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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 
Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Kids & Parents—2nd Story Commons Area 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “No Experience Necessary” — Library 
               
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

    
    
    
    
    
    

8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.————Traditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional Worship    
    

11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.————Alternative WorshipAlternative WorshipAlternative WorshipAlternative Worship    
                                                                   Experience               Experience               Experience               Experience    
    

                                                    July 19:  ContemplativeJuly 19:  ContemplativeJuly 19:  ContemplativeJuly 19:  Contemplative    
                                                    July 2July 2July 2July 26:  Cowboy Service6:  Cowboy Service6:  Cowboy Service6:  Cowboy Service    
    

Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!    
    

More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.    
More awesome silence.More awesome silence.More awesome silence.More awesome silence.    
More awesome music.More awesome music.More awesome music.More awesome music. 

The Tie That Binds 

SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER    
WORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIP    
SCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULE 

www.abidinglove.org 
Be sure to click on the “Videos” link! 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 
512-892-4040 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Communion:  
 

Sunday, July 19 —8:30 a. m.  
Sunday, July 26—11:00 a.m.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Another Mountaintop Experience!” 

 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, 
and wait there… so Moses went up into the mountain of God… 
and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of Lord settled 
on Mount Sinai… and on the seventh day the Lord called to 
Moses out of the cloud… and Moses was on the mountain for 
forty days and forty nights.” (Exodus 24:12-13, 15-16, 18) 
 

For ten days, Mary and I were privileged to be in the beautiful 
mountains and clouds of the Rocky Mountains (elevation 8,400 
feet) where we attended the “Luther Academy of the Rockies” con-
tinuing education retreat. 
 

We wish we could have brought back some of the cool, refreshing 
air for you to enjoy. But, we did bring back another blessing. God 
once again “spoke” to us in our “mountaintop experience” through 
the three spiritually gifted teachers: 
      Dr. David Lull, Professor of New Testament at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary, Our Lutheran School in Dubuque, Iowa; 
      Dr. John Rottman, Professor of Preaching at Calvin Theological Semi-
nary in Grand Rapids, Michigan (associated with the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America): and, 
      Dr. Kristine Stache, Professor of Youth and Young Adults Ministries at 
Wartburg Seminary. 
 

What follows are some highlights from thirty-six pages of my written 
notes, and numerous hand-outs from the lecturers. Each of these 
statements need further comment, but I believe that each one has 
a profound inherent truth: 

♦ The Bible is full of stories about what God is doing in the world, and in the 

lives of people. God is really active! 

♦ The Church today has a great challenge to tell stories of what God is still 

doing in the world, and in people’s lives. 

♦ Are we being faithful in showing what God is doing with the resources that 

has been given us to do God’s work? 

♦ The “gods” of our culture are certainly active and visible. Does the God we 

know in Jesus have a message that fills needs that the culture does not? 

♦ “Christian Practices” are acts of grace, and love that Christian people do 

together to address human needs in response to God’s active presence of 

peace, hope, justice, and mercy in the life of the world. 

♦ In our Congregation it is vital that relationships among all people are 

nurtured across the generations, and that intentional listening and discussion 

is practiced in order to determine what we believe God wants to do in and 

through our community of faith (not just among leaders). 

♦ Our task as a congregation is to help children, youth, and adults be Christian 

together. This is what defines a “missional church”. 

♦ We are all created for relationships with others, and to crave a relationship 

with a Transcendent Being (God). 

♦ Entering into the Divine Life is impossible unless we enter into the life of love 

with others. This is God’s Mission for the church where all are welceome, and 

all voices are heard. 

♦ The grace and power of God are distributed to all in the church, where every 

member is becoming Jesus Christ for the other. 

♦ God created every person, and God has a purpose for every person. This is 

what FAITH is. 

♦ Our youth (younger persons) need 4 things: 

                  #1 - A Creed to believe in. 

                  #2 - A Call to live into (something to live for). 

                  #3 - A Community to belong to. 

                  #4 - A Hope to hold onto. 

                  (Note:  We all need these things, too!) 
 

                                                    continued in next column... 

 
 

 
From Pastor Lynnae 
 
 

When I was in Ethiopia last summer, I saw a very old stone table 
that was once used for religious sacrifice. The picture that I took 
was not very dramatic. It just looks like a big block of rock. There 
are some designs etched into it – but none that I recognized as 
particularly Christian or Jewish. In my imagination it was an altar 
used for human sacrifice! (I sometimes have an over active imagi-
nation.) Actually, the rock was on an island that housed a monas-
tery and it was a very old Christian stronghold.  
 

