The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040

Holy Communion will be served at

% the Contemporary Worship Service
on Sunday, May 31st, 8:30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be served at
both worship services on Sunday,
June 7th.

This Sunday, May 31st is
PENTECOST—
The Birthday of the
Church!

Wear red
for this “Spirit Day”!

Thanks to all those who have volunteered for

Vacation Bible School!

We're close to boarding the Friendship Train
and in order to make the children's journey a success

we need to orient ourselves.

VBS Orientation & Training for all Volunteers

Saturday, May 30th
9a.m.-11am
Meet in the Sanctuary

Please contact Holly Leoni with any questions
282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com

Love Letter No. 1227

May 27, 2009

1"%"" Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Diane Albin
(Home: 301-9059)
E-mail: Diane_Albin@gwot.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)
9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages
2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207
Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center
Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205
2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206
4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.)
Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:
www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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The Tie That Binds

“United In Love!”

Dear Friends in Christ:

Enclosed in this newsletter is an abbreviated summary of the
recent Assembly of our Southwestern Texas Synod held May 16-17
in McAllen. (Note: A more complete report will be in the June Vista
publication. This issue will be available online only, as a cost-
saving measure at: www.swtsynod.org/the vista_issues ) Repre-
senting our congregation as elected lay delegates were Philip
Drake, Laurie Donovan, and Joel Lehman. Pastor Lynnae and |
were clergy delegates.

The theme for this Assembly was “United in Ministry— God’s Work.
Our hands.”

In our Synod, we have 178 congregations. We are all members of
the greater Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with 10,448
congregations, representing 4,709,956 baptized members.

| am thankful to be a part of a church that certainly has a diversity
of people, but expresses a unity of purpose in our mission and min-
istry. We may not always agree on everything, but we do agree on
one thing that is certainly the most important thing which is: “God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, Jesus” (John
3:16) so that everyone might know the saving grace of a loving
God.

As | sat in our church this past Sunday worshipping with you, the
Word of God spoke so strongly to me as part of the prayer of Jesus
in Saint John’s Gospel, Chapter 17, was read. After church, | went
to my office and read the whole prayer and these words particularly
touched my heart: “May they be one as we are one ... as you,
Father, are in me and | am in you, may they also be in us ... so
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them,
and | in them.” (John 17:11, 21 & 26)

At the Assembly we were able to save on hotel costs by staying
two nights at a nearby Roman Catholic Campus Ministry Student
Center adjacent to Pan American University in Edinburg, Texas.
Wasn't this an expression of the love of God that unites us even
with our “differences” as Christians?

If we are to be true to the mission that Jesus has given us, we will
not only be unified in the church, but we will be a unifying force in
the world. As Jesus prayed: ... “l have sent them into the world
... so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John
17:18 & 21)

A bishop of the United Methodist Church, Minerva Carcano, tells about
being raised on a small farm outside the South Texas town of Edinburg. It
was there that she learned that God'’s love knows no barriers. Mr. Johnson,
a black man, bought the field adjacent to their farm. He had plans to put his
cattle there and raise his family there. This man spoke no Spanish.
Minerva’s father spoke no English. The black man belonged to an inde-
pendent African-American Baptist Church. Minerva’s father was a Hispanic
Roman Catholic turned Methodist. They became very close friends in spite
of their differences! Ten years later, Mr. Johnson died. Minerva Carcano’s
family attended the funeral. The Baptist Church was filled with Blacks, His-
panics, and Anglos. The entire town was represented. Mr. Carcano’s and
Mr. Johnson’s love for each other had touched that little part of the world in
the Rio Grande Valley of Texas.

Bishop Carcano says: “Being ‘one’, as Jesus and God are ‘one’ is not so
much about who we are, the language we speak, the color of our skin, or
any other difference and barrier. Being ‘one’ in the unity of God and Christ
is about the kind of love that Jesus teaches and models for us.”

Jesus Christ is still praying for us that we will be united in love for
God, in love for one another, and in love for the whole world! The
“Day of Pentecost” which we observe this Sunday celebrates
the unifying power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-21).

