The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

A 30-Year Legacy of Love

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512.892.4040

First Friday Free Movie, Aug. 6th
6:30 pm - Doors open

7:00 p.m. - Movie begins

Fetter Activity Center
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Love Letter No. 1253

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

July 28, 2010

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com

Interim Pastor: Paul Blom
(Office (part-time) 892-4040/Home: 1-512-240-5364)
pjblom41@gmail.com

President: Bob Thonhoff
(Home: 282-4480)
E-mail: rht-tce@swbell.net

@ ® ® ®©
SUMMER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

June 6 — September 5

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9:00 a.m. — Worship (Sanctuary)

10:15 a.m. — Adult Study
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1& 2, Worship Ctr.
Adult Study - Reclaiming the “L” Word —Activity Center

6:00 p.m. — Worship Unplugged (Sanctuary)
Casual, and family led!
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks
Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Full-time program: M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
(Part-time program: T-F, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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The Tie That Binds

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 1ST:
“Tenth Sunday After Pentecost”

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Psalm 49:1-12

Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 8TH:
“Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost”

Genesis 15:1-6

Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 15TH:
“Mary, Mother of Our Lord Sunday”

Isaiah 61:7-11
Psalm 34:1-9
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 1:46-55

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 22ND:
“Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost”

Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST 29TH:
“Fourteenth Sunday After Pente-
cost”

Proverbs 25:6-7
Psalm 112
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

“Free Wheeling It!”

From Pastor Lynnae

| remember learning how to ride a bike - without the train-
ing wheels. My Dad taught me and he started by running
beside me, with his hand on the back of the seat. He kept
panting out “I’ve got you, I’ve got you!” Even though |
knew that | could trust my Dad, | was still scared. Eventu-
ally, he either got tired of running or he got frustrated with
my slow progress and he just gave a big push - and watched
me go!

Maybe, he really knew when | was ready, because he
changed his mantra from “I’ve got you!” to “You’ve got it!”
It seems like we’ve taken the chance, here at Abiding Love,
and we are taking off the training wheels. | guess at 30
years old, it’s time. With the retirement of the founding
pastor and the planned changes in leadership we are ready
to free wheel it! We’ve been good at rolling along with the
way that things have been done for a long time, but now
we are trying to do some things differently. Worship
Unplugged, Godly Play, Interim Pastors— there is a whole
list of “new”— but there are plenty of things that remain
the same. You can rest assured that ministry will continue
and that in this time of transition, we will still worship,
still teach, still answer the Call to Word and Sacrament,
hospital and home.

| remember getting so good at riding my bike that | could
throw my hands in the air and cry out, “Hey, Dad, look at
me!”

MNew Bible
Study Series

What: An overview of the Gospel of Matthew with
focuses on specific texts

When: Wednesday mornings -- 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Dates: August 11, 18, 25, & September 1

Leader: Pastor Paul Blom

Who: Any and all are invited to attend and participate

Resources: Bring your Bible

Questions: Contact the church office and/or Pastor Paul

# The next meeting is scheduled for Sun., Aug. 15th, at
; = 3:00 p.m. in the Library.
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Dear Membership of Abiding Love Lutheran Church:

A Congregational Meeting is hereby called for Sunday,
August 8, 2010, to begin immediately after the Sunday
Morning Service about 10:15 AM. The purpose of this
meeting is to have a congregational vote on calling
Pastor Lynnae Sorensen from Associate Pastor to
Senior Pastor. A 2/3 majority of a quorum present is
required to initiate this call. A secret ballot will be taken.

Yours in Christ,
ABIDING LOVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Bob Thonhoff
Congregation President
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Children’s Center Fence Replacement

Kyle Ayoub is replacing the fence at the Children’s Center for his
Eagle Scout Project on Saturday, August 21st and Sunday, August
22.

Help and tools would be greatly appreciated.

For details, call Kyle at 301-5438 or 925-7888, or email him at
kyleayoub@austin.rr.com

Paul Atkinson, our Church Properties Board Director has scheduled
our monthly Properties Workday on Saturday, August 21st, to coin-
cide with Kyle’s project so that Kyle will have plenty of help.

Seminar and Support Group - 13 Weeks
Sunday, June 27th
JJEHUIH'[Z( are. Y DIVORS '1:( are.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Downstairs Classroom
Abiding Love Worship Center
There aren’t many people around you who understand the pain your
separation or divorce has caused. To you. Your family. Your friends.
That's the reason for DivorceCare.
It's a special weekly support group and seminar conducted by
people who understand what you are experiencing. Most impor-
tantly, you'll learn how to deal with the pain of the past and look
forward to rebuilding your life.
Led by Pastor Brian Peterson, ELCA Pastor
Ascension Lutheran Church in Austin
Call Pastor Lynnae Sorensen for more information, 892-4040.