Giving back to God never required human sacrifice. Yet, we like 
to use the ‘sacrificial’ language when we talk of stewardship. The 
mere word ‘sacrifice’ makes a person think of pain and when con-
necting it to stewardship smacks of the ‘give till it hurts’ mantra. 
God gives to us freely and joyfully. Why would God want us to 
hurt in giving back? Instead, I believe that God wants us to exer-
cise our stewardship in order to grow closer and closer in our 
spiritual relationships. Giving is joyful. Stewardship is not only 
about money. It is about giving of our time, our specialties, and 
our love.  
 

One of the clearest examples of this is with our Food Pantry vol-
unteers. I have seen people blossom as they begin working at the 
Food Pantry. They actually talk out loud about faith and why they 
are helping people. That is the kind of stewardship that God re-
quires of us – giving because we just can’t help it! It feels so good. 
This is about developing your relationship with God. Pray each 
day. Read your bible every day. Worship and give thanks at the 
stop light, in the line at the grocery store, when you drive by a 
bank – just about any time. Help others, and tell others about how 
much you love the Lord. Pray to come to know Jesus better and 
better, every day.  

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 19TH: 

“7th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 26TH: 

“8th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

2 Kings 4:42-44 

Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

The Tie That Binds 

continued from previous column… 

♦ Youth Ministry is about the whole church. 

♦ God is so great! Who can ever capture all that God is doing, and how God 

does it? 

♦ Whenever we are in despair and wonder “Where is God?”, prayer is our 

expression of faith in God. God answers us: “Trust me now. I will not let you 

down!” 

♦ The future of the church doesn’t depend on us. It depends on Jesus Christ! 

 

                                                    —Pastor David Fetter 
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* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH: 
Worship - 88 (8:30)  +  102 (11:00)  =  190 (Total) 
*Offerings - $11,239.00  (General Fund)  +  $1,090.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $100.00 (Youth Trip)  + 
                            $290.00 (Audrey Lehman’s mission trip)  + 
                            $300.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorships)  + 
                            $5.00 (Water 2 Thrive)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 5TH: 
Worship - 48 (8:30)  +  75 (11:00)  =  123 (Total) 
*Offerings - $10,641.00 (General Fund)  +  $1,730.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $500.00 (Golf Tournament sponsorship)  + 
                            $110.00 (Audrey Lehman’s mission trip)  + 
                            $220.00 (Gifts & Memorials)  + 
                            $50.00 (Evangelism & Outreach Ministries)  + 
                            $25.00 (Food Pantry) 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 12TH: 
Worship - 94 (8:30)  +  98 (11:00)  =  192 (Total) 
*Offerings - $5,092.42 (General Fund)  +  $380.00 (Debt Fund)  
*Other Offerings - $465.00 Gifts & Memorials)  + 
                            $100.00 (ELCA Hunger)  + 
                            $25.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $50.00  (Audrey Lehman’s mission trip)  + 
                            $10.00 (Nation Youth Gathering)  + 
                            $3.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

SERVING LIST 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 19TH: 
Welcome Team—Men’s Group  
Acolytes—Emma Albin (8:30)  +  Matthew Perry (11:00) 
Flowers—OPEN 
Worship Assistants—Kim Thonhoff (8:30)  + 
                                Drenda Haddock (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Amelia Mettke (8:30)  + 
                                    Karen Gonzalez (11:00)  
Altar Guild—Zolene Curlee & Hazeldean Dumler (8:30)  + 
                    Denise Alaimo & Di Brophy (11:00) 
Ushers—Paul Mettke & Kurt Rech (8:30)  + 
             Dale, Jeri Lyn, Tim & Bethany Sump,  
             Charlie & Ann Lunday (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Margaret Dove 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 26TH: 
Welcome Team—Sarah Circle  
Acolytes—Sara Pavey (8:30)  +  Kara Titus (11:00) 
Flowers—Chiang 
Worship Assistants—Alan Matejowsky (8:30)  + 
                                Jeri Lyn Sump (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Paul & Dolly Atkinson,  
                                     Ruth Shane (11:00) 
Altar Guild—Zolene Curlee & Hazeldean Dumler (8:30)  + 
                    Denise Alaimo & Di Brophy (11:00) 
Ushers—Paul Mettke & Kurt Rech (8:30)  + 
             Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump, Charlie & Ann Lunday (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Steve Kikta 
 

Coffee Service for July—Sarah Circle 

 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
 

Food Pantry 
      For Travis Koehler by Brad & Charlotte Ballard. 
      For Marilyn Segner by Brad & Charlotte Ballard, Lloyd &  
              Karin Matthys. 
 