—~Pastor David Fetter
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ACTS

Acts. | have been studying the book of Acts with two
different bible studies this past month. While it is labeled
the ‘Acts of the Apostles’ it is said that it really should be
called the ‘Acts of the Holy Spirit’. The book reads like a
great mystery novel. Will the followers of the Way make it?
Will they reach the ends of the earth? Will Gentiles be
welcomed? Will Paul see Rome? Will Caesar be converted?
It is a book of the early church. It is a study of the early
believers striving to be faithful followers of the ways of
Jesus. | think we could all use a reminder of the first
church and of the things that we too should strive for;
fellowship, table, baptism, study and prayer. It is not easy
to be the church, but as those first believers discovered,
we are not alone.

“Now the whole group of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of
any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testi-
mony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all.” —Acts 4:32-33

Pastor Lynnae
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Summer Worship Guide!

This summer as your family takes off
for vacation - remember to worship!
We want to help you with two ways to
worship this vacation!

First, wherever you are, you can go to
the ELCA.org website, to their ‘Find A
Church’ in the upper right hand corner! You type in the town and
state and they will tell you what Lutheran Congregations are in
the area!

AND, thanks to the creativity of Audrey Lehman, we have a
SUMMER WORSHIP GUIDE for you to pick up and take with you!
The guide will have a short worship plan, complete with songs for
you to utilize at the campfire, beach or where ever you are! Pick

up a SUMMER WORSHIP GUIDE from an usher this Sunday!




2nd Annual Community Service Week!

*t1* STATISTICS *t*

SUNDAY, MAY I7TH:

Sunday School - 60

Worship - 72 (8:30) + 70 (11:00) = 142 (Total)

*Offerings - $5487.00 (General Fund) + $350.00 (Debt Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH:
Sunday School - 50
Worship - 67 (8:30) + 94 (11:00) = 161 (Total)
*Offerings - $5,500.74 (General Fund) + $825.00 (Debt Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $300.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$20.00 (Men’s Retreat) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

June 7" to June 14™
(During Vacation Bible School)

This year’'s Community Service Week Goals are:

150 pieces of adult clothing

500 cans of food

150 pieces of children’s clothing
150 toys

200 children’s books

$1000 (plus $500 in matching funds)

Look for the tracks to follow, and get on
board the Friendship Train! Let’s see
how much Friendship we can show to
those in need in our Community!

Beneficiaries are: SAAM, AAIM, Foundation for the Homeless,
Food Pantry

CONTINUE MAKING A DIFFERENCE TODAY AND FOR MANY
GENERATIONS TO COME
Part 6

As the thought of our special mothers came to mind when we cele-
brated Mother’s Day earlier this month, a Mother’s Day song came
to mind which is sung to the tune of “Faith of Our Fathers.” With Fa-
ther’s Day coming soon, this seemed like the perfect time to pause
and remember the “Faith of Our Mothers and the Faith of Our
Fathers” before us. May we all continue to move on in their foot-
steps and follow in their living, loving and guiding Christian Faith by
doing our part to make a difference in our world today and for future
generations.

In our previous newsletter, you were reminded of how you can
continue to make a difference in our church, community and
nation by returning to simple basic principals and achieving
financial peace. We also know these lessons are best learned as
a child, and once mastered can lead to a lifetime of financial peace
and emotional, physical, and spiritual freedom.

You are never too old or too young to learn more or make a
difference at Abiding Love, as there are many opportunities to
share God’s love, and to be a witness and servant for him. Vacation
Bible School and the next Financial Peace classes are coming
soon. Be a part of these most important life-time learning lessons!

Or become a shining light for our ALLC Children’s Center as a
volunteer for our 160 children by helping for an hour or so
whenever you can! Do this by reading stories to them, sharing your
talents, or helping with chapel time, parties, or other special occa-
sions, etc. If you are interested in helping make a difference in the
lives of our younger generation, please call the Children’s Center,
892-2777.

