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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 
Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Kids & Parents—2nd Story Commons Area 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “No Experience Necessary” — Library 
               
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church    
    
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULESUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULESUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULESUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE    
Alternative Worship ExperienceAlternative Worship ExperienceAlternative Worship ExperienceAlternative Worship Experience    

Come prepared to be in AWECome prepared to be in AWECome prepared to be in AWECome prepared to be in AWE    
August 30thAugust 30thAugust 30thAugust 30th    

    

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. ———— ”Kindermass”  ”Kindermass”  ”Kindermass”  ”Kindermass” with Holywith Holywith Holywith Holy    
                                                                                                                        Communion     Communion     Communion     Communion     
                                                                                                            ———— Blessing of Sunday School  Blessing of Sunday School  Blessing of Sunday School  Blessing of Sunday School     
                                                                                                                      Teachers & Staff  Teachers & Staff  Teachers & Staff  Teachers & Staff    
    

9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.9:45 a.m.    ———— RALLY DAY  RALLY DAY  RALLY DAY  RALLY DAY SunSunSunSunday School Openingday School Openingday School Openingday School Opening    
                     & Meet the Teachers                     & Meet the Teachers                     & Meet the Teachers                     & Meet the Teachers    
    

12:15 p.m.12:15 p.m.12:15 p.m.12:15 p.m.———— Picnic followed by games  Picnic followed by games  Picnic followed by games  Picnic followed by games     
                     (see art                     (see art                     (see art                     (see article icle icle icle on page 6 on page 6 on page 6 on page 6 for details)for details)for details)for details) 

The Tie That Binds 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org 

Jesus, Justice, Jazz Worship Service at Abiding Love, Sunday, August 23rd!Jesus, Justice, Jazz Worship Service at Abiding Love, Sunday, August 23rd!Jesus, Justice, Jazz Worship Service at Abiding Love, Sunday, August 23rd!Jesus, Justice, Jazz Worship Service at Abiding Love, Sunday, August 23rd!    



 
 
 
 
 
 

         Giving to God 
 

The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life! 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
I am very excited about a special Sunday sermon series that Pastor 
Lynnae and I will be giving September 6th — October 10th!  It will 
be based on a wonderful new book by Lutheran Pastor Mark Allan 
Powell, a Texan by birth. Dr. Powell is a Bible scholar and 
theologian widely recognized for his work in Spiritual formation and 
congregational ministries. He is a Professor of New Testament 
Studies at our Trinity Lutheran Seminary (my alma mater) in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
 

What can you expect from this sermon series? 
 

We all know that everything we have is a gift from God.  
But sometimes it’s hard to know just how to give back 
to God.  How much is enough?  What does the Bible 
really say?  What should giving look like in our everyday 
lives?  Filled with good news for followers of Jesus, 
Mark Allan Powell’s Giving to God shows Christians the 
way to a better life and a better relationship with their 
money — and with God. 
 

Powell presents stewardship as an act of worship, an 
expression of faith, and a discipline for spiritual growth.  
Faithful use of our time, talents, and money starts with a 
deep, satisfying relationship with the God to whom we 
belong. “We can then learn,” says Powell, “to give 
gladly and generously out of our heartfelt connection 
with God.”  Giving to God gives us resources for best 
using the treasures, material and otherwise, that God 
has given us. ** 
 
Let’s make a covenant together to make this opportunity a priority! 
 
                                                         — Pastor David Fetter 
 
** Information taken from Giving to God book cover. 

 
♥     ♥     ♥ 

 
  Praying for Rain 

 
From Pastor Lynnae 
 
The other day a member said to me, “Don’t worry, Pastor, 
God will send the rains”.  Funny, I pray for rain all the 
time, but you don’t see me carrying around an umbrella.    
I guess I believe that God is going to work on ‘weather 
channel’ timing.  You know, God is going to stir up the 
clouds and make them move in, in a circular motion from 
the coast just so we can all watch them on the radar 
screen.  I think it is easier to blame God for the drought 
than it is to believe that God is really taking care of us.  
I’m not sure why the cycle of seasons that God created is 
dried up right now, but I am sure that God is in charge.  If I 
believe in God and God’s mercy, then I don’t need to worry 
about the weather.  Instead, I celebrate God’s presence. I 
am thankful for the beauty of the seasons.  I will keep 
praying, because I know that God hears my prayers.  Maybe 
I should start carrying an umbrella.  
 

