
Love Letter No. 1188                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        November 28, 2007 

Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
               (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
               E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
               E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  John Austin 
               (Home: 263-7889)  
               E-mail:  jaustin1@austin.rr.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
               Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
               2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
               Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, Room 206 
               1st & 2nd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
               3rd, 4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
               Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
               Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
               Adult “Bible Boosters”— Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
               Adult “Study on Amos” — Library (Worship Ctr.) 
               Adult “Gospel of Matthew”—Activity Center (Dec. 9&16) 

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:  
 

Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
             (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
             Phone:  892-4040 
             E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
             Fax:  892-4456 
 

Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
             E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 

Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 

Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 

Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 

Nursery Supervisor:  Tammy Santos 
 

Youth Coordinator: Janea Escobedo 
             E-mail:  allcyouth@austin.rr.com 
 

Webmaster:  George Glaser 
             E-mail:  gglaser@austin.rr.com 
 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
             www.abidinglove.org 
 

Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
             (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
             Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
             www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 

 

     

 

Holy Communion will be served at both 
worship services on Dec. 2nd, and at the 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
on Dec. 9th. 

 

 

The Tie That Binds 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 



 

 
 
From Pastor Lynnae— 
 
I love this time of year. I love the music and the 
fudge and the shopping! I love the colors and the 
jingles and the cheer. But, I know that for some the 
holidays are not happy. For some this is a time of greater grief and 
separation. Holiday stress can lead to extreme sadness, addictive 
behaviors and isolation. As we live in this world we continually face 
loss and grief. Wounds can become all the more raw in the season 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas. When so much focus is on family 
and friends those we have lost seem all the more distant. The loss 
can seem new and fresh in the middle of merriment and celebra-
tion. The long held traditions take on new meaning when the seats 
at the table are not full. At Abiding Love, we are aware of the many 
losses that people are dealing with every day. 
 

Grieving can come from many different losses -loss of spouse, 
child, friends or loss of employment, self-esteem or home. Grieving 
is an attack of the heart as it waits to heal or learns to go on despite 
the change. 
 

Join us, next Sunday afternoon, Dec. 2, at 3:00 p.m. in the Library, 
as we learn about the stages of grief and are offered some practical 
advice for surviving the holidays. Our leaders will be George Glaser 
and Pat Koch. The expression of our salvation is often joy, but it is 
also solemn and sometimes convicting. Loss touches everyone – I 
pray that this season you may know the presence of God in your 
pain, and that your church family may be allowed to respond to your 
need.  

♥   ♥   ♥    

 
 
“Happy New Year!” 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

No, I did not make a mistake.  The Season of Advent marks the 
beginning of  “a new year” on the Christian Church-Year Calendar. 
 

We will be celebrating this Advent Season during our Sunday Wor-
ship Services using the overall theme of “PREPARE”! The color for 
these four Sundays of Advent is blue, symbolizing “HOPE”. I hope 
that you will use this time to prepare your hearts and homes for a 
meaningful celebration of our Savior’s Birthday! 
 

As you enter our Worship Center each Sunday, you will see some-
thing new to help you focus on this “Season of Preparation”. Each 
week as we light the 4 candles of our Advent Wreath, you will be 
asked to: 
 

Week 1—”Prepare for the PROMISE!” 
              Bible Reading:  “...stay awake! For you do not know   
                            which day your Lord will come.” (Matthew 24:42) 
              Prayer:  Come, Lord, into the Advent of our lives. Come, 
                            open our eyes to see your hand in all things.  
                            Come, illuminate the paths we walk as we      
                            journey to your promised dwelling place. Amen 
 

Week 2—”Prepare for the PEACE!” 
              Bible Reading:  “In those days John the Baptist appeared 
                            in the wilderness of Judea proclaiming, ‘Repent, 
                            for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This 
                            is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke of 
                            when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the 
                            wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
                            his paths straight.’” (Matthew 3:1-3) 
              Prayer:  Come, Lord Jesus, restore our land and re-create 
                            our hearts. May we speak your word to those 
                            whose hearts have been hardened by despair 
                            and disappointment; may we create for you a 
                            highway of peace and reconciliation that passes 
                            through every heart and home. Amen. 
 

Week 3—”Prepare for the PURPOSE!” 
              Bible Reading:  “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
                            the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers 
                            are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
                            and the poor have the good news proclaimed to 
                            them.”  (Matthew 11:4-5) 
              Prayer:  O God, Giver of all good things, give us the  
                            purpose to be grace-filled givers this Christmas. 
                            Open our hearts to give to others the compassion 
                            and peace of Christ that transforms emptiness to 
                            wholeness, sadness to joy, death to life. Amen. 
 