“He commanded our ancestors to teach the children, so the
next generation might know them...” —Psalm 78:5

Dear God, help me to remember the lessons | have been taught
throughout the years by you and by all of those who have been a
blessing in my life. Help me to share the blessings of my faith and
your love to make a difference in your world today and always.
Amen.

by Annette Smith
Membership Care Board

Christian Service Board
First Sunday Food Pantry Collection is June 7th!

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area: We are always in need of
protein items like tuna or other canned meat, ce-

real, and peanut butter. Clients really appreciate the
shampoo, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. If you
Food . .
antry Nave questions or would like to volunteer, please
contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416.
April Food Pantry Report:

Households Served................ 220
Individuals Served ................. 800
New Clients Served ............... 209
Meals Served ..............ccooeinnn. 0

Lbs of food from non-CAFB...... 200
Collection Bins in Reception Area—

JUNE: Collecting goods as listed above for our 2nd annual
Community Service Week

Give Back the Blessings!

Economic Update & Market Outlook
Free Informational Workshop
Thursday, June 11th
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
3525 Bee Cave Rd., Austin
6:30 p.m. — Refreshments (dessert, coffee, tea)
7:00 p.m. — Presentation

Featured Speaker: Gregg A. Knudten, CLU, ChFC
Managing Partner, Texas & Pacific Southwest
Region Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
This workshop will cover:
Updates on important economic and investment news
Strategies for coping with market and economic conditions
Perspectives on the markets and suggested actions

Seating is limited. Please reserve early. Call 444-9500 or 892-4875
to reserve a place for yourself and a guest.

Hosted by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans: Kara Buesnel, Jesse
Bennight, Melissa Knippa, and Cathleen Wenger

Summer Sunday School News!

Our regular 2008-2009 Sunday School year comes to a close on May 31st but we will continue having Sunday School this
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CHEISTIAN

summer starting on June 7th with a special format for kids and their parents. We will continue on the Friendship Train
from VBS with church members Sharing their Talents and World Experiences! There will be crafts, music, and
Bible activities, too! We will meet in a group setting in the Activity Center at 9:45. Stay tuned for more details and
schedules! Contact Cindy Atwell (282-1621) if you have any questions or would like to be involved!




..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.....PEOPLE..

IN THE HOSPITAL: Marilyn Segner, MD Anderson, room P616
phone # : 713-834-8660
Send mail to: 7500 Brompton St. #500
Houston, TX 77025

IN A NURSING HOME: Travis Koehler, Monte Siesta, Rm. 136

HOME FROM THE HOSIPTAL: Ron Duncan
Kay Nicholson
Evelyn Fuelberg
Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

HOME FROM EYE SURGERY: Al Metz
Clarie Streng Broste

BROKEN ARM: Diane McGowan
PRAYER-REQUESTS:

** Alan Matejowsky

** Edna Graeber

** Carolyn Johnson

** Amber Karley

** Blake Johnson

** Bobbie Sawtelle

** Dolly Atkinson

** Jesse & Marilyn Essinger
** Neilynn Hebert

** B.L. Parker

** Johnnie Strickland

** Harley Fetterman

** Keith Beasley

** Christian-Charles dePlicque
** Edmund Kuempel

** Richard Erickson (Elaine Schultz’s father)

** Oscar Beard (Debra Ayoub’s father)

** Betty Koetting (Reggie Kikta’s mother)

** Auburn Traycik (Lisa Beach’s sister)

** Arturo Canales (Xavier Zarate’s grandfather)

** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin)

** Marsha & Charles Donovan (Laurie’s parents)

** Trisha Drake (Philip’s sister)

** Susan Nickerson (Marilyn & Jesse Essinger’s daughter)
** Cindy Greenwood (friend of Peggy Suggs)

** Linc Fisch (friend of Karron Lewis)

** Margaret Young (Marilyn Segner’s aunt)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister)

** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents)

** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter's sister)

** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew)
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:
** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army
** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC
** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force
** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force
** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC
** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year
(Hazeldean’s son)
** For all those in the military services overseas.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: Yirgy i