Abiding Love Food Pantry

Our Food Pantry owes a very special thanks to St .Catherine’s of
Sienna Catholic Church which has given us all of the canned goods
in their two-week canned food drive. We have received over 1000
pounds of food from them. It has been a great help! On July 19th
we served 66 families with 343 people. That is a record number of
people served on one Monday. In June we served a total of 235
families with 1095 individuals. It would not be possible without the
support of our volunteers and your food and financial contributions.

We are able to pay the average of $150 handling fee per week
because of the generous financial contributions from our congrega-
tion. The generous food donations from our congregation and from
St Catherine’s of Sienna Catholic Church are a great help in meet-
ing the needs of our clients. We can always use any canned
items, protein, peanut butter, vegetables, pasta, and beans.

Following our July 4th Worship Service, a Power Point presentation
was shown to share with our congregation a better picture of who
our clients are; their comments; volunteers’ comments; and how we
manage to faithfully serve our clients every week. Eventually, this
presentation will be available on our website for additional viewing.

If you would like to know more about the pantry or volunteering,
please contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416, or Colleen Thompson,
282-4130.

Financial Peace University Classes to Begin

A Financial Peace University preview class will be held Sunday,
August 29th, 3:00-3:30 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Commons Area.

Classes begin Sunday, September 19th, 3:00-5:00 p.m., in the First
Floor Classroom. For more information, contact Philip Drake, 892-
2970 or philip.drake@gmail.com

The Food Pantry will distribute school supplies to our clients begin-
ning Monday, August 2nd. We can use :

notebook paper (wide rule preferred)
spiral notebooks wide rule and college rule)
blunt and sharp scissors

rulers with centimeters on one side and inches on the
other side

#2 pencils with erasers (sharpened and unsharpened)
pencil sharpeners
erasers

construction paper ?ﬂg

boxes of 16 or 24 crayons 4? SCHOOL
markers ﬂ D SUPPLIES
pens = 'NEEDED
glue

binders

We will share the donations with the Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
school supply kits. The LWR School Kits will also need one sturdy
cloth bag approximately 12"x14” with cloth handles or drawstring
enclosure for each kit. Please put the supplies in the Food Pantry
bins. Your donations will be greatly appreciated.

17th Annual Event Benefiting
LSS Foster in Texas (FIT) & New Life Children's Center
September 13, 2010
ShadowGlen Golf Club
12801 Lexington St.
Manor, TX 78653

Who is Tomorrow's Child?

Tomorrow's Child refers to children who have experienced a nightmare
of chaos in their young lives because of abuse and neglect, and whose
“tomorrow” will be better because of Krause Children's Center in Katy,
New Life Children’s Center near Canyon Lake and the Nelson Children's
Center in Denton.

Why do these children need my help? Fees for the care of the children
cover only a portion of the daily care and education of our residents. Do-
nors and volunteers make up the difference. Without the generosity of peo-
ple like you, the affiliated ministries of Lutheran Social Services could not
provide help, healing and hope for the many children in our care.

What is the Tomorrow's Child Golf Benefit? Our golf events raise money

through the generosity of both sponsors and golfers. We seek out sponsors
willing to cover the cost of the tournament itself, as well as donors for our
many prizes given away during our awards luncheon.

Golfers who play in the benefit agree to raise a minimum amount in
pledges through friends, family and associates to pledge donations for the
children. All money raised by the golfers goes directly toward the pro-
grams for the children.

Register online at www.NewLifeChildrensCenter.org
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SUNDAY, JUNE 27TH:

Worship - 117 (9:00) + 65 (6:00) = 182 (Total)

*Offerings - $5,710.92 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $1,415.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +

SUNDAY, JULY 4TH:
Worship - 131(9:00) + 18 (6:00) = 149 (Total)
*Offerings - $11,008.50 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $2,495.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$10.00 (Food Pantry) +
$10.27 (Sunday School Farm Animals) +
$25.00 (Mary Fetter Helping Hands Scholar-
ship Fund for ALL Children’s Center +
$225.00 (M. David Fetter Seminary Scholarship
Endowment for Future Church Leaders)

SUNDAY, JULY IITH:
Worship - 127 (9:00) + 30 (6:00) = 157 (Total)
*Offerings - $9,610.77 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $2,695.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$20.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$10.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$50. 00 (M. David Fetter Seminary Scholarship
Endowment for Future Church Leaders)

