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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 
Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Kids & Parents—2nd Story Commons Area 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “No Experience Necessary” — Library 
               
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

    

ALTERNATIVEALTERNATIVEALTERNATIVEALTERNATIVE    
WORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIP    

EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCEEXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE    
    

Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!Come prepared to be in AWE!    
    

More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.More awesome youth involvement.    
More awesome silence.More awesome silence.More awesome silence.More awesome silence.    
More awesomeMore awesomeMore awesomeMore awesome music. music. music. music.    

    
June 28June 28June 28June 28:  Polka Service (Both 8:30 & 11 a.m.):  Polka Service (Both 8:30 & 11 a.m.):  Polka Service (Both 8:30 & 11 a.m.):  Polka Service (Both 8:30 & 11 a.m.)    
    

July 5July 5July 5July 5:  :  :  :      
8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.————Traditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional Worship    
    

11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.————KindermassKindermassKindermassKindermass    
                                                                              Alternative Worship Experience  Alternative Worship Experience  Alternative Worship Experience  Alternative Worship Experience 

The Tie That Binds 

SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER    
WORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIP    
SCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULE 

 

www.abidinglove.org 

NO  
Summer  

Sunday School  
on  

Sunday, July 5th! 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512.892.4040 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Luther Academy of the Rockies 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

As you are reading this, Mary and I are attending the ten-  
day “Luther Academy of the Rockies” continuing education  
retreat at Meeker Lodge in Allenspark, Colorado. I thank you 
for helping to support my attendance at this wonderful event 
that provides ministry growth, spiritual renewal, rest, recrea-
tion, worship, and fellowship with colleagues. The Academy 
is sponsored by our Wartburg Theological Seminary in  
Dubuque, Iowa. 
 

This year’s faculty and lecture topics include the following: 
 

Dr. David J. Lull, Professor of New Testament at Wartburg     
Seminary, will explore St. Paul’s “place” as a Jew in his   
predominantly Gentile culture then. He will also reflect on 
Paul’s “place” in our world today, with its many “-isms”, 
“idolatries”, and “American empire”. 
 

Dr. Kristine Stache, Assistant Professor of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries at Wartburg. She will present 
“Participating in God’s life in the world: Implications for   
Congregational Ministry.” She will explore how congrega-
tions as a community make a difference in the lives of peo-
ple of all ages, as well as what youth ministry has to do with 
other generations. 
 

Dr. John Rottman, Associate Professor at Calvin Theologi-
cal Seminary (associated with the Christian Reformed 
Church in America), will present a series of lectures on 
“Fine-Tuning Grace in Your Sermons”. He will use biblical 
parable texts in order to discover ways of applying grace to 
the lives of congregational hearers of these sermons. 
 

Our prayers will be with you all. May you find ways to  
continue to grow in your life of faith as you love and serve 
God, and others. 
 

                                                    —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 
 

 
From Pastor Lynnae 
 
 

FAITH 
 
“Now faith is the belief in that which you cannot see 
and the confidence in that which is yet to be.”  
                                                                     —Hebrews 11:1  
 
Faith is a gift. You cannot conjure it up – or create it 
yourself. We all have faith. Some have taken their gift 
of faith, unwrapped it, used it, cleaned it and then used 
it again. Others just put the pretty box on a shelf and 
dust it now and then. Some just can’t believe that the 
gift is really for them! And still others tossed the gift 
aside rejecting the gift all together, but it follows them.  
 

You may not be able to see it, but faith is there. Thanks 
to Jesus who promises us the gift of eternal life – a gift 
of faith.  
 

Use your faith! 

The Tie That Binds 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 28TH: 

“4th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Lamentations 3:22-33 

Psalm 30 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 5TH: 

“5th Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 

Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

Reach Out and Touch Someone’s Heart! 
 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 
 
To evangelize is to spread the Gospel by 
reaching out with the Good News of Jesus’ 
love for all people. 
 

