The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749

L_utheran Churc

512-892-4040

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m.—Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m.—Alternative Worship Experience:
Aug 16 - Contemplative
Aug 23 - Jazz Service
Aug 30 - Rally Day

Come prepared to be in AWE!

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

Love Letter No. 1232

August 12, 2009
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Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Diane Albin
(Home: 301-9059)
E-mail: Diane_Albin@gwot.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
Kids & Parents—2nd Story Commons Area
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship
Adult “No Experience Necessary” — Library

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks
Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:
www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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Tt f




The Tie That Binds

Thank gou for blissing me sith the ouspive “G5tH
the Find words, the cakes, balloon, caids, and other
loving decorations and zefrcohments! I don 't have Lo
bex with ou in this chuseh fumily, ous chusch home!
Ito Q88 about love—G0d s love for uo, our love

| for Go0d, and our love for olhero.

— Gostor David Futter
v v v

%% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Gl sweerk. Clir s

Our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) will meet in
church-wide Assembly August 17-23, at the Minneapolis
Convention Center.

May we be united in prayer:

“O God, direct the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America by the
light of your Spirit, as this church prepares to gather in assembly,
that we might have a right judgement in all things and rejoice at all
times in your peace.

Inspire the celebration of your varied works throughout the church.
Instill your peace in the midst of anxious deliberations. Shape the
work of this church according to your will so that we might use our
hands to do your work in the world.

God of mercy, hear our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior. Amen.”

From the ELCA NEWS SERVICE: “As many as 2,000 people -- 1,045 vot-
ing members elected by ELCA synods, plus staff and visitors -- will partici-
pate in the ELCA's 11th biennial assembly.

The assembly theme is "God's work. Our hands." Bible study and prayer are
planned, as is daily worship, which will take place at the convention center
and nearby Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis.

Bible studies will be based on the Book of Faith Initiative, endorsed by the
2007 Churchwide Assembly. The initiative is intended to help ELCA mem-
bers increase their biblical literacy.

The church-wide assembly is the ELCA's highest legislative authority and
represents the 4.7 million members of the ELCA across the United States
and Caribbean. The ELCA, the nation's largest Lutheran denomination, is
organized into 65 synods, each headed by a bishop.

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, in his eighth year as ELCA presiding bishop, will
chair the assembly. Hanson is also president of the 68.5-million member
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), based in Geneva, Switzerland. Assisting
Hanson during plenary will be David D. Swartling, ELCA secretary, and Car-
los Pefa, ELCA vice president, Galveston, Texas. The assembly will elect a
vice president to a six-year term, and Pefia previously announced he will be
available for re-election. ...continued in next column
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From Pastor Lynnae
“Praise the LORD! | will give thanks to the LORD

with my whole heart, in the company of the up-
right, in the congregation.” Psalm 111

Can you imagine worshipping with 36,999 scream- l " [
ing, dancing, smiling youth and young adult spon-

sors? Can you imagine ten jumbo screens - a huge PHE‘"%
band under the leadership of Peter Mayer, lead

guitarist for Jimmy Buffet - dancers - rappers - jugglers -
explosions of color - fireworks and a Bishop in a bathtub?

B

You might think that it is awe inspiring, jaw dropping and
loads of fun, and you’d be right. But, it is also very emo-
tional - tearful even. To see so many of God’s youth filled
with the joy of believing can really make me cry. | cannot
tell you how much | love the 16 youth from Abiding Love
that attended the National Youth Gathering. They were a
powerful example of what we really are - a people alive
with the spirit of Jesus, justice, and jazz! | thank them for
the honor of worshipping God with them.

vy v v

Continued from previous column...

Each of the ELCA's 10,448 congregations may send one representative to
the assembly as an official "congregational observer."

In addition to the election for vice president, the assembly will act on:

+ a proposal for full communion between the ELCA and the United Method-
ist Church, adopted by the UMC General Conference in 2008

+ a proposed social statement, "Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust," re-
quested by the 2001 ELCA Churchwide Assembly

+ a "Report and Recommendation on Ministry Policies" requested by the
2007 ELCA Churchwide Assembly

+ a fundraising proposal for a churchwide HIV and AIDS strategy

+ a proposal for further development of a "Lutheran Malaria Initiative" (LMI)
with Lutheran World Relief, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and the
United Nations Foundation (UNF).

Peter Mayer, an ELCA member and lead guitarist for Jimmy Buffet's Coral
Reefer Band, will play a benefit concert for the HIV and AIDS strategy, and
the LMI.

The assembly will elect members to various committees, boards and the
ELCA Church Council, the church's board of directors and interim legislative
authority between assemblies. Voting members will act on budget proposals
for 2010 and 2011, memorials from synods, resolutions from voting mem-
bers, and constitutional and bylaw changes. Churchwide officers and staff
will report to the assembly. Representatives of ecumenical partner organiza-
tions will address the voting members.