** Please remember that we never, no matter what our age 
or status, stop learning about God.  Join a Sunday School 
class, a Bible study, or a small group with inspirational   
devotions.  Make the NEW season one that includes ‘study’. 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
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ABIDING LOVE ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

Mark your calendars now for the afternoon of Monday, Sep-
tember 21 at Grey Rock Golf Club. Bring a team of four golfers to 
the annual Abiding Love Golf Tournament benefiting our Children’s 
Center Outreach Program. If you can’t play golf, there are many 
other ways to help.  
Complete the flyer in this newsletter or see the display in the 
Church Narthex to see how you can support this fun event. Lunch 
begins at noon with a 1:00 PM shotgun start. 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 30TH: 

“13th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

Psalm 15 

James 1:17:27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 6TH: 

“14th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 

Psalm 146 

James 2:1-17 

Mark 7:24-37 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 13TH: 

“15th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 116:1-9 

James 3:1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 
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It’s time to SING… 
 

Weekly Choir Rehearsals resume Thursday, 
September 3rd, 7:30 p.m. 
Make plans now to come to the first rehearsal! 
(Babysitting provided on request.) 
 

For more information, contact Karron Lewis, Choir Director 
Home: 892-3415 (after 6 p.m.) 
Work:  232-1776 
Email:  kglewis@mail.utexas.edu 



Lutheran Fall Festival 2009 — Marktplatz, Fredericksburg 
Saturday, September 19th, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  

This annual event, sponsored by the Hill Country Lutheran Men in Mission, 
provides funds to Cross Trails Ministry (our Lutheran camps) for special  
projects.  

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH: 
Worship - 76 (8:30)  +  113 (11:00)  =  189 (Total) 
*Offerings - $14,240.00 (General Fund)  +  $780.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $50.00 (Choir music)  + 
                            $250.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorship)  + 
                            $20.00 (Prayer Shawl Ministry)  + 
                            $10.00 (Prayer Garden plants)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $40.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD: 
Worship - 105 (8:30)  +  94 (11:00)  =  199 (Total) 
*Offerings - $5,477.25 (General Fund)  +  $1,240.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $20.00 (Choir music)  + 
                            $20.00 (Capital Improvement Fund)  + 
                            $646.70 (Water to Thrive)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $10.00 (Good Samaritan Fund)  + 
                            $200.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorship) 
*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
Debt Fund 
     For Marilyn Segner by Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump, Paul & Amelia Mettke. 
     For Travis Koehler by Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump, Paul & Amelia Mettke. 
     For Charles Donovan by Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump, Paul & Amelia Mettke. 
General Fund 
      For Marilyn Segner by Royce & Sherry Abrahamson, Elizabeth Segner, 
               Johnnie Strickland (for music) 
     For Travis Koehler by Royce & Sherry Abrahamson, Johnnie  
               Strickland (for music). 
     For Joe Lewis by Bill & Di Brophy. 
     For James Koetting by Bill & Di Brophy. 
     For Polly Tabor by Royce & Sherry Abrahamson. 
     For Jay Schultz by Annette Smith. 
Gifts & Memorials 
     For Marilyn Segner by Mr. & Mrs. Roland Hohman, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick  
               Hohmann. 
     For John Hitzfeld by Peggy Suggs. 
Piano in Music Room 
      For Marilyn Segner by Erv & Barb Merz. 
      For Travis Koehler by Erv & Barb Merz. 
♥ SPECIAL GIFT: 
       In honor of Christian-Charles dePlicque’s birthday by Annette Smith. 

Food Pantry 
 

We are now serving at least 50 families with about 
200 family members every week. About one-fourth of 
the people had never been to our pantry before. 
These families are struggling to feed their children and 
grandchildren.  We really appreciate your support.  

 

Our current needs are for canned meat, canned beans, soup, 
pasta, tooth paste, shampoo, and tooth brushes.  We also con-
tinue to need children’s gently used books.  
 