Week 4—”Prepare for the PRESENCE!” 
              Bible Reading:  “The angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
                            a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 
                            be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 
                            For this is through the Holy Spirit that this child 
                            has been conceived in her.’” (Matthew 1:20) 
              Prayer:  Come, Emmanuel, and make your dwelling place 
                            among us. May we welcome you into our midst 
                            even when your presence is most demanding, 
                            inconvenient, and threatening. May we give birth 
                            to you despite our doubts and fears, our timidity 
                            and weakness. Amen  
 

Please, save these meditations and use them in your home each 
week. Give thanks for God’s PROMISE, PEACE, PURPOSE, and 
PRESENCE in your life as you PREPARE! 
 

                                                         —Pastor David Fetter  † 

The Tie That Binds 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
 

Dec. 2—David Kornfuehrer, Ryan Meadows,  
               Jon Mettke 
Dec. 4—Laurie Donovan, Diane McGowan 
Dec. 5—Holly Barajas, Ben Fuelberg 
Dec.  7—Alan Abbe, Johnny Austin,  
               Michael Gonzalez, Cole Lopez 
Dec. 8—Doris Grisham, Cori Shelly 
Dec. 9—Royce Abrahamson, Charlie Ashton 
Dec. 10—Mary Ann Eichler 
Dec. 11—Ann Lunday, Duane Pfluger 
Dec. 12—Lloyd Matthys, Audrey Whitney 
Dec. 13—Harold Tiedt 
Dec. 14—Emy Griggs 
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*** Calling all Instrumentalists *** 
 

We are preparing for the Christmas Cantata worship ser-
vices and would like for as many instrumentalists to join us 
as possible.  Even if you've never played with the Instru-
mental Ensemble before, but play an instrument, please 
join us.  Here is the schedule: 
 

              Sunday, Dec. 2    Rehearsal           12:15-1:15 
              Sunday, Dec. 9    Rehearsal           12:15-1:15 
              Sunday, Dec. 16  Performance       8:30 & 11:00 
                                         Warm up at 8:00 a.m. & 10:40 a.m. 
 

If you plan to play, you MUST let Karron Lewis know before Novem-
ber 29th so she can prepare music for you.  You can contact her by 
phone - 892-3415 - or e-mail <kglewis@mail.utexas.edu>.  Please give 
your name, address, phone number/e-mail, and instrument you play. 
 

Come join us to make this a festive celebration!! 



 
 
 

 

IN THE HOSPITAL:  John England, Seton, Rm. 462 
 

HOME FROM HAND SURGERY:  Alex Villalobos 
 

HOME FROM DAY SURGERY:  Paul Atkinson 
 

SURGERY SCHEDULED:  Margaret Dove (Dec. 5 at Seton SW) 
 

DEATH:  Leeroy Oehler, Vera Kirkham’s uncle 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Marilyn Segner               ** Gene Zimmermann 
** Jim Klier                         ** Terri Ramirez 
** Denise Alaimo                ** Murray Collins 
** Sylvia Davis                   ** Andy Whitney 
** Amber Karley                 ** Dr. August Wenzel 
** Edna Graeber                ** Tom Thomas 
** Carolyn Johnson            ** Meagan Prehn  
** Blake Johnson               ** Christian-Charles de Plicque 
** Eva Marie Cesar                            
** Joan Malik (Cheryl Adrian’s mother) 
** Marilyn Dial (Jeri Lyn Sump’s mother) 
** Shirley Fetter (Pastor Fetter’s mother) 
** Angela Land (Cindy Kunz’s sister-in-law) 
** Jim Jensen (Pastor Lynnae’s uncle) 
** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister) 
** Auburn Traycik (Lisa Beach’s sister) 
** Kenneth Almquist (Diane Albin’s father) 
** Herbert Frels (Lori Frels’ father) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta family) 
** Jeff Byers (friend of Gil & Tracy Yetter) 
** Marlene Quintara (cousin of Gisela Armstrong) 
** Nicholas Thompson & parents, Trent & Sonji (friends of  Mike  
              & Holly Leoni) 
** Clayton Matthys (Lloyd’s brother) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** LCpl Matt Hohertz serving in Iraq with the U.S. Marine Corps 
    ** Staff Sgt. Paul Buaas (son of Monte Jane Buaas) who is  
              serving in Iraq with the U.S. Army Reserves. 
    ** Sgt. Adrian Edmundson serving in Iraq with the Texas National 
              Guard Reserves. 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta (U.S. Army) & daughter, Zoe 
    ** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier (USAF) 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler (USAF) 
    ** Frank Castro, USAF in South Korea 
    ** Chris Glaser serving in Iraq with the U.S. Army. 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
** A prayer of thanksgiving for the first great grandchild of Ron & 
              Janice Duncan— Conor Erin Lemmons, born Nov. 8th. 
               