SUNDAY, JULY I8TH:

Worship - 108 (9:00) + 22 (6:00) = 130 (Total)

*Offerings - $6,124.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $1,265.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$40.00 (Food Pantry)
$25.00 (Music) +
$10.00 (Youth Fund) +
$3.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$400.00 (Christian Education Supplies) +
$40.00 (M. David Fetter Seminary Scholarship

Endowment for Future Church Leaders)

SUNDAY, JULY 25TH:

Worship - 139 (9:00) + 28 (6:00) = 167 (Total)

*Offerings - $5,955.11 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $1,080.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$25.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$121.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$20.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

¥ MEMORIALS:

Christian Education:
For Ruth Veh by Tom & Joan Hokanson.
For Phyllis Brooks by Tom & Joan Hokanson.

Gifts & Memorials
For Ruth Veh by Royce & Sherry Abrahamson, Ron &
Marcilynn League, Marcy Cornell, Lee & Georgia
Wood, Bill & Marilyn Stone, Kurt & Gloria Rech,
Lloyd & Karin Matthys, Carroll & Mary Jane Coleman.

Imagine Capital Appeal
For Ruth Veh by Morris & Colleen Thompson.
For Frances Garling by Paul & Amelia Mettke.

Mission & Ministry
For John Hitzfeld by Peggy Suggs.
For Ruth Veh by George & Rosa Hatfield, Joel & Audrey
Lehman, Annette Smith.
For Kaitlyn Escobedo by Annette Smith.

v SPECIAL GIFTS:

M. David Fetter Seminary Scholarship Endowment
In honor of Pastor Fetter by Erv & Barb Merz, Janice Duncan.
In honor of Pastor Fetter’s Retirement by Jan & Willie Haas.
For Pastor Fetter’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination by Pastor
David & Mary Fetter.

Mary Fetter Helping Hands Scholarship for ALL Children’s Center
In honor of Mary Fetter by Erv & Barb Merz.

Stewardship Corner
Quote:

“The biblical perspective is that we are created in God's image to be
a blessing. Money is never an end in itself, but it is for accomplish-
ing our life purpose.” from the book Enough: Discovering Joy
Through Simplicity & Generosity

Question:
What is your life about?
Is it to consume or to be a blessing?

—submitted by Reggie Kikta, Stewardship Ministry Team
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SO YOU ARE IN THE KNOW ... in the May 26 newsletter |
shared good news that through April offerings to pay operating ex-
penses equaled the budget while the expenses incurred were less
than budget. Also, Capital Appeal offerings were greater than dis-
bursements that include the mortgage payments.

Good news continues. As of June, the Mission and Ministry offer-
ings totaled $226,777 to pay expenses totaling $209,942. When
you compare the offerings and expenses to a six month budget of
$220,000 we did well. This helped the General Fund Balance, a
reserve of money if needed for operating expenses, to increase to
$84,345.

Our Capital Appeal offerings at mid-year were $71,597, about
$1,100 less than pledged. Please remember the Capital Appeal
offerings are needed for mortgage payments and money for im-
provements of the church property outlined in the Three-Year Capi-
tal Appeal program we approved for 2010, 2011 and 2012.

Not only do each of us as a member of Abiding Love along with
others in our community and recipients of ELCA programs have
blessed and enriched lives because we care enough to provide
offerings of money, talent and time. We should thank each other
including our pastoral leadership . . . we are caring and amazing . . .
THANKS.

Bill Nicholson
Director of Board of Stewardship and Finance
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IN THE HOSPITAL: Ben Fuelberg, Seton Medical Center, ICU

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Peggy Suggs
Marie Blom
Paul Mettke

HOME FROM DAY SURGERY: Donald Vowell
HOME FROM EYE SURGERY: Annette Smith

HOME FROM KNEE SURGERY: Zolene Curlee
Gene Zimmermann

DEATHS: Kaitlyn Escobedo, niece of Sergio & Janea
cousin of Wade, Josh & Elizabeth
Ruth Veh, mother of Di Brophy, grandmother
of Keri Brophy-Martinez & Andra Brophy
Cindy Wright, sister of Neil Haverlah, aunt of Neilynn
Hebert, Daniel Haverlah, David Haverlah
Alma Schattenberg, mother of Carl Schattenberg
grandmother of Paul and Mark

PRAYER-REQUESTS:
** Gisela Armstrong
** Janea Escobedo
** Ruth Heidemeyer
** Marcy Cornell
** Carolyn Johnson
** Jesse Essinger

