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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 
Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 

Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 

President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Kids & Parents—2nd Story Commons Area 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “No Experience Necessary” — Library 
               

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

 
†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 

Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 

Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 

Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 

Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 

Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                

Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 

 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 

Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULESUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULESUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULESUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE    
    

8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.————Traditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional Worship    
    

Aug 2 Aug 2 Aug 2 Aug 2 ---- Classic celebration of the music of  Classic celebration of the music of  Classic celebration of the music of  Classic celebration of the music of 
                                                        Bach and Handel (both serviBach and Handel (both serviBach and Handel (both serviBach and Handel (both services)ces)ces)ces)    

    

11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.————Alternative Worship Experience:Alternative Worship Experience:Alternative Worship Experience:Alternative Worship Experience:    
Aug 9 Aug 9 Aug 9 Aug 9 ---- Contemporary Contemporary Contemporary Contemporary        
Aug 16 Aug 16 Aug 16 Aug 16 ---- Contemplative Contemplative Contemplative Contemplative        
Aug 23 Aug 23 Aug 23 Aug 23 ---- Jazz Service Jazz Service Jazz Service Jazz Service        
Aug 30 Aug 30 Aug 30 Aug 30 ---- R R R Rally Dayally Dayally Dayally Day    
    

Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!    
More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.    
More awesome silence.More awesome silence.More awesome silence.More awesome silence.    
More awesome music.More awesome music.More awesome music.More awesome music. 

The Tie That Binds 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
Today, in my daily Bible readings, I was in in the Book of Exodus 
and came to this familiar passage where Moses asks God to tell 
him God’s name: 
 

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 
‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you’, and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, 
“I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Isra-
elites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus 
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ances-
tors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you’: 
            This is my name forever,  
            And this is my title for all generations.” (Exodus 3:13-15) 

 

The new Lutheran Study Bible gives this commentary: “In Hebrew 
thought, names embody the essential character of a person or god. 
The Hebrew root of God’s personal name is YHWH (Yahweh), 
which means ‘to be’ or, more accurately, ‘to be present’. The prom-
ise ‘I will be with you’ provides one interpretation of God’s name.” 
 

An anonymous poet, reflecting on this name that God used when 
speaking to Moses, has written: 
 

“My name is I AM. If you live in the past, it will be very 
hard, for I am not there. My name is not I WAS.  
And if you live in the future, it will be very hard, for my 
name is not I WILL BE. 
But if you live in the present, it is not hard, for my name is 
I AM.” 

 

The great “I AM” is with us right now, every moment, of every day! 
God is always there. God is always available in whatever present 
situation you are facing. 
 

I am thankful that God’s word reminded me of this promise and 
truth today, so I wanted to share it with you. It is Good News! 
 

Is this why Jesus said:  “And remember, I AM with you always to 
the very end of the age”?! (Matthew 28:20) 
 
                                                         —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Lynnae is on vacation through 
Sunday, August 9th. 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 2ND: 

“9th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

Psalm 78:23-29 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 9TH: 

“10th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

1 Kings 19:4-8 

Psalm 34:1-8 

Ephesians 4:25—5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 

The Tie That Binds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IN REHABILITATION CENTER:  B.L. Parker,  
                                                      West Oak Rehabilitation, #212A 
                                                      3200 W. Slaughter Ln. 78748 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Gloria Rech  
 

HOME FROM DAY SURGERY:  Marilyn Essinger 
 

SCHEDULED FOR SURGERY:  Charlie Lunday (Aug. 6th) 
 

DEATHS:  Charles Donovan, father of Laurie Donovan, 
                            grandfather of J.C. Cox, Cristina Forshay,  
                            Marcy Hogan, Jenny Cox, Sara Carswell, and 
                            Katie Carswell 
                   Jay Schultz, brother of Hal Schultz 
 
PRAYER-REQUESTS:   

 