We will be closed on Labor Day, but open every other Monday.  
Some of our volunteers will be gone on Sept 14 and many of our 
volunteers are working at the golf tournament, so we will need 
some substitutes on Mondays, September 14th and 21st from 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m., and from 12:30 to 3:30 pm. If you would like to 
help during this time or join our volunteer team on a regular basis, 
please contact our Food Pantry Coordinator, Diane McGowan, 892-
4416 ,or dmcgowan3@austin.rr.com 

SERVING LIST 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH: 
Welcome Team—Evangelism Board 
Acolytes—Kelsey Hollien (8:30)  + Deanna Vowell (11:00) 
Flowers—OPEN 
Worship Assistants—Drenda Haddock (8:30)  + 
                                 Tim Sump (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Kay Nicholson, Verla Cook &  
                                       Hazeldean Dumler (8:30)  + 
                                       Paul & Dolly Atkinson, & 
                                       Helen Page (11:00)  
Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Amelia Mettke (8:30)  + 
                     Marcy Cornell & Karen Gonzalez (11:00) 
Ushers—Bruce & Cindy Atwell (8:30)  + 
             Charlie & Ann Lunday, Tim Sump (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Marian Hollien 
Coffee Service for August—Hannah Circle 
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Make plans to come and help with this 
Christian Service event on Saturday,  
September 12th, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. ! 
 

We will be helping a local low-income household make their home more en-
ergy efficient. There will be more information published on how we can help 
in the very near future. We can make a difference! Call Tom Hokanson, 892-
4139, for details.  
The house is located at 6414 Garden View Dr. 78724. 
 

Expenses for project: 
Weather stripping, solar screens, CFLs, gutter and  
downspout materials, general working materials                     $400 
Rain barrels                                                                             $140 
High efficiency washer                                                             $550 
 

Total Est. Cost of materials                                                      $1090 
 

Here is the work list for the event: 
Install weather stripping on front door- daylight is visible to the exterior.  
Stripping already exists and is in good condition, so this might need to be 
further evaluated. 

Install CFL bulbs in LR (3) and Bathroom (3 each BR), plus additional loca-
tions as necessary.  The bath lights will need to be coated (non-spiral), 
globe-style. 

Have a plumber look at kitchen sink/dishwasher.  Apparently the water from 
the sink backfills the dishwasher and makes it unusable and disgusting  re-
quiring bleaching every so often. 

Install in-window blinds on French door.  Blinds are labeled as helping to 
increase energy efficiency (via additional double-paned glass).  Alisia has 
these; they just need to be installed. 

Glue bottom frame of French door on the outside- wood has splintered, de-
creasing ability to weather seal.   

Install 2 Rain barrels on the North and South facing sides of the house (or at 
least one).  This may require adding some onto existing gutters. 

Hose off outdoor HVAC condenser to remove debris and dirt 

Program programmable thermostat & educate homeowner about usage. 

Attach a motion sensor to outdoor flood light or put it on a regular switch.  
The photo sensor is not working properly, and has the light coming on during 
the day 

Downgrade from gray to green trashcan.  Only one person lives at the 
house, so it isn’t necessary to have such a large trashcan. 

Install HE Washer (4 loads/week) 

Investigate pipe in attic coming from HVAC unit that was releasing cold air 
into the attic (cooling feature?  Green Zone Home can take a look) 

Install solar screens on 2 medium-sized bedroom windows (face E), and 2 
small bath windows (face S). 

Homeowner requested we look at reversing the hinge on her side gate to 
make it so that she can get her trash and recycling bins through it; we made 
no promises.  The wood  of the gate may also be warped. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  B.L. Parker 
                                                     Kim Thonhoff  
                                                     Jesse Essinger 
                                                     Harley Fetterman 
 

BROKEN WRIST:  Cindy Atwell 
 

DEATHS:  Laura Rech, sister-in-law to Kurt Rech,  
                                       aunt to Anna Meier 
                  Joe Lewis, brother to Zolene Curlee, 
                                       uncle to John Urban 
                   Kyle Olson’s grandfather 
                   Ron Duncan, husband of Janice Duncan 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Charlie Lunday                      ** Susie Brown 
** Gloria Rech                           ** Amber Karley 
** Virginia & Angus McPhail      ** Blake Johnson 
** Carolyn Johnson                   ** Dana Broddrick 
** Edna Graeber                        ** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
                       

** Jane Lamm (Anna Jones mother) 
** Marjorie Papke (Laurie Hohertz’s mother) 
** Ursula Kutra (Amelia Mettke’s sister) 
** Emilee Samuelson (Verla Cook’s granddaughter) 
** Anita Rode (Joan Hokanson’s aunt) 
** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt) 
** Marsha Donovan (Laurie’s mother) 
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) 
** Pat De Salvo (Joyce Kuntschik’s sister) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the US Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
** Prayer of thanks from Audrey Lehman - “Thank you, Lord, for 
your gift of love as shown through the hearts of this congregation 
for my trip to the Ukraine.” 
 