“Welcome Home!” to Brad Haas after 27 months of service with 
the Peace Corps in the Dominican Republic. He is the son of Willie 
& Jan Haas. “We honor you Brad, for your special service!” 
 

Matthew Perry received his “God and Family” Scout Award at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, Nov. 11th. He is a member 
of Cub Scout Pack 505 at the Oak Hill United Methodist Church, 
and son of J.P. & Sharon Perry. “Congratulations, Matthew!” 

 

Grant Richard Rowell and Connor James Rowell (twins) 
were baptized on Sunday, November 11th, at the 11:00  
a.m. Worship Service.  Parents are Linda & Paul Rowell.  
“We rejoice with Grant and Connor at their baptisms!” 
 
Evan Elijah Logan was baptized on Sunday, November 
11th, at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. Parents are Lauri & 
Gordon Logan, and sister Meagan.  
“We rejoice with Evan at his baptism!” 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
Christmas Play Helpers Needed! 

Do you love working with children? Do you love the 
story of Christmas? Then do I have great news for 
you. We are currently seeking volunteers (adults, as 
well as older students) to help out with this year’s 
Christmas Play. If you are interested, please contact 
Paige Abbott 266-9817 or gpabbott@juno.com 
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Everyone is invited to the last of a 4–part lesson 
on “Rediscovering Handel’s Messiah” led by 
Pastor Lynnae in the Activity Center at 9:45 a.m. 
on December 2nd. 

Christmas Caroling 
Saturday, December 15  

4:30 p.m. 
Meet in front of the Activity Center 

 

Everyone is invited to join the 4th & 5th Grade Youth Group for 
Christmas Caroling to the homes of some of  our shut-in members 
and friends! 

Mark your calendars now! 
Cross Trails Ministry Celebration GalaCross Trails Ministry Celebration GalaCross Trails Ministry Celebration GalaCross Trails Ministry Celebration Gala    

Feb. 2, 2008Feb. 2, 2008Feb. 2, 2008Feb. 2, 2008    
Main Street BallroomMain Street BallroomMain Street BallroomMain Street Ballroom    
San Antonio, TexasSan Antonio, TexasSan Antonio, TexasSan Antonio, Texas    

6;00 p.m. 6;00 p.m. 6;00 p.m. 6;00 p.m. ———— 10:30 p.m. 10:30 p.m. 10:30 p.m. 10:30 p.m.    
Tickets Available Now - $35.00 presale; $40 after Dec. 15 

For more information log onto www.crosstrails.org 

Does holiday grief get you down?  
Join us, next Sunday afternoon, Dec. 2, at 3:00 p.m. in the Library, 
for a class on working through holiday grief. The class will be led by 
George Glaser and Pat Koch. 

 

ADVENT BRUNCH 
A special invitation 

You are cordially invited to join us for the annual 
Women’s Advent Brunch 

Saturday, December 1, 2007 
9:00 a.m. 

Activity Center 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

7210 Brush Country Road 
No reservation required. 

 

The annual Ornament Exchange, will be coordinated by the Hannah Circle.  
Please remember to bring your wrapped ornament for the exchange. It is very 
exciting to see all the beautiful ornaments and really gets you into the spirit 
of the season. 
The Sarah Circle will provide us with an inspirational devotion, while we 
enjoy delicious food prepared by the Ruth Circle, and are surrounded by the 
beautiful decorations of the Naomi Circle. We look forward to seeing you! 



BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 2ND: 

“First Sunday of Advent” 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming.”— Matthew 24:42 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 9TH: 

“Second Sunday of Advent” 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

“In those days John the Baptist appeared in the  
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’”— Matthew 3:1-2 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH: 
Worship - 88 (8:30)  + 152 (11:00)  =  240 (Total) 
Sunday School - 101 
*Offerings - $7,311.00 (Current)  +  $335.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $25.00 (Gifts & Memorials) 
                            $325.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $100.00 (ELCA Hunger)  + 
                            $20.00 (Lutheran World Relief)  + 
                            $10.00 (Kairos)  
                            $25.00 (Youth Groups) 
                            $250.00 (Mixed Blessings Music) 
                            $10.00 (Book reimbursement) 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH: 
Worship - 50 (8:30)  + 157 (11:00)  =  207 (Total) 
Sunday School - 103 
*Offerings - $11,658.00 (Current)  +  $840.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $75.00 (Building Fund) 
                            $35.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $947.00 (WELCA ThankOffering)  + 
                            $110.00 (Good Samaritan Fund)  + 
                            $250.00 (Golf Tournament) 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE, NOVEMBER 22ND: 
Worship - 68 
Offerings - $1145.00 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH: 
Worship - 55 (8:30)  +  92 (11:00)  =  147 (Total) 
Sunday School - 94 
*Offerings - $4,624.73 (Current)  +  $540.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $10.00 (Food Pantry)  
 

 *NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 
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♥ MEMORIAL: 
      Gifts & Memorials 
             For Alice Jackson by Edna Graeber. 
♥ SPECIAL GIFTS: 
      Food Pantry 
             In honor of Ella Dittmar Hanson in celebration of her 
                          90th birthday by Annette Smith.   
      General Fund 
             In celebration of the baptism of Evan Elijah Logan by  
                          Gloria & Gordon Logan, Jr. 
      Mixed Blessings Music 
             In thanksgiving for Mixed Blessings by Marcilynn &  
                          Ron League. 
      Youth Groups 
             In honor of the Abiding Love 2007 Confirmation Class  
                          by Annette Smith. 

†  MISSION STATEMENT:MISSION STATEMENT:MISSION STATEMENT:MISSION STATEMENT: Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.  † 

The Food Pantry Needs You!  
 

On Sunday, December 2, the Christian Service Board will host its 
final and much needed 2007 FIRST SUNDAY/FOOD PANTRY 
day. The Food Pantry cart will greet you as you enter the Sanctuary 

to accept your generous donations of canned 
meat and protein items, canned vegetables, 
canned soups, canned fruits, pasta sauce, spa-
ghetti, dried beans & rice, peanut butter, and 
cereal.  We will also happily accept monetary 
contributions! Just make your checks out to 

“Abiding Love Lutheran Church” with “Food Pantry” on the by-
line. Of course, children’s books are still a delight for the Food 
Pantry children. We greatly appreciate your continued support. 
 

On Monday, November 19, our Food Pantry served 71 families and 
we expect that number to increase during the Christmas holiday 
season. Our Food Pantry will only be open for 3 Mondays in De-
cember because the Capital Area Food Bank will be closed on Mon-
day, December 24, and Monday, December 31. Therefore, our pan-
try will be closed on those days also. So, we are expecting the fami-
lies to make an extra effort to attend on the 3 Mondays that we 
open!  We do need your help and support. 
 

The Christian Service Board would like to thank Diane McGowan 
and her dedicated volunteers for their challenging work during this 
time. They are feeding a lot of families in a very short time so the 
volunteers are very busy! If you can support our Food Pantry with 
your time and extra hands, please come and join us on Monday 
afternoons from 12:30-4:00 p.m.  No reservations are needed, just 
show up and we’ll find you a job. If you can volunteer to help pick 
up the food from the Capital Area Food Bank or set up the Food 
Pantry on Monday mornings, please call Diane McGowan at 892-
4416 to make arrangements! We thank those who are continuing to 
serve and we thank those who will accept this invitation to serve!  
 

By the way, Janea Escobedo, our Youth Coordinator, is helping the 
Middle School Youth fill Christmas stockings that they created 
to pass out during the holidays to our Food Pantry children. If you 
can donate candy canes, nuts, and small items to put in the 
stockings, please give your contributions to Janea! Thanks so much! 
 

The Christian Service Board sincerely expresses its appreciation for 
the donations and the service of all the volunteers who make the 
Food Pantry available for those in need in our community. Your con-
tributions are most definitely a blessing to many! 

Stewardship Corner 
 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet …” 
 

Abilities:  What I like to do!  What is it you like to do?  Rick Warren 
said in one of his books that people do best if they do what they like 
to do.  Well, in our next time and talent survey, you’ll get to tell us.  
So, be thinkin’ bout it; we’re fixin’ to ask. 
 