** Mark & Madison Lewis (flu)   ** Bill Brophy 
** Susie Brown                           ** Dana Broddrick 
** Elaine Schultz                         ** Amber Karley    
** Alan Matejowsky                     ** Blake Johnson                 
** Ron Duncan                            ** Bobbie Sawtelle               
** Carolyn Johnson                     ** Harley Fetterman 
** Rhonda Marks                        ** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** Ronda Bell (niece of Kim & Bob Thonhoff) 
** The Co-ed Via de Christo Weekend Retreat, July 30—Aug. 2 
** The family & friends of Laurie Donovan’s aunt at her death 
** Eric Essinger (Essinger’s grandson) 
** Phyllis Brooks (Aunt of Dona Brooks) 
** Ed Naumann (Rosa’s brother-in-law) 
** Sherri Leimgruber (Rose Leoni’s niece) 
** Marsha Donovan (Laurie’s mother) 
** Bev Spaeth & family (Kim Thonhoff’s sister-in-law) 
** Chance Brunnemann (Clarie & Dennis Streng-Broste’s grandson) 
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) 
** Pat De Salvo (Joyce Kuntschik’s sister) 
** Desda “Sissy” Smith (Monte Jane Buaas’ niece) 
** Auburn Traycik (Lisa Beach’s sister) 
** Cindy Greenwood (friend of Peggy Suggs) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the US Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
 

We have received a request for transfer of membership to Bethany 

Lutheran Church for Tate Noster. We ask God’s blessing on Tate 
in his new church home. 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
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* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 19TH: 
Worship - 69 (8:30)  +  90 (11:00)  =  159 (Total) 
*Offerings - $7,996.86  (General Fund)  +  $765.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $175.00 (Gifts & Memorials)  + 
                            $100.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorship)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 26TH: 
Worship - 45 (8:30)  +  102 (11:00)  =  147 (Total) 
*Offerings - $4,837.50 (General Fund)  +  $830.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $45.00 (Gifts & Memorials)  + 
                            $161.00 (Water to Thrive)  + 
                            $50.00 (Music Fund)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

 
 
 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
 

Debt Fund 
      For Travis Koehler by Sammie Thomas. 
 

General Fund 
      For Charles Donovan by George & Rosa Hatfield, Annette Smith,  
              Bob & Kim Thonhoff, Greta Rymal, Joel & Audrey Lehman, 
              Alan & Betty Matejowsky, B.L. & Marcie Parker. 
      For Travis Koehler by George & Rosa Hatfield, Diane McGowan, 
              Tom & Joan Hokanson, Ron & Cindy Kunz, Kenneth &  
              Mary Ann Eichler. 
      For Marilyn Segner by C.R., Cynthia, Natalie & Andrew Thomas,  
              Nancy Caraway, Herbert & Beatrice Grote, Diane McGowan, 
              Tom & Joan Hokanson, George & Rosa Hatfield, Sue Ellen  
              Jackson, Bill & Nan Hatcher, Clyde & Vicki Sutton, Kenneth &
              Mary Ann Eichler. 
 

Gifts & Memorials 
      For Charles Donovan by Marcy Cornell, Bill & Di Brophy. 
      For Marilyn Segner by Maurice & Sandra Hohmann. 
 

Music Fund 
      For Charles Donovan by Ron & Marcilynn League. 
 
 
 

♥ SPECIAL GIFT: 
 

General Fund 
      For Oran Percy’s 90th Birthday by B.L. & Marcie Parker. 

      We Hope You Can Help! 
 
The Altar Guild needs new members to help with 
both early and late worship services. Please call 
Amelia Mettke, 288-1994, if you are interested. 

Home Communion 
 

The Membership Care Board has trained teams 
for taking Holy Communion to people who may 
not be able to get to Sunday morning worship. If 
you are interested in having someone bring you 
home Communion, please call the Church Office, 
892-4040, or speak to Pastor Fetter or Pastor 

                            Lynnae. 

Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Abiding Love Food Pantry will again distribute school supplies 

beginning August 3rd. We would appreciate donations of binders, 
pocket folders, glue, glue sticks, pens, notebook paper, divid-
ers, colors, colored pencils, scissors, rulers, or any others you 
would like to donate. Gently used or new backpacks will be greatly 
appreciated. You may put your donations in the white bin next to the 
Food Pantry box. Your support is appreciated. 
 