“We praise God for these gifts of new life!”— 
Nora Cecelia Leonard was born August 15th to 
Paul & Heather Leonard. 
 

Sadie Elizabeth Haddock was born August 20th to 
Heath & Kristin Haddock. Grandparents are Marvin 
& Drenda Haddock.   

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
August: 
     30—Sondra Grisham, Monica Lunday 
     31—Logan Davis, Joan Karley,  
             Amelia Mettke, Mary Santos 
September: 
     1—Bill Brophy, Annette Smith 
     2—Penny Bailey, Anna Jones, Matt Krabbenhoft 
     3—Danny Santos 
     6—Kimberly Johnson 
     7—Vance Leoni, Janet Tate 
     8—Steve Essinger 
     10—Pat Shields 
     11—Nan Hatcher 
     12—Ross Davis, Kyle Olson, Kurt Rech, Joy Zwernemann 
     14—Kailyn Alvarado, Steve Kikta 
     15—Stacy Ballard, Neilynn Hebert, Dick Mauldin 
     17—Andra Brophy, Mary Fetter, Lindsey Drake, Courtney Tiedt 
     18—Dale Metz 

Lay Communion Ministry Teams 
 

Our Membership Care Board has selected the following members 
of our congregation to assist our Pastors in bringing frequent Holy 
Communion to our sick and homebound members. They were 
“commissioned” for this ministry at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
on Sunday, August 16th: 

♦  Ann & Charlie Lunday 

♦  Pastor Jesse Essinger & Hal Schultz 

♦  Marcy Cornell & Debra Ayoub 

♦  Helen Page & Carolyn Johnson 

♦  Audrey & Joel Lehman 

♦  Alternate:  Dolly Atkinson 

 

2009 Church-wide Assembly Update 
August 17-23, 2009 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

Reports and other information from the proceedings at this 
meeting of our church can be accessed on the Internet at: 
http://www.elca.org/ 
 

May we continue to be united in prayer: 
 
“Holy One, you formed the church 

to announce the words of eternal life to the world. 

Equip the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

which concludes its Churchwide Assembly today 

to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Gather the church together into one body  

for the sake of our shared mission to tell of the love of God. 

filled with your Word, turn the church inside out 

so that we might use our hands to do God’s work in the world. 

God of mercy, 

hear our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

Amen.” 

 
 
 
 
 

In Loving Memory of Ronald Duncan 
February 7, 1937—August 25, 2009 

 

Prayers for comfort and peace are requested for the family and 
friends of Mr. Ron Duncan at his death on Tuesday, August 25th. 
Ron is survived by his wife, Janice Duncan, and two daughters. 
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♦ From the Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family Minis-
try Team to LuAnn Glowacz for making the presentation for our 
committee at the Kairos meeting on Wed., August 19. 

 

♦ From the Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family Minis-
try Team to the Seniors, the High School, Middle School, and 
Parents for participating in our Interviews about Family Minis-
try. The input was very  helpful. We thank our Committee mem-
bers who helped solicit the responses. Thanks, also, to Dolly 
Atkinson for her extra assistance with the Senior Games Day 
Interviews.  We also thank Joan Hokanson and Marian Hollien 
for coordinating the Interviews during the Sunday School hour 
for HS, MS, & the Parents. It’s heartwarming to see so many 
hands supporting this project! 

 

♦ From Kim Thonhoff to Joan Hokanson and Laurie Donovan for 
their assistance in preparing notebooks and materials for our 
Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Team. 

 

♦ To Pastor Jana Swenson for her additional support and direc-
tion given to our Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministry Committee before her visit to Abiding Love Lutheran 
Church on Wednesday, August 19. We would also like to thank 
Pastor Lynnae and Katie Boos for gathering job description 
information about Youth & Education Coordinators & Ministers. 

 

♦ From Kim Thonhoff to the Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, 
and Family Ministers for their continued dedication with this 
Kairos visioning process. They have been working endless 
hours and all have contributed greatly to the mission.  

 

♦ To Brad and Kyle Ballard for washing the Worship Center’s 
large glass windows. 

 

♦ To Sheila Koehler for working in the Church Office on Wed., 
August 12th! 