Significant funding for the assembly is provided by the churchwide organiza-
tion with some financial support from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, a not-
for-profit fraternal benefit society based in Minneapolis.

Preceding the assembly is a three-day conference, "Book of Faith Jubilee,"
based on the Book of Faith Initiative. Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., one
of eight ELCA seminaries, will host the event.

The ELCA Conference of Bishops and Church Council will meet separately
and together Aug. 16-17.

During the assembly, gatherings are planned for youth, young adult voting
members and for young professional church leaders. There will also be a
young adult networking event.

Information and the proposed schedule for the 2009 ELCA Church-wide
Assembly and proposals to be considered are at http://www.ELCA.org/
assembly on the ELCA Web site. For more information contact:
news@elca.org

http://www.elca.org/assembly/multimedia, and

ELCA News Blog: http://www.elca.org/news/blog”




*+%* STATISTICS *+1*

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND:
Worship - 73 (8:30) + 102 (11:00) = 175 (Total)
*Offerings - $10,443.18 (General Fund) + $1,905.00 (Debt Fund)
*QOther Offerings - $65.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$100.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorship) +
$25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$50.00 (Evangelism & Outreach) +
$50.00 (Capital Improvement Fund)
$300.00 (Good Samaritan Fund)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH:
Worship - 70 (8:30) + 118 (11:00) = 188 (Total)
*Offerings - $5,848.42 (General Fund) + $485.00 (Debt Fund)
*QOther Offerings - $15.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$200.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorship)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

¥ MEMORIALS:

General Fund
For James Koetting by Audrey & Joel Lehman, Annette Smith.
For Charles Donovan by Tom & Joan Hokanson, Craig & Laurie
Hohertz.
For Chris Lindig by Tom & Joan Hokanson.

Gifts & Memorials
For Marilyn Segner by Nick & Shirley Bohmann.

v SPECIAL GIFT:

General Fund
For Pastor Fetter’s birthday by Bob & Kim Thonhoff, B. L. & Marcie
Parker, Annette Smith.

LWR School Kits

A school kit may provide the only supplies

%Luﬂlﬂﬂﬂ for children returning to school after the
WMREI. disruption of war. School kits help parents

continue their children's education, even
while living in a refugee camp, for example. A school kit may also
be used in adult literacy classes.

Include the following items in each school kit:
Notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately
8" x 10 %2" totaling 150-200 sheets (if using 70-sheet note-
books, please include three); no loose-leaf paper
One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)
One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one
side and inches on the other
One pencil sharpener
Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure to-
gether with a rubber band
One eraser approximately 2 2" long
12 sheets of construction paper in assorted colors (if nec-
essary, fold in half to fit into the school kit bag)
One box of 16 or 24 crayons
One sturdy cloth bag approximately 12" X 14" with cloth
handles or drawstring closure. Downloadable patterns are
available at: www.lwr.org/beinvolved/docs/totebag.pdf

School supplies for LWR school kits may be placed in the bottom
drawer of the Armoire. Later, the supplies will be sorted and placed
into the cloth bags.

If you have questions, please call Barbara Tiedt, 892-2264

Food Pantry

Our Abiding Love Food Pantry is again distribut-
SCHOOL ing school supplies through August. We would
'l appreciate donations of binders, pocket fold-

ers, glue, glue sticks, pens, notebook paper,

dividers, colors, colored pencils, scissors, rulers, or any others
you would like to donate. Gently used or new backpacks will be
greatly appreciated. You may put your donations in the white bin
next to the Food Pantry box. Your support is appreciated.

We continue to need volunteers to pick up bread. If
you can help in this way, please contact Pat Hohertz,
282-1616. As always, we are always in need of pro-
tein items like tuna or other canned meat, cereal,
and peanut butter.

Food
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-”d!,ll,‘ 'fpul:d We Hope You Can Help!

The Altar Guild needs new members to help with both
early and late worship services. Please call Amelia
Mettke, 288-1994, if you are interested.

Mark your calendars for RALLY DAY, August 30th!