Erv Merz 
Director, Stewardship and Finance 



 
 

      Middle School Youth Group 
 
 

The Middle School youth will be meeting on Sunday December 9th 
from 6:00 to 9:00PM.  We will get into the spirit of Christmas by 
shopping at Barton Creek Mall for an inexpensive gift, then going to 
the Escobedo home for a Christmas party where we will exchange 
our gifts, eat (of course) and play games.  Don’t miss it! 

Dear Marty, 
How can I get my dad to stop drinking? 
Signed,  
Sober 
 

Dear Sober, 
It is very difficult in your day and age to 
stand alone in such a situation as alcohol-
ism. I would say, first, be sure that you 
aren’t alone. Besides God being always 

with you, get help for yourself. If you can’t talk with 
your mother, then go to an aunt or uncle or some other 
responsible adult in your family. If you don’t feel as 
though you can do this, then talk with your pastor or a 
school counselor. Remember, secrets are NEVER good. 
There is such a thing as privacy and confidentiality, but 
secrets are never good. 
It is a show of love that you want to help your father. 
Maybe the best thing you can do is to share your feelings 
with him. Then let him find the ways to get real help. 
You must clearly see yourself as different from your fa-
ther and thereby you are possibly more able to direct him 
to get the help he needs. You may be the incentive for 
getting help, but you are not the help.  
What you can do is evaluate your own life and part in 
your family. By trying to understand your emotions and 
responses to situations, you will be able to respond more 
maturely and more thoughtfully in the times of crises. 
Sometimes alcoholism is passed from one generation to 
another. Take the time NOW to decide your future.  
To honor your father and mother is not to support them 
in their unhealthy behaviors. Go forward knowing that 
the ultimate Father stands by your side. 
Signed, 
 

Marty 

Senior High Youth Group 

“The ROCK” 
 

Upcoming Meeting 
 

The R.O.C.K. will be meeting on Satur-
day December 8th for a progressive din-
ner and Christmas Party.  Details will be 
sent to the youth via email, but if your 
interested and not receiving emails, 
please send your email address to  
allcyouth@austin.rr.com, or call Janea 
at Church (892-4040).  

 

Sr. High Youth Gathering  
 

The annual Sr. High Youth Gathering will be held in Kerrville De-
cember 28 thru the 30th.  Our group will be opening the gathering on 
Friday with a skit showing the temptations in our world.  We hope to 
perform the short skit for our congregation on the 27th of December 
at 7:00PM in the Sanctuary.  Watch for more information in the next 
newsletter. 

 

 

           4th & 5th Grade 
 

 

The 4th & 5th Grade youth will go Christmas Caroling on Saturday 
the 15th of December.  Bring your friends and a warm jacket.  We 
will meet at 4:00PM at the church, then caravan to the various 
homes to share the Christmas spirit.  Once we have visited the 
homes, we will return to the church for warm soup and hot choco-
late.  Don’t miss this Abiding Love tradition! 

 

Upper Room Ministries 
OPEN DOOR UPSTAIRS 

 

Invite your friends and make new friends too!   Come over and 
hang out in a FUN and SAFE place!  Our Upper Room Ministry will 
be meeting Sunday, Dec. 2nd from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. 
 

Due to the holidays and the Christmas Play, we will not be meeting 
on Dec. 16th. 
 

Bring a snack if you want. 
Play games  —  Watch a movie — Compete in billiards (pool) —  

Or Play Table Tennis (ping pong) — Catch up with friends 
SEE YOU THERE! 

Confirmation Memory Verse 
 

He has told you, oh mortal, what is good; and 
what does the Lord requires of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk hum-
bly with your God? —Micah 6:8 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Christmas Play Practice—Sat., Dec. 15, 1:30 p.m. 
 
Christmas Caroling—Sat., Dec. 15, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Christmas Play—Sun., Dec. 16, 4:00 p.m. 

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 
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♦ To Cindy Atwell for her faithful service as our Worship Life 
Board Church Nursery Coordinator. “Well done, good and faith-
ful servant of the Lord!” 

 

♦ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Services on Nov. 11th & Nov. 25th. 

 

♦ To the Parish Fellowship Board (Dolly Atkinson, Director) for 
serving the special “Soup Lunch” at the Annual Meeting, and to 
all others who provided food. 

 

♦ To the Women of the Church who participated in the Annual 
Thankoffering Service on Nov. 18, and to Mary Ann Eichler for 
coordinating it. 