 

♦ Many thanks to everyone who has planned, prepared and par-
ticipated in our “Alternative Summer Worship Experiences” this 
summer! We hope you have been blessed to be a blessing as 
you serve the Lord and share the Good News. It’s ALL about 
Love! 

 

♦ Many thanks to our Christian Education Board (Cindy Atwell, 
Director) and everyone who planned, prepared, and presented 
our “Special Summer Sunday School Experiences”! What a 
wonderful blessing these have been! It’s ALL about Love! 

 

♦ To all Middle School and Sr. High Youth and parents who par-
ticipated in the interviews on Sunday, August 23rd sponsored 
by the Family Ministry Kairos Bold Step Team. Thank you to 
the following persons who led these discussions:  Marian     
Hollien, Joan Hokanson, Jeff Roberts, Tim Sulzbach, Laurie 
Donovan, Callie Clarkson, LuAnn Glowacz, Nanette Dew, and 
Trey Huddleston. 

 

♦ From JoAnn Metz to the Membership Care Board for their   
loving expression of sympathy at the death of her brother,   
Steven Hall. 

 

♦ From the Food Pantry team to the youth who set up the tables 
and chairs for us on Aug. 24. Your help is greatly appreciated.  

 

♦ To everyone who donated school supplies for our Food Pantry 
families. 

 

♦ From Foundation for the Homeless for our recent donation 
from our Community Service Project Week with matching funds 
from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Sep. 16th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Sep. 14th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
 
The new LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE is available from the Church 
Office for $28.50. Make checks payable to Abiding Love. 
 
The September issue of “The Vista” will be available at www.
swtsynod.org on September 1. The September issue is a web-only 
issue and will not be printed and mailed to subscriber addresses. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love 
Jesus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 
and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 
respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 
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           Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Membership Care Board and the Youth Board are 
planning a luncheon honoring our senior citizens (age 
60 and older) on September 27th, after the 11:00 a.m. 
Worship Service. Lunch will be provided by the Mem-
bership Care Board and served by our High School 
youth.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECYCLE DONATIONS!  
 

The used cell phones and printer cartridges 
help the needy by providing meals for the 
Capital Area Food Bank and the eye glasses 
help provide glasses or shelter for those less 
fortunate, thanks to our partners, Megabyte 
Express Printing and Lens Crafters who dis-
tribute them for us to become $$$'s!  
 

Year to date we have collected 123 printer cartridges, 31 cell 
phones and 75 eye glasses. We also ask you to recycle your plastic 
and paper bags for our ALLC food pantry. Remember to always 
recycle to help those in need and help save our environment. 
Thank you for helping our Youth and Christian Service Board sup-
port these worthy causes and Give Back The Blessings!  



 
 
 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
 
 

 
Good News! We have a full slate of R.O.C.K. sponsors for 
the coming year! They are: Jared & Callie Clarkson, Angela 
Renfro, and Jeff Roberts 
 
August 30—1:30 p.m.—Lead Rally Day Games 
 
September 13—6:15 p.m.—Leaving church to play  
                                       miniature golf at Peter Pan Golf 
                          Bring $5 to play.  
                          Back by 9:30 p.m. 
 
September 19—5:00-11:00 p.m.—Sponsoring “Parent’s 
                                       Night Out” in Activity Center: 
                          $10 per child;  
                          $5 each additional child per family 
 
September 27—Immediately following 11 a.m. Worship 
                           Service— Serving at luncheon honoring 
                           senior citizens with talent show 
 
October 25—Service project collecting items and  
                      making “Homeless Goodie Bags” 
             Will be requesting items from congregation.  
             Collecting bottled water, 1 gallon Ziplock bags, pop-
             top Vienna sausages, white socks. Take donated 
             items to Sr. High Youth Room or hand to youth when 
             you see them. Thanks in advance for your help! 

 
Children’s Center Corner 

 

A new school year has begun. I am happy to report 
that our full-time and part-time classes are all full. 
 

Please remember to pray for our teachers. Sixty-four 
days of 100+ degree heat has been a drain on our 
teachers’ energy and enthusiasm. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 
                                           —Donna Eastty, Director 

 
One more awesome experience 
shared with us from our 2009 ELCA  
National Youth Gathering participants! 
 