General Fund 
      For Vernell Weber by Annette Smith. 
      For Travis Koehler by Nader & Debra Ayoub, B.L. & Marcie       
              Parker, Annette Smith, Joel & Audrey Lehman,  
              Greta Rymal, Bob & Kim Thonhoff, Kurt & Gloria Rech,  
              Hazeldean Dumler, Marcilyn League, Craig & Laurie Hohertz.. 
      For Marilyn Segner by B.L. & Marcie Parker, Nader &Debra Ayoub,   
              Ron & Cindy Kunz, Greta Rymal, Joel & Audrey Lehman,  
              Annette Smith, Craig & Laurie Hohertz, Ron & Marcilyn League, 
              Hazeldean Dumler. 
 
Gifts & Memorials 
      For Travis Koehler by Bill & Di Brophy, Zolene Curlee,  
              Pete Luedecke, Marcy Cornell. 
      For Marilyn Segner by Herman & Karen Gonzalez, Bill & Di Brophy,  
              Danny & Cheryl Adrian, Viola Caraway, Bob & Kim Thonhoff,  
              Leland & Peggy Geistweidt, Marcy Cornell, Peggy Suggs, David & 
              Karen Caraway, Zolene Curlee, Kurt & Gloria Rech. 
 
Golf Tournament Sponsorship 
      In memory of Rex Medcalf’s love for golf and Abiding Love  
              by Greta Rymal. 
 

♥ SPECIAL GIFT: 
 

General Fund 
      For Pastor David and Mary Fetter’s Wedding Anniversary on      
              June 30th by B.L. & Marcie Parker. 
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      We Hope You Can Help! 
 
The Altar Guild needs new members to help with 
both early and late worship services. Please call 
Amelia Mettke, 288-1994, if you are interested. 

Summer “Alternative Worship Experience” Schedule  
For August 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Aug 2 - Classic celebration of the music of Bach and Handel 
              (both services)  
Aug 9 - Contemporary  
Aug 16 - Contemplative  
Aug 23 - Jazz Service  
Aug 30 - Rally Day 

Home Communion 
 

The Membership Care Board has trained teams 
for taking communion to people who may not be 
able to get to Sunday morning worship. If you are 
interested in having someone bring you home-
communion, please call the church office or speak 
to one of the pastors. 



 
 
 
IN REHABILITATION CENTER:  B.L. Parker,  
                                                      West Oak Rehabilitation, #309A 
                                                       3200 W. Slaughter Ln. 78748 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Rhonda Marks 
                                                     Sherry Abrahamson 
                                                     Bill Brophy 
                                                     Susie Brown 
 

KNEE SURGERY SECHEDULED:  Gloria Rech (July 20, at Seton) 
 
PRAYER-REQUESTS:   

 

** Elaine Schultz                       ** Amber Karley                  
** Alan Matejowsky                   ** Blake Johnson                 
** Ron Duncan                          ** Bobbie Sawtelle               
** Carolyn Johnson                   ** Harley Fetterman 
** Diane McGowan                    ** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** Phyllis Brooks (Aunt of Dona Brooks) 
** Ed Naumann (Rosa’s brother-inlaw) 
** Chance Brunnemann (Clarie & Dennis Streng-Broste’s grandson) 
** Sherri Leimgruber (Rose Leoni’s niece) 
** Kim Wheeler (Joan Hokanson’s niece) 
** The family & friends of Vernell Weber at her death 
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) 
** Pat De Salvo (Joyce Kuntschik’s sister) 
** Desda “Sissy” Smith (Monte Jane Buaas’ niece) 
** Bev Spaeth & family (Kim Thonhoff’s sister-in-law) 
** Brent & Ronda Bell (Kim & Bob Thonhoff’s niece) 
** Auburn Traycik (Lisa Beach’s sister) 
** Arturo Canales (Xavier Zarate’s grandfather) 
** Marsha & Charles Donovan (Laurie’s parents) 
** Cindy Greenwood (friend of Peggy Suggs) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
 