Special Sunday School Opening at 9:45 a.m.
Church-wide “Old-fashioned Picnic” at 12:15 p.m. Hamburgers &
hotdogs will be provided! Bring your favorites sides such as: beans,

(G006

SERVING LIST

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH:
Welcome Team—Men’s Group
Acolytes—Beth Sump (8:30) + Josh Escobedo (11:00)
Tray Holders—Tim Sump (8:30) + Rachel Karley (11:00)
Flowers—OPEN
Worship Assistants—Diane Albin (8:30) +
Audrey Lehman (11:00)
Communion Assistants—Hazeldean Dumler (8:30) +
Pat Andrews (11:00)

Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Amelia Mettke (8:30) +

Marcy Cornell & Karen Gonzalez (I 1:00)
Ushers—Bruce & Cindy Atwell (8:30) +

Charlie & Ann Lunday, Tim Sump (11:00)

Council Assistant—]Jeri Lyn Sump

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD:
Welcome Team—Sarah Circle
Acolytes—Alex Santos (8:30) + Evan Karley (11:00)
Flowers—Mettke
Worship Assistants—Kyle Ayoub (1 1:00)
Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Amelia Mettke (8:30) +
Marcy Cornell & Karen Gonzalez (I 1:00)

Ushers—Bruce & Cindy Atwell (8:30) +

Charlie & Ann Lunday, Tim Sump (11:00)
Council Assistant—Cindy Atwell

Coffee Service for August—Hannah Circle

coleslaw, raw veggies, fruit salad, chips & dips, and desserts.

(=G 0:06




..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.....PEOPLE..

IN THE HOSPITAL: B.L. Parker, South Austin, Rm. 435
HOME FROM DAY SURGERY: Charlie Lunday

DEATHS: Helene Kramer, aunt to Laurie Donovan
Max Christian “Chris” Lindig, cousin to Joan Hokanson
Steven Hall, brother to Jo Ann Metz
James Koetting, step-father to Reggie Kikta

PRAYER-REQUESTS:

** Gloria Rech

** Steve Essinger

** Dana Broddrick

** Edna Graeber

** Susie Brown

** Christian-Charles dePlicque

** Barb Corbis (friend of Rose & Ron Leoni)

** Woody Joe (Nanette Dew’s brother-in-law)

** Anita Rode (Joan Hokanson'’s aunt)

** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt)

** Marsha Donovan (Laurie’s mother)

** Ronda Bell (niece of Kim & Bob Thonhoff)

** Sherri Leimgruber (Rose Leoni’s niece)

** Bev Spaeth & family (Kim Thonhoff’s sister-in-law)
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Pat De Salvo (Joyce Kuntschik’s sister)

** Desda “Sissy” Smith (Monte Jane Buaas’ niece)
** Auburn Traycik (Lisa Beach’s sister)

** Cindy Greenwood (friend of Peggy Suggs)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister)

** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents)
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents)
** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

** Ron Duncan

** Carolyn Johnson
** Harley Fetterman
** Amber Karley

** Blake Johnson

Prayers of safety for the following:

** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army

** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force

** MSgt Michael Eichler with the US Air Force

** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines

** For all those in the military services overseas.
** Prayer of thanks from Audrey Lehman - “Thank you, Lord, for
your gift of love as shown through the hearts of this congregation
for my trip to the Ukraine.”

vy v v

. ... Parker Blake DeBord was baptized on Sunday, Aug. 9,
S ;, at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. Parents are K.B. &
i % Brooke (Krause) DeBord. Sponsors: Derrick Krause,
Hila Jodi DeBord, and Jacob DeBord. Grandparents: Hugh &
S}Iﬁ F]II Teresa Krause. Great-grandparents: Polly & the late Y.F.
L " Miller.

vy v v

Congratulations to Dana Kornfuehrer & Joseph
=, Martinez at the celebration of their marriage on Sat.,
|BRY August 1st, with Pastor David Fetter officiating. (Note:

# Dana is the daughter of David & the late Susan

. Kornfuehrer.) We pray that they will experience much

Marmage joy and many blessings in their new life together as
husband and wife.

vy v v

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

Aug. 16—Ethan Eichler, Mike Shane, Francis Verzwyvelt

Aug. 17—Haley Ronshausen

Aug. 19—Anthony Gonzales, Lindsay Krabbenhoft

Aug. 20—Peyton Atkinson, J.C. Cox, Chad Johnson,
Tammy Santos, Cameron Strickland

Aug. 21—Vera Kirkham, Gloria Rech, Mark Schattenberg

Aug. 22—Caroline Olson, Sam Olson, Vicki Sutton

Aug. 23—Donna Eastty

Aug. 24—Jason Thonhoff o L r

Aug. 25—Christian-Charles dePlicque

Aug. 27—John Austin Eﬁuﬂl

LT

Aug. 29—Julie Rompel
AUGUST ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