We are thankful for all of our wonderful volunteers. Some begin 
working at 8 a.m. on Monday mornings to set up the pantry. Many 
work until 4 p.m. to serve our clients and to clean up . If you would 
like to see the pantry in operation, we welcome you to come for a 
visit. We have a group of volunteers who pick up bread on Saturday 
and Sunday mornings at the HEB store on Escarpment and Slaugh-
ter. We continue to need volunteers to pick up bread. If you can help 
in this way, please contact Pat Hohertz, 282-1616.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As always, we are always in need of protein items like tuna or 
other canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter.  

 
 
 
 

LWR School Kits 
 
A school kit may provide the only supplies for children returning to 
school after the disruption of war. School kits help parents continue 
their children's education, even while living in a refugee camp, for 
example. A school kit may also be used in adult literacy classes.  
 
Include the following items in each school kit:  

• Notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 
8" x 10 ½" totaling 150-200 sheets (if using 70-sheet note-
books, please include three); no loose-leaf paper  

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well)  

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other  

• One pencil sharpener  

• Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure to-
gether with a rubber band  

• One eraser approximately 2 ½" long  

• 12 sheets of construction paper in assorted colors (if nec-
essary, fold in half to fit into the school kit bag)  

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons  

• One sturdy cloth bag approximately 12" X 14" with cloth 
handles or drawstring closure. Downloadable patterns are 
available at: www.lwr.org/beinvolved/docs/totebag.pdf 

 
School supplies for LWR school kits may be placed in the bottom 
drawer of the Armoire. Later, the supplies will be sorted and placed 
into the cloth bags. 
 
If you have questions, please call Barbara Tiedt, 892-2264 
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           Mark Your Calendars! 
 
Membership Care Board and the Youth Board are 
planning a luncheon honoring our senior citizens on 
September 13th, after the 11:00 a.m. worship ser-
vice. Lunch will be provided by the Membership Care 
Board and served by our High School youth.  

Bold Step Team Report 
Re-Invigorating Children, Youth, and Family Ministry  

                                           —by Kim Thonhoff, Team Coordinator 
 

The Kairos Bold Step Youth and Family Ministry committee will be 
meeting again on Monday, August 3, and on Monday, August 17, at 
7:00 p.m. in the church library. We are sharing the information gath-
ered from books read, web sites searched, and interviews with other 
churches who are excited about their Family Ministry experiences. 
As we discuss our findings, we are looking for emerging themes that 
will help us create a unique vision statement for revitalization of 
Youth and Family Ministry at Abiding Love. We are not only focusing 
on Sunday school, but the whole process of developing stronger 
and more meaningful relationships with our youth, their families, and 
our congregation. We are also in the process of listing those Chris-
tian values that we would like to emphasize throughout our Family 
Ministry programs. We are looking forward to visiting with our Middle 
School & High School Youth and their families so our Family Minis-
try vision statement will reflect their dreams and aspirations for our 
church community. Your input and your prayers for guidance would 
be most helpful during this research period. 
 

In addition to our committee work, we are looking forward to hearing 
about the National Youth Convention that our High School Youth 
attended this past week. We are certain that their new excitement 
for Youth and Family Ministry will be contagious. In fact, all of us 
have an opportunity to be inspired by their experiences as they 
share about the convention during the Sunday school hour on Sun-
day, August 2.  We have all yearned to have our Youth and their 
Families more actively involved in our worship experiences. On 
Sunday, their presence could be the spark that ignites new and revi-
talized beginnings for the relationships we are so eagerly trying to 
foster.  So, don’t miss the opportunity to get to be in their presence! 
 

Once again, I would like to thank all the individuals who have 
worked endless hours during their summer break to be part of this 
committee. It has been a challenging task to move forward on this 
mission, but it has been done with an enthusiastic spirit and a dedi-
cated effort. We also appreciate the support of Pastor Fetter, Pastor 
Sorensen, and Pastor Swenson (Kairos).  Of course, we need to 
thank Cindy Kunz and Joan Hokanson for their extra time taken to 
assist us with our communications!  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact 
me (Kim Thonhoff) at 282-4480.  Thanks. 

Bold Step Team Update 
Re-Imagining Sunday Mornings  

 

Our team is continuing to work toward developing our goals for  
Sunday morning and the steps to implement these goals.  Our next 
meeting will be Wednesday, July 29.  At this meeting we plan to  
begin putting all of our research together into a detailed bold plan for 
our church. Our hope is to have a vision for Sunday morning; our 
goals for this vision; and an action plan for the vision.   
 