Congratulations to Chris Rompel, who graduates with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business/ Management from the University of Phoenix  
on Sunday, July 19th, in Dallas, Texas. 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
We have received a request of transfer from Warren, Colleen and 
Brandon Struss to First Lutheran Church in Burnet. We thank God 
for their time with us here! 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
July 12—Josh Heidemann 
July 13—Larry Grimm, Elizabeth Segner 
July 14—Bobby Hohmann 
July 15—Dianne Davis, Taylor Lunday,Marge Robison 
July 16—Jarred Ferguson, Oran Percy, Travis Tharp 
July 17—Christian Rompel 
July 18—Heath Hohmann, Tricia Slovacek 
July 19—Sara Carswell 
July 20—Carl Schattenberg 
July 21—Troy Muehring, Austin Rabb 
July 22—Garrett Kunz 
July 23—Alexsandra Santos, Heather Struss 
July 24—Pat Dove, Karan Heidemann, Remy Martinez 
July 25—Donny Vowell 
July 26—Alexandria Edmundson, Daniel Glaser, Kalea  
              Heidemeyer, Connor Rowell, Grant Rowell 
July 28—Joy Meadows, Tim Sump, Deanna Vowell 
July 30—Kay Martin 
July 31—Randy Noster 
Aug. 1—Tim Bohmann, Sarah Chiang 

JULY ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 

“CREATING TREASURES” GROUP—Fri., July 17, 7:30 p.m. 
Pastor Fetter on vacation July 18 through July 24th 
PROPERTY WORKDAY—Sat., July 18, 8:00 a.m. 
NIA CLASS—Sat., July 18, 9:00 a.m. 
                       Sat., July 25, 9:00 a.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., July 19, 1:00 p.m. 
GAMES & FELLOWSHIP—Mon., July 20, 9:30 a.m. 
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., July 20, 1:30 p.m. 
                             Mon., July 27, 1:30 p.m. 
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY BOLD STEP  
              COMMITTEE—Mon., July 20, 7:00 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., July 20, 7:00 p.m. 
                                             Mon., July 27, 7:00 p.m. 
MEN’S BREAKFAST—Tue., July 21, 6:20 a.m. 
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., July 21, 7:00 a.m. 
                                                        Tue., July 28, 7:00 a.m. 
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., July 21, 10:30 a.m. 
                           Tue., July 28, 10:30 a.m. 
RUTH CIRCLE—Tue., July 21, 7:00 p.m. 
ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans, July 22nd through 26th 
GOLF COMMITTEE—Wed., July 22, 6:30 p.m. 
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., July 23, 9:45 a.m.      
                                                         Thu., July 30, 9:45 a.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., July 26, 1:00 p.m. 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL—Sun., July 26, 7:00 p.m. 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., July 28, 7:00 p.m. 
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.— 
                                                                     Tue., July 28, 7:00 p.m. 

               Travis Aubrey Koehler 
 

September 14, 1938 - July 1, 2009 
 

Travis is survived by his wife, Sheila Koehler, his 
mother, Irma Koehler, and other family members. 
 

A Memorial Service of Thanksgiving to God was held for Travis at 
Abiding Love on Tuesday, July 7th, at 10:30 a.m.  A reception of 
food and fellowship followed at the Activity Center. The family  
request donations to the Parkinson’s Foundation.  

      Marilyn Louise Segner 
 

October 2, 1955 - July 2, 2009 
 

Marilyn is survived by her husband, Jerald 
Segner, and daughters, Elizabeth and Stephanie Segner. She is 
also survived by her father, Marvin Ahrens, one sister and two 
brothers, and many other family members, and friends. 
 

A Funeral Service of Thanksgiving to God for the Life of Marilyn 
was held at Abiding Love on Wednesday, July 8, at 10:00 a.m. The 
Internment took place at St. Paul Lutheran Church Cemetery, Cave 
Creek, Texas. A reception followed at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
following a graveside service.  
 

A loving tribute to Marilyn can be found at: 
www.harrellfuneralhomes.com/content/obituaries/view.jsp?OID=50436 
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♦ From Kim Thonhoff to the Kairos Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministry Bold Step Committee Members for their endless hours 
of research. (Their names are listed in our “Kairos Update” in 
the newsletter.) Also, thank you for all your contributions of 
both money and time to this process.  