 

♦ To our Sunday School Children for singing Psalm 75 at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Nov. 18th; to Philip Drake and 
Craig Hohertz for their guitar accompaniment, and to Mary Fet-
ter for her leadership. 

 

♦ To Hazeldean Dumler for answering the phones, etc. on Nov. 
20th when Cindy and Joan were out of the office. 

 

♦ To Philip Drake for his L.A.M.P. Stewardship message on 
“Abilities” at both worship services on Nov. 25th. 

 

♦ To our Altar Guild for the beautiful Altar Arrangement at our 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service. 

 

♦ To our choir members for their participation in the “Bread for 
the World” Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service, and to all others 
who served. 

 

♦ To  Craig,  Laurie  &  Emily  Hohertz  for  hosting  the  Sr. High 
R.O.C.K. meeting, dinner and games on Sunday, Nov. 11th, at 
their home. Thanks also to everyone who brought food. 

 

♦ To Jeri Lyn Sump and Brent Karley for hosting the Middle 
School Youth Group meeting on Sunday, Nov. 11th and to 
Susan Heidemeyer for providing food. The youth cut out and 
sewed stockings for the Food Pantry children.  

 

♦ To Jeri Lyn Sump and Janea Escobedo for sponsoring a sec-
ond work day for the Middle School youth to work on the Food 
Pantry stockings on Mon., Nov. 12th, a school holiday. 

 

♦ From Cross Trails Ministry for our recent donation:  ”Through 
your gift, you are helping to keep this vital ministry alive and 
growing!” 

 

♦ To Kim Johnson, John Urban and Nader Ayoub for sponsoring 
the Sr. High R.O.C.K. meeting on Sunday, Nov. 25th. The 
group enjoyed watching the movie “Elf”. 

 

♦ To Jeri Lyn Sump and Brent Karley for sponsoring the Middle 
School Youth Group on Sunday, Nov. 25th; to the Sump Fam-
ily for hosting the group at their home to watch “Evan Almighty” 
and to Diane Albin for providing food for the group. 

 

♦ To Jeri Lyn Sump for her assistance in the Confirmation Class 
on Nov. 25th. 

 

♦ To Murray Collins, Sergio Escobedo and Janea Escobedo for 
sponsoring the 4th & 5th Grade Youth Group on Sunday, Nov. 
18th, and to Debbie Hartzer for providing pizza for the group. 
Thanks, also, for combining with The Upper Room Ministry.   

 

♦ To Janea & Sergio Escobedo for sponsoring The Upper Room 
Ministry on Sunday, Nov. 4th. 

 

♦ To Julie Fox and Lindsey Lumsford for making the “Pillows for 
Soldiers” outreach project a reality for our congregation.  

 

♥    ♥    ♥    

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Dec. 10th. 
Please get your articles to the church office by Mon., Dec. 8th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a diskette, CD 
or handwritten. Thank you notes or short announcements may be 
called in to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
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ABIDING LOVE 
VISION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES 

 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love 
with our community. 
 

Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 
joyfully and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
       relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

 
 
 
 
 

Weihnachtskonzert 
(Christmas Concert) 

Sunday, December 2, 2:30 p.m. 
Austin Saengerrunde Hall 

1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz Garten) 
A selection of German Christmas songs 

Performed by the 
Damenchor (Ladies’ Choir) 

Maennerchor (Men’s Choir) and 
Gemischter Chor (Mixed Choir) 
The Public is cordially invited! 

Communal Singing following the concert! 
Free Admission 

“Pillows for Soldiers” Project Complete! 
 

A BIG thank you from the Christian Service and Membership Care 
Boards to all who helped with our “Pillows for Soldiers” project for 
those who are currently serving in our military at Abiding Love; to 
those who donated toward the free will offering of $104 to help de-
fray the costs of the project; to those who signed the cards and/or 
wrote letters to enclose with the pillows.  
The pillows were mailed on Monday, November 19, and should ar-
rive to those deployed before Christmas. The others are being deliv-
ered soon!  



Thank you notes from the Christian Service Board: 

♦ To Tom Hokanson for leading us to a new era in 2008 & 2009! 
We thank him for his willingness to serve as our leader! We 
look forward to new adventures under his reign!  

 

♦ To all who participated in the Christmas Angel Tree project to 
support the foster children of Lutheran Social Services (LSS). 
We delivered 25 beautiful packages to some very special chil-
dren on Mon., Nov. 26th. We appreciate all the extras that LSS 
did to make this an easy and fun outreach project to sponsor!  