As we have said before, we welcome any comments or suggestions 
to help in this process.  My email is rosahatfield@gmail.com and my 
phone is 899-1181.  We would also welcome your prayers for the 
work we are doing.  
 

Rosa Hatfield 
Team Coordinator 

 

♥     ♥     ♥ 

 
MOVING THROUGH LIFE ON A FIRM FOUNDATION  

Part 8    
              —by Annette Smith 

 
In the last newsletter, my article mentioned how we receive eternal 
life through our baptism when we begin a new life in Jesus Christ. 
For many of us at ALLC, this began for us as a baby. God planned 
for us to enter the world as babies, grow up through the joys of 
childhood, learn to rely on others, and see the world through the 
eyes of simple faith before taking on the world as adults. Childhood 
is a special time.  Those who have watched a child grow in know-
ledge and maturity are amazed at this miracle. 
 

With the end of another school year in May, what a joy it was for 
many of us to observe graduations for various schools and colleges. 
Several “Abiding Love Seniors” were blessed to observe the 
graduation of 32 excited ALL Children’s Center students as they 
were each congratulated by Pastor Fetter. These children will go to 
Kindergarten and become the Class of 2022! We watched these 
children in their red caps and gowns sing their hearts out to praise 
God and share their love for Jesus.  What a joy it was to know they 
are progressing on a firm foundation on their path to maturity. 
Thanks to the opportunity provided for them by members of Abiding 
Love through events such as our annual “CHIP IN FOR CHIL-
DREN” Golf Tournament fundraiser which will benefit our Children’s 
Center Outreach Program. The tournament is scheduled for Mon-
day, September 21, 12 Noon, so mark your calendars now, and 
make plans to “Chip In” for a game of golf or sponsor a hole.  
 

On May 31st, we experienced more joy as we recognized 13 of our 
ALLC Youth who graduated from high school with many accom-
plishments! We encouraged them as they stepped into a new chap-
ter of their lives with plans and goals for more education and ca-
reers.  
 

Learning never ends, as adults move through life and encounter 
new opportunities and challenges each new day. A friend of mine 
who is 76 loves to read and recently decided to enroll in a college 
class to learn more about the Arabic culture and language because 
of a book he had read. As Christians we should always continue to 
increase our wisdom and knowledge of God’s word for our lives on 
a daily basis.  At ALLC we have many opportunities for God’s chil-
dren of all ages to grow in faith through God’s word. There are Sun-
day morning classes, study groups, circle meetings, Vacation Bible 
School, and various retreats and camps.  
 

In the Bible’s Book of Proverbs, God’s divine wisdom gives us 
knowledge and understanding of spiritual truths, and teaches us 
skills to master life’s challenges . We strive to follow God’s wisdom 
day by day.  According to the Bible, our purpose is to be inspired by 
a vision as to how God can use us in accomplishing his purpose. In 
Proverbs 1:23, God offers wisdom to all who desire it. When in 
doubt about anything, read the Book! God promises to send his 
Spirit through his Holy Word to help us understand God’s message. 
Every time, you open the Bible, God is by your side to help you un-
derstand and apply the truth to your life. “The revealed things be-
long to us and our children forever, to observe all the words of this 
law.” —Deuteronomy 29:28 (NRSV) 
 

“I can do all things through him (Christ) who strengthens 
me.” —Philippians 4:13 (NRSV) 
 

Dear God, help me continue to increase my knowledge and un-
derstanding each day as I study your word. Guide me as I 
search for hidden treasures to help me build a firm foundation 
that leads to eternity with you. Amen 
 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
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♦ From the Hohertz family to the Men's Group from Abiding Love 
for their generous donation to help move Matthew and Heather 
back to Austin. Your thoughtfulness and friendship is most 
greatly appreciated! 