Bethany Sump:  The National Youth Gathering was an amazing experi-
ence. The people were extremely hospitable and gracious, even though we 

should have been thanking them for housing over 38,000 youth for a week. 

The music was awesome and the speakers made me grow more in my faith 

than I have in the grand majority of life. 

 

 
 
 
 

Make plans to come  for RALLY DAY, August 30th! 
 

Special Sunday School Opening at 9:45 a.m. 
 

Church-wide “Old-fashioned Picnic” at 12:15 p.m.— 
Hamburgers & hotdogs will be provided!  Bring your favorites sides 
such as: beans, coleslaw, raw veggies, fruit salad, chips & dips, 
and desserts.  See page 5 for more details! 

...YOUTH PAGE... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Youth Group 
 

Good News! Two Middle School sponsors have accepted 
this fun and exciting challenge! They are LuAnn Glowacz 
and Jill Hokanson. 
 

The schedule for Middle School youth is in the planning 
stages. Emails will be sent out as soon as possible! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Confirmation parents and 7th/8th grade students,  
 

Despite the August heat that seems to say ‘autumn will never come’, 
we plan for the fall activities at Abiding Love! This year our confir-
mation students will be studying An Overview of the Bible! This is 
an adventure into the Book of Faith!  
 

Our first gathering will be a Confirmation Orientation for BOTH 
students and parents on Sunday, September 13, at 4:30 – 
6:00 P.M. We will meet in the sanctuary. This is an important 
time of discovery and development for our confirmation students. 
This year we are introducing a new and exciting option for parental 
involvement.  
 

Our orientation will only take about an hour and then we will have 
an Acolyte Training Review. We expect every student to acolyte, 
but understand that families have a desired worship service to    
attend, so this will also be a great time to let Trey Huddleston, our 
acolyte schedule coordinator, know of your choice.  
 

Following the orientation and training, we will have supper in the 
Activity Center. Pastor Fetter and Pastor Lynnae are making and 
then serving you supper! This will be the first of our new ‘family 
confirmation suppers’!  
 

Classes will continue every second and fourth Sunday of each 
month, at the same time – 4:30 – 6:00 P.M., with supper at the 
Middle School Youth Group meeting (6th— 8th grades) following, 
throughout the school year.  
 

It is NOW that your child makes their commitment to their faith 
and practice. Confirmation is a wonderful time for families to ex-
plore their faith together.  
 

Please call the church office (892-4040) if you are not able to  
attend. 
 
Sincerely in Christ’s love, 
 
Pastor David Fetter,  and Pastor Lynnae Sorensen 
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             Parents’ Class (New!) 
       Meets in the Library at 9:45 a.m. 
         Taught by Ken & Diane Albin 

Value-Packed Parenting— 
Raising Rock-Solid Kids in a Pleasure-Driven World 

By Dr. Kevin Leman 
 

Seven Inspiring & Entertaining Video Lessons: 
     1) The Ten Best Gifts You’ll Ever Give Your Kids 
     2) How to Listen So Kids Will Talk and How to Talk So Kids Will 
              Listen 
     3) Discipline Isn’t Spelled P-U-N-I-S-H-M-E-N-T 
     4) Ten Ways to Improve Your Child’s Self-Confidence 
     5) Caution: Anger Ahead! 
     6) Birth Order – What You Need to Know About It 
     7) Standing Up to the New Goliath – Helping Kids Overcome  
              the Negative Influences of the Internet, The Media, and 
              Technology 

Adult Sunday School Class 
 

Meets in the Activity Center at 9:45 a.m. 
Taught by Pastor Lynnae Sorensen 

Giving to God—  
The Bible’s Good News About Living a Generous Life 

Written by Mark Allan Powell 

Sunday School for Children and Youth 
In the Second Story Classrooms 

 
Opening Leaders:  Cindy Atwell, Tom Hokanson, Craig Hohertz 
 

Sunday Morning Coordinators: Gisela Armstrong, Anna Jones, 
                                                      Janet Tate 
 

2 & 3 Years Old—Heart Shapers by Standard Publishing 
Teachers:  Mary Fetter 
 

Pre-K & Kindergarten—Faith Weavers by Group Publishing 
Teachers:  Holly Leoni, Jan Haas, Peggy Suggs 
 

1st & 2nd Grade—Faith Weavers by Group Publishing 
Teachers:  Lisa Krabbenhoft, Audrey Lehman, Steve Essinger 
 

