The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

A 30-Year Legacy of Love

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040

Cooler Weather is Coming...
and so is the Carnival!

October 31st is just around the corner and
preparations are underway. The All Saints
Eve Halloween Carnival falls on Sunday
§¥ this year, which sets the stage for a great

” turnout!

Mark your calendars for this thriller evening of family
fun and stay tuned for additional information.

Whoooooooooo! Oh, and though the goblins may be
lurking, it's not too scary to help!

Love Letter No. 1254

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
Email: Isorensen@austin.rr.com

Interim Pastor: Paul Blom
(Office (part-time) 892-4040/Home: 1-512-240-5364)
Email: pjblom41@gmail.com

Youth and Education Minister: Ashley Dellagiacoma
(Office 892-4040) (begins September 12th)
Email: aebdellagiacoma@gmail.com

President: Bob Thonhoff
(Home: 282-4480)
E-mail: rht-tce@swbell.net

Summer Sunday Schedule ends September 5th:
9:00 a.m. — Worship (Sanctuary)
10:15 a.m. — Adult Study
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1& 2, Worship Ctr.
Adult Study - The Early Church — Library

6:00 p.m. — Worship Unplugged (Sanctuary)

Back to traditional schedule on September 12th:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL (For locations, see page 7)
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:
www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Full-time program: M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
(Part-time program: T-F, 9:00 a.m. - [:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:

www.main.org/allcdc
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The Tie That Binds

BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 5TH:
“Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost”

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1

Philemon 1:1-21

Luke 14:25-33

BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 12TH:
“Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost”

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1

Philemon 1:1-21

Luke 14:25-33

BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTMEBER 19TH:
“Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost”

7 AmMOos 8:4-7
Psaim 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

BIBLE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 26TH:
“Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost”

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146

1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

“When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke the word of God with Boldness.” Acts 4:31 (about the
first believers and the early church)

One of my most frightening childhood memories was my first jump
off the diving board into the community swimming pool! | love to
swim, but | really don’t like heights! The only way | was going to
pass swimming lessons, was if | could jump off the board! | know
it took me a very long time, but finally | jumped. | think | had my
eyes closed and my mouth open, but | did it!

Sometimes when a great opportunity is presented - you just have
to JUMP in! JUMP with both feet and your hands outstretched!

This fall we have so many wonderful opportunities at Abiding
Love! We have Bible Studies, Sunday School, Youth Groups, Koino-
nia Groups, and so much more! Being a member is more than just
going to worship. Yes, it starts there, but then as you make new
friends, your relationship with God grows and you can be, like the
members of the first church in the book of Acts, “shaken”!

| pray that you will feel the shake of the Holy Spirit and that you
will, with boldness JUMP IN!

JUMP into boldness with our many ministries at Abiding Love!

l,'.':..r’, See you in church,

Pastor Lynnae

‘Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share’ Annual Stewardship Emphasis

“Declare how much God has done for you.” — Luke 8:39
“We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and
heard!” — Acts 4:20

We all have stories to tell: humorous happenings, learning experi-
ences, news about our families, triumphs and tragedies, and plans
for the future.

And as the people of God, we have stories to tell about what God
has done for us and about the difference that God’s grace has
made in our lives. Sometimes we are less aware of these stories
until they are coaxed out of us—but they are there, part of whom
we are.

That’s not all. Whether we know it or not, we also have stories to

tell about what God has done through us—stories about how God
has used us to make a difference in the lives of others. Getting to
know those stories makes us even more aware of God’s grace.

God has given us so much—and the gifts of God are for sharing.

The Bible is a collection of stories about people with gifts to share—
stories about people whose lives were so changed by God that they
were able to make a difference in the lives of others. Beginning
Sunday, September 19th, we will focus 4 weeks on storytelling
and on giving. By way of an insightful Sermon Series, lively Sun-
day School class discussions, Mission Moments, video blogs and
even private family and individual meditations, we seek to think of
both storytelling and giving as grateful responses to the grace of
God. So, come and join us as we share.

Your Stewardship Ministry Team — Reggie Kikta, Joel Lehman, Kyle
Olson, Greta Rymal, Denise Alaimo, Jeri Lyn Sump

STAFFING UPDATE

Our congregational vote on August 8, 2010, has extended a Letter
of Call to Pastor Lynnae Sorensen to be our Senior Pastor. Pastor
Lynnae has accepted this Call, and we are in the final ELCA proc-
ess of implementation. Pastor Lynnae must resign her Call as our
Associate Pastor to accept the Call as our Senior Pastor. We ex-
pect to have Pastor Lynnae officially as our Senior Pastor effective
September 1, 2010.