June 1—Jody Roberts F F
June 2—Carolyn Johnson = A
June 3—Joyce Kuntschik, Angela Renfro |

June 6—Richard Heidemeyer, lll

June 7—Hazeldean Dumler

June 8—Jared Jones

June 10—Nader Ayoub, Amy Haas, Emily Tharp, Christy Kikta

June 11—Joan Hokanson, Jim Klier, Barbara Luedecke,
Dustin Stiegemeyer

June 12—Elise Grisham

June 13—Carol White

KAIROS Update

People are committing to serve on the various teams needed to
implement a plan for the continuation of our “legacy of love” here at
Abiding Love

You will be hearing soon of some new visions and dreams for our
mission and ministry in the areas of Stewardship Growth; Sunday
Morning Celebrations; Children, Youth and Family Ministry; and
Community Outreach

Any questions, or interest to be involved, can be communicated to
Diane Albin, Congregation President (301-9059), or any other
member of our Congregation Council.
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Book Discussion Group
7:00 p.m. in the Library

o The next book this group will be discussing is
Reclaiming the “L” Word. The first weekly meeting
will be June 3rd, then June 17th. Mary Fetter will be
leading this discussion and preparing a schedule for
L3N the chapters. Please call Mary, 892-3925 if you

W#  need her to order a copy of the book for you.

2009 Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly Offering Update

Thank you for your contributions to the 2009 Synod Assembly offer-
ing to support the seven faith-based projects that will work to make
systemic change in the fight against poverty. As you know, the of-
fering will support Casa Bugambilia in Matamoros, Mexico; Nueva
Vida in Mexico and San Juan; Colonia 21 de Marzxo in Reynosa,
Mexico; an English Language Program in McAllen; New Creation
Community in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico; a Women’s Co-op in El
Cenizo; and Casa Marianella in Austin.

In thankfulness for your partnership in the fight against povertry,
(Note: Our offering was $565.00 for Casa Marianella.)

Mary Lou Newman, Chair
Poverty Task Force

Everyone is cordially invited to attend!
THE EAGLE COURT OF HONOR FoRr
Mason Tate

Saturday, May 30th
1:00 p.m.
Abiding Love Lutheran Church
7210 Brush Country Rd.
Austin, Texas

Brief reception to follow in the Activity Center




BULLETIN BOARD

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., June 10th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., June 8th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.
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To Joel Lehman, Erv Merz, Philip Drake and Paul Atkinson for
chipping and disposing of a brush pile on our property.

To those who served on Sunday, May 17th, at our worship ser-
vices in the absence of the Pastors who were attending the
annual Synod Assembly: Reggie Kikta—Sermon; Mary Fet-
ter—Liturgy and Children’s Message, and Duet; Karron Lewis,
Hymn Leader, and Duet; as well as all others who served in the
usual areas.

To Nader and Debra Ayoub, and Jeff and Jody Roberts who
served as sponsors for the Sr. High Youth Group Memorial
Day Event of volleyball and fun at Dick Nichols Park.

To Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 11:00
a.m. Worship Service on May 24th.

From David Blank, Facilities Manager of Cross Trails Ministry:
“I very much appreciate the work that the men’s group did on
their Work Retreat. | know that this takes away from time that
they could be doing other projects, spending time with family,
and so forth. Having three young men this year was great; |
really enjoyed having them here. The foundation that the Abid-
ing Love Lutheran Church Men’s Group has built shall be
strong and continue to be built upon by many, for many years
and generations to come. Thank you for all that you do, and
the very graceful way that you do it.

vy v
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Imagine Yourself DEBT FREE

Financial Peace University is a 13-week, video-based small group
study that teaches families how to beat debt, build wealth, and give
like never before.