 

♦ To  the Naomi Circle for the two $25 dollar HEB gift cards to 
add to our Christmas Angel Tree deliveries for the LSS Foster 
Families. We appreciate your kindness and willingness to 
share your offerings. 

 

♦ To the OWLS Koinonia group for the fifteen $20 HEB gift cards 
($300 Total) that were also delivered to the LSS Foster Fami-
lies. Your generosity is very heartwarming! 

 

♦ To all those who have donated extra funds and non-perishable 
food items to our Food Pantry this past month. We served 71 
families on Monday, November 19. Due to your donations, we 
were able to meet the needs adequately. We also thank the 
Food Pantry volunteers for their willingness to serve during this 
very busy time! Your help and support are greatly needed and 
appreciated! 

  

♦ To our South Travis County Thrivent Chapter 30109 for donat-
ing all the Poke Joe’s barbecue leftovers to our Food Pantry 
clients from their barbecue and area meeting on Sat., Nov. 
10th. On Mon., Nov. 12, our Food Pantry families had a deli-
cious treat while waiting for their groceries! Thanks so much to 
Penney Cedel, Melissa Knippa, and Pat Hohertz for this 
yummy contribution. 

 

♦ To Pat Hohertz and our South Travis County Thrivent Chapter 
30109 for the matching funds that are being donated to our 
Food Pantry to purchase more protein items during this busy 
holiday season.  

 

♦ To the Sarah Circle for their “Secret Pal” gift for Caleb Crainer 
in November. Thanks also to Willie & Jan Haas for their sup-
port of our adopted son in October. We are certain that Caleb 
is enjoying being a part of the Abiding Love Community! 

 

♦ To Janea Escobedo, Youth Coordinator, and the Middle School 
Youth for making and filling Christmas stockings for our Food 
Pantry children. Your thoughtfulness will be a very special gift 
to the Food Pantry children this holiday season. Thanks for all 
your time and efforts! 

 

Thank you notes from Kim Thonhoff : 

♦ To Steve Kikta for making 25 CD’s of our “Pillows for Soldiers” 
pictures and freely passing them not only to the families of 
those serving in our military but to anyone who wanted a copy 
of the process. Your kindness, Steve, is heartwarming! 

 

♦ To Lenore Moltz for helping set up the “Pillows for Soldiers” 
display in our Narthex. Your extra time and efforts were greatly 
appreciated! 

 

♦ To thank Laurie Donovan and Cindy Kunz for helping after the 
Annual Congregational meeting with the LSS gifts. We appreci-
ate the “safe place” storage provided until the delivery date! 
We also thank all those who helped take down the LSS display 
and store the gifts on Sun., Nov. 25. We appreciate your will-
ingness to stay late and help. 

 

♦ To Kay Nicholson for helping to transport the LSS Christmas 
Angel Tree gifts to their destination. Your time is so much ap-
preciated! 

 
♥    ♥    ♥    

                                  “Pillows for Soldiers”  
 

The Christian Service Board appreciated the support of our “Pillows 
for Soldiers” project given to those who are serving in our military. 
Many of you have asked how letters and cards can still be sent to 
those serving even though the “Hug Me” pillows have already been 
sent. So, we decided to include in our church newsletter the ad-
dresses of our beloved military members so the congregation can 
continue to communicate with them during this holiday season. Here 
are the addresses for those who still wish to send letters and cards 
to these special people: 
  
SSG-Paul E. Buaas                          LCpl Matthew Hohertz 
CMATT-RSU                                    3/2 India Co. 3rd Platoon 
Al Kisik, Iraq                                     Unit 73095 
APO AE  09351                                FPO AE  09509-3095 
 

Sgt. Adrian Edmundson                   2nd. Lt. Melanie Meier 
Alpha Batt 4-133FA                          7130 Tourant Rd. 
Camp Victory                                    San Antonio, Texas   
APO  AE 09342                                78240 
 

MSgt. Michael Eichler                       Sgt. Christy Kikta 
6803 Tezel Bend                              4625 45th Ave. SE #M11 
San Antonio, Texas                          Lacey, WA   
78250                                               98503 
 

Thanks, in advance, for your holiday communications. We know that 
all of these special people would enjoy getting a “letter from home” 
as a Christmas gift! We thank you for your kindhearted support! 