 

♦ “To our Abiding Love family from B.L. and Marcie Parker:       
We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, calls, and 
visits during B.L.’s stay at the hospital and rehab center. We 
are very blessed to be in such a caring community! We en-
joyed all of your visits - the staff at the center thought we were 
holding our own church services based on the number of you 
that came by to share your time with us! Special thanks to Pas-
tor Fetter and Pastor Lynnae for their calls and visits. We cher-
ish your friendship and look forward to seeing everyone on a 
more regular basis in church as B.L.’s health improves. Doc-
tors and medicine are blessings, but we know that your prayers 
are powerful and we are grateful to all of you.” 

 

♦ To Pastors Fetter, Sorensen, and Essinger for leading the 
Communion Lay Assistant Training on Wed., July 15th. 

 

♦ To Joel Lehman, Lloyd Matthys, Pat Dove, Peggy Suggs, and 
Paul Atkinson for helping with Property Workday on Sat., July 
18th. They changed out the A/C filters in Activity Center and 
Children’s Center; replaced the gas water heater in Children’s 
Center; and repaired a collapsed A/C duct in east end of Chil-

dren’s Center. Gil stopped by for a few minutes to drop off   
materials for the duct repair. They also pressure washed the   
garbage carts and part of the Activity Center wall on the north 
side. Peggy weeded the prayer garden at the north end of   
Worship Center.  

 

♦ To Paul Atkinson for repairing air conditioning ducts and a toilet 
flush handle in the Children’s Center last week. 

 

♦ To everyone who attended the Ice Cream Social on Sun., July 
19th; to the Evangelism Board for organizing this great event; 
to Karron Lewis for leading the songs; and to Dona Brooks for 
playing  the piano. 

 

♦ To everyone who came to our 3rd Creating Treasures Craft 
Night on Friday, July 18th.  

 

♦ To Karron Lewis for her solo, “The Lord’s Prayer”, at the 11:00 
a.m. Contemplative Worship Service on Sun., July 19th. 

 

♦ To Reggie Kikta for her report on the Stewardship Ministry 
Team at both worship services on Sun., July 19th, and to Rosa 
Hatfield for her report on the Re-Imagining Sunday Mornings 
Bold Step Team on Sun., July 12th. 

 

♦ Thank you to Ed Mustoe from Odessy Health Care for partici-
pating in the Contemplative Worship Service on Sun., July 19. 

 

♦ To Dona Brooks for planning the music for the Cowboy Wor-
ship Service on Sunday, July 26th. 

 

♦ To the parents and sponsors who transported our Sr. Youth to 
and from bus departure and arrival meeting place at Geth-
semane Lutheran Church at 10 p.m. on July 21st and at 2 a.m. 
on July 27th. 

 

♦ To the Men’s Chorus for their special music at the 11:00 a.m.  
“Cowboy Worship Service” on Sun., July 26th. 

 

♦ To the Summer Worship Planning Group for our special 11:00 
a.m.  “Alternative Worship Experience” services in July. 

 
♥     ♥     ♥ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Aug. 12th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Aug. 9th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 

Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love 
Jesus Christ has for all people.   

Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 

and freely to the Lord; 
 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 

respect and love for all; 
 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  

        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 

strengthened in faith through Christian education; 
 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 

membership; 
 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 
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We give thanks to St Catherine’s Catholic Church for their very gen-
erous donation of more than a thousand pounds of food that was 
collected in their food drive. If you see a member of their congrega-
tion, please give them a personal thank you for their support.  
We continue to see new people at the pantry and are serving an 
average of 50 or more families each week. Your support of our 
community project is greatly appreciated.  
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
Aug. 3—Leane Bilberry, Katie Carswell 
Aug. 4—Debra Ayoub 
Aug. 5—Rodger Buie, Jr., Kim Koenig,  
              Lillia Mireles 
Aug. 6—Heather Lewis, Jason Renfro, Alexander Villalobos 
Aug. 7—Adam Ballard, Nathan Knebel 
Aug. 8—Reese Yetter 
Aug. 9—Pastor David Fetter, Evelyn Fuelberg, Braden Karley, 
              Terri Ramirez, Darla Vowell 
Aug. 10—Kenneth Fuchs, Ruth Heidemeyer, Peggy Suggs 
Aug. 11—Charlotte Ballard, Anna Meier, J.P. Perry 
Aug. 12—Paul Atkinson, Mimi Rhea 
Aug. 13—Ruth Frederick, Marian Hollien, Mark Sutton 
Aug. 14—Greta Rymal, Peter Wilson 
Aug. 15—Donald Vowell  



Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 

August 2— 9:45 a.m.—Teach Sunday School about our       
                             experiences at the New Orleans                  
              National Youth Gathering!  
 