PROPERTY WORKDAY—Sat., Aug. 15, 8:00 a.m. (Help needed!)
NIA CLASS—Sat., Aug. 15, 9:00 a.m.
Sat., Aug. 15, 9:00 a.m.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., Aug. 16, 1:00 p.m.
Sun., Aug. 23, 1:00 p.m.
GAMES & FELLOWSHIP—Mon., Aug. 17, 9:30 a.m.
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., Aug. 17, 1:30 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 24, 1:30 p.m.
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY BOLD STEP
TEAM—Mon., Aug. 17, 7:00 p.m.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., Aug. 17, 7:00 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 24, 7:00 p.m.
MEN’S BREAKFAST—Tue., Aug. 18, 6:20 a.m.
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Aug. 18, 7:00 a.m.
Tue., Aug. 25, 7:00 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Aug. 18, 10:30 a.m.
Tue., Aug. 25, 10:30 a.m.
RUTH CIRCLE—Tue., Aug. 18, 7:00 p.m.
KAIROS MEETING WITH PASTORS KJELLBERG &
SWENSON—Wed., Aug. 19, 7:00 p.m.
WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., Aug. 20, 9:30 a.m.
Thu., Aug. 27, 9:30 a.m.
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., Aug. 20, 9:45 a.m.
Thu., Aug. 27, 9:45 a.m.
KAIROS MEETINGS CONTINUED:
MISSION DEVELOPMENT TEAM—Thu.. Aug. 20, 7:00 p.m.
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM—Thu.. Aug. 20, 7:00 p.m.
“CREATING TREASURES” GROUP—Fti., Aug. 21, 7:30 p.m.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., Aug. 25, 7:00 p.m.
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.—
Tue., Aug. 25, 7:00 p.m.
GOLF COMMITTEE—Wed., Aug. 26, 6:30 p.m.
WELCA BOARD—Wed. Aug. 26, 7:00 p.m.

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 14TH:
“11th Sunday after Pentecost”

Proverbs 9:1-6
Psalm 34:9-14
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 23RD:
“12th Sunday after Pentecost”

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69
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From the Board of Trustees of SWCM, Inc.’s Amber’s Angels
Caring Ministry, for the charitable donations contributed by
Abiding Love in 2008. “We are most grateful for your generous
contribution.”

From the Golf Committee to those who have contributed re-
cently to the “Chip in for Children’s” fundraiser. We have made
progress toward the goals set. Your donations of time, players,

teams, prizes, and goodie bag items is very much appreciated!

From Kim Thonhoff to Reese Yetter and Emma & Katherine
Albin for their assistance with the Kairos message on Sunday,
Aug. 9th. Our Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family
Ministry Committee would like to thank Mixed Blessings for
making room for us in the structure of the Service so our mes-
sage could be shared with the Congregation.

From Kim Thonhoff to all the members of the Kairos Bold Step
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Committee for their dili-
gence in moving forward on the visioning tasks. | thank them
for stepping forward to lead the upcoming interviews with our
Congregation so we can receive the valuable input our Abiding
Love members have to offer.

From the Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family Minis-
try Committee toLuAnn Glowacz for joining our group and as-
suming responsibility for many of the delegated tasks. We also
thank Jeff Roberts for “video blogging” our Kairos message
that was presented on Sunday, August 2.

To the Senior High Youth and their Sponsors for sharing about
their experiences during the National Youth Gathering. It was
heartwarming to see their Lights radiating God’s Love and to
hear their stories about how God’s Love can transform and em-
power all of us to make a difference. All the Summer Sunday
School presentations have been rewarding. Thanks to all who
prepared and presented this past summer!

From the Christian Service Board to Steve Bewsey at Life-
Works and Malisa DiGiacomo at Safe Place for the tours and
information shared about their programs with our RCAH Board
and church members. Their generosity and kindness are great
examples of how God can touch those in the Community who
need HOPE.

To Dona Brooks, J.D. Bostick, Karron Lewis, our Choir, Bill
Hatcher, and Tim Sump for their special music at both services
on Aug. 2nd, celebrating music of J.S. Bach and G.F. Handel.

To Jeff Roberts for his dramatic presentations of Johann
Sebastian Bach on Sunday, August 2nd, and to Dona Brooks
for her comments.

To Kim Thonhoff for her Children, Youth, & Family Ministry
Bold Step Team temple-talks on Sundays, August 2 (8:30a.m.),
and August 9 (11:00 a.m.).

To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership of the Con-
temporary Worship Service on Sunday, August 9th, 11:00 a.m.

From Cross Trails Ministry for supplying five dedicated, col-
lage-age staff members this summer: Wade Belew, Emily
Hohertz, McKinley Noster, Pual Schattenberg and Kim Sump.
Abiding Love supplied more staff members than any other con-
gregation! “We know that without your support and faith leader-
ship at their home congregation, we would not have such
strong leaders to work with in our ministry... thank you for your
role in raising up Christian leaders.” Cross Trails served 2,300
people at camp this summer.

vy v v

BULLETIN BOARD

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Aug. 26th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Aug. 24th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

More thank you notes:

From Wade Belew: “Dear Abiding Love WELCA members,
Thank you for the check for college that will be a whole lot of
help. Thank you again! Love, Wade”

From Travis Tharp: “Thank you for supporting the youth group
on the trip to New Orleans. Y’all were in our prayers every day.
Love, Travis”

THE QUILT HANGING from the balcony in the Sanc-
tuary was created by some of the women who at the
Women'’s Retreat in April. The quilt will be donated to
Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio and will
be given to a wounded soldier.