** Ann Lunday

** Charlie Lunday
** Braxton Kunz

** Edna Graeber
** Blake Johnson
** Jennifer Cooper

** Naomi Zimmermann at the loss of her brother and niece.

** Sharon Tschirhart (friend of Ann & Charlie Lunday)

** Jerry Jackson (Reggie Kikta’s relative)

** Darleen Deans (Reggie Kikta's sister-in-law)

** For the family & friends of Paige Hicks at her death

** John Mack (Elizabeth Frisch’s father)

** Johnnie Strickland, at The Summit at Westlake, #1110

** Irma Andrews, Emeritus at Beckett Meadows, #1128

** Gerald Dew (Greg Dew & Karen Joe's father)

** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del Prescott’'s grandson)
** Bobby Buratti in St. David’s Rehab (Kay Martin’s grandson)
** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister)

** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz's daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:

** Praise God for SSG Christy (Kikta) Williams’ and her fiancé,
Chris LeDuc's, safe return to the U.S. from Iraq

** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force

** Sgt. Jesse Andrews with the US Marines

** Adam Rogers in Afghanistan with the U.S. Marines (cousin to
Greg & Nanette Dew,& Karen & Justin Joe)

** Allen Kelley (son of Reggie Kikta) going to Afghanistan with
a security company.

** For all those in the military services overseas

vy vy

BIRTH: Rylee Rene Lemons was born July 6 to Jillian
& Kelly Lemons. Grandparents: Rhonda & Mike Marks

. Great Grandmother: Janice Duncan. “Praise God for
b BN o precious gift of new life!”

Sue Milam and Jerry Flynn were married on Saturday,
June 26th, at Abiding Love. Pastor Lynnae Sorensen

ranrriue Officiated the ceremony. “Congratulations Sue & Jerry!”

e

Paul Schattenberg is serving on the Cross Trails Ministry staff this
summer.

I PEOPLE continued:

Heather Atkinson has moved to Pennsylvania to pursue a doctorate
in Psychology at Penn State University. Her new address is:
445 Waupelani Dr., Apt. D-17

State College, PA 16801

Phone: 512-680-9385

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: August continued:

July 11 Charlotte Ballard

25 Donny Vowell Anna Meier

26 Alexandria Edmundson J.P. Perry
Daniel Glaser 12 Paul Atkinson
Kalea Heidemeyer Mimi Rhea
Connor Rowell 13 Ruth Frederick
Grant Rowell Marian Hollien

28 Tim Sump Mark Sutton

30 Kay Martin 14 Greta Rymal

August 15 Donald Vowell

1 Tim Bohmann 16 Lauri Logan
Sarah Chiang Mike Shane

3 Katie Carswell Francis Verzwyvelt

4 Debra Ayoyb 19 Anthony Gonzales

5 Rodger Buie, Jr. Lindsay Krabbenhoft
Kim Koenig 20 Payton Atkinson
Lillia Mireles J.C. Cox

6 Heather Lewis Chad Johnson
Jason Renfro Tammy Santos
Alexander Villalobos Cameron Strickland

7 Adam Ballard 21 Vera Kirkham

8 Reese Yetter Gloria Rech

9 Pastor David Fetter Mark Schattenberg
Evelyn Fuelberg 22 Caroline Olson
Braden Karley Sam Olson
Terri Ramirez Vicki Sutton
Darla Vowell 23 Donna Eastty

10 Kenneth Fuchs 24 Jason Thonhoff
Ruth Heidemeyer 25 Christian-Charles de Plique
Peggy Suggs 27 John Austin

The 23rd annual Women of the ELCA Synodical
Convention will be held October 1-3, 2010 at the
New Braunfels Civic/Convention Center in beau-
tiful downtown New Braunfels.

Wome us
ELCA<2

The theme Bible verse is Romans 12:4-5— “For as in one body
we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and indi-
vidually we are members one of another.”

The theme, “Belonging, Becoming, Blessing”, focuses on the
three mission areas of Women of the ELCA— Mission: Commu-
nity, Mission: Growth and Mission: Action. Inez Torres Davis,
Women of the ELCA Director for Justice, will attend, as will Syd-
ney Brinkman, church-wide representative and member of the
executive board. The Southwestern Texas Synod’s own Charlene
Spillmann, Women of the ELCA Vice President, will be the key-
note speaker.

ALL Quilters
@ - OurAbiding Love Quilters are meeting on Tuesday,
W August 3, in the classroom to continue our work on
F items for the fall WELCA auction. We have nearly
* finished two quilts for the donation raffle and will

work on other items. We hope that more will join us. You do not
have to sew-- just cut, iron, sort, and visit!