At Abiding Love, we have many opportunities every month to reach 
out to our neighbors, colleagues, non-active members, and others 
we know, and don’t know so well, and to spread the Good News of 
Jesus’ love.  
  

One fun event held at Abiding Love is First Friday Free Movie 
Night, held the first Friday of every month! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Another great event coming up soon is our annual Ice Cream     
Social which will be held July 19. 
 

These are two great opportunities to spread the Good News of   
Jesus’ love.  Consider reaching out to someone during the month  
of July and inviting them to attend one of these social events or a 
church service. 
 

Many people in our communities are hurting – financially, emotion-
ally, and/or spiritually. A simple loving gesture such as an invitation 
to join you in an activity at Abiding Love could make a world of   
difference to someone. 
 

Reach out! 
 

                                            by Nancy Shugart 
                                           Evangelism & Outreach Board Member 
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* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH: 
Worship - 43 (8:30)  +  91 (11:00)  =  134 (Total) 
*Offerings - $7,009.00 (General Fund)  +  $685.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $100.00 (ELCA Hunger)  + 
                            $10.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $25.00 (Music Fund)  + 
                            $1,186.22 (Community Service Week)  + 
                            $10.00 (Good Samaritan)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21ST: 
Worship - 78 (8:30)  +  116 (11:00)  = 194 (Total) 
*Offerings - $9,547.42 (General Fund)  +  $375.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $40.00 (Community Service Week)  + 
                            $20.00 (Audrey Lehman’s mission trip)  + 
                            $80.00 (Activity Center kitchen faucet)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

2nd Annual Community Service Week!  
 

This year’s Community Service Week collections were 
very successful! We collected the following: 

 

** over 300 pieces of men’s, women’s, 
             children’s & infant’s clothing 
** 347 cans of food 
** 180 toys & games 
** 460 children’s books 

                ** $1251.22 (plus, we will receive       
                           matching funds by Thrivent  
                           Financial for Lutherans, $1 for 
                           every $2 up to $500) 
 

Beneficiaries are:  South Austin Assistance Ministry  
                                Austin Area Interreligious Ministries  
                                Foundation for the Homeless 
                                Abiding Love’s Food Pantry 
 

“Thanks for Giving Back the Blessings!” 
 

Note: Sunday is the last day we will be collecting adult & children’s 
clothing, toys & games and children’s books in the Collection Bins in 
the Reception Area. 
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SERVING LIST 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH: 
Welcome Team—Ruth Circle 
Acolytes—Alex Santos (8:30)  +  Evan Karley (11:00) 
Flowers—B.L. & Marcie Parker 
Worship Assistants—Di Brophy (8:30)  + 
                                Reggie Kikta (11:00) 
Altar Guild—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke (8:30)  + 
                    Marcy Cornell & Nan Hatcher (11:00) 
Ushers—Verla Cook, Lloyd & Karin Matthys (8:30)  + 
             Richard & Susan Heidemeyer,  
             Terry & Andrea Wyatt (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Barbara Tiedt 
 

Coffee Service for June—Ruth Circle 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
      General Fund 
              For Fletcher (Freddy) Smith by Annette Smith. 
              For Fletcher Hamilton Smith by Annette Smith. 
              For Walter Von Quintus by Annette Smith. 
              For Rex Medcalf by Greta Rymal. 

Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless 
 

The Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless (RCAH) is one of the 
outreaches sponsored by our Christian Service Board. Our congre-
gation diverts its drainage fees to the RCAH. This coalition uses the 
fees from Austin based churches to fund grants to qualifying organi-
zations who provide housing and case management for homeless 
individuals and families. This past year 12 agencies received fund-
ing from the RCAH. There are currently 114 church involved in this 
outreach and over $500,000 has been made available for the RCAH 
to distribute. Each summer the RCAH Board members and other 
interested individuals from participating churches visit the organiza-
tions funded to see the facilities and observe programs funded. The 
following visitations have been scheduled:  
 

New Entry- Wed., July 1@ 10:00 am  
Casa Marianella & Posada Esperanza- Wed., July 8 @ 2:45 pm  
Green Doors- Thu., July 16 @ 2:00 pm  
RCAH serves Dinner @ Front Steps/ARCH- Tue., July 23 @5:00 
 

The RCAH Board began this year's summer visitations by providing 
dinner for the residents of the Mary House. The experience was de-
lightful. If you are interested in joining the RCAH Board on one of 
the visitations listed above, contact Kim Thonhoff at 282-4480. The 
RCAH is an exciting outreach for our community. 