Our next step is to assemble a Call Committee to Call a new Asso-
ciate Pastor experienced in Youth, Family, and Education Ministry.
This process is estimated to take between 6 to 24 months to find
the right ordained person.

In the interim, the Congregation Council has hired Ms. Ashley Del-
lagiacoma to be our new Youth and Education Minister. Ms. Della-
giacoma is a seminary student enrolled in Luther Seminary’s Mas-
ter of Divinity Distributed Learning Program. This program enables
a student to work in a congregation community and apply class-
room lessons immediately. This program requires a minimum of 5
hours of work per week. Abiding Love Lutheran Church has agreed
to be this teaching congregation. In addition, during this time period,
Ms. Dellagiacoma has accepted our offer of full-time employment to
be our Youth and Education Minister. Ms. Dellagiacoma will begin
work on September 12, 2010, Rally Day.

Also, Pastor Paul Blom continues to perform part-time pastoral

duties to assist Pastor Lynnae. We currently have a six-month con-
tract with Pastor Blom providing us with greatly needed and appre-
ciated pastoral services from June 1, through November 30, 2010.

Yours in Christ,
Bob Thonhoff
Congregation President

’# The next meeting is scheduled for Sun., Sep. 12th, at
i = 3:00 p.m. in the Library.
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There will be no “Fifth Sunday Potluck Lunch” in August.

—
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Rally Day Picnic

Everyone is invited!

Immediately following 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Games led by Sr. High Youth at 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 12th is Rally Day! We will
have a Picnic Lunch in celebration of Rally Day,
our official Sunday School Kick-off Day!

Rally Day

Hotdogs, hamburgers, buns, condiments, and
potato chips will be provided.

The Congregation is asked to bring potato salad,
baked beans, sliced tomatoes, Cole slaw, sliced
cheese, grated cheese, desserts, etc.

| "———

See you there! PICNIC

Last Class on Overview of Matthew

What: Gospel of Matthew

Date: Last class on Wednesday, September 1

Time: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Leader: Pastor Paul Blom

Who: Any and all are invited to attend and participate
Resources: Bring your Bible

Financial Peace University Classes to Begin

A Financial Peace University preview class will be held Sunday,
August 29th, 3:00-3:30 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Commons Area.

Classes begin Sunday, September 19th, 3:00-5:00 p.m., in the First
Floor Classroom. For more information, contact Philip Drake, 892-
2870 or philip.drake@gmail.com

Christian Service Board

South Austin Assistance Ministry (SAAM)

SAAM has a need for gently used clothing. The Food Pantry is no
longer distributing clothing because of the lack of space. Pat
Hohertz is coordinating this effort to collect the new and gently used
clothing, and will place a bin in the Narthex for the clothing collec-
tion. She will be responsible for taking the clothing to SAAM.

Food Pantry

In July* we served:

184 Households

830 Individuals

38 new clients

* Please note there were only 3 Food Pantry
distribution days because of the July 4th holiday.

We are able to pay the average of $150 handling fee per week be-
cause of the generous financial contributions from our congregation.
The generous food donations from our congregation and from St
Catherine’s of Sienna Catholic Church are a great help in meeting
the needs of our clients. We can always use any canned items,
protein, peanut butter, vegetables, pasta, and beans. Toiletry
items are also always welcome.

If you would like to know more about the pantry or volunteering,
please contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416, or Colleen Thompson,
282-4130.

One House At A Time

Another event will be scheduled for either Oct 9th or 16th. Please
watch the October newsletter for more information on this event!

uﬁ{iﬁ unto the Lord

a new .Tf?!i_l‘ﬁ'

Come join the choir and lift
Your voice in praise to God!

We have lots of fun!
We laugh a lot!
We need YOUR voice!

Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
Starting September 2nd

For more info: Karron Lewis, kglewis@mail.utexas.edu

Seminar and Support Group - 13 Weeks
Beginning with Lesson 1
DivorCE( (e Sunday, September 12 nn-{uu,_‘l:@m
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Downstairs Classroom
Abiding Love Worship Center

This class was originally scheduled to begin in June, but it didn’t
work out, so we’ll be starting over on September 12th with Lesson 1.

There aren’t many people around you who understand the pain your
separation or divorce has caused. To you. Your family. Your friends.
That'’s the reason for DivorceCare.

It's a special weekly support group and seminar conducted by
people who understand what you are experiencing. Most impor-
tantly, you'll learn how to deal with the pain of the past and look
forward to rebuilding your life.