Learn to Quilt

Several people have expressed and interest in having a monthly
group to learn to make a quilt. We would help you pick a pattern,
select fabric, cut, and sew your quilt. We could do a daytime and/
or evening meeting. If you are interested please contact Diane
McGowan at dianemcg70@gmail.com or 892-4416.
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From Di Brophy: “Dear Abiding Love Family, | appreciate the
prayers, calls, notes, cards, and, of course, the hugs at the loss
of my Mother, Ruth Veh. Thank you also to Pastor Fetter, Pas-
tor Lynnae and the Christmas carolers for visiting her over the
years. Special thanks to Pastor Lynnae for celebrating the
peace of abiding love during Ruth's final days.”

From Kim Thonhoff to all those who attended a very intense,
three day Godly Play training on July 8-10. | also appreciate
your willingness to serve as a storyteller or door keeper in the
Godly Play classrooms this fall. Please applaud Pastor Lynnae,
Joan Hokanson, Tammy Santos, Mary Fetter, Holly Leoni,
Jamie Villalobos, Debra Ayoub, Jan Haas, and Nanette Dew. |
would also like to thank Karen Joe and Melissa Ortiz for their
willingness to step into these roles while being trained by those
who attended the workshop. Godly Play has been an exciting
adventure.

From the Sunday School Committee to Mary Fetter for her will-
ingness to implement a new program at Abiding Love for In-
fants—2 years. Holly Leoni and Jamie Villalobos also helped
Mary create a unique curriculum for this age group from the
Heart Shapers preschool curriculum. What a wonderful way for
young children to transition into the life of our Sunday School
experiences.

From the Sunday School Committee would like to thank Joan
Hokanson for her patience and efficiency in ordering the cur-
riculum and other materials for our Fall Sunday School experi-
ences. She has been busy training and doing our business
transactions!

The Sunday School committee would like to thank both the
Church Council and the Christian Education Board for support-
ing our Godly Play journey with funds for non-consumable pur-
chases from Godly Play Resources and bookcases from Furni-
ture in the Raw. We thank Harriet Greeley, the owner Furniture
in the Raw, for her kindness and supportive bids for our pro-
gram. We thank Sharolyn Browning, the Child and Family Min-
ister, at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church for her guidance and sup-
port of our Godly Play program.

Kim Thonhoff would like to thank Debra Hartzer for choosing
the stain color of the bookcases and confirming that the book-
cases ordered were within the guidelines of the original Interiors
Committee. Thanks, Debra, for your time and support.

The Sunday School committee would like to thank Holly Leoni
for her message about the new Godly Play program. We would
also like to thank her for monitoring the display booth on Sun-
day, July 18. Thanks, Holly.

The Christian Education Board and the Sunday School commit-
tee would like to thank all of you who have donated supplies or
contributed to the “Christian Education” fund. You are doing
amazing things for the Children of Abiding Love Lutheran
Church. Thank you for your support of our programs.

To Mixed Blessings for providing the IHN meal at Shepherd of
the Hills Presbyterian Church on Thursday, July 15th, and to
George Glaser for being the overnight host.

From Director of Children’s Ministry at St. Alban’s Episcopal
Church: “To the Wonderful People of Abiding Love, Your gen-
erosity with the ‘Baobab Tree’ props and scenery helped to
make Vacation Bible School at St. Alban’s a roaring success.
Thank you so much for living in Christ’s image. His Peace Al-
ways, Pam Graham”

To Nanette Dew & Karen Joe for helping with a mailing.

THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Aug. 25.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Wed., Aug. 18.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

Thank You Notes continued:

“To ALL Members of Abiding Love Lutheran—Thank you for
the beautiful floral arrangement you sent me while | was in the
hospital. My recovery from surgery has gone very smoothly.
Throughout the healing process, | have felt God’s gracious love
through the competent medical attention, loving family, con-
cerned friends and church family members. Thank you for your
prayers and good wishes. Sincerely, Marie Blom”

To Frank Verzwyvelt for always being willing to repair our lawn
equipment.

To Hazeldean Dumler and Nanette Dew for helping in the
Church Office while Cindy was on vacation.

Employment Support Group
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
3525 Bee Cave Rd

All are welcome— you do not need to be Lutheran
to benefit from this. Most recently the group has
Emmpleyment | been practicing mock interviews, helping with re-
G.l'ﬂr.'p sumes and bringing in guest speakers to discuss job
seeking strategies.