3rd, 4th & 5th Grade—Faith Weavers by Group Publishing 
Teachers:  Debra Ayoub, Joan Hokanson, J. C. Cox, Tracy Yetter 
 

Middle School Youth—Faith Weavers by Group Publishing 
Teachers: Karen Huddleston, Debbie Hartzer, Bruce Atwell 
 

Sr. High Youth—Core Truth by Group Publishing  
Teachers:  Nader Ayoub 
 

Substitute Teachers: 
All ages—Anna Jones, Lisa Beach, Dale Sump, Tim Sulzbach, 
                Cindy Atwell 
Middle School—Jill Hokanson, LuAnn Glowacz 
High School—Jeff Roberts, Jared Clarkson, Callie Clarkson,  
                        Angela Renfro 

“Bible Boosters” Adult Study 
 

Meets in the Downstairs Classroom (1&2) at 9:45 a.m. 
Taught by Pat Dove, J.D. Lewis, and Paul Mettke 

Covenant Communities by Augsburg Fortress Publishers 

 
             SUNDAY SCHOOL 
   Teacher Training Workshop 
 

        Saturday, August 29th 
             9:00—11:00 a.m. 
                    Library  

 

Receive new curriculum, class rosters, prepare 
classroom and meet the team for 2009-2010! 

 
 

Join Us! 
 

Sunday School RALLY DAY is August 30th! 
 
Special Sunday School Opening at 9:45 a.m. 

in the Sanctuary 
 

Church-wide “Old-fashioned Picnic”  
at 12:15 p.m.  

in the Activity Center 
 

Hamburgers & hotdogs will be provided!  
 

Bring your favorites side dish such as:  
beans, coleslaw, watermelon, raw veggies,  

fruit salad, chips & dips, and desserts. 
 

Games and activities 
led by the Sr. High Youth Group 

 will follow the Picnic 
in front of the Activity Center! 

 
RALLY DAY is for everyone! 

About our new Sunday School curriculum (Pre-K through 8th)... 

Group’s FaithWeaver Sunday School –  
How FaithWeaver Works? 

Get Families Talking About Their Faith. 
 

Ever notice? People talk about what’s important to them. Faith-
Weaver® gets every member of the family talking about – and ap-
plying – the Bible Point to life. How? By having all ages explore the 
same Bible Point in separate classes, families are on common 
ground when they talk about and live out their faith: 
 

Daily Challenge® activity choices help family members put their 
faith into action each week. 
 

One Bible Point simplifies teacher training and devotions, and pro-
vides a common theme for decorating. 
 

Age-appropriate resources make Bible lessons memorable for 
each age level. 
 

FaithWeaver resources for children’s church/second hour and kids’ 
outreach programs/midweek further maximize your ministry effec-
tiveness. 

About our new high school Sunday school curriculum… 
 

CoreTruth™—  
Is for high school youth groups serious about digging deeper. 

 

** When your teenagers are asking the hard questions... 
** When easy Sunday school answers don't cut it any longer... 
** When you're serious about equipping teenagers to stand strong... 
You're ready for CoreTruth. 
 

Each quarter, CoreTruth explores three core beliefs—three truths 
your teenagers must address to have a solid faith foundation. Your 
students will experience Bible truth, and discover how it impacts 
them...and draws them closer to Jesus. 
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Bold Step Team Update 
Re-Invigorating Children, Youth, and Family Ministry  

                                           —by Kim Thonhoff, Team Coordinator 
 
Our Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Commit-
tee enjoyed hearing your voices during our recent Interview ses-
sions. We thank all who participated! If you did not get to input on 
this visioning process for Family Ministry, we have left survey forms 
in the “Cross” narthex on the Coffee Table! Please feel free to input 
and turn your suggestions into the church office. We appreciate the 
support! 
 

Our Committee has formulated a Vision statement. We want to 
share the Vision for Family Ministry with you! We are still refining 
our goal statements, action steps, and list of Christian values that 
we would like to instill as a result of our Ministries. So, we have a 
little more work left to do!  We wanted to share the Vision statement 
with you below so you could also begin to feel the excitement of the 
Spririt our Kairos mission: 
 

Through the LOVE of Jesus Christ  
    and the POWER of the Holy Spirit,  
   God’s Family at ABIDING LOVE LUTHERAN CHURCH… 
              

C - Connections and Communications 
 

R - Revelation in Relationships 
 

E - Enlightenment through Education 
 

A - Atmosphere of Acceptance 
 

T - Transformation from Trepidation 
 

E - Expectation of Empowerment 
 

S - Service and Social Scaffolds 
 

… A “BEYOND BELIEF” PLACE WHERE CHILDREN,  
    YOUTH, AND FAMILIES GROW THEIR FAITH  
    TOGETHER!! 
 