Employment:  Giving and Receiving 
                                          by Annette Smith 

 

It has been noted in our congregation in recent months that some of 
our members are unemployed and some have had to become self-
employed. We also been told we have employers in this congrega-
tion and in the community who are ready and willing to give Abiding 
Love members an employment opportunity.  It is with this loving 
spirit that our church seeks to bring these people together. 
 

Your Membership Care Board has set up a CONFIDENTIAL sys-
tem in the Church Office for both employing and being employed.  
The members who wish to participate in this program will be known 
only to our Pastors and our two (2) church administrators. 
 

If you (or someone you know) are currently seeking employment, or 
are seeking to fill positions at your company and need help, please 
bring, call or e-mail (abidinglove@austin.rr.com) this information to 
our Church Office.  Just a name, phone number and brief descrip-
tion of the skills you possess (employee) or are requiring 
(employer) will be sufficient. 
 

At this time, we have members and friends who need work or work-
ers in the following fields:  Business Services, Computer/IT Admini-
stration, Operations Management & Consulting, Electrical, Electrical 
Entry Level Engineering/Drafting, Finance, Handyman, Installation 
and Repair of Manufacturing Equipment, Landscape & Yard Main-
tenance and Lighting & Irrigational Install Services, Managerial, 
Residential and Commercial Construction/Maintenance & Equip-
ment Operator, Technical Services, Work at Home/On Line as Edi-
tor, Journalist/Writer.  
 

You are not alone.  Abiding Love is here to help, if we can.  An un-
expected benefit which came out of the Great Depression was that 
many neighbors and friends bonded together to pray and to help 
one another. That is what we are hoping will happen now at ALLC 
as well.  Remember to add those who are searching for work or are 
in need of employees and help to your prayer list. 
 

“When God’s children are in need, be the one to help them out.”  
                                                                                 Romans 12:13 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL:  Marilyn Segner, MD Anderson, Houston,  
                                                            Room 1044 
Send mail to Jerald’s apartment address:   7500 Brompton St. #500 
                                                                    Houston, TX 77025 
                                   B.L. Parker, South Austin 
                                   Susie Brown, North Austin Med. Ctr., #325 
 
IN A NURSING HOME:  Travis Koehler 
Send mail to home address:  10320 Shinnecock Hills Dr., 78747 
 
SURGERY SCHEDULED:  Rhonda Marks (June 25th at               

          MD Anderson, Houston) 
 
HOME FROM DAY SURGERY:  Monica Lunday 
 
PRAYER-REQUESTS:   

 