Led by Pastor Brian Peterson, ELCA Pastor
Ascension Lutheran Church in Austin
Call Pastor Lynnae Sorensen for more information, 892-4040.

Lutheran Fall Festival
September 18th, 2010
Market Platz, Fredericksburg

Come support Lutheran Camp Chrysalis and Ebert Ranch camp by
entering a youth or adult chili team in our 23rd annual Lutheran Fall
Festival. Prizes awarded for best tasting and best themed chili.
Other events that day will be a craft fair, youth games (with a
bounce house and dunk tank), BBQ meal catered by Bill Miller's,
and a live auction.

Don't forget to bring your family!! This event will run from 9-3. For
more information contact the camp office at 830-257-6340. To sign
up a chili team call Patsy Brehmer at 830-755-8226, ext. 10.
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#+% STATISTICS *1*

SUNDAY, AUGUST IST:

Worship - 144 (9:00) + 20 (6:00) = 164 (Total)

*QOfferings - $10,880.50 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $2,771.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$10.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$100.00 (Food Pantry)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8TH:

Worship - 148 (9:00) + 24 (6:00) = 172 (Total)

*QOfferings - $10,591.50 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $3,242.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$45.00 (Food Pantry) +
$45.00 (Christian Education supplies) +
$200.00 (Mary Fetter Helping Hands

Scholarship Fund for ALL Children’s Center)

SUNDAY, AUGUST I5TH:

Worship - 128 (9:00) + 20 (6:00) = 148 (Total)

*Offerings - $5,568.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $3,062.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22ND:

Worship - (9:00) + (6:00) = 147 (Total)

*Offerings - $6,842.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $1,762.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$25.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$435.00 (Christian Education supplies) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.
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lV MEMORIALS:

Christian Education:

For Ruth Veh by Diane McGowan.

For Suzy Brown by Shirley Lifsey.

For Ben Fuelberg by Bob & Kim Thonhoff.

Gifts & Memorials
For Lillian Carr by Peggy Suggs.
For Joe Rymal by Cheryl Henry.

Imagine Capital Appeal
For Ruth Veh by Ron & Cindy Kunz, Paul & Amelia Mettke.
For Cindy Wright by Ron & Cindy Kunz.

Mission & Ministry
For Ruth Veh by Marcie Parker.

Mary Fetter Helping Hands Scholarship for ALL Children’s Center
For Ruth Veh by Erv & Barb Merz.

v SPECIAL GIFTS:
Christian Education:
In honor of Pastor David Fetter’s birthday by Annette Smith.
In honor of Pastor Jesse & Marilyn Essinger’s wedding
anniversary by Annette Smith.

Interfaith Hospitality Network
Putting your faith into practice

"For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me..."
Matthew 25:35

Four times a year, small groups at Abiding Love have the opportu-
nity to serve a great need by providing a meal for some families
who are working their way out of a homeless situation. Its called
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN), and for us, it all happens
around 6 pm on a Thursday evening at Shepherd of the Hills
Presbyterian Church. That is when the group provides dinner, a
prayer and some companionship. An additional person serves as
an overnight host.

Once each quarter Abiding Love is committed to assist in this
Foundation for the Homeless program with the next opportunity
happening on October 21st, and probably again in December. In
the past, groups such as the Women'’s Circle, Koinonia Groups,
Mixed Blessings, and the OWLS have served. The Christian
Service Board is now looking for a small team to meet a big need.

Please contact Pat Andrews, 394-0980, Tom Hokanson, 892-4139,
or the Church Office, 892-4040, to volunteer or obtain more infor-
mation.

A MESSAGE FROM THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS

COMING SOON: A new way to help Abiding Love Lutheran
Church and Abiding Love Lutheran Children’s Center

As you may know, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is launching a
new charitable grant program and benefit of membership called
Thrivent Choice(SM). Choice Dollars(SM) will be designated to
some Thrivent Financial members when that part of the program
launches this summer. (Thrivent Financial member eligibility will be
based on fraternal benefit society product ownership and Thrivent
Financial volunteer leadership. Helping direct Choice Dollars(SM)
will be subject to the Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent Choice
(SM) program.)

As always, Abiding Love Lutheran Church and Abiding Love Lu-
theran Children’s Center are grateful for your consideration when
you make charitable giving plans. If you are a Thrivent Financial
member who learns you will be eligible to direct Choice Dollars(SM)
(watch your mail for details from Thrivent Financial this summer), we
ask you to consider Abiding Love Lutheran Church and Abiding
Love Lutheran Children’s Center as you help direct Thrivent Finan-
cial’'s charitable funds.

