great
deal of work to make. The rest of my family can take it or
leave it. So I’m afraid my mother is going to conveniently
forget to make it again this year. My choice is 1) to get
over it, 2) to whine and complain so she will make it , or
3) to learn how to make it myself!

From Pastor Lynnae

The easiest thing to do is #2 - guilt my mother into it!
Maybe the smartest thing to do is “to just get over it’, then
it can be one of those memories that | dig out every once in
a while and sigh over. OR - | could get the recipe and try
my own hand at it!

If something is really important to you, in worship, fellow-
ship, membership care, maybe we have to look at the
options. 1-2-3. Please don’t wait to be asked. If it is impor-
tant enough to us - then we will jump in and do the work to
make it happen. I’m not sure if I’ll have Christmas Pudding
this year or not. What | do know is that whatever happens -
it is up to me. God help us.
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Can Altar

In the Old Testament, one of the first acts of worship was building
an altar. Abraham built an altar immediately upon arriving in the
land to which God sent him. Isaac built an altar by the well where
he had his dream. Jacob built an altar after the reunion with his
brother. Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David - they all built altars. This
Thanksgiving season Abiding Love is building a new altar! It is an
altar made of gifts to the Lord — a canned altar!
There is something special about building it
yourself! There is something special about
giving in general, but to see our gifts being part
of the altar that will hold the greatest gift of

all — the body and blood of Jesus Christ — Now,
that is truly special.

Bring your cans and help build an altar!

BIBLE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 15TH:
“‘Invitation” Sunday”

1 Kings 17:8-16
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

BIBLE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 22ND:
“Christ the King”

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

BIBLE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 29TH:
“First Sunday in Advent”

a
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Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36




*4* STATISTICS *t*

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST:
Worship - 85 (8:30) + 104 (11:00) = 189 (Total)
Sunday School - 60
*Offerings - $12,805.94 (General Fund) + $1,480.00 (Debt Fund)
*Qther Offerings - $350.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$76.50 (Carnival) +
$225.00 (Capital Appeal Fund) +
$25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$50.00 (Evangelism) +
$40.00 (Worship Supplies) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH:
Worship - 101 (8:30) + 102 (11:00) = 203 (Total)
Sunday School - 108
*Offerings - $9,741.50 (General Fund) + $1,520.00 (Debt Fund)
*Qther Offerings - $30.00 (Capital Appeal Fund) +
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$50.00 (Water to Thrive) +
$20.00 (Music Funds) +
$5.00 (Food Pantry)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

v MEMORIALS:
Capital Appeal:
For Fletcher Smith by Annette Smith.
For Kenneth Almquist by Dana, Marian & Kelsey Hollien,
Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump.
For Carl Borchardt by Dana, Marian & Kelsey Hollien.
Debt Fund:
For All the Saints of Abiding Love by B.L. & Marcie Parker.
General Fund:
For Clinton Willman by Peggy Suggs.
Gifts & Memorials:
For Dorothy Luedecke by Newton “Pete” Luedecke.
For Ron Duncan by Mona McMahan.
For Rex & Irene Medcalf by Cheryl Henry.
For Marilyn Segner by Cheryl Henry.
For Leonard Kriegel by Cheryl Henry.
For Kenneth Almquist by Cheryl Henry.

v SPECIAL GIFTS:

Capital Appeal:
In honor of Paul Mettke’s 70th birthday by Bill & Di Brophy.

In honor of our 10 new confirmands by Annette Smith.
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The Christian Service Board still has a few Angels (Foster Children)
who need sponsors for the LSS Angel Tree project. Please visit the
display in the church narthex and choose an Angel (Foster Child) to
support! Be sure to sign the “| Chose An Angel” clipboard if you de-
cide to sponsor a Foster Child. Directions for the sponsors can be
found on the display table. The gifts purchased need to be wrapped
in an open gift bag with the Angel tag attached. The gifts need to be
returned to the display table on or before Sunday, November 29. If
you choose an Angel soon, you’ll have plenty of time to shop for the
special gifts the Foster Child (Angel) has requested! When the gift is
returned, please sign the “| Have Returned My Gift” clipboard. (The
clipboards signatures help the Christian Service Board keep track of
the Angels, their sponsors, and the gifts purchased.) The LSS Angel
Tree gifts will be delivered to Lutheran Social Services on Monday,
November 30. The LSS Angel Tree party will be held in early De-
cember. Thanks for your help and support!