** Elaine Schultz                       ** Amber Karley 
** Alan Matejowsky                   ** Blake Johnson 
** Ron Duncan                          ** Bobbie Sawtelle 
** Evelyn Fuelberg                    ** Jesse & Marilyn Essinger 
** Carolyn Johnson                   ** Neilynn Hebert 
** Diane McGowan                    ** Johnnie Strickland 
** Ruth Heidemeyer                  ** Harley Fetterman 
** Alex Villalobos                       ** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** Sherri Leimgruber (Rose Leoni’s niece) 
** Pat De Salvo (Joyce Kuntschik’s sister) 
** Mike Jean (Marge Robison’s cousin) 
** The family of Michael Reed at his death 
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) 
** Juan Barajas (Diane McGowan’s son-in-law) 
** Desda “Sissy” Smith (Monte Jane Buaas’ niece) 
** Bev Spaeth & family (Kim Thonhoff’s sister-in-law) 
** Brent & Ronda Bell (Kim & Bob Thonhoff’s niece) 
** Auburn Traycik (Lisa Beach’s sister) 
** Arturo Canales (Xavier Zarate’s grandfather) 
** Marsha & Charles Donovan (Laurie’s parents) 
** Cindy Greenwood (friend of Peggy Suggs) 
** Margaret Young (Marilyn Segner’s aunt) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
** Matt & Heather Hohertz (safe travel as they move back to  
              Austin from Marine base at Camp Lejuene, NC) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
June 28—Zephyr Van Dyke 
June 29—Miller Roberts, Matthew Gonzalez 
July 2—Harley Fetterman, Debbie Hartzer 
July 4—Lee Page 
July 5—Brad Ballard, Ron Leoni, Andrea Wyatt 
July 6—Joe Titus 
July 9—Elizabeth Escobedo 
July 10—Bruce Atwell, Wade Belew, Gary Page 
July 11—Jenny Cox, Amber Lewis, Margaret Luedecke 
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Friendship Train Journey in the Pre-School Group 
 

The VBS Pre-School Group experienced what true friendship is all 
about last week.  Each night I read WHAT IT IS LIKE TO BE BLIND 
by Judy Johnson, Blake Johnson’s grandmother.  The first night 
when I read the part explaining how to approach Blake, Alexander 
spontaneously tapped Blake on the shoulder and said, “Hi Blake, it’s 
Alexander”.  And the others followed!  The next night when I read 
about how Blake “feels” the ball, Jamie gave him a ball.  He immedi-
ately started tossing the ball to the other children and they tossed it 
back to him.  This lasted several minutes.  The next nights we had a 
toy piano that we listened to and a jar of peanut butter that we 
smelled; just like in the book.  The children found out that Blake 
uses his senses of touch, smell, taste, and hearing to investigate 
and “see” his environment, since he can’t use his eyes.  During 
playtime one evening, Mary was talking to Blake and he put his 
hands on her face.  Blake’s mom, Kim, told Mary that is how Blake 
“looks” at her.  He uses his hands to “feel” how she looks.  Then he 
felt her pony tail!  A big smile came over his face! 
 

I already knew the concepts in the book, but those nights in VBS, I 
was taught how young children learn them.  It was an awesome ex-
perience to watch, even through tear filled eyes! 
 

Yes, we learned about Noah, Moses, the Leper, Zacchaeus, and 
Peter, but making a new friendship with Blake took top billing. 
 
                                                          —by Mary Fetter 

JUNE ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 

NIA CLASS—Sat., June 27, 9:00 a.m. 
PRIVATE PARTY—Sat., June 27, 11:00 a.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., June 28, 1:00 p.m. 
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., June 29, 1:30 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., June 29, 7:00 p.m. 
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., June 30, 7:00 a.m. 
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., June 30, 10:30 a.m. 
Pastor David & Mary Fetter are attending “Luther Academy of the 
Rockies” June 21st through July 3rd. 
Note:  See the July Calendar Insert for July Activities & Events 
and July Serving List. 



 
 
 
 

♦ To Kim Thonhoff for organizing the collection of items for   
Community Service Week, for creating the train-bin display, 
and for taking the clothing to SAAM.  

 

♦ To Matt Krabbenhoft for the VBS photo presentation at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on June 14. 

 

♦ To Jill Hokanson, Beth Sump, and Katherine Albin for the   
Gospel Storytelling at 11:00 a.m. Worship Service on June 14. 

 

♦ To Jeff Roberts for his creative Worship Leadership at 11:00  
a.m. Worship Service on June 14. 

 

♦ To the Cabooses and Mixed Blessing for Music Leadership at 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on June 14. 

 

♦ To all who helped count items during VBS and Community   
Service Week; and to Janea Escobedo and Joan Hokanson for 
encouraging the children to "Give Back the Blessings"! 

 

♦ To Paul Atkinson for providing overhead projection during VBS. 
 

♦ To Gil Yetter for manning the sound during VBS and at 11:00 
a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, June 14. 