 

♦ From the Kairos Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Bold 
Step Committee to Pastor Lynnae for her time in coordinating 
an "on location" interview of Youth Coordinators and Ministers 
for our Committee at Abiding Love. We thank Mark Delajakoma 
(Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran), Chris Magwick (Triumphant 
Love), Heather Hanson (ELCA SWT Synod Youth Ministry), 
and Cara Clark & Katie Boos (Immanuel Lutheran) for the time, 
expertise, and enthusiasm shared in the interview process on 
Tuesday evening, June 30. 

 

♦ From the Kairos Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Bold 
Step Committee to Pastor Fetter for his contributions shared 
from the seminar attended in Colorado. We also appreciate the 
support and suggestions shared by Pastor Jana Swenson, 
Diane Albin, and Murray Collins.  

 

♦ From Kim Thonhoff to Elizabeth & Murray Collins for their as-
sistance in purchasing needed materials for the Kairos Chil-
dren, Youth, and Family Ministry Bold Step Committee to use 
for the recommended research. We also thank Philip Drake, 
Marian Hollien, and Cindy Atwell for acquiring many of the 
books needed for the visioning process.  

 

♦ From Kim Thonhoff to Cindy Kunz, Joan Hokanson, and Pastor 
Lynnae for their extra time and assistance helping her to pre-
pare for the Kairos Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Bold 
Step Committee meeting on Monday, July 6. 

 

♦ From the "Chip in for Children" 2009 Golf Committee to all 
those who have registered as players for the upcoming golf 
tournament on Monday, September 21. We would also like to 
thank those who have committed to being sponsors or have 
donated items for the Raffle and Golfer Goodie Bags! The  
Children's Center will certainly benefit from your generosity. 

 

♦ From the "Chip in for Children" 2009 Golf Committee to Karen 
Huddleston and Hal Schulz for their support, advice, and assis-
tance with the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans “Care in Com-
munity” application for additional funds for our Children's Cen-
ter fund raiser. We appreciate all you have done! 

 

♦ To all who have been helping with the special, 11:00 a.m. sum-
mer “Awesome Worship Experiences”. 

 

♦ To all who assisted with the Memorial Service and Reception 
for Travis Koehler on July 7th. 

 

♦ To all who assisted with the Funeral Service for Marilyn Segner 
on July 8th. 

 

♦ To everyone who has donated to our National Youth Gathering 
participants’ Gumbo Pot, or had their vehicle washed by our 
youth this past weekend.  Proceeds from the Car Wash on 
Sunday totaled $1,187.00! That’s a lot of meals for the New 
Orleans trip! Thank you again! 

 

♦ From Nancy Phipps: “Thank you so much for your sweet 
thoughts and prayers during my surgery and recovery… Thank 
you for remembering me.” 

 

♦ To Joel & Audrey Lehman, and Bill & Kay Nicholson for donat-
ing 2 new Lutheran Study Bibles to our Church Library. 

 
♥     ♥     ♥ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., July 29th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., July 27th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the 
love Jesus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 
and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 
respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 
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A Note from Matthew Metz: 
 

“Dear Pastor Fetter, 
Thank you for your letter.  
I am going to ECU for college in Ada, OK next year. I’ve been trying 
to find a summer a job and I am going to the Gathering down in 
New Orleans in July. I hope everyone down there is enjoying their 
summer. Tell everyone I am fine, and thanks again. “ 

“Dear Pastors and members of Abiding Love, 
 

It is with a joyful and thankful heart that I write this note to the 
church. I am so thankful to all the faithful members of Abiding Love 
who have been so kind to include me in their thoughts and prayers 
during this long, ten month, journey of fighting breast cancer. Praise 
the Lord! He has heard our prayers! By the grace of our good Lord, 
all the faithful “prayer warriors” at Abiding Love and, I have to say, 
the “ugly poison” of chemotherapy, I am free of cancer! I have com-
pleted all my treatments and I am now a “free bird”! I know that our 
Lord listens and answers our prayers as well as watches over us. 
 

I would also like to say thank you for the beautiful cards, visits, 
phone calls, and caring thoughts throughout my illness. My heart 
was warmed each and every time I received these special notes 
and acts of kindness from the church. Special thanks go out to the 
very dear person who so lovingly knitted and delivered the beautiful 
prayer shawl and all the special visits we shared.  
 

Once again, thank you so much to each of you for your loving and 
caring acts of kindness. May God continue to richly bless you all 
and our congregation with His abiding love. 
 