Also, in addition to the LSS Angel Tree gifts, the Christian Service
Board is asking for monetary donations which will be used to pur-
chase $20 HEB gift cards. These gift cards will be used by the fami-
lies of the LSS Angels (Foster Children) to purchase ingredients to
prepare a Christmas dinner for their holiday celebration. Thanks, in
advance, for your generous contributions. The donations can be
placed in the red gift, cookie jar at the display table or in the offering
plate. Cash or checks made out to “Abiding Love Lutheran Church”
with “LSS Angel Tree” on the byline will be accepted. A tax record
form to document your donation can also be found on the display
table. Thanks, in advance, for your contributions.

If you have any question about this LSS Angel Tree outreach,
please contact Kim Thonhoff at 282-4480 or Tom Hokanson at 892-
4139. Thanks again for “Giving Back the Blessings!”
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Eleventh 2009 Work Event!
Saturday, November 14
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
At a house in north Austin

For more information, go to www.1houseatatime.org

Many volunteers are needed to complete the job list of repairs and
improvements.
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Financial -
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A new class has been scheduled for January 27 through April 28, on
Wednesday evenings, at 7:30 pm. During Lent we will hold the class
right after the meal and worship service.

If your interested or you know some who is please have them email
or contact Philip Drake, 892-2978, or philip.drake@gmial.com to let
him know, and then register online.

This class is being offered at a reduced price for those people that
sign up for the next class before the end of November. Class cost is
$74 during this period. After that it will return to $93. Please let
Philip know and he will order the kits. A minimum of 8 participants
are needed to form a class.

To register, go to http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/church/ and put
in your zip code and look for Abiding Love class starting on Jan 27,
2010.

Food Pantry

soup, pasta, tooth paste, and shampoo. We have no

Our current needs are for canned meat, canned beans,
more children’s gently used books.

Our Bin Collection for November and December is new or gently
used toys for Food Pantry children of ages 1 - 12. Toys that are like
new are acceptable. If you have questions, please contact our
Food Pantry Coordinator, Diane McGowan, 892-4416 or

dmcgowan3@austin.rr.com
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IN THE HOSPITAL: Blake Johnson, Dell Children’s, PICU #246

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Tricia Slovacek
Steve Essinger
Sylvia Davis
Harley Fetterman

SCHEDULED FOR HAND SURGERY: Charlie Lunday, (Nov. 17)

PRAYER-REQUESTS:

** Donald Vowell

** Annette Smith
**B.L. Parker

** Rachel Buie

** Jean Westmoreland
** Carolyn Johnson

** Edna Graeber

** Seth Burnett

** Amber Karley

** Zolene Curlee

** Cole Hohertz

** Christian-Charles dePlicque

** Kelli Sims (niece of Lauri & Carl Schattenberg)

** Christine Thompson (R.H. & Ruth Heidemeyer’s daughter)

** Megan Thompson (R.H. & Ruth Heidemeyer’'s granddaughter)
** Ronda Bell (Thonhoff’s niece)

** Susie Brown at The Summit in Westlake

** [rma Andrews (Gary’s mother) at Regency Village Care Center
**Vicie Thonhoff (Bob’s mother)

** Robert Galamore (Pat Dove's brother)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt)

** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:

** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army

** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force

** MSgt Michael Eichler with the US Air Force

** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines, now deployed to Iraq

** For all those in the military services overseas

** For the soldiers at Ft. Hood who lost their lives, or were
injured, on November 5th, and for their families and
friends as they deal with this tragedy.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