 

♦ From Kim Thonhoff to her friend, Becky Hadsell, who helped 
create the Cargo Train for VBS. She has “cut & paste” talents! 
Kim & Becky are teaching friends! 

 

♦ From Kim Thonhoff to those who are serving on the Children, 
Youth, and Family Ministry Bold Step Kairos Committee. We 
are still looking for volunteers but sincerely appreciate the hard 
work of all the wonderful people who helped create the commit-
tee and the dedicated people who helped begin the planning 
process. Thanks to all for igniting such enthusiasm for this Bold 
Step process! 

 

♦ To all who have already responded to support the upcoming 
Golf Tournament which is raising funds for capital improvement 
projects for the Children’s Center. Your response has been 
heartwarming. 

 

♦ To Tim Sump for his beautiful and joyful solos on the miramba 
at both worship services on Sunday, June 14th. 

 

♦ To Dana & Marian Hollien, and Ken & Diane Albin for providing 
transportation to and from Lutheran Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville 
for our Confirmation class youth on June 14 & 19. 

 

♦ From our youth attending the National Youth Gathering to    
everyone who supported their Sausage Wrap & Bake Sale on 
June 14th. Special thanks to Gary Tharp for his generous    
donation. 

 

♦ From Cindy Atwell, Director of Christian Education Board:  “A 
special thanks to Holly Leoni for directing our Friendship Train 
Vacation Bible School held June 7th-12th. It was a great     
experience for all who boarded the train and took a Journey 
through the Bible!” 

 

♦ To our Summer Sunday School guest teachers who presented 
on 6/14 and 6/21: Tom Hokanson taught Songwriting and 
Andie Jones and Blake Matejowsky taught Photography. 
Thank you for sharing your talents with your church family! 

 

♦ From Charles Mauldin:  “Thanks for everything on May 31st. 
The church was great for doing this for all of us. Thanks for the 
money, blanket, Romans 8:39, and the food afterwards.” 

 

♦ From Austin Rabb to WELCA:  “Thank you so much for the 
money for graduation. It means a lot to me. May God be with 
you always. Love, Austin” 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., July 15th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., July 13th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love 
Jesus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 
and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 
respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 
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Prayer Chain Coordinator—Audrey Lehman is our Prayer Chain 
Coordinator. You may call her at 282-2047 or email her at audrey.
lehman@sbcglobal.net   
 

Also, Carolyn Johnson at 282-3230 or the Church Office, 892-4040 
may be called with concerns for the prayer chain .           

                                                                         “June 15, 2009 
                                                                         Enid, OK 
 
Dear Abiding Love Family, 
 
I wish to say ‘Thank you’ for your prayers for my family members. 
My sister, Linda Carter, was in the hospital for 2 weeks and is now 
at home still recovering, but doing better. 
 
My Uncle Milton Hall, suffered a fractured hip from a fall and was 
operated on the Veteran’s Hospital in Oklahoma City, OK. He is do-
ing well after surgery and I know that without prayers from God’s 
faithful people my relatives could have been worse off. God does 
answer prayer and I am very, very thankful that although I am miles 
away and you’ve never met my relatives you are still willing to call 
on our Heavenly Father for his loving hands of healing! 
 
I thank God for the time I spent with God’s people at Abiding Love 
and you truly are a congregation that believes in and shows God’s 
love in all ways! May God bless each and every one of you! 
 
                                                          In Christ, 
                                                          JoAnn Metz 
 
It’s ALL ABOUT LOVE!!!” 



    
National Youth Gathering National Youth Gathering National Youth Gathering National Youth Gathering –––– July 22  July 22  July 22  July 22 –––– 26 26 26 26 

 

 
 
 

    
 

Meal/Prayer SponsorMeal/Prayer SponsorMeal/Prayer SponsorMeal/Prayer Sponsor    
 

The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you 
love me?"  Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the 
third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you.", Jesus said, "Feed my 
sheep.” - John 21:17 
 

Sixteen youth and four sponsors will be going to 
New Orleans, LA this summer to attend the  
National Youth Gathering.  Many of us attended 
the national gathering or have had children who 
attended and can attest that it was a life chang-
ing experience.  Please consider supporting our 
youth and sponsors by being a meal sponsor and 
feeding Jesus’ sheep.  You will financially sponsor 
a meal and then pray for that individual at that 
specific meal.  In turn, while the youth are sitting 
down to their meals, they will offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving for their sponsor of that meal. 
    