Your grateful friend in Christ, 
Sherry Abrahamson” 



 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 22-26—We’re going to the 2009 ELCA National  
                    Youth Gathering in New Orleans, Louisiana! 
                    Woo hoo! The time has finally come! 
 
August 2— 9:45 a.m.—Teach Sunday School about our 
                                       experiences at the New Orleans 
                                       National Youth Gathering!  
 
August 12—11:00 a.m.—Underground Bowling 
             Call Pastor Lynnae or Jeff Roberts if you are going!  
 
August 30—1:30 p.m.—Lead Rally Day Games 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a T-shirt Quilt Class  
For Middle School and High School Youth! 

\ 

Anyone interested in joining the group should contact Karen  
Huddleston by phone 301-1402 or email karenhudd@yahoo.com .   
We will not meet in July. Next meeting to be announced later. 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School continues this summer 
for children and adults! 

 
1) Adult class – “Bible Boosters” -  

Old Testament Study (Numbers,  
Deuteronomy, Leviticus).  Meets  
all summer long in the downstairs 
Classroom 1&2. 

Teachers: J.D. Lewis, Pat Dove, Paul Mettke 
 
2)  Kids class - all ages and Parents TOO!! – 
Come, Listen, and Learn from guest teachers 
(church members) that will share their Talents,  
Cultures, and Global Missions experiences!   
Crafts! Music! Fun!  Meets in the 2nd floor  
Commons Area: 
 

July 19th – Water 2 Thrive: 
Guest teachers: from W2T and our 
Middle School students 
 

July 26th – Honoring our American 
Heritage: (Native Americans) 
        Teachers:  Kikta Family   

 
3)  New Adult class - “No Experience Necessary” 
Study based on this book is meeting in the Library.  

 

                                 
                               Children’s Center Corner 
 

We want to thank Glenn Ruthven for painting a lovely mural on the 
dining room wall at the Children’s Center . He is the parent of one of 
our children and we would love for any and all of you to come and 
see his beautiful work. 
                             
                                                         Donna Eastty, Director 

 
 
 
 

2009 ELCA National Youth Gathering 
 

Based on Philippians 2:1-8, the 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering will 
look and feel like a servant school. At the center of the Gathering 
program is a deepening of our awareness of God’s call to ser-
vanthood, and a deepening of the basic Christian practices by 
which we live our baptismal calling to servanthood throughout life.  
 

Please pray for our youth and sponsors as they participate in, and 
travel to and from the National Youth Gathering. The group will 
leave by bus on Tuesday, July 21st, at 10 p.m., from Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church, and arrive back in Austin in the wee hours of the 
morning on Monday, July 27th.  
 

Sponsors: 
Janea Escobedo, Pastor Lynnae Sorensen, Dale Sump, and John 
Urban. 
 

Youth:  
Emma Albin, Katherine Albin, Katie Carswell, Sarah Chiang, Ben 
Collins, Josh Escobedo, Kelsey Hollien, Audrey Huddleston, Andie 
Jones, Rachel Karley, Sara Pavey, Austin Rabb, Bethany Sump, 
Tim Sump, Travis Tharp, and Jay Urban. 
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Bold Step Team Report 
Re-Invigorating Children, Youth, and Family Ministry  

 

The Kairos Re-Invigorating Children, Youth, and Family Ministry 
Bold Step Team has been dedicated to the task at hand and is deep 
into current research about Family Ministry. We have expanded our 
committee which now includes Kim Thonhoff (Chair), Marian Hol-
lien, Cindy Atwell, Callie Clarkson, Elizabeth Collins, Janea Esco-
bedo, Joan Hokanson, Anna Jones, Jeff Roberts, Trey Huddleston, 
Tim Sulzbach, Nannette Dew, and Laurie Donovan. We have had 
two committee meetings (June 17 & July 6) and will meet again on 
Monday, July 20, in the church library at 7:00 pm. If you wish to be a 
part of this process, please contact Kim Thonhoff at 282-4480 and 
volunteer your services. The research component of our task is very 
time consuming and extra researchers would be helpful! 
 

The Research resources that our committee is using have been rec-
ommended by Kairos and also Youth Ministers who have exciting 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry programs in the Austin area. 
We are researching suggested web sites, visiting churches with suc-
cessful Sunday School and Youth programs, and interviewing key 
leaders involved with Family Ministry.  Of course, we look forward to 
listening to our own Youth and Parents who are currently involved in 
the Children, Youth, and Family Ministry programs at Abiding Love. 
Although time consuming, all of us have learned that Abiding Love 
has in place many of the right components for growing a very suc-
cessful Family Ministry outreach. The time spent has been highly 
motivating and rewarding. Our vision for Abiding Love is gradually 
emerging with an enticing Spirit! 
 