Reminder: The Vista is online!

The Southwestern Texas Synod's newsletter, The Vista, is available
online, and now has the option for you to sign up for email notifi-
cation after each posting. To sign up for the email notification, go
to: http://www.thevistaonline.org/index.html

Stay up-to-date with the Southwestern Texas Synod

T_nmnrrr::-m"'s Child Golf ‘: .I

17th Annual Event Benefiting
LSS Foster in Texas (FIT) & New Life Children's Center
September 13, 2010
ShadowGlen Golf Club
12801 Lexington St.
Manor, TX 78653

Play Golf! Change a Life!

More than 30% of the cost of helping these children must be cov-
ered by donations. That's $7,500 per child per year! Through your
support as a participant or sponsor of the Tomorrow's Child Golf
Benefit, you will serve as an integral part of changing a child's life
for the better.

Register online at www.NewLifeChildrensCenter.org




L2 HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:
..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.. August o '
29 Julie Rompel c"‘
,.;,: Tha izr 30 Sondra Grisham : H ]
,J%} Monica Lunday -E' T%
31 Logan Davis
Amelia Mettke
HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Pastor Lynnae Sorensen Mary Santos
HOME FROM KNEE SURGERY: Darla Vowell _P_fe tembé{ﬂ Brooh September birthdays cont’d:
ill Brophy
HOME FROM DAY SURGERY: Ann Lunday Annette Smith 17 Andra Brophy
Vera Kirkham 2 Penny Bailey Mary Fetter
. Anna Jones Lindsey Drake
PRA,XER'REQUESTS' o Matt Krabbenhoft Courtney Tiedt
Gisela Armstrong Carolyn Johnson 3 Danny Santos o4 Grant Bellam
** Zolene Curlee ** Jesse Essinger . ramy
.y Escobed ** Charlie Lund 6 Kim Johnson Sam Collins
o ponea EScovedo o pane -unday 7 Vance Leoni 26 Scott Krabbenhoft
Annette Smith Edna Graeber Janet Tate Joff Kuhl
** Ruth Heidemeyer ** Blake Johnson 8 St Essi et runt
** Marcy Cornell ** Donald Vowell eve tssinger 27 Danny Adrian
.~ , 10 Pat Shields Heather Atkinson
Claire Hohertz (Pat’s granddaughter) 11 Nan Hatcher Carlv Atwell
** Adah Morris (Hatfield’s 6 year-old friend) 12 Ross Davis Dar)(/j Dwe:
** Mike Matthys (Lloyd & Karin’s son) Kvle Olson J aVIIL haws
** Sean Bradford (nephew of the Essingers) Kﬁrt Rech o8 Koert Ae mtan
** Andy Moldenhauer (friend of Lundays) Jov Zwernemann Lu rr"r\1/|s lrtong
** Sharon Tschirhart (friend of Ann & Charlie Lunday) 14 Stgve Kikta Senor:e_r to z
** Johnnie Strickland, at The Summit at Westlake, #1110 aran fate
" ) 15 Stacy Ballard 29 Callie Clarkson
Irma Andrews, Emeritus at Beckett Meadows, #1128 Neilvnn Hebert 30 David Luedeck
** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del Prescott’'s grandson) DickyMauIdin Al?clg Vol;eBﬁer:rstein

** Bobby Buratti in St. David’s Rehab (Kay Martin’s grandson)
** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister)

** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz's daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:

** Cody Rogers (Lloyd & Karin’s grandson) in basic training with
U.S. Marine Corp.

** 8SG Christy (Kikta) Williams with the U.S. Army

** Chris Le Duc with the U.S. Army (fiancé of Christy Williams)

** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the U.S. Air Force

** Sgt. Jesse Andrews with the U.S. Marines

** Adam Rogers in Afghanistan with the U.S. Marines (cousin to
Greg & Nanette Dew,& Karen & Justin Joe)

** Allen Kelley (son of Reggie Kikta) going to Afghanistan with
a security company.

** For all those in the military services overseas

vy v v
BIRTH: Mabry Seeker Roberts, son of Jeff & Jody

Roberts was born on Friday, July 30th. Sisters: Macey,
~ |« Maria & Miller. Grandmother: Cheryl Roberts
— 34 “Prajse God for this precious gift of new life!”
P LOATSIC

In Loving Memory

__,-L,,!_ of
o . Ben Fuelberg
AR AL MY December 5, 1916 - August 18, 2010

Ben Fuelberg was 93 years old when he passed into eternal rest on
Wednesday, August 18th. Survivors of Ben include his loving wife
of 68 years, Evelyn, his sons and daughters-in-law, Bennie Fuel-
berg and Jeanie of Dripping Springs, Curtis Fuelberg and Susan
Griffith of Austin, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Ben and
Evelyn joined Abiding Love in May, 1982.