Stop by the display in the narthex, follStop by the display in the narthex, follStop by the display in the narthex, follStop by the display in the narthex, follow the ow the ow the ow the     
directions on the poster, and feed one of our directions on the poster, and feed one of our directions on the poster, and feed one of our directions on the poster, and feed one of our 
sheep.sheep.sheep.sheep. 

 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
 

July 8—Afternoon movie and Amy’s Ice Cream 
 

July 22-26—The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering 
                      New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

August 12—Underground Bowling 
 

August 30—Rally Day Games 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a T-shirt Quilt Class  
For Middle School and High School Youth! 

\ 

Anyone interested in joining the group should contact Karen Huddle-
ston by phone 301-1402 or email karenhudd@yahoo.com .  We 
have been meeting on Thu. afternoons in the 2nd Floor Commons 
Area. Diane McGowan is teaching this class! 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 

Sunday School continues this summer 
for kids and adults! 

 
 

1) Adult class – “Bible Boosters” -  
Old Testament Study (Numbers,  
Deuteronomy, Leviticus).  Meets  
all summer long in the downstairs 
Classroom 1&2. 

Teachers: J.D. Lewis, Pat Dove, Paul Mettke 
 

2)  Kids class - all ages and Parents TOO!! – 
Come, Listen, and Learn from guest teachers 
(church members) that will share their Talents,  
Cultures, and Global Missions experiences!   
Crafts! Music! Fun!  Meets in the 2nd floor  
Commons Area. 
 

June 28th – Tell the Story with  
                       Scrapbooking and  
                       Photography  cards. 
             
July 5th – NO Sunday School! 
 

 
3)  New Adult class - “No Experience Necessary” 
Study based on this book is meeting in the Library.  

 

McKinley Noster, daughter of Randy & Annemarie Noster, is  
serving on the Cross Trails Ministry staff at Camp Chrysalis this 
summer as a life guard, and in other water activities. 
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                                 Children’s Center Corner 
 

Summer camp is under way. I was proud of our  
children on their last two outings. The lifeguard at 
the swimming pool told me that our children were 
the most well-behaved group that he has ever  
supervised.  We received a similar compliment at 
the bowling alley.  
 

Our children have been most kind and considerate 
of Jake Reed this past week. His father, whom you 
have been praying for, passed away due to cancer. 
Please continue to keep his family in your prayers. 
 
                                            Sincerely, 
                                            Donna Eastty, Director 



 

 
 
 

Update from Diane Albin 
 

Emma's soccer team ended their spring season playing in the state tournament in their division. During the course of the tour-

nament, the girls played some good games, and some not so good games. As the frustration level mounted during the "not so 

good games", some of the players started pointing out errors their teammates were making without stopping to evaluate their 

own commitment to the game. At the end of the tournament, their coach had a long talk with the girls. She told them that when 

they signed up to play soccer, they signed up to be part of a team. Soccer is not an individual sport, it takes all field positions 

working together to form a strong team - as a team we win together and we lose together.  
 

Some of you are asking - what does Emma's soccer team have to do with the Kairos Update? The church is a lot like Em's 

soccer team, as Christians we are a part of the body of Christ, and it is the body of Christ that is the church! The Body of 

Christ, like all bodies is comprised of many parts. There are limbs, organs, and various members that, when left alone, are 

useless, but when assembled, make up the entire body. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 it is described like this: "The body is a unit, 

though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all 

baptized by one Spirit into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many." Each Christian is an equal part of the body of Christ! 
 