November: Vo ? *
15—Emma Albin e by
16—Karen Huddleston -

18—Marcia Johnston, Brooke Marak,
Jason Meier, Sarah Prehn

19—Cheryl Henry

20—Ed White

21—Ken Albin, Danny Haverlah

22—Sylvia Davis, Anna Marie Gonzales

24—Hugh Heflin, Trey Huddleston, Paul Leonard,
Alan Matejowsky, William Metz, Sherry Petriella

26—Ben Collins

27—Audrey Huddleston

28—Polly Miller, Clyde Sutton

30—Don Kirkham, Jamie Villalobos

December:

1—Kristine Anthony, Nanette Dew, Jay Urban

2—Pat Andrews, David Kornfuehrer, Jonathan Mettke,
Karla Pavey

4—L aurie Donovan, Diane McGowan

5—Ben Fuelberg

PRAY WITH AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

Thankful thinking will help you respond positively to your
negative situations. When you are in turmoil or fear, get in to the
habit of picking the thankful parts out of your frustrations and hurts.
Thank God for your situation instead.

If your car has a flat tire, thank God you have a car and the ability to
go wherever you choose. If you become irritable with an employee
or employer, thank God you have work and for that person’s good
qualities.

We are taught that if we will practice something for 15 days, it will
become a habit. Praising God with “Thankful Thinking” can change
your life. Just imagine how brimming over your hearts will be by
Thanksgiving if you begin to pray in this way today.

By Annette Smith — ALLC Spiritual Life Team

Always give thanks for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus. Ephesians 5:20 NLT

Women’s Advent Brunch
Saturday, Dec. 5,
9:00 a.m.
Activity Center

All women of the congregation and their friends
are invited to join us for fellowship and brunch.
After brunch we will enjoy a devotional, sing-
ing, and the optional ornament exchange.
Please join us and invite a friend!

You are invited to a Blue Christmas Service
Sunday, November 29, 5PM
Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Will the Advent and Christmas season be difficult for you this year?
Have you experienced the loss of a loved one, the loss of health,
the loss of a job, family difficulties, financial difficulties, change in a
job, retirement, or any other causes of despair or frustration?

This will be a service of song, scripture readings, candles, prayers,
and meditation that will provide love, peace and hope while

acknowledging sadness and frustration that can i
i u | ﬁ

be provided, if needed, by calling the church
office (892-4040) or Mary Fetter (892-3925).

be heightened during this time of year. Rides will
This Advent and Christmas Season we celebrate

“mms 7 Jesus! Each Sunday of Advent, families will lead us
W——— inthe Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony. We will

# sing the sounds of the season with a hymn sing
Come about 10 minutes before each service begins (start
choosing your favorites now!) and we will recall the
Celebrate wonder of that first birth so long ago that brings us

1 JeSUS 1o celebrate Jesus!




Thank you very much!

From the Christian Service Board to the OWLS for their $220
donation toward the LSS Angel Tree outreach. Their contribu-
tion will be used to purchase 11 HEB gift cards for the families
of the foster children sponsored this year. The gift cards will be
used to purchase groceries for a special Christmas dinner. We
appreciate your help and support. Thank You!

From Sylvia Davis: “Thanks to Pastor Lynnae Sorensen for her
visit to the hospital to offer her concern and prayer before my
scheduled surgery. Thanks to Marcy Cornell for her visit and
meal after release from the hospital. Also, want to thank the
Membership Care Board for their cards, and Pastor David
Fetter for his phone call. It is a blessing to have such a caring
church family.”

From the Christian Service Board to those who have chosen
an Angel (Foster Child) to sponsor for Christmas. Also, thanks
to those who have donated toward the HEB gift cards. We ap-
preciate your generous support of the LSS Angel Tree out-
reach.

Kim Thonhoff would like to thank the office staff for their addi-
tional help with the Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Fam-
ily Ministry article for the Annual Report. Our committee appre-
ciates your thoughtful support.

To the members of the Youth Jazz Band who helped us all
celebrate All Saints Day on November 1st.

To Katherine Albin, Kyle Ayoub, Ben Collins, Macey Roberts,
Bethany Sump, and Jeff Roberts for leading the Children’s
Message at both worship services on Nov. 8th — “The Three
T’s of Stewardship: Time, Talents, and Treasures”.