First class begins:
May 31—1:00 to 3:00 p.m., Worship Center, downstairs classroom

For more information, call Philip Drake, 892-2978 or 731-5706, or
go to: www.daveramsey.com

Men’s Work Retreat at Camp Chrysalis

We were blessed to have 23 men attend this year's retreat - much
was expected of us and much was accomplished in this our 11th
year! Special thanks to B.L. and Marcie Parker for sponsoring the
Friday night dinner the men enjoyed in Fredericksburg on our way to
Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville.

If you attended the work retreat and have not taken the opportunity
to submit your $20 registration fee, please do so this Sunday by
placing it in the offering plate, indicating payment for men's retreat
(or mail it to the church). We would like to get a final accounting and
then forward the registration fees to the camp next week.

Thanks,
Dale Sump, Coordinator for Abiding Love

You Are Invited!

Early Morning Prayer Group
every Thursday in the Sanctuary
7:15—8:15a.m.

A—Adoration (for God’s attributes)
C—Confession (silent prayer)

T—Thankfulness (sharing blessings & answers)
S—Supplication (hand-written prayer cards)

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel - Thursdays 9:45 A.M.

Whenever we worship - you are invited!
Weekly chapel is an important part of the
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel
is led by the pastors and uses the Chapel
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are
always welcome to attend.

Upcoming Chapel Themes:
June 4—God Made Me Special (Our Five Senses)
June 11—God’s Love Can be Seen Everywhere—
in all things

Children’s Center Corner

This week we officially closed out another school year.
| We are sending 32 of our children off to “big” school.

) We covet your prayers for each of these precious chil-
dren as they enter the world of public education. May
they never forget that knowledge comes from learning,
but wisdom comes from God.

Donna Eastty
Director

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement
Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love
with our community.
Mission Statement
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Je-
sus Christ has for all people.
Core Values
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and
others by:
Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving
joyfully and freely to the Lord;

Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by
showing respect and love for all;

Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

Demonstrating love through actions;
Being excited for Jesus; and

Praying frequently.
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Make a T-shirt Quilt Class
For Middle School and High School Youth!
Anyone interested?

You will need 6 to 12 T-shirts with logos and some
fabric. The amount of fabric depends on the size of
the shirt. In the first session, we will cut the shirts
and design the quilt. We have a few extra sewing
machines, but most participants will need to bring
their own sewing machines for the second and third sessions.

O

Anyone interested should contact Karen Huddleston by phone 301-
1402 or email karenhudd@yahoo.com and we will see what dates
would work out. Diane McGowan will be teaching this class!

Middle School Youth Group News

Sunday, May 31, 4:30-6:00 p.m.—Confirmation Class for 7th &
8th Grade Youth,

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
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[ Vacation Bible School 2009 | 4
l Abiding Love Lutheran Church I
: June 7" — 11" :
- 6 p.m.—38:30 p.m. ]
n Children ages 3 years — 5t grade :
- :
T We need volunteers |
:I Please contact Holly Leoni ]
n 282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com ]
- .
23 www.friendshiptrain.com i

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.0.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

Introducing the 2009/10 ROCK officers:
President — Kyle Ayoub

Vice President — Katherine Albin
Secretary/Treasurer — Bethany Sump
Hospitality — Tim Sump

May 31—11:00 A.M.—Recognition Lunch for graduating seniors
June 7-12—Vacation Bible School
June 20—5:00 p.m.—Next Getting Ready for the National Youth
Gathering Meeting
Bring $ for supper!
June 24—Schlitterbahn

July 8—Afternoon movie and Amy’s Ice Cream

July 22-26—The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering
New Orleans, Louisiana

August 12—Underground Bowling

August 30—Rally Day Games

Our next First Friday Free Movie Night is June 5th!
Make your plans to be there for free popcorn,
hotdogs, and lemonade!

We have three middle school students who will be
attending Confirmation Camp the week of June
14th — 19th.