Each of us has different gifts, passions and talents, and it is the diversity of these, each supporting the other, that makes the 

body strong! It is going to take all of us, working together, to make Abiding Love a strong team. In order for the work of the 

Stewardship Ministry Team and the Bold Step Teams to be successful, it is going to take some effort from all of us - leading 

teams, serving on teams, supporting teams....You will see below that the Re-Invigorating Youth, Children & Family Ministry 

Bold Step Team and Re-Focusing Community Outreach are in need of team members. Please prayerfully consider where God 

is calling you to serve. 
 

Stewardship Team 

The Stewardship Team has completed their assessments and will be having a conference call with Jeff Kjellberg this week to 

determine their next steps. 
 

The three Bold Step Teams will be having a conference call with Jana Swenson this week to outline our research plans. Jana 

wants to make sure that as we are "doing", we are doing in an educated manner. 
 

Re-Invisioning Sunday Mornings Bold Step Team 

This team is in full swing, visiting other churches and evaluating "how they do Sunday mornings". I'm looking forward to hear-

ing their recommendations on how to make our Sunday morning a spirit-filled worshipful experience for all. They are looking at 

all aspects of Sunday morning - from the time you step out of your car in the parking lot until you leave (and everything in  

between). 
 

Re-Invigorating Youth, Children & Family Ministry Bold Step Team 

Kim Thonhoff has agreed to lead this team, and her team members are: Marian Hollien, Cindy Atwell, Callie Clarkson, Eliza-

beth Collins, Janea Escobedo, Joan Hokanson, Anna Jones, Trey Huddleston, Nannette Dew, and Jeff Roberts. They have 

had their first meeting, delegated resources to research concerning Sunday School, Youth Ministry and Family Ministry and 

have begun visitations to other churches to review their youth programs. Kim and the team request some additional team 

members (especially men), please contact Kim with questions or to serve. 
 

Re-Focusing Community Outreach Bold Step Team 

Bob Thonhoff and Nader Ayoub are having a difficult time finding someone who is willing to lead this team. Abiding Love does 

such an amazing job with our Community Outreach through the food pantry, the children's center and the many programs sup-

ported through the Christian Service Board. This team will review the needs of our immediate community so that we can focus 

our energies on areas where we can make the biggest impact in the area around our church. Without a team leader, this bold 

step team will not form and will miss an opportunity to make a good program the best that it can be. Please prayerfully con-

sider if this team is where God is calling you to serve! Contact either Bob or Nader for information. 
 

Go Teams! 
 

Thank you to everyone who are working so hard on the recommendations from our Kairos Consultants. 
 

Diane Albin 
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VBS 2009  

 
a SUCCESS! 

 

Our week of Vacation Bible School was a great success!  What a fun and exciting journey on The Friendship 
Train.  There were 72 children registered overall and our average nightly attendance was 55.  The children en-
joyed participating in music, games, crafts & storytelling, all while learning about different people in the Bible 
and their stories of friendship.  Not only did the children meet friends from the Bible, but they also met new 
friends from the community.  We had 39 children attend that are not members of our congregation – what a 
great outreach to the community!  In addition, the children who attended participated in the ultimate act of 
friendship by “giving back their blessings” and donating items toward our church’s community service project.    
 