The Austin Employment Group [AEG] which is designed for the un-
employed, underemployed, and individuals considering a career
change, continues to meet the second and fourth Mondays of each
month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

For more information, Contact Pastor Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones,
heidi@shephills.org , 327-3370, or Rebecca Guengerich,
rebecca@shephills.org

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love
with our community.
Mission Statement
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love
Jesus Christ has for all people.
Core Values
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and
others by:
Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving
joyfully and freely to the Lord;
Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by
showing respect and love for all;
Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;
Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;
Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;
Demonstrating love through actions;
Being excited for Jesus; and
Praying frequently.
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Senior High Youth Group |+|¢-:~l Iike
“The R.0.C.K.” e LLEP,
(Reliers on Christ the King) m”‘

R.0.C.K. sponsors:
Jared & Callie Clarkson
Angela Renfro

by "E"i‘ August 8—6:00 p.m. — Underground Bowling
FOUE, on UT Campus

#
--_I’rs"-g"'i August 22—6:00 p.m. — Swim Party
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Eight youth, and three sponsors went to Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp
in Estes Park, Colorado, July 18-23!
Youth attending:

Emma Albin

Sarah Chiang

Josh Escobedo

Kelsey Hollien

Audrey Huddleston

Justin Joe

Sara Pavey

Ella Verzwyvelt
Sponsors attending:

Callie Clarkson

Jared Clarkson

Angela Renfro
Ask them about their timberline camping experience, and thanks to
all who supported the youth with notes and prayers!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010

“From east to west, the powerful Lord God has been calling
together everyone on earth.” Psalm 50:1

The great baobab tree in the expansive African
savannah was our setting for this year's VBS from
.-’I June 20"-25th. The overall theme was coming to-
"I\__ I+ getherin community to grow and share our faith.

- We had 56 kids participate and over 70 volunteers
who helped or made donations!

God’s Great Get-together was definitely happening at Abiding Love
Lutheran Church!

Our daily themes were TRUST, LOVE, FOLLOW, CARE, and
SHARE. Each day we explored a different bible story and learned
a related bible memory verse. The kids (and volunteers) thoroughly
enjoyed the openings and closings, and the rotations of rockin’ mu-
sic, energy packed games, Bible storytelling, cool crafts, and super
science. We met Faye the Zebra, Amy the Red Colobus Monkey,
Bud the Elephant, Sam the Meerkat, and Jonathan the Giraffe. For

Middle School Youth Group plans to be announced!

our community mission project we collected over five full bins of
peanut butter, canned vegetables/fruits, cereal, children’s books,
and toilet paper for the Abiding Love Food Pantry.
The Friday night celebration at the “Watering Hole” was also a big
hit. We enjoyed food, music, and water slides!

As always, it takes a ‘village’ to put together such a wonderful VBS
experience. We had such a super group of people that made this

all possible. A huge THANK YOU goes out to all of you who
helped out. Seeing the joy and excitement in the kids as they
experienced VBS reaffirmed the importance of your contributions.
We grew in our community building and connections with one
another, too. If I've inadvertently left you off the list below, please
know that you are thanked and appreciated.

dilene Zamora

Elaine Oertel

Joan Hokanson

Pastor Lynnae

lex Santos Elizabeth Esco- [Josh Escobedo Patricia Hohertz
ndrea Wyatt Eﬁggbeth Taylor |[Karen Gonzalez  |Paul Atkinson
ndy Olson Emily Hohertz Karen Joe Peggy Suggs
ngela Renfro Emma Powell Kim Sump Russ Oertel
nnette Smith Gink Luedecke |Kyle Olson Ruth Shane
udrey Huddleston [Heather Atkinson [Laurie Hohertz Sam Collins

Barb Merz Heidi Zamora Laurie Logan Sarah Pavey
Brandt Zook Holly Leoni Lisa Krabbenhoft [Sergio Escobedo
Bruce Atwell J.C. Cox LuAnn Glowacz Steve Essinger

Children’s Center Corner

| can’t believe we have already completed 8 weeks of
summer. Each year | start to dread the long hot sum-
§ mer about March. Teachers are out on vacations and
we are plugging their vacancies. The children, like-
wise are in and out, making continuity a problem. The
heat keeps us inside much of the time, and all our
nerves get a little frayed. |, for one, want to jump for
joy when the first cool front arrives in the fall.

Yet, year after year, God brings us through these days with happy
memories of water play, arts & crafts, luaus, robots, pirates, Blazer
Tag, and a moonwalk experience.

Thank you, Abiding Love family, for housing this ministry to our
community. We are so blessed to be surrounded by a congregation
that believes in outreach to our home mission field.