We’re certain that you will hear more about this Vision statement in 
the near future! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact Kim Thonhoff (Chair) at 512-282-4480 to share your 
reflections.  We sincerely appreciate your participation! 
 

Our next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2, at 7:00 pm in the Library. We promise that we will continue to 
move forward in delight as we learn more about what Abiding Love 
Lutheran Ministries can become! 

 

MOVING ON WITH CHANGES AND DECISIONS IN OUR LIFE!  

Helping Seniors and Others Prepare The Way Home To Our Father’s 

Home – The One He Has Prepared For Us.   

Part 10    

                                                                by Annette Smith 

 

For many families this is a very busy and emotional time as a new 

school year begins with some children just starting school and others leav-
ing home for the first time to attend college.  For some of us it may seem 

like just yesterday that special child was a tiny baby, and how quickly their 

journey of life moved on with Sunday school, pre-school, kindergarten, 

first grade, middle school, high school, college, that first job, marriage and 

a home, and for some of us grandchildren and great grandchildren.   
 

The years come and go so quickly with constant changes as children 
come into our lives, grow up, and experience change. As we grow older, 

we too follow the path our ancestors endured with many decisions and 

changes. The loss of work due to retirement, employment termination, 
business failure, medical issues, death of a spouse or child or other family 

situations bring changes in to our lives. That home which was once too 

small may now be too big!  
 

So it is with many of our church members today as we are at a cross-
roads with changes, decisions, and detours in our lives. Thanks to all who 

supported our church-wide garage sale, 16 high school graduates received 

scholarships to help them with their future plans. The upcoming “Chip In 

For Children” Golf Tournament on September 21, will help our Abiding 

Love Children’s Ministry continue to provide quality care and a firm 

Christian foundation for pre-school children in our community. 
 

We never get too old to learn, and one benefit of being a Senior Citizen is 
that we can continue our education for FREE! Learning is available at   

libraries and our Abiding Love library is filled with many books which 
are educational, interesting and helpful. A book I found there recently was 

“Twelve Steps For Christian Living” written by a Christian Counselor/
Therapist after changes in his life caused feelings of helplessness and sui-

cide. Though not an alcoholic, using the 12 Steps of Alcoholic Anonymous 

became his lifesaver. The book could help anyone live a better life and 

grow in our spiritual walk with God, following the basic concepts of our 

Biblical Christian Faith. Spiritual growth is a life long journey. There-
fore, all of us have possibility for growth and an opportunity to experience 

a more meaningful life. Unless we see the value of growing spiritually 

and emotionally, we will not be prepared to face the life experiences 

and changes in our lives. This happens by sharing our journey with others 
and allowing others to share theirs with us. Christ-like living is a lifelong 

process and life is only difficult when we feel we can do it without God 

and others. God has chosen us to be his, but we can only become his 

through FAITH by putting our trust in God. Through faith we turn our 
lives and everything over to God. We are not able to manage our life by 

ourselves, so we must surrender our needs to God every day. We cannot 

find the abundant life by ourselves without God as a part of our daily life.  

Scripture helps us hope for what God wants us to become. Daily prayers 

nurture our spiritual growth and affirm our faith in God. 
 

At Abiding Love we have many tools to help increase your faith and 

spiritual journey. It is our prayer that all of you will renew your commit-

ment to God and to our church as we begin our new school year with 

“Rally Day “ this Sunday, at 9:45 am with new and old classes available 

for God’s children of all ages – Children, Moms and Dads,  Grandpar-

ents, Singles, Married Couples, Young and Old! Learn how you can 

experience the strength and hope to aid you with the changes in your 

journey, and develop a stronger faith in God as the Lord of Your 

Life…God desires that I experience the abundant life. John 10:10  
  

“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, cour-

age to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference….

living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time, accepting this 

sinful world as it, not as I would have it, trusting that You will make 

all things right if I surrender to Your will, so that I can be reasonably 

happy in this life and supremely happy with You in the next.  Amen” 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
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