1 House at a Time

Mark your calendars for a Christian Service event on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12th. We will be helping a local low-income household make
their home more energy efficient. There will be more information
published on how we can help in the very near future. We can make
a difference! Call Tom Hokanson, 892-4139, for details.

,;Ii;_-u":l kb

" i E‘ Membership Care Board and the Youth Board are
planning a luncheon honoring our senior citizens (age
ii' 2 60 and older) on September 27th, after the 11:00 a.m.
sn A= Worship Service. Lunch will be provided by the Mem-
‘gi":;:i::ﬁ bership Care Board and served by our High School

el youth.

Mark Your Calendars!

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our

community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love

Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by:
Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully
and freely to the Lord;

Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing
respect and love for all;

Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

Demonstrating love through actions;

Being excited for Jesus; and

Praying frequently.




2009 ELCA National Youth Gathering

We have been collecting responses from our youth and spon-
sors who attended the National Youth Gathering in New
Orleans, July 22-26. Read about their awesome experiences!

Sarah Chiang: “The Gathering was an awesome experience. |
loved it! The music and all the speakers were really cool. | am so
glad | got to go.”

Travis Tharp: “My experience at the gathering was great, | feel
like each an every night | came closer to God while singing and
dancing in the Superdome. Also walking to and from everywhere
we went while singing camp songs brought our church and every-
one around us much closer together.”

Emma Albin: "The Natlonal Youth Gathering was one of the
most amnzing experiences, ever! It was awesome to be able
to pretty much take over part of a city with 37,000 positive
people, and to all feel the same way about Loving God and
His creatlon. ' so happy that (have a chance to go to an-
other gathering.”

Andie Jones: “The National Youth Gathering was an amazing, and
truly once in a lifetime experience. Being in that city with 37,000 other
Lutherans was awe inspiring. The fact that we were all there for one pur-
pose, to serve God, really helped me grow in my faith. After hearing all of
the speakers and musicians, and hearing their stories and testimonies, I
feel that I am part of something great and that God's love works miracles.
1 have to say though, that possibly my favorite thing was seeing how
friendly everyone was. If only we could count how many free hugs we re-
ceived, it would probably be in the thousands.”

Sara Pavey: I'm so happy I got to go to the Gathering! The
speakers were just amazing, and everybody was so friendly. I
don't think I'm ever going to forget this!

Katherine Albin: “It was a once in a lifetime experience; hearing
people's stories from Katrina, listening to the original form of
jazz, the sheer number of other Lutheran youth our age was in-
credible, oh and | can't forget trying alligator meat (definitely
out of my comfort zone!). Most of all sharing the love of God
with the wonderful city of New Orleans and feeling the impact
of their love that they gave us right back. “

Janea Escobedo, Sponsor: “This was my first National Gather-
ing and it was amazing! I was truly blessed to see 37,000 teenagers
coming together in unity to change the world. I was amazed by the
enthusiasm and outpouring of love from these young adults. There is
no doubt that with a little encouragement, they WILL change the
world! Thank you to EVERYONE for your prayers and support.
Please continue to pray for these young people to be strong and know
they have the power of our Lord with them.”

Dale Sump, Sponsor: “Jesus, Justice, Jazz. The youth and adults
were immersed in worship, music, study, service, learning, and
prayer. We heard from faithful leaders from around the world, car-
ing for others. The Gathering was a time of change and growth be-
cause we gathered in the presence of God's Spirit with others who
journey with Jesus. | will carry lasting memories of the time we had
together and the experiences we shared.”

Thanks so much for sharing with us! We were honored to sup-
port all of you!

Children’s Center Corner

On Saturday, August 1st, the entire Children’s Center
staff attended an all day workshop at Texas Lutheran

I University in Seguin. The theme this year was “Helping
~ Hands for Jesus”.

We attended sessions on Positive Guidance, SIDS and
Shaken Baby Syndrome, Early Brain Development,
Godly Play, Helping Children Grow Within Develop-
mentally Appropriate Stages, and Learning to Balance Your Life.
We all came back with some new ideas and are reminded of how
blessed we are to work with the Lord’s precious little ones.

—Donna Eastty, Director

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.0.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

August 30—1:30 p.m.—Lead Rally Day Games

B
Make plans to come for RALLY DAY, August 30th!

Special Sunday School Opening at 9:45 a.m.