August 12—11:00 a.m.—Underground Bowling 
              Call Pastor Lynnae or Jeff Roberts if you are going!  
 

August 30—1:30 p.m.—Lead Rally Day Games 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Sunday School continues this summer 
for children and adults! 

 

1) Adult class – “Bible Boosters” -  
Old Testament Study (Numbers,  
Deuteronomy, Leviticus).  Meets  
all summer long in the downstairs 
Classroom 1&2. 

Teachers: J.D. Lewis, Pat Dove, Paul Mettke 
 

2)  Kids class - all ages and Parents TOO!! – 
Come, Listen, and Learn from guest teachers 
(church members) that will share their Talents,  
Cultures, and Global Missions experiences!   
Crafts! Music! Fun!  Meets in the 2nd floor  
Commons Area: 
 

Aug. 2nd – Jesus Justice Jazz 
Teachers: Sr. High Youth Group’s         
National Youth Gathering  
participants  

                     

Aug. 9th – Global Experience 
Teachers:  Gisela Armstrong               
(Venezuela) & J.C. Cox (Chile) 
 

3)  New Adult class - “No Experience Necessary” 
Study based on this book is meeting in the Library.  

Children’s Center Corner 
 

This incredibly hot summer has been very taxing on 
the staff who have been caring for the children at the 
Children’s Center. It seems like we have the stamina 
for maybe 10 minutes outdoors, and then it is back 
inside we go. 
 

I often refer to this time of year as the “long, hot sum-
mer”. In spite of the heat, the children arrive with a 
cheerfulness that gives sweetness to each day.  
 

We have studied the ocean, had Hawaiian  
Luaus, princess tea parties, and lots of water play. 
 

Pray for us as we continue to endure this heat. 
May we continue to love what we do and know 
that we each make a difference. 
 

                                                          Donna Eastty, Director 
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2009 ELCA National Youth Gathering 
Our 16 youth and 4 sponsors are back!  

 

ELCA NEWS SERVICE—July 24, 2009— 

New Orleans Mayor Welcomes, Praises ELCA Youth 

Gathering Effort 
 

NEW ORLEANS (ELCA) -- Praising the "miracle" of the Youth Gathering 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the mayor of 
New Orleans, C. Ray Nagin, issued a proclamation declaring July 24 "A 
Special Day of Honor" on the ELCA and the gathering's volunteers for 
contributing to the city's recovery. 
Nagin hosted a news conference at Joseph Brown Park in New Orleans 
East, an area of the city devastated by severe flooding following the col-
lapse of levees in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Some 200 volun-
teers, including the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, worked 
in summer heat to clear brush and debris in the park.  
They are part of some 37,000 Lutheran teenagers, adult leaders and other 
volunteers who are here July 22-26 for the 2009 Youth Gathering. "Jesus 
Justice Jazz" is the theme of activities at the convention center and the 
Louisiana Superdome. Participants are fanning out across the area to nearly 
200 community service sites. 
'Thank you. Thank you. Thank you," Nagin began in his remarks to the 
volunteers. 
"You're welcome!" the volunteers responded. 
Aug. 29 is the fourth anniversary of the hurricane, Nagin said. "Four years 
of watching miracle after miracle. God is good!" the mayor said. 
"All the time!" the volunteers responded. The mayor and the volunteers 
repeated the phrases in reverse. 
"I can tell you so many stories about how this city has overcome so many 
different challenges. When the devil was the most busy, God stepped in 
and did miracle after miracle. Today I'm looking at another miracle," the 
mayor told the volunteers. 
Nagin noted the significant presence of the Youth Gathering participants, 
adult chaperones and volunteers throughout the city this week. "We have 
had so many volunteers to come from around the country and around the 
world, but for some reason your presence here is different, special and 
takes everything to the next level," he noted. 
About 80 percent of the city's residents have returned since Katrina, the 
mayor said, adding there's some $20 billion worth of construction activity 
currently in the city. 
Hanson thanked the mayor for the recognition, but said, "We have not 
come to call attention to ourselves. We have come to do God's work with 
our hands. We have come not to shine light on us, but to learn from the 
people of New Orleans. I want to say on behalf of the people of ELCA, 
thank you to you, thank you to the people of New Orleans for being our 
teachers." 
Hanson said the ELCA had made a commitment for the 2009 Youth Gath-
ering to be in New Orleans before Katrina. After the storm and destruction, 
Hanson said it was clear "God was calling us to keep that commitment, and 
so we are here." 
He also offered special thanks to ELCA members in New Orleans and 
southeastern Louisiana for their tireless work and for "being the presence 
of the Lutheran Church" here. Hanson said the ELCA is "committed to 
standing with (ELCA members in Louisiana) and the people of the city for 
the continued recovery that lies ahead." 
Hanson presented the same backpacks the youth received to the mayor and 
 