Donna Eastty, Director

Callie Clarkson

Jamie Villalobos

Marcie Parker

Steve Kikta

Camille Lunday Jan Haas Margaret Luedecke [Tammy Santos
Charlotte Ballard  [Janea Escobedo [Margarita Del Real [Terry Wyatt
Cindy Atwell Janet Ryon Matt Hohertz Tim Sump
Craig Hohertz Jared Clarkson  [Matthew Oertel ITom Hokanson
Dale Sump Jared Jones Melissa Ortiz [Travis Gonzalez

Deborah Gonzales

Jeff Roberts

Michelle Olson

eronica Campos

Dolly Atkinson

Jeri Lyn Sump

Nanette Dew

\Wade Belew

Your sister in Christ,
Cindy Atwell , (2010 VBS Director)

P.S.— If you want to ‘relive’ some of our Baobab Blast VBS, check
out the video blogs (provided by Jeff Roberts) at:
http://abidinglovevideos.blogspot.com




Christian
Education

Classes for Everyone

It’s Time to Register for Sunday School!

Enclosed in this newsletter is a Registration form for the 2010-
2011 Sunday School Program. We would like all the children and
youth at Abiding Love Lutheran Church to attend the class that best
fits their age (Infants - High School). Please help us estimate the
number of children and youth in your family who will be attending
Sunday School by completing and returning the enclosed Sunday
School Registration form to the Church Office by Sunday, August
22nd. You may also place the form in the offering plate on Sunday
morning.

In addition to contact information, we are asking for baptismal dates,
birthdays, food allergies, and other medical information which will
help us serve your child during the Sunday School hour. We need
these forms by August 22nd, so decisions can be made about room
arrangements and class sizes.

While your children are attending Sunday School from 9:45 am —
10:45 am, you can also attend one of our Adult classes— no regis-
tration needed, but please indicate on the form which class you
might attend. We want to be sure to have enough materials avail-
able for all who participate. We have a place for everyone! Also, we
are still recruiting staff for our Sunday School programs. Don’t hesi-
tate to volunteer!

Thank you for your help and cooperation. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact Kim Thonhoff, 282-4480 or
kimthohoff@sbcglobal.net , or Holly Leoni at 282-2495 or
hollyleoni@yahoo.com

Rally Day 2010!
Mark Your Calendars!

On Sunday, September 12, we will kick off our new Sunday
School adventures with a Rally Day celebration in the Church
Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. The Sunday School programs will begin
their regular classroom routines on Sunday, September 19.

For more information about this year's new Sunday School Pro-
gram, read Kim Thonhoff's message in column on the right-hand
side of this page.

A Message from Kim Thonhoff
on Behalf of the Sunday School Committee

As you can see by the long list of “thank you” notes in this newslet-
ter, the members of the Christian Education Board and the Sunday
School Committee have been working hard and new programs for
the Sunday School hour in the Fall are emerging. These programs
reflect the guidelines of the Kairos Family Ministry Vision plan that
was part of the Bold Step process last year. For us, it has been a
rewarding experience to see the enthusiasm growing with in the
Sunday School planning process. Please reserve Sunday, Septem-
ber 12, on your calendars at home. This special day will be RALLY
DAY:; but, this year RALLY DAY will be a celebration about the new
life blooming in our Sunday School hour! Please keep reading!

God is so good. We have seen amazing
things happen this summer when we placed
our children’s Sunday School hour into His
hands. In spite of challenging obstacles,
doors opened and we will begin the Fall with
three, fully furnished and equipped Godly
Play classrooms. This curriculum will be used
by children ages 3 years through 5" Grade.
Godly Play is a religious version of a Montes-
sori program. In this new format of teaching, children will experience
God’s Presence through 4 areas of exploration: Liturgical Action,
Sacred Stories, Silence, and Parables. Our kids will have the oppor-
tunity to connect to our church worship formats through self-directed
reflections. The program was written and created by Jerome W.
Berryman and it has a 30 year history of concept building. The
Godly Play program is a non-consumable spiritual journey that spi-
rals and builds over time. We have just begun the journey. There is
so much to share about Godly Play but the newsletter is not big
enough to explain all its components. Reward yourself and take time
to do your own Godly Play exploring at www.godlyplayfoundations.
org. We hope to see you on RALLY DAY so you can join us on an
amazing blessing. Also, you can explore the Godly Play display set
up in the narthex and contribute to the experiences. (We hope that
you had an opportunity to learn more about the program when Holly
Leoni shared on Sunday, July 18.) We all need to express our ap-
preciation to the Church Council for their BOLD STEP this summer
when funding was granted for the Godly Play program. WOW! Don’t
let your child miss this experience. However, don’'t stop reading!
God’s goodness continues!