To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Nov. 8th.

To everyone who contributed love-offerings of canned goods
for our Food Pantry on Sunday, Nov. 8th. (Note: Please bring
your donations as we continue to “build an altar” through
Thanksgiving Eve.)

To Brad Ballard, Bob Von Bieberstein, and Marvin Haddock for
mowing and caring for our church properties.

To Terry & Andrea Wyatt for weeding the flower beds.

From Marian Hollien, coordinator of the All Saint’s Eve
Halloween Carnival to everyone who helped and participated
in this year’s event on October 1st! More details about the
successful outcome will be published in the next newsletter.

From Becky Turner of Water to Thrive for our recent donation
of $3,500.00 (raised by our Middle School Youth!). She says:
“As a result of your generosity, the lives of children and families
throughout rural communities in Ethiopia and Sierra Leone are
being transformed forever. Thank you for helping us to provide
help and hope to some of the world’s poorest citizens through
the gift of clean water.”

BULLETIN BOARD

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Dec. 2nd
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon. Nov. 30th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

The new LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE is available from the Church
Office for $28.50. Make checks payable to Abiding Love.

Silent Auction

The women of the congregation give thanks to those who donated
more than 80 items to the Silent Auction, and to the many who bid
on the items. About $2300 was received. Winners who have not
yet picked up their items should check the box by the door in the
Workroom and submit their payment in the brown envelope.

The winner of the Star quilt was Pat Shields; Karron Lewis won the
Northern Woods quilt. We also wish to thank the women of Han-
nah, Naomi, Ruth and Sarah circles for the refreshments. The pro-
ceeds will be equally divided: One-third for Altar Linens with any
left going to the Activity Center floor fund, one-third to South Aus-
tin Assistance Ministry, and one-third to Water to Thrive.

SERMON SERIES: October 18—November 22

Oct. 18-"Looking Inward” by Marcy Cornell—A day to celebrate
faith-stories.

Oct. 25-"Looking Forward” —A day to celebrate hope & joy of the
growing faith in our children and youth.

Nov. 1-”Looking Backward”—A day to celebrate the Saints that
have gone before us.

Nov. 8-”"Looking Outward”—A day to celebrate the Community
Outreach Ministries of Abiding Love.

Nov. 15-"Looking Upward”—ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
AT 9:30 AM

Nov. 22-"Response Sunday”—We bring our “Covenants of Sup-
port” for the 2010 mission & ministry of Abiding Love, as well as our
3-year “Capital Appeal Commitments”!

vy v v
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ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love with our

community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love

Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by:

e  Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully
and freely to the Lord;

e Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing
respect and love for all;

e  Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

e  Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

e Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

e  Demonstrating love through actions;
° Being excited for Jesus; and

e  Praying frequently.




...YOUTH PAGE...
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Senior High Youth Group
“The R.O.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

R.O.C.K. sponsors:
Jared & Callie Clarkson
Angela Renfro
Jeff Roberts

Sr. High Parents Appreciation Dinner
Sunday, November 22
4:00 p.m.
At the Church

Sr. High youth are reminded to check their email for an
E-vite.

If you are planning to attend the Southwestern Texas Synod
Youth Convention, December 28th—30th, please turn in reg-
istration form and check by November 22nd. Check needs to
be made payable to Abiding Love.

Save the Date!
December 13, 2009
6:00 p.m.

Roles for this year’s Christmas Pageant are being assigned
during the Sunday school hour this week and next, so please
attend to choose your role.

Parents - The rehearsal for the pageant will be held Decem-
ber 12th from 9-11 a.m. and during the Sunday School hour
on December 6th and 13th.

NoyTH
“GROUP:-

Middle School Youth Group

For information, contact sponsors LuAnn Glowacz (394-0355 or
luann@glowacz.com) or Jill Hokanson (484-1313 or jillhokan-

Alleluia Choir

s The weekly practices will be on Wednesdays,
1. November 4th, 6:00—6:30 p.m. Heather
Leonard will be directing the children.

son@gmail.com) to volunteer.