Church-wide “Old-fashioned Picnic” at 12:15 p.m.—

Hamburgers & hotdogs will be provided! Bring your favorites sides
such as: beans, coleslaw, raw veggies, fruit salad, chips & dips,
and desserts.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School continues this summer
for children and adults!

1) Adult class - “Bible Boosters” -
S Old Testament Study (Numbers,
Deuteronomy, Leviticus). Meets all
summer long in the downstairs
Classroom 1&2.

Lewis, Pat Dove, Paul Mettke

Teachers: J.D.

2) Kids class - all ages and Parents TOO!! -
Come, Listen, and Learn from guest teachers
(church members) that will share their Talents,
Cultures, and Global Missions experiences!
Crafts! Music! Fun! Meets in the 2" floor
Commons Area:

Aug. 16th - Global Mission - Audrey Lehman
(Mission trip to Ukraine)

Aug. 23rd - Tower of Babel : World Record tower
building and Domino toppling or ?

Aug. 23rd **Please participate in Questionnaire—
“Re-Invigorating Children, Youth, & Family Ministry
Kairos Bold Step Team Update” on page 7

Aug 31 - RALLY DAY!!

3) New Adult class - “No Experience Necessary”
Study based on this book is meeting in the Library.




ENJOYING THE ROAD TRIPS OF LIFE AS WE TRAVEL ALONG
TO OUR FATHER’S HOME!
The One He Has Prepared For Us—Part 9
—by Annette Smith

I have been asked how much time I spend writing my articles and my re-
plies have been that amazingly while enjoying the “Road Trips” in my
day to day life, these messages just seem to always come to me without
much thought. Since spring many in our church and community have
been blessed with some great Road Trips on our journey through life.
The children, youth and many of us older children at ALLC were blessed
by the great VVacation Bible School, special summer Sunday school
lessons and services, summer camps and National Youth Gathering.
God’s older children were blessed with a great Road Trip to La-
Grange for our annual Women’s Retreat and the men enjoyed a Fun
Work Retreat on one of our Camp & Retreat Centers located on 77
acres of hill country at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville.

Recently | and other Lutherans from ALLC and across the state were
blessed as we took a Road Trip to Camp Chrysalis for a day of cele-
brating the accomplishments of our SW Texas Synod “Cross Trails
Ministry”” which began in 1950 and | attended as a teenager. Today this
ministry provides year round retreat services for the youth, adults and
families there and at the Ebert Ranch Camp and at offsite locations in order
to strengthen each who attends in their relationship with Christ, each other,
the church and communities. What a joy it was to visit with youth from
across the state who were working there, and to hear how much they en-
joyed being a part of the camper’s lives as new ones came in each week
where the Camp T-Shirts theme was “Road Trips” and became my
inspiration for this article. One of the workers is 25 and from Africa
where he is a minister to a church of 6500 members, and this was made
possible for him by the ELCA. This was also a special time for 5 of our
ALLC Youth who worked there this summer. Only two of the original
cabins remain, but the largest building with its unique architecture
dating back to the 1920’s still remains as the Chapel. Thanks to the
many donors and volunteers who support this program, there are now
many more larger and newer housing facilities and improvements in this
beautiful hill country setting with the big white cross on the hill still over-
looking the camp grounds and what my son remembers most when there.

Another blessing was our Sunday school hour when we heard how much
the Road Trip to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans meant
to each one who attended from ALLC. Thanks to all of you who sup-
ported them through your donations, the garage sale, car washes, meal
sponsors, etc. Some of the comments shared were “This opportunity meant
the world to me. I was so amazed to see those 38,000 people come together
to worship, work, play and pray together. I feel so blessed. We learned
about people’s lives after Katrina and I am thankful we were able to go
there to help them. | thank God for people like you who help me experi-
ence the Lord!

Our ALLC friend Audrey Lehman, took a long Road Trip to the
Ukraine for a two week mission trip and was also blessed by your support
and prayers as every need was met and another successful mission for
Christ was accomplished. Two of our younger adults, Kim Sump and
Paul Schattenberg also traveled on a Road Trip to a Mexico border
town for a week of mission work after a summer of work at Camp
Chrysalis.

Thanks to God for these many opportunities. Even though you may
not have traveled personally, many of you were an important part of
these Road Trips along the journey of life and touched many lives
along the way in one way or another for Christ. On a recent Road Trip
to Alabama for a family reunion at one of the stops along the way,
while in the restroom a lady was joyfully singing “Oh, How | Love Je-
sus. “ May that same love for our God be with us all as we continue on
those many Road Trips through our life. “We have shared together the
blessings of God.” — Philippians 1:7

Dear God, be with me each day as I travel on the many road trips of
life. Show me thy way to be of service to you and those who are in need
of your word and my help, in order to be a blessing in the lives of those

Golf Committee Update

The Golf Committee is still finalizing the
o details of the upcoming “Chip in for Chil-
%ﬁ%ﬁgﬁhﬂ dren” fund raiser for the ALLC Children’s

Center. The upcoming Golf Tournament
will be held at Grey Rock Golf Course on
Monday, September 21. Lunch will be
served at Noon and a Buck Mayers Golf Clinic will be offered before
the actual Tournament begins at 1:00 pm.