Funeral services were held at Brenham Memorial Chapel on Satur-
day, August 21, with Pastors Lynnae Sorensen and James Abbott
officiating. Interment was in St. Matthew Lutheran Cemetery of
Sandy Hill.

|:|I'rhﬁ

ELCA =2

The 23rd annual Women of the ELCA Synodical Convention will be
held October 1-3, 2010 at the New Braunfels Civic/Convention Cen-
ter in beautiful downtown New Braunfels.

The theme Bible verse is Romans 12:4-5— “For as in one body we
have many members, and not all the members have the same func-
tion, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
we are members one of another.”

The theme, “Belonging, Becoming, Blessing”, focuses on the three
mission areas of Women of the ELCA— Mission: Community, Mis-
sion: Growth and Mission: Action. Inez Torres Davis, WWomen of the
ELCA Director for Justice, will attend, as will Sydney Brinkman,
church-wide representative and member of the executive board.
The Southwestern Texas Synod’s own Charlene Spillmann,
Women of the ELCA Vice President, will be the keynote speaker.

Registration forms and scholarship applications are available in the
Armoire in the Reception Area. Registration: $120.00

ALL Quilters

Our Abiding Love Quilters are meeting on Tues-
day, August 3, in the classroom to continue our
work on items for the fall WELCA auction. We

% have nearly finished two quilts for the donation
raffle and will work on other items. We hope that
more will join us. You do not have to sew-- just
cut, iron, sort, and visit!

Learn to Quilt

Several people have expressed and interest in having a monthly
group to learn to make a quilt. We would help you pick a pattern,
select fabric, cut, and sew your quilt. We could do a daytime and/or
evening meeting. If you are interested please contact Diane
McGowan at dianemcg70@gmail.com or 892-4416.
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BULLETIN BOARD
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From the Altar Guild to Morris Thompson for making banner
racks for the banner closet. They are great and keep our
banners from getting wrinkled!

From Kim Thonhoff to the Sunday School Committee and
Christian Education Board for all the extra time and support
given to make preparations for the 2010-2011 Sunday School
programs.

From the Sunday School Committee to all those who have said
“YES” when asked to join the Sunday School staff this fall. We
could not run these wonderful programs without your support.
Also, thank you to those who attended the trainings on Satur-
day, Aug. 28 and Sunday, Aug. 29. Your time is appreciated.

From Kim Thonhoff to thank Pastor Lynnae, Holly Leoni, and
the rest of the Sunday School Committee for helping with
preparations for Rally Day, the Trainings, and the Orientations!

To Sharolyn Browning for offering to let some of our Godly Play
teachers attend the “Godly Play” training on Saturday, August
28, at a greatly reduced cost. Sharolyn has been a wonderful
support and an excellent mentor for us as we have journeyed
through the Godly Play preparations.

To Lauri Logan, Laurie Donovan, JC Cox, Melissa Ortiz, Karen
Joe, and Linda Cohran for attending the “Godly Play” training
on Saturday, August 28, at St. Martins Lutheran Church. Your
expertise will be a very valuable asset to the Godly Play class-
rooms!

To Andrea and Terry Wyatt for their leadership, time, and
above & beyond efforts to get the Godly Play classrooms and
nursery painted before Rally Day! We also thank Holly Leoni,
Rachel Hokanson, Mary Fetter, and Jamie Villalobos for their
assistance! We also thank Debbie Hartzer for helping us
choose the colors that match the Interiors’ committee plans. We
thank Bob Thonhoff for removing the bulletin boards and dry
erase boards in preparation for this project.

We applaud all those who have donated funds, books, materi-
als, and other contributions to the Fall Sunday morning pro-
grams. It has taken an active village of Abiding Love Family &
Friends to move the process forward. Thank you for your kind-
ness and generous support!

From Kim Thonhoff to Anna Jones and the Christian Education
Board for coordinating a light breakfast and pastries on the
Sunday School training dates! We so much appreciate the help.

From the Sunday School Committee to Joan Hokanson for her
extra time and efforts put forth to help recruit the Fall Sunday
School staff. We also thank Joan for helping with all the com-
munications and recent mailings that have been done to pro-
mote the Sunday School programs. We also appreciate her co-
ordination of our shipments from Godly Play Foundations and
for ordering all the guides, etc. for our upcoming programs.