Pray for our outstanding youth attending the Southwestern Texas
Synod Middle School Youth Gathering at Camp Chrysalis, Novem-
ber 13-15: Ryan Pavey, Evan Karley, Matt Perry, Kyle Huddleston,
Sam Collins and chaperone Murray Collins.

"Tis nearly the season for caroling, Christmas stockings, and Living
Nativity...Stay tuned!

“They were celebrating a bountiful harvest?
You mean the whole thing was about vegetables?

Children’s Center Corner

Last week | observed our teachers in the Pre-K
classes making corn cob dolls for the children. As
they held the materials in their hands and worked
them into a form resembling a person, | thought of
the verse in Psalm 139, which tells us of how God
knew us even as we were being knit together in our
mother’'s womb.

A poem in our handbook, there’s a similar theme. It says:
“Each little child God sends our way

is like a piece of fresh new clay.
‘Tis ours to mold and shape and trim

to make it pleasing unto Him.”

Donna Eastty
Director

v
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A report by Kim Thonhoff who actively participates in this
organization on behalf of Abiding Love:

RCAH Grants Funded

During the last week of October, the Religious Coalition to Assist
the Homeless (RCAH) gave agencies who applied for funding an
opportunity to share about their work being done to help the home-
less in our community. In order to receive funding from the
RCAH, the applicants had to 1) serve the homeless population in
Austin’s city limits; 2) provide beds for the homeless; 3) provide
case management services; and 4) provide services to help indi-
viduals or families move toward permanent and transitional hous-
ing. Twelve agencies applied for continued funding and 12 agen-
cies applied for expanded or new funding. For 2010, the RCAH
funded the following Grant Requests:

ANeWENtry....oooiiii e, $ 25,600.00
(081 r- L $ 43,000.00
Casa Marianella...........ccooveiiiiiiinn e, $ 30,000.00
Foundation for the Homeless.................. $ 48,500.00
Front StePS.....vee e i e, $111,000.00
Green DOOIS...ooovveee e ....$ 48,250.00
LifeWOrKS. ... $ 63,000.00
Mary House Catholic Worker................ $ 30,500.00
Salvation Army.......ccoovviiieiii e $ 25,800.00
Texas Reach Out.........ccovvviiiiiiiiinn, $ 60,000.00

VinCare Services of Austin Foundation.....$ 36,000.00

Front Steps .......ooovvvvveeviiiieeennnn......$ 15,000.00
Green DOOrS......vvevveiieiiieeenens .. ...$10,000.00
Texas Reach Out.........c.coovviiiininne, $10,000.00
Project Transitions...........cccocvvvvvvineennn $10,000.00

VinCare Services of Austin Foundation....$ 13,500.00

For 2010, the RCAH granted over $500,000.00 to the Agencies
listed above. These funds are provided by churches in Austin who
divert their drainage fees to the RCAH. At this time, 132 churches
are providing funding in this unique manner. The RCAH is still
recruiting other churches to join the cause. When churches collabo-
rate on a cause, it can have an amazing impact on the community.
The RCAH is definitely an excellent example of an awesome col-
laboration effort. If you would like to learn more about the RCAH,
feel free to browse the web site at www.rcahaustin.org. If you
would like to read more about the Agencies who applied for fund-
ing, contact Kim Thonhoff. She can share with you the 2010 Fund-
ing Requests notebook which was compiled by Leslie Weston
Hayes (Administrator) for the RCAH Board Members. The fund-
ing process is very informative and provides much insight into the
homeless situation in Austin. The RCAH is an exciting ministry! |
am thankful that Abiding Love is a partner.