                                                                               continued in next column 

 

 

Cynthia Willard-Lewis, a New Orleans city council member who repre-
sents New Orleans East. 
"This is a remarkable group of people," said Heidi Hagstrom, director, 
ELCA Youth Gathering to Nagin. "They are remarkable because your citi-
zens are remarkable." Hagstrom noted that 30,000 people had registered 
for the gathering in the first 24 hours of registration. "That is an expression 
to you of how important we think your city is to the history of our country, 
and how much we take seriously our call to stand with you in the midst of 
all your struggles," she said. 
On July 25 the ELCA, with local partners, will host a free health fair in 
City Park for residents. Free immunizations will be offered to students, and 
blood pressure and diabetes screening will be offered to adults. The ELCA 
will also host reading fairs in five locations in the city to promote literacy. 
Books will given to school-age children. 
More information about the 2009 Youth Gathering is at http://www.ELCA.
org/gathering on the ELCA Web Site. 



 
 

*  *   SERVING IN AUGUST  *  * 
 
 

                             8:30 a.m.                                11:00 a.m.                                                                      
             
  

ACOLYTES:              2 - Katherine Albin                    Ben Collins 
                                   9 - Kyle Huddleston                   Sarah Chiang 
                                 16 - Bethany Sump                     Josh Escobedo 
                                 23 - Alex Santos                          Evan Karley 
                                 30 - Kelsey Hollien                      Deanna Vowell 
 
 
 

TRAY HOLDERS:     2 - Holly Ayoub                          Sam Collins 
                                 16 - Tim Sump                             Rachel Karley 
           
 
 

FLOWERS:                2 - Lewis, Suggs 
                                   9 - Atkinson, Fetter, Suggs 
                                 16 - OPEN 
                                 23 - Mettke 
                                 30 - OPEN 
  
 

 
ALTAR GUILD:                      8:30 a.m.—Margaret Dove & Amelia Mettke 
                                              11:00 a.m.—Marcy Cornell & Karen Gonzalez 
 
 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:      8:30 a.m. - Paul Mettke (2nd); Royce Abrahamson (9th); Diane Albin (16th) 
                                               11:00 a.m. - Bill Hatcher (2nd); Jill Hokanson (9th); Audrey Lehman (16th); 
                                                                   Kyle Ayoub (23rd); Tim Sump (30th) 
 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:     8:30 a.m. - Kay Nicholson (2nd); Hazeldean Dumler (16th) 
                                                    11:00 a.m. - Ruth Shane (2nd & 9th); Lenore Moltz (16th) 

                                                            
 
USHERS:      8:30 a.m.—Lloyd & Karin Matthys (2nd & 9th); Bruce & Cindy Atwell (16th, 23rd, 30th) 
                    11:00 a.m.— Charlie & Ann Lunday and Tim Sump 
 
 

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:       Joel Lehman (2nd); Margaret Dove (9th); Jeri Lyn Sump (16th); Cindy Atwell (23rd); 
                                                 Marian Hollien (30th) 

 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:            Hannah Circle 
 
 

WELCOME TEAMS:            Sr.  High Youth (2nd); Middle School Youth (9th); Men's Group (16th);  
                                              Hannah Circle (23rd); Evangelism Board (30th) 