We thought it might be interesting if we shared the list of books that 
we are researching in this process. As we complete the readings, it 
is our intention to add these resources to our church library for all to 
access: 

In Real Time - Mike Glenn 
 

Inside the Mind of Youth Pastors - Mike Riddle 
 

Passing on the Faith: A Radical New Model for Youth and 
Family Ministry - Merton P. Strommen an Richard A. Hardel  
 

Postmodern Children's Ministry: Ministry to Children in the 
21st Century Church (Emergent YS) -  Ivy Beckwith  
 

Purpose Driven Youth Ministry - Doug Fields 
 

Sustainable Youth Ministry - Mark DeVries 
 

The Godbearing Life: The Art of Soul Tending for Youth 
Ministry - by Kenda Creasy Dean and Ron Foster 
 

Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions - George 
Barna 
        

Your First Two Years in Youth Ministry - Doug Fields 
 

Youth Ministry Management Tools - Ginny Olson, Diane  
Elliot, and Mike Work 

 

Kairos has done an excellent job guiding and monitoring our com-
mittee through the process.  We appreciate the support that Pastor 
Jana Swenson has provided. Also, I sincerely appreciate the dili-
gence of the members of this committee who are faithfully working 
on creating a Vision for Family Ministry at Abiding Love Lutheran 
Church.  Please take the time to say thank you to those who ac-
cepted the challenge! All of us are willing to share or answer any 
questions you may have about the project we have undertaken!  
Before closing, we would like to add our wish for safe travel and a 
rewarding experience to our High School Youth who will be traveling 
to the National Youth Gathering next week. This Family Ministry 
Bold Step Team is growing in Faith with you through the process! 
 
Submitted by: Kim Thonhoff 

Dale Sump has agreed to lead the “Re-Focusing Com-
munity Outreach Bold Step Team”! Thank you, Dale!  
The group will be forming soon! 

Bold Step Committee Report—Re-Imagining Sunday 
Mornings  

 

Our team is one of the three teams that resulted from the Kairos 
study of our congregation.  
 

Our Goal is to re-imagine Sunday Morning from the time you drive 
into the parking lot until the time you leave the building.  Our task is 
to develop a plan to make the Sunday morning experience more 
meaningful to all—members and visitors.   
 

How are we doing this?  Our team members, who are Jared Clark-
son, Jill Feary, Pat Andrews, Philip Drake, Sherry Abrahamson and 
myself, have been busy this summer.  One of our main tasks was to 
actually visit other churches to find out what is happening on Sun-
day Morning.  We have visited a number of churches & actually 
have a very detailed information form to fill out about each visit.  As I 
said before, we are looking at every aspect from the parking lot, to 
the entrance, to the reception area, to the worship service, Sunday 
morning study, and many other factors.   
 

Another task we have is to glean information from some books rec-
ommended to us by Kairos about worship.  Two of our members 
have already read three of these books, and we are getting very 
useful information from their reports to help develop our plan.     
 

We are working toward an Aug. deadline, so we are working hard 
this summer to get all of this accomplished.  We could certainly use 
YOUR help by giving us feedback about the summer worship styles 
and any other ideas or desires that you may have.  Just talk to, call, 
email or write to any of the committee members.  You have already 
been a part of this process by your interviews with the Kairos staff, 
so you can continue to be involved by giving us your thoughts.  We 
will gladly accept them and try to put them to work in our planning.   
 

Rosa Hatfield, Team Coordinator 

Stewardship Ministry Team Report 
 

The Stewardship Ministry Team has been working very hard this 
summer. We began meeting in May and have met every two weeks 
since developing Stewardship Best Practices for our Congregation 
to carry us from now into the future of Abiding Love. Our goal is to 
establish a culture of generosity in this congregation, that is not to 
say that we don't have generous members, we most certainly do. 
We could not have been in existence for all these years without the 
generous members, however, we have not been deliberate in our 
planning in order to continue our ministry is South Austin.  
 