A note from Nancy Shugart, and Luke:
Dear Abiding Love Family,

I won't be accompanying Nancy to Abiding Love any more. | will
miss all of you terribly!

| turned 11 years old on October 17, 2009 and my arthritis is begin-
ning to bother me a little too much. So Nancy has granted me full
retirement.

| graduated from Guide Dogs for the Blind in Boring, Oregon in
June 2000. Nancy said she fell in love with me the first moment we
met. Me too!

| was so excited the first time Nancy put the harness on me and |
got to show her all that | had learned in school. (wag wag) She put
her complete trust in me as | guided her around obstacles on side-
walks, warned her of low hanging tree branches, and even blocked
her from stepping out in front of cars when she didn't hear them.

Okay, there was that time when | went up to some construction
workers sitting on a bench and asked for a bite of their sandwiches.
Oops!

| tried to learn that, on rainy days, I'm supposed to take Nancy
around puddles, not through them as | walk myself around them.
But sometimes | still forgot.

I've had a wonderful working life. I've been a lot of places with
Nancy. Flight attendants on Southwest Airlines love me because |
always vacuum up peanuts. | really didn't mean to follow that pea-
nut trail all the way up to that other row of seats!

I've also tried to be a good Lutheran dog. | tried not to snore during
sermons, | only took communion when someone dropped some-
thing, and | tried to smile at everyone | met.

| still have a lot more | want to do in life. Now that I'm retired, | can
ask everyone | meet to pet me. And Nancy says she may bring a
new guide dog pup home one day. That will be fun!

I will miss seeing all of you on Sunday mornings. But you can
always stop by my house and pet me.

I love all of you! Thank you for all of the kindness F'
you have shown me!

All My Love,
Luke Shugart
(wag wag)

2 Please use the Table Prayer Cards
11714 .;5;:':. 1 1'1€* | enclosed in this newsletter.

We hope the prayers enhance your
meditation times; inspiring thankfulness for past blessings
and hopefulness for our future together at Abiding Love.
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“All right, Smenking...who misspelled ‘mecsage™?”
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A TRIBUTE TO OUR SENIOR MEMBERS

It is with much prayer and thanksgiving that we say thank you to all of you
who were a part of our original vision for ALLC in 1979. We thank you
for being an important part of our beginning at the bowling alley and our
“Holy Roller’s Ministry.” Thank you to our Senior Pastor for his dedicated
leadership as we continued to roll on and “Move Forward in Faith.” We [
say a special thank you also for each one of you who have joined ALLC

throughout these past 30 years. We thank all of you for the many blessings NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

o Zrisgiviey

you have shared in so many ways with our church, fellow members, the JR. HIGH GATHERING AT CAMP CHRYSALIS—Nov. 13 & 14
children and youth, our neighbors in the community and around the world. PROPERTY WORKDAY—Sat., Nov. 14, 8:00 a.m.

Thank you for being an important part of our “Ministry Beyond Belief.” NIA CLASS—Sat., Nov. 14, 9:00 a.m.

Thank you for “Stepping Forward in Faith” to help provide a new vision Sat., Nov. 21, 9:00 a.m.

for ALLC and a firm foundation for many generations to come; and fulfill Sat., Nov. 28, 9:00 a.m.

our mission to grow in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love SET UP FOR SUNDAY LUNCH—Sat. Nov. 14, 10:00 a.m.
Jesus Christ has for all people. ONE WORSHIP SERVICE—Sun., Nov. 15, 9:30 a.m.

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL—Sun., Nov. 15
CONGREGATION LUNCH—Sun., Nov. 15, 11:00 a.m.
GAMES & FELLOWSHIP—Mon., Nov. 16, 9:30 a.m.

“For we have become partners of Christ, if only we hold our first confi-
dence firm to the end.” Hebrews 3:14

Annette Smith, Membership Care Board

FOOD PANTRY—Mon., Nov. 16, 1:30 p.m.

Mon., Nov. 23, 1:30 p.m.
NOVEMBER SERVING LIST SARAH CIRCLE—Mon., Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m.
SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 15: BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., Nov. 16, 7:00 p.m.
Mon., Nov. 23, 7:00 p.m.
Mon., Nov. 30, 7:00 p.m.
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Nov. 17, 7:00 a.m.
Tue., Nov. 24, 7:00 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Nov. 17, 10:30 a.m.
Tue., Nov. 24, 10:30 a.m.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., Nov. 24, 7:00 p.m.