From the Sunday School Committee to Cindy Kunz for helping
us communicate in a timely manner with the bulletin announce-
ments. We appreciate her help with the Godly Play shipments
and supplies.

To everyone who came out and helped Kyle Ayoub work on his
Eagle Scout project- replacing the wooden fence at the Chil-
dren’s Center. It looks great!

“To everyone who wrote me a letter for Colorado. Thank you!
Love, Sarah Chiang”

vy v v

THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Sep. 29th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Wed., Sep. 22nd.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

A Note from Pastor Lynnae:

During my recent iliness, | saw first hand how loving and caring the
membership of Abiding Love is! | cannot tell you how overwhelmed |
am by the outpouring of goodness that came my way. Thank you all
so much for the many cards, calls, meals and rides that | received! |
especially want to thank Diane McGowan for taking me to the hospi-
tal and for staying with me for several nights — just in case! You
can’t imagine how disappointed | was to not be here for the Congre-
gational Meeting on Aug. 8", but | am delighted to be a part of the
future of Abiding Love! Thanks again!

A bow-wow thanks to Lenore Moltz for ‘letting us out’ and for check-
ing on us during Pastor Lynnae’s iliness! We love you so much and
are so thankful that you love our eight paws also! — from Shake-
speare and Desta (Pastor Lynnae’s parent’s dogs that she keeps
during the summer).

Gron !$ %'z; qut%'
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This session will focus on maintaining resiliency in the job search.
Resiliency is learning to manage your life to the best of your abil-
ity every day so that when you encounter pitfalls you are prepared
to deal with them and rebound quickly. We will also talk about
how you handle negative people in your life.

We meet the second and fourth Mondays of each month from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.

For more information, Contact Pastor Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones,
heidi@shephills.org , 327-3370, or Rebecca Guengerich,
rebecca@shephills.org

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love

with our community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love

Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and

others by:

e Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving
joyfully and freely to the Lord;

e Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by
showing respect and love for all;

e Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

e  Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

e Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

e Demonstrating love through actions;

e Being excited for Jesus; and

e Praying frequently.




Senior High Youth Group Hn::.:himu-f_
“The R.0.C.K.” s LOEP,
(Reliers on Christ the King) oty
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R.O.C.K. sponsors:
Jared & Callie Clarkson
Angela Renfro
Alex Villalobos

=

15w I L

September 12, 6:00 p.m.—Back to School Party and welcome
for new Youth and Education Minister,
Ashley Dellagiacoma

September 26, 6:00 p.m. — To be announced

Look at your email for details!

JUMP!

into Fall activities
at Abiding Love!!
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Middle School Youth Group

September 12, 4:30 p.m.—Confirmation Youth & Parents
Meeting & Orientation
6:00 p.m.—Back to School Party and welcome
for new Youth and Education Minister,
Ashley Dellagiacoma

September 26, 6:00 p.m. — To be announced

Look at your email for details!

Children’'s Mission Offering

In September, the Sunday School children
and Middle School and High School Youth will
be supporting our Food Pantry with our of-
ferings. We encourage our Sunday School
kids to bring canned food items (meat, beans,
soup, fruits & vegetables).

The monetary offerings given will be used to support the Food
Pantry in September. Each month, a different mission will be
supported with the Sunday School offerings.

SUNDAY
SCHooL
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“l just spent 40 years in the degert

with Moses. Can we get a cold drink?”

Children’s Center Corner

Another summer has come and gone at Abiding
Love Children's Center. We took 85 students and
parents to Splashtown in San Antonio on Thursday
and experienced an exciting time of fun and fellow-
ship.

A parent said to me, "There's no way | can thank
you for all you have done for our family. We have
always felt loved and cared for by you and your
wonderful staff."

| must take this opportunity to thank Kyle Ayoub and all the hard-
working volunteers for providing us with a new fence. It is beautiful !
God bless you, Kyle, for choosing us to do your Eagle Scout Pro-
ject.

We are praising the Lord from whom all blessings flow.

With Love,
Donna Eastty, Director
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Rally Day 2010!
Don’t miss it!

On Sunday, September 12, we will kick off our new Sunday
School adventures with a Rally Day celebration in the Church
Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. The Sunday School programs will begin
their regular classroom routines on Sunday, September 19.

For more information about this year’s new Sunday School Pro-
gram, read A Fall Sunday School Update on the right-hand side of
this page. Also, see page 8 for a roster of the Sunday School Staff
thus far. It’s not too late to sign up to help!