Tournament

Information about the Tournament is on display table in the Church
Narthex and we invite everyone to get involved in this exciting affair.
Thrivent has offered to match $1 for every $5 donated up to $1600.
This means that if we raise $8,000, Thrivent will increase the earn-
ings to $9600. You can help us reach that goal by playing in the Golf
Tournament as an Individual Player ($125) or a Team of Four Play-
ers ($500). You can also help with this fund raiser through Sponsor-
ship Contributions- Tournament Sponsor ($500), Beverage Sponsor
($300), Clinic Sponsors ($250), and Hole Sponsors ($100). It would
be very helpful if you would share this information with your family
and friends. Every one is welcome to “Chip in for Children.” The
Player fees are due on, or before, Monday, September 21, and the
Sponsorship fees are due on, or before, Sunday, September 6.
Cash or checks made out to “Abiding Love Lutheran Church” with
“Chip in for Children” on the byline will be accepted.

At the display table, you will also find information about the Raffle,
Golf Goodie Bags, and Volunteers. We welcome any contributions
with these needs! If you are donating Raffle items, Goodie Bag
items, or Volunteering time, we would like to have the Contributions
and Volunteers finalized on, or before, Friday, September 11. The
excitement is now building for the “Chip in for Children” possibilities.
We appreciate all you are doing to help!

Dear Friends,

| am back from my trip to Cherkassy, Ukraine and Germany and | can truth-
fully say | felt your prayers. | was at total peace the whole time...traveling,
teaching, and sharing God’s love.

The school was a small one as we registered only 400 students. Of those
that came, only 12 professed to be Christians at registration time. By the
end of our school and gospel presentations, 7 out of every 10 students said
“yes” to Christ. Praise God!

One of the many highlights of the school was seen on the 2™ Sunday we
were there. Michael Gott, our leader and evangelist, was asked to preach.
He did and extended an invitation to the congregation to come to the front of
the church to invite Christ into their life. One of my students walked boldly
up to the front and said “yes” to Christ. Luda had been in my class and in
our school for only five days. She visited the church that Sunday for the first
time because of the invitation of Michael and the Pastor on the first days of
school. God’s Holy Spirit was alive and active in the church and school, and
it was the first time in all my mission trips to see one of my students openly
accept Christ in church. It was a true gift from God to our team...allowing us
to see His mighty power at work.

Once again | taught the “older students” on the Basic Conversation Level.
Most of them have been out of school for a long time and English is often
forgotten or never learned. Through repetition, interpretation by other stu-
dents, “body language” or pictures, we learn to explain ourselves and build a
bond of friendship along the way. There is always much laughter and joy as
the hours pass.

Although we never know how we have been used by Christ in our class-
rooms, it never fails to amaze me that there is always one unlikely student
who will be the first to communicate with me via email. | came home Friday
evening and by Sunday morning | had a note from Oleksii. He was my class
clown...and although he chose not to accept Christ at this time, the gospel
seeds were planted. | may not get to see the harvest but | know what has
been done.

So thank you, prayer warriors, for your wonderful prayers of love and sup-
port. May God bless you for your faithfulness as my partner on this trip.

Your sister in Christ,

in your world who ever and where ever they may be. Amen l

| Audrey

L=




Bold Step Team Update
Re-Invigorating Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
—by Kim Thonhoff, Team Coordinator

You have heard a lot recently at church about the mission of the
Kairos Bold Step Children, Youth, and Family Minstry Committee
these past two Sundays. We presented two messages- “Do Re Mi”
and “Kairos & Jelly Bellies.” If you missed “Do Re Mi,” a new Jeff
Robert’s “Blog” will appear soon with a link on our Church Web Site.
You can read all about “Do Re Mi.” there. If you missed the “Kairos
& Jelly Bellies” presentation, stop by Pastor Fetter’s office; we're
sure he’ll be happy to share with you a Taste of the emerging “New
Flavor” of our Vision.