Welcome Team—Men’s Group

Flowers—Mettke

Lector—Audrey Lehman (9:30)

Altar Guild—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke (9:30)

Ushers—Lloyd & Karin Matthys, Verla Cook, Karan Heidemann (9:30)
Council Assistant—Steve Kikta

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22: LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.—
Welcome Team—Sarah Circle Tue., Nov. 24, 7:00 p.m.
Flowers—McGowan, Ashton ALLELUIA CHOIR—Wed., Nov. 18, 6:00 p.m.
Acolytes—]Jacob Hartzer (8:30) + Matthew Oertel (I 1:00) Wed., Dec. 2, 7:00 p.m.
Lectors—Marge Robison (8:30) + COMMUNITY OUTREACH BOLD STEP TEAM—
Dale Sump (1 1:00) Wed., Nov. 18, 7:00 p.m.
Communion Assistants—Willie & Jan Haas, Hazeldean Dumler (8:30) + FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Wed., Nov. 18, 7:00 p.m.
Janea Escobedo, Lenore Moltz, Wed., Dec. 2, 7:00 p.m..
Ruth Shane (11:00) WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., Nov. 19 9:30 a.m.
Altar Guild—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke (8:30) + Thu,, Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m.
Nan Hatcher & Helen Page (1 1:00) CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., Nov. 19, 9:45 a.m.
Ushers—Lloyd & Karin Matthys, Verla Cook, Karan Heidemann (8:30) + Thu., Dec.3, 9:45 a.m.
Terry & Andrea Wyatt (1 1:00) CHILDREN’S CENTER THANKSGIVING PROGRAM—

Thu., Nov. 19, 11:30 a.m.

Council Assistant—]Jill Feary CHOIR WOMEN—Thu., Nov. 19, 7:00 p.m

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29: CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m.
Welcome Team—Evangelism Board Thu., Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m.
Flowers—Mettke, Huddleston CHILDREN’S CENTER THANKSGIVING PROGRAM—
Acolytes—Ryan Pavey (8:30) + Kendra Dalley (11:00) Fri., Nov. 20, 11:30 a.m.
Lectors—Philip Drake (8:30) + ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION—
Bethany Sump (I 1:00) Sun., Nov. 22, 11:45 a.m.
Communion Assistants—Gloria Rech & Hazeldean Dumler, CONFIRMATION CLASSES—Sun., Nov. 22, 4:30 p.m.
Verla Cook (8:30) + MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH FAMILY SUPPER & YOUTH GROUP
Charlie & Ann Lunday, Hal Schultz (11:00) MEETING—Sun., Nov. 22, 6:00 p.m.
Altar Guild—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke (8:30) + SR. HIGH PARENT’S DINNER—Sun., Nov. 22, 4:00 p.m.
Nan Hatcher & Helen Page (1 1:00) THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION—
Ushers—Lloyd & Karin Matthys, Verla Cook, Karan Heidemann (8:30) + Wed., Nov. 25, 7:30 p.m.
Terry & Andrea Waytt (1 1:00) OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING—
Council Assistant—Barbara Tiedt Thu., Nov. 26 & Fri., Nov. 27

Coffee Service for November—Sarah Circle BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE—Sun., Nov. 29, 5:00 p.m.

WHAT IS PRAYER?

PRAYER IS SIMPLY TALKING TO GOD AS YOUR DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER. He made you in his own image and loves you. Ask him to
come into your life and to be with you throughout each day. By becoming closer to him, you will find answers and meaning for your life, no matter how
difficult it may seem. You can pray at any time, anywhere, and in any way. You can sit quietly and meditate or contemplate. You can be on a walk enjoy-
ing the beauty of nature or in traffic on the way to work. Perhaps you are awakening to a new day or ending a busy day. Either way, God is always there
for you no matter where you are. By praying you put your life in God’s hands. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my
fears. Psalm 34:4 NKJV By Annette Smith- ALLC Spiritual Life Team
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