Sunday School Class Locations
Beginning September 12th

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHDEDULE (9:45 - 10:45):

OPENING in the Sanctuary for infants through 5th
Grade and their parents

Infants through 2 Years Old & Parents — Nursery

3 -5 Years Old— 2nd Floor, 3rd room on left

Kindergarten - 2nd Grades —2nd Story, 1st room on right

3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Floor, 1st room on left

Resource Room — 2nd Floor, 2nd room on left

CLOSING in the 2nd Floor Commons Area

Middle School — 2nd Floor, M.S. Youth Room, last on left

Sr. High — 2nd Floor, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right

Adult “Bible Boosters” — 1st Floor Classroom

Adult “Engaging Insights” — Library

Adult Study with our Pastors — Activity Center

Devotions for Deer Hunters

Pastor Lynnae has written a booklet entitled, "Devotions for Hunting
Season 2010 "!! Don't go off to the Deer Blind without it!

They will be available in September and contain ’
five Sundays worth of devotions so that even if 1

you miss church, you can take a few minutes for i . f
worship and devotion. k

A Fall Sunday School Update

As you can see by the list of “thank yous” in this newsletter, we have
had an extensive amount of participation in the preparations for the
Fall Sunday School programs. We would, once again, like to thank
all who supported the efforts with donations of materials, monetary
contributions, and time. We are very excited about the new pro-
grams and invite all of you to join us for a new season of Sunday
School beginning on Sunday, September 12, at 9:45 a.m. in the
church sanctuary! Please reserve these important dates on your
calendars at home:

Saturday, August 28
(8:30 a.m. — 12:00 noon)
This “Godly Play” training date is for all Sunday School Staff that will
be involved with Ages 2 through 5" Grade. A light breakfast will be
provided in the Activity Center, then we will move to then 2d Floor
Commons Area.

Sunday, August 29
(10:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.)
This training date is for all Sunday School Staff and Youth Sponsors
who will be involved with our Middle School and High School
classes this fall. Pastries will be served in the 2nd Floor Commons
Area.

Sunday, September 12

(9:45-10:45 a.m.)
The annual Rally Day Opening and an Open House will be held on
this special date! We invite all to attend! Be sure to bring your kids
to Sunday School on this day so they can meet all those who have
volunteered to serve as Sunday School teachers or staff. (Don’t let
your kids forget to bring their new wooden friend!) We'll begin the
Fall Sunday School season in the Sanctuary. Also, you don’t want to
miss seeing the new Godly Play classrooms and the rejuvenated
Nursery!

Sunday, September 19

(10:00-10:40 a.m.)
We invite the parents of children who are involved in the Godly Play
classrooms to an orientation about the new “Godly Play” program.
Anyone else who is interested in learning more about the program is
also welcome to attend. This new curriculum is very different from
previous years and we’d like you to better understand the program
and why it was chosen as a good direction for our Sunday morning
programs!

Sunday, September 26
On this date our new “Engaging Insights” adult Sunday School class
will begin by studying the book, Teaching Godly Play. We invite
these parents to attend the Opening but then, go to their own edu-
cational experience while their children are upstairs in Sunday
School! You don’'t have to have kids in the “Godly Play” program to
attend this new class. All are welcome!

This summer has definitely been a total “God Thing.” We hope that
you will participate in the Sunday School program this fall. We have
classes for all ages. We still need some staff members in a few
classes. We'd love to have you join the staff! If you have any ques-
tions or need more information about staffing, feel free to contact
Holly Leoni (282-2495) or Kim Thonhoff (282-4480). Thanks to all of
you for your prayers and contributions. We'll see you on Rally Day!
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Sz 2010 -2011 Sunday School

AR Registration Form
(Infants to High School)

Dear Parents,

The Christian Education Board and the Sunday School Committee are getting ready for the 2010-2011 Sunday School programs. We need
your help so we can best meet the needs of the children and youth in your family. Please complete and return this registration form to the
church office or place it the offering plate on Sunday morning. We would like the registration form returned on, or before, Sunday, August 22.
Rally Day will kick-off our new programs on Sunday, September 12, and regular classes will resume on Sunday, September 19. The Sunday
School classes will meet from 9:45-10:45 am. The classes for Infants-5" Grades will begin with an Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 am. The
Middle School and High School youth will begin in their classrooms at 9:45 am. Please complete one form per child or youth in your family!
Thanks so much!