This journey would not have been possible without the many hours of preparation prior to the start of VBS, as 
well as the hands on help during that week.  There were over 60 volunteers, both adults and youth, who cre-
ated such a loving, supportive and fun environment for the children, and to all of you, THANK YOU for making 
this year’s VBS such a success!!! 
Jeri Lyn Sump                         Elaine Oertel                           Pastor Lynnae                         Pastor Fetter           Janea Escobedo       
Dale Sump                              Jeff Roberts                            Joan Hokanson                        Jared Clarkson        Cindy Atwell              
Craig Hohertz                          Laurie Donovan                      Philip Drake                             Jill Hokanson           Bethany Sump 
Timothy Sump                         Katherine Albin                       Emma Albin                             Melissa Ortiz           Tammy Santos         
Heather Leonard                     Karen Gonzalez                      Tracy Yetter                             Jamie Villalobos      Andy Wyatt 
Laurie Logan                           Jan Haas                                JC Cox                                    Pat Hohertz             Barbara Tiedt 
Lisa Krabbenhoft                     Susan Heidemeyer                  Matthew Oertel                        Kari Titus                 Kalea Heidemeyer 
LuAnn Glowacz                       Kara Titus                               Jessica Hartzer                        Jacob Hartzer          Deborah Gonzales 
Peggy Suggs                           Laurie Hohertz                        Michelle Olson                         Annette Smith         Callie Clarkson 
Sarah Chiang                          Thomas Chiang                      Steve Essinger                        Josh Escobedo        Elizabeth Escobedo 
Paul Atkinson                          Gil Yetter                                 Ben Collins                              Alex Villalobos         Monica Lunday 
Sherry Karley                          Rachel Karley                         Evan Karley                             Kelsey Hollien         Sara Pavey 
& our non-member youth  – Michael Salinas, Isaac & Rachel 

There were so many people helping, some which filled in last minute, so if I’ve inadvertently left you off this list, 
please know that you too are thanked and much appreciated! 
 

A very special thanks goes out to Tom Hokanson.  He allowed us to bring his music “to life” and led his team 
of singers and musicians which brought great energy to VBS!  Tom’s music CD was reproduced by Steve 
Kikta and each of the children received their own copy to take home – THANK YOU, STEVE!  Special thanks, 
also, goes to Mary Fetter, Reggie Kikta, & Kim Thonhoff for working with me on creating the curriculum for The 
Friendship Train, and for the many hours of deliberation and preparation to get such an awesome program es-
tablished.   
 

At the end of the VBS week, there was a family picnic celebration and the children (& adults) were able to ride 
on a real “Friendship” train through our church parking lot.  Special thanks to the Christian Education Board for 
their help with making that night a fun event for all! 
 

VBS is such a huge undertaking that would not be possible without the support of our congregation.  To the 
members who donated their time and/or money to purchase supplies, you are also thanked.   
 

Abiding Love is our church name which means “enduring”, “long lasting”, “steadfast”.  May the children who 
attended VBS remember that they were loved and found friendship at our church.  May this positive experi-
ence be something they can recall for many years to come. 

Much Love & Thanks, 
                Holly Leoni 

Check out our VBS video blogs at:  http://abidinglovevideos.blogspot.com 
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*  *   SERVING IN JULY  *  * 

 
 

                                      8:30 a.m.                                  11:00 a.m.                                                         
                            
  
ACOLYTES:                    5 - Bethany Sump                     Deanna Vowell 
                                      12 - Kelsey Hollien                     Elizabeth Escobedo 
                                      19 - Emma Albin                         Matthew Perry 
                                      26 - Sara Pavey                          Kara Titus 
 
 
 
TRAY HOLDERS:           5 - Stacy Ballard                       Steve Essinger 
                                      19 - Jonathan Mettke                  Travis Tharp 
              
 
 
FLOWERS:                     5 - Peggy Suggs 
                                      12 - OPEN 
                                      19 - OPEN 
                                      26 - Chiang 
  
 
 
ALTAR GUILD:                8:30 a.m.—Zolene Curlee & Hazeldean Dumler 
                                      11:00 a.m.—Denise Alaimo & Di Brophy 
 
 
                                                                                         
USHERS:           8:30 a.m.—Bruce & Cindy Atwell  
                         11:00 a.m.— Charlie & Ann Lunday and Dale, Jeri Lyn, Tim & Bethany Sump 
 
 
 
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:      Joel Lehman (5th); Paul Atkinson (12th); Margaret Dove (19th);  
                                              Steve Kikta (26th) 
 
 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:         Sarah Circle 
 
 
 
WELCOME TEAMS:        Sr.  High Youth (5th); Middle School Youth (12th); Men's Group (19th);  
                                         Sarah Circle (26th)      
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