In addition to the Godly Play classroom, our Sunday School oppor-
tunities will now extend to Infants and Toddlers though age 2. We
invite a parent to accompany their little one into the Nursery during
the Sunday School hour. You and your child will experience the
Heart Shapers curriculum in a Circle Time setting. Through this ex-
perience, your child will grow into the Godly Play program and pro-
gress with independence throughout its spiral. This class will also
give parents an opportunity to connect with other families who have
very young children. Keep reading! God’s goodness never ends!

Also, a new Adult Sunday School class will meet in the church li-
brary on Sunday mornings. This class will begin by studying the
book, Teaching Godly Play. This study will acquaint you with the
Godly Play program at church and support you as your family grows
spiritually together. For those adults enrolled in other classrooms,
don’t worry. We’'ll be sure to include you as we begin to visit differ-
ent groups in the church to share Godly Play experiences. All are
invited to join this new class during the Sunday morning education
hour.

Thank you for reading all the way to end of this submission. The
RALLY DAY celebration will gather us back for Sunday School on
September 12, in the church sanctuary. The Kairos Family Ministry
Bold Step Vision has now become a living and exciting reality!
Thanks for supporting these new journeys! As stated before, GOD
IS SO GOOD!
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Sz 2010 -2011 Sunday School

AR Registration Form
(Infants to High School)

Dear Parents,

The Christian Education Board and the Sunday School Committee are getting ready for the 2010-2011 Sunday School programs. We need
your help so we can best meet the needs of the children and youth in your family. Please complete and return this registration form to the
church office or place it the offering plate on Sunday morning. We would like the registration form returned on, or before, Sunday, August 22.
Rally Day will kick-off our new programs on Sunday, September 12, and regular classes will resume on Sunday, September 19. The Sunday
School classes will meet from 9:45-10:45 am. The classes for Infants-5" Grades will begin with an Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 am. The
Middle School and High School youth will begin in their classrooms at 9:45 am. Please complete one form per child or youth in your family!
Thanks so much!

Full Name of Child/Youth Attending Sunday School:

Nick Name: Age As of September 1:

Birthday: Baptismal Date:

Address (Including City & Zip Code):

Phone Numbers: (Home) (Cell) (Work)

Email Address of One Parent:

Food Allergies:

Medical Alerts or Needs:

What would you like the Sunday School Staff to know about your Child/Youth:

(Please Feel Free to Continue on the Back of this Form)

Please Circle the Class that best matches your Child’s / Youth’s Peer Grouping:

Nursery (Not Attending Sunday School) Godly Play (Ages Kindergarten — 2" Grade)
*Heart Shapers (Infants-2 Y ears) Godly Play (Ages 3™ Grade- 5™ Grade)
Middle School

Godly Play (Ages 3 Years — 5 Years)
High School (Freshmen-Seniors)
Please Circle which Adult Class you would like to attend in the Fall:

*Heart Shapers The Pastor’s Study Bible Boosters Engaging Insights (New Class)

(The new class will begin with the book study, Teaching Godly Play. The study not only focuses on the Godly Play
program but the study also explores the development of spirituality and other issues- It will be engaging!)

Thanks, in advance, for returning this registration form on or before Sunday, August 22!!




ACOLYTES:
- Ryan Pavey

1
8-
15 -
22 -
29 -

* * SERVING IN AUGUST * *

Matthew Oertel
Matthew Perry
Alexandria Edmundson
Audrey Huddleston

TRAY HOLDERS:

1-
15 -

FLOWERS:
1 1
8-

15 -

22 -

29 -

LECTORS:
1

8-

29 -

Stacy Ballard
Jared Jones

- Irene Chiang, Peggy Suggs

Gil & Tracy Yetter
OPEN

Greta Rymal

Paul & Amelia Mettke

- Di Brophy

Jeri Lyn Sump
Margaret Dove

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

1 - Marge Robison
8 - Dale Sump
15 - Joel Lehman

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:

1 - Hazeldean Dumler

8 - Verla Cook, Kay Nicholson, Ruth Shane
15 - Janice Duncan
22 - Willie & Jan Haas, Gloria Rech
29 - Charlie & Ann Lunday, Helen Page

ALTAR GUILD: Karin Matthys, Amelia Mettke

USHERS:

Lloyd & Karin Matthys

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:

1 - Joel Lehman

8 - Karen Gonzalez
15 - Shirley Lifsey
22 - Shirley Lifsey
29 - Shirley Lifsey