Full Name of Child/Youth Attending Sunday School:

Nick Name: Age As of September 1:

Birthday: Baptismal Date:

Address (Including City & Zip Code):

Phone Numbers: (Home) (Cell) (Work)

Email Address of One Parent:

Food Allergies:

Medical Alerts or Needs:

What would you like the Sunday School Staff to know about your Child/Youth:

(Please Feel Free to Continue on the Back of this Form)

Please Circle the Class that best matches your Child’s / Youth’s Peer Grouping:
Nursery (Not Attending Sunday School) Godly Play (Ages Kindergarten — 2" Grade)
*Heart Shapers (Infants-2 Y ears) Godly Play (Ages 3™ Grade- 5™ Grade)
One Parent must attend with the child.
Middle School (Ages 6"-8" Grades)
Godly Play (Ages 3 Years — 5 Years)
High School (Freshmen-Seniors)
Please Circle which Adult Class you would like to attend in the Fall:
*Heart Shapers The Pastor’s Study Bible Boosters Engaging Insights (New Class)

(The new class will begin with the book study, Teaching Godly Play. The study not only focuses on the Godly Play
program but the study also explores the development of spirituality and other issues- It will be engaging!)

Thanks, in advance, for returning this registration form as soon as possible!!
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2010-2011 Sunday School Staff & Sponsors

Pastoral Staff: Pastor Lynnae Sorensen & Pastor Paul Blom
Youth and Education Minister: Ashley Dellagiacoma
Christian Education Board Director: Cindy Atwell

Youth & Children’s Board Director: Tim Sulzbach
Sunday School Coordinators: Kim Thonhoff & Holly Leoni
Publications:

Opening & Closing Coordinator: Kim Thonhoff

Mission & Offering Coordinator: Peggy Suggs

Sunday School Administrator: Gisela Armstrong

Feast Coordinator:

Musicians & Singers: Tom Hokanson, Craig Hohertz, Emma Albin, Katherine Albin, Tim Sump, and Bethany Sump

Nursery: Sherry Petriella

Heartshapers (Infant -2 yrs.): Godly Play (3-5 yrs.):
Mary Fetter Debra Gonzales
Heather Leonard Holly Leoni

Jamie Villalobos Lauri Logan

Tammy Santos

Godly Play (K-2"" Grade): Godly Play (3" -5™ Grades):
Debra Ayoub J.C. Cox

Linda Corhan Nanette Dew

Joan Hokanson Anthony Gonzales

Karen Joe Jan Haas

Melvin Sanders Elaine Oertel

Kim Johnson Melissa Ortiz

Janae Escobedo

Middle School: High School:

Greg Dew Diane Albin

Dennis Feary Ken Albin

Marian Hollien Nader Ayoub

Anna Jones Callie Clarkson (HS Sponsor)
Jared Clarkson (HS Sponsor)
Michelle Olson
Angela Renfro (HS Sponsor)

Pastor’s Study: Alex Villalobos (HS Sponsor)

Pastor Lynnae Sorensen

Pastor Paul Blom Engaging Insights:
Laurie Donovan

Bible Boosters: Lu Ann Glowaz

Pat Dove Audrey Lehman

J.D. Lewis Dale Sump

Paul Mettke Jeri Lyn Sump
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* * SERVING IN SEPTEMBER * *

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

FLOWERS: 5th - OPEN A flower chart to sign up to place flowers at Sunday worship
12th - OPEN is on the bulletin board in the office area hall. Sign up on the
19th - Atkinson chart or call the office.
26th - OPEN

ASSISTING MINISTERS: 11:00 a.m. - Terry Wyatt (12th); Reggie Kikta (19th); Dale Sump (26th)

LECTORS: 9:00 a.m. - Vera Kirkham (5th)

8:30 a.m. - Paul Mettke (12th); Diane Albin (19th); Greta Rymal (26th)
11:00 a.m. - Denise Alaimo (12th); Nan Hatcher (19th); Bill Hatcher (26th)

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 9:00 a.m. - Hazeldean Dumler (5th)
8:30 a.m. - Janice Ashton, Jan Haas, Kay Nicholson (12th); Diane McGowan (19th);
Hazeldean Dumler, Janice Duncan, Amelia Mettke (26th)
11:00 a.m. - Irene Chiang, Andrea Wyatt (12th); Lenore Moltz (19th)

ALTAR GUILD: 8:30 a.m.—Di Brophy & Coleen Thompson
11:00 a.m.—Nan Hatcher & Ruth Shane

USHERS: 8:30 a.m.— Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson
11:00 a.m.— Nader & Kyle Ayoub

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:  Bill Nicholson (5th); Jill Feary (12th); Cindy Atwell (19th); Bob Thonhoff (26th)

COFFEE SERVERS: Naomi Circle