Our next Committee meeting will be on Monday, August 17, in the
Church library at 7:00 pm. We will be discussing some new re-
search and setting the boundaries of our Vision statement. We will
also be preparing for the upcoming Interviews with members of the
congregation so we can include your DREAMS with ours! On Mon-
day, August 17, during Games Day, we will gather information from
our Older and Wiser Seniors by conversing with them over lunch
about the Kairos process. On Sunday, August 23, during the
Sunday school hour, our Committee members will interview
our High School & Middle School Youth and Parents who are
interested in the process. (We are seeking input from not only cur-
rent Parents of Children & Youth in our church but also from Parents
who will raise their Families in our ALLC Home.) We have listed the
Interview Questions below for all the groups being interviewed so
you can really think about your responses. Also, copies of these
questions will be available on the Coffee table in the Cross Wall Re-
ception Area for anyone who wants to input but will be absent on the
Interview Days. We thank you for taking the time to become in-
volved in the Kairos Movement! We are headed into the “BEYOND
BELIEF” experiences of the process!

The interview questions are listed below:
Senior Interview Questions:
1. What would you like to share with the Youth?

2. How would you like to be involved with the Youth? (Example -
Mentor, Need for Service of Youth, etc)?

3. How would you envision a Youth & Family Ministry at Abiding
Love?

High School & Middle School Questions:
1. What do you feel you are getting out of the Youth and Education

programs here at Abiding Love Lutheran Church?

2. What motivates you to “show up?”

3. Have there been experiences here that have not met up to your
expectations? Please share about those experiences.

4. What has nurtured you most in your spiritual growth or faith jour-
ney at Abiding Love Lutheran Church?

5. Do you feel connected to the congregation? In what ways or
areas?

6. Have you visited or heard about other church youth programs that
have been interesting to you? Describe them.

7. What makes you feel welcomed or accepted here at Abiding Love
Lutheran Church?

Parents (Future Parents) of Children & Youth Questions:

1. What would encourage you to volunteer with consistency? What
could we do to make you feel more comfortable as a volunteer?

2. What type of family activities in relation to the church would inter-
est you?

3. How can we foster your relationship with other parents as well as
with other church members?

4. What is your definition of spiritual growth?

5. When you engage in conversation with your child, what evidence

Re-Imagining Sunday Mornings
Bold Step Team Update

First, | would like to thank the members of this Team — Sherry Abra-
hamson, Pat Andrews, Jared Clarkson, Philip Drake, and Jill Feary
for their hard work so far on this team. We have been meeting
about every two weeks since the beginning of summer working on a
plan for a new vision for Sunday morning. We have also visited a
number of churches to see what is happening out there on Sunday
morning. We are very close to a finalized plan for when we meet
with Kairos and other Teams on Aug. 19.

You have already seen some of our ideas put into action on Sunday
morning and we hope you approve. There will be more to come.
We have received some comments, but would welcome all we can
get. My email is rosahatfield@gmail.com and my phone number is
899-1181. If you have a suggestion or comment (positive or nega-
tive), please let me know.

Our hope is that on Sunday morning you will experience the Risen
Christ, grow and learn as a Christian, gain a sense of Christian com-
munity, and through worship and prayer be inspired to do God’s
work.

Rosa Hatfield
Team Coordinator

Stewardship Ministry Team Report
by Reggie Kikta, Team Coordinator

The purpose of the Stewardship Ministry Team is to help God's peo-
ple grow in their relationship with Jesus through the use of the time,
talents, and finances God has entrusted to them.

We do this by focusing on the giver's need to give, not the church's
need to receive. When we do this we will inevitably use the lan-
guage of discipleship, not the language of membership. When we
focus on the giver's need to give, we will find in God's work an in-
valuable wealth of resources to enrich our understanding. When we
focus on the giver's need to give, we will also help people ask the
right question. Don't ask the membership question, "How much
does the church need?" Rather, ask the discipleship question. "How
is God calling me to respond to God's presence in my life?”

The Old Testament provides the basis for God's people to use their
stewardship as a way for their relationship with God to grow. If
God's people understand that they are the owners of what they
have, or if they understand that they have accumulated resources
through their own accomplishments rather than from the good and
generous hand of God, then a right understanding of stewardship is
almost impossible. As stewardship leaders, we will find and utilize
ways to help God's people see God as the source - and God's chil-
dren as the stewards - of all that is under their care. Sermons, talks
in worship and newsletter articles are all ways to communicate this
message. This will be an ongoing strategy to be able to deeply em-
bed this to accomplish a culture of generosity in our congregation.

The above paragraphs come from the book Ask, Thank, Tell by
Charles R. Lane. More excerpts to come.

Questions continued from previous column ...

6. What faith based activities do you engage in together at home
with you’re your family?

7. What values should be instilled in your child emphasized through
family ministry opportunities?

8. With what frequency would you like to see family ministry and
youth activities to occur?

9. Have you encouraged your child to become involved in the inner
missions of the church? In what have you encouraged your child to

(s) have you seen of spiritual growth? ... continued in the next column | 7 | become involved with at Abiding Love Lutheran Church?