I was asked a question that I didn't like the answer to and it was, 
"What would South Austin look like without Abiding Love?" This got 
me to thinking of ways we could improve our Stewardship practices. 
The Stewardship Ministry Team consists of: Greta Rymal, Denise 
Alaimo, Denis Collins, Kyle Olsen, Jeff Roberts, Jeri Lyn Sump, Joel 
Lehman and Reggie Kikta. Together we have come up with a Bibli-
cal and Theological Framework from which to base all other deci-
sions on. We believe that through our Congregations MISSION we 
can and will develop an attitude of TRUST which will TRANSFORM 
lives. Our Stewardship Theme is: BEYOND BELIEF and our Theme 
Verse in the Bible is: Eph. 3:20 "Now to Him (God) who by the 
power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine." Working in 3 month intervals begin-
ning in September, we have developed some "Best Practices" that 
we feel should be implemented to ensure a culture of Generosity in 
this congregation in years to come. You have seen some of them 
already like the video blogs that Jeff Roberts has put on our web-
site. More of these will be coming hopefully a new one every two 
weeks or so. We will be hearing more Stewardship sermons similar 
to the one Pastor Lynnae gave last Sunday and we will be embark-
ing on a congregation wide book study beginning in September. All 
of this and much more is to come. God Bless all of you and God 
Bless Abiding Love.  
 

Lovingly submitted by: Reggie Kikta 

KAIROS UPDATE 
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HOW TO MOVE INTO THE GOLDEN YEARS ENJOYING GOD’S GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES 

Part 7 

                             —by Annette Smith 

 

While on vacation a few weeks ago I and three other ALLC Seniors were all richly blessed as we saw God’s work 

and love each day in so many ways. During this week away there were several lessons in our daily devotional 

“Christ in Our Home” that were so fitting for this great week. As we traveled across the country and in to territories 

we had never been before we were all in awe of how blessed we were all the way there and back home again. The 

natives and workers all along the Alaska coast were so happy we brought sunshine their way and that there was no 

rain all week! They are used to having rain and short nights with more daylight at this time of the year, but suffer 

from the long winters with much cold and snow, darkness and many dreary days. Yet each one shared their love for 

their work and for us all so abundantly. 

 

We marveled at the numerous miles of snow covered mountain tops while also enjoying the handiwork of God’s 

touch down below where we traveled with lush green foliage, waterfalls, creeks and beautiful flowers along the 

way, even those bright yellow dandelions! What a coincidence that our devotional on May 22nd was about dandeli-

ons; and how God must really love them, because he made every part of them useful, fruitful, tenacious and resil-

ient. It reminded us how the faithful are, also like the dandelions, and these are all indeed good traits for all of us as 

Christians to have as well. 

 
It also taught us that just as the clouds of seeds on the stem of the dandelion spread, the spirit of God’s love in our 

lives should also be spread into our communities and around the world to carry the seed of God’s word and the love 

of Jesus Christ to all. After a week of meeting so many people of all ages from all parts of our world and being 

served by many of these daily through their work, it was interesting that the devotional on the 23rd asked us to re-

flect on “What is eternal life and when does it begin?” It reminded us how eternal life begins for us when we are 

baptized, and what a joyful life we claim when we see our lives brimming over with eternal life through our work.  

 

We were fortunate to experience this joyful life on a daily basis as we toured the country sides and visited with the 

workers along the way. They all did it with such joy and eagerness as they worked and shared their stories of the 

tenacious folks who many years ago climbed miles and miles of snow covered mountains to build roads, railroads 

and much more by hand to help this part of God’s world become a beautiful history lesson for all of those who now 

come to visit, and to provide work for so many in one way or another throughout these many years. Even without 

many sunshiny days and the dark cold winters many have remained resilient to stay and continue to share their sto-

ries and their lives every chance they can through their work, and for many it also gives them the opportunity to 

travel to many other parts of the world to be of service to others. What a joy their love for God’s people and their 

service was for us! 

 

May you each experience God’s many golden opportunities and this same joy also on a daily basis in your life 

through your work as a student, laborer or in service to others as your eternal God works through you to share his 

love and his story; and each day when you look in to the mirror may you see yourself as eternally alive in Jesus, the 

Son of our Living God. Now! Here! Today! And Forever in to Eternity! 

 

God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. (1 John 5:11) 

 

Eternal Father, open my heart to your reign at work in my life today through Jesus Christ. May I always be 

faithful, tenacious and resilient just as the dandelion and be willing to let your spirit and love help me to 

work and serve joyfully where ever your love and story is needed. Amen  

7 



8 