6 

Be a Friend 
 

As Christmas approaches, please don’t forget to send your holiday 
greetings to Caleb Crainer, our adopted Seminary student. Caleb’s 
address is Caleb’s address is 3206-A Tom Green, Austin, Texas  
78705. Also, the “Secret Pal” sign up sheet along with Caleb’s 
“Wish List” is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway by the 
church workroom. We still need “Secret Pals” for 2008. Thanks 
to those of you who have supported this mission project. We thank 
those who have invited Caleb on special outings.  
If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact 
Pastor Lynnae (892-4040) or Kim Thonhoff (282-4480). 

Women Alive! Bible Study 
 

Join us 7:00—8:30 a.m. the first 3 Tuesdays in De-
cember to study the Christmas story! We will study 
the 1st chapter of Luke on Dec. 4th and the 2nd 
chapter on Dec. 11th. On Dec. 18th, we will cele-
brate by sharing our favorite Christmas Scripture 
and family tradition. For more information call or 

email Joan Hokanson, 892-4139 or jhokanson@ausitin.rr.com 

SAINT CECILIA MUSIC SERIES presents 
Saint Cecilia Baroque Festival 2007 

Handel’s “Messiah” 
November 30-December 2, 2007 
at St. Martin's Lutheran Church 

606 W 15th Street 
SCMS offers the complete score of Handel’s “Messiah” 

performed over three evenings by three choirs 
an international 30-member period instrument orchestra & soloists 

Friday, November 30, 7 pm  
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church Choir 

Saturday, December 1, 7 pm  
First Presbyterian Church Chorale 

Sunday, December 2, 6 pm  
Redeemer Presbyterian Church Choir 

 

To reserve tickets for the Friday and/or Saturday concerts, send an 
email to STCECILIA@FPCAUSTIN.ORG or call 345-8866 ext. 43 



 

                                                  Other Highlights of November 18th Annual Meeting 
 

♦ Adopted 2008 Budget for Congregation’s Mission and Ministry 
 

♦ Adopted 2008 Budget for Children’s Center 
 

♦ Deferred Past Presidents’ Committee recommendations for future capital improvements to present buildings 
and other projects to Congregation Council for study, and implementation of a plan. 

 

♦ Elections: 
             President—Diane Albin 
             Treasurer—Sheila Koehler 
             Christian Education Board Director—Tammy Santos (1 year term) 
             Christian Service Board Director—Tom Hokanson 
             Children’s Outreach Ministries Board Director—Mary Fetter (1 year term) 
             Evangelism & Outreach Board Director—Steve Kikta 
             Membership Care Board Director—Margaret Dove 
             Parish Fellowship Board Director—Dolly Atkinson will continue serving since no successor was elected. 
             Youth & Children’s Ministries Board Director—Marian Hollien 
             2008 Nominating Committee (1 year term): 
                          Bill Hatcher 
                          Monica Lunday 
                          Helen Page 
                          Kurt Rech 
                          Hal Schultz 
 

♦ Delegates elected to attend 2008 Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly, May 31—June 1: 
                          Reggie Kikta, Kim & Bob Thonhoff 

 
 
November 25, 2007 
 
To the members of Abiding Love Lutheran Church: 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Last Sunday, November 18th, at the annual Congregational Meeting, we voted to amend our Constitution to allow 
Board Directors to stand for two consecutive elected terms.   
 

Quoting from chapter 17 of the constitution, the process for amending the Constitution reads as follows: 
 

C17.02   A proposed amendment to the constitution shall: 
a.    be approved at a properly called meeting according to this constitution by a majority vote of those present 

and voting; 
b.    be ratified without change at the next annual meeting by a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of those present 

and voting, and; 
c.    have the effective date included in the resolution and noted in the constitution. 

 

Further, once the amendment has been ratified, the amendment shall be sent to the synod and will become effective 
within 120 days from the date of receipt of the notice by the synod unless the synod informs this congregation that 
the amendment is in conflict with the constitution and by-laws of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, or the 
constitution of the Southwestern Texas Synod. 
 

At our next annual meeting we will vote to ratify the amendment and, should it pass by a three-fourths majority, we 
will send it on to the synod for consideration before amending our constitution. 
 

I did not discuss the process for changing the constitution at the annual meeting, so I am bringing this up now simply 
to inform everyone that the process for changing the constitution takes time and is involved.  We have begun a  
process that we will conclude at our next annual meeting. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
John Austin, President 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
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