Please remember to send cards and letters to:

Lutheran Camp Chrysalis
391 Upper Turtle Creek Road
Kerrville, TX 78028

For:
o Emma Albin
o Kelsey Hollien
o Evan Karley
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Holly Ayoub, daughter of Nader and Debra Ayoub, is graduating from James Bowie High School on June 4th. The past
three years, Holly has been a member of the Silver Stars drill team and served as Senior Lieutenant this past year. She
has also been a member of National Honor Society, Key Club, and performed with the Marching Band. At church, Holly
has been very involved with the R.O.C.K. Youth Group serving as Vice President of Service Projects, Vice President, and
as President this past year. She was nominated for the Synod Bishop’s Award, and has received the Trustee’s Award for
being in the top 10% of her class all four years. Holly is auditioning for the Kilgore College Rangerettes this summer and
plans to transfer to Texas A&M or the University of Texas in two years majoring in Civil Engineering and minoring in dance.

Matthew Wade Belew is the son of Sergio and Janea Escobedo. He is also the son of Matt Belew and Nancy Ryan. He
was born on July 10, 1990 and has blessed the world with his smiling positive attitude ever since. On June 4, 2009 he will
be graduating from James Bowie High School. While in high school he has participated in the Air Force Jr. ROTC and the
Starlight Theatre Company. He has also participated in the Bowie Buddies mentoring program since coming to Bowie. In
this program he mentors the physically and mentally challenged youth in the Life Skills classes. This year he was honored
to be chosen as the Bowie Buddie of the year. Wade has been a very active participant in Young Life at Bowie (a non-
denominational Christian Organization). He has volunteered at the Young Life Summer Camps as well as our Camp
Chrysalis. This summer he will be a team member at Camp Chrysalis. Wade was also nominated for the SW Synod
Bishop's Award. Wade will be attending Blinn Jr. College in Brenham in the fall where he plans to study psychology and
theatre. As his parents, we are extremely proud of the wonderful man he has become!

Ashlyn Bellamy, daughter of John and Shelley Bellamy, will be graduating form Bowie High School on June 4th.
Kelsey Bellamy, daughter of John and Shelley Bellamy, will be graduating form Bowie High School on June 4th.

Michael Jacob Gonzalez, son of Herman and Karen Gonzalez, will be graduating from David Crockett High School on
Friday, June 5th. Michael was involved in Cub Scout Troop 555 sponsored by Abiding Love Lutheran Church through his
elementary years and earned his Arrow of Light award. He has played soccer, football and basketball. His favorite sport
has been basketball. He played in various youth leagues and on teams at Covington Middle School and at Crockett his
freshman year. Michael received a Cougar Gold award for BCIS his senior year. He will be attending Austin Community
College this fall.

Heath Hohmann, son of Bobby and Diana Hohmann, will be graduating from James Bowie High School on June 4™ Heath
has been very active in academics and athletics while in high school. Some highlights of his academic achievements are
Bowie Who’s Who, National Honor Society his Jr. & Sr. years, AISD Trustee Award (top 10% of class) all four years, Mu
Alpha Theta Math Honor Society, and Academic All-District for Football and Track & Field his Jr. and Sr. years. As Captain
of the Bowie Varsity Football Team his Sr. year, Heath led the team to be the undefeated Champs of District 25-5A. Heath
was named Honorable Mention All-Academic Football Team his Sr. year and Academic All District Football Team his Jr.
year. In track, Heath earned Region IV Qualifier Varsity Track for the 200m dash and 4x100 relay his So. and Jr. years. He
was also a class officer his Jr. and Sr. years, and participated in Key Club and other community service.

Andie Jones, daughter of Jonathan and Anna Jones, will be graduating from Bowie High School on June 4th. She will
attend Texas Woman's University (TWU) in Denton, to pursue a degree in Health Studies and Occupational Therapy. She
is an AISD Trustee Award Winner and received an academic scholarship from TWU. Andie has been a part of the BHS
Orchestra for four years, was an officer with the orchestra for two years, and competed in several UIL contests with the full
orchestra and with her quartet on violin. Her quartet represented Bowie at numerous events; the quartet was also selected
to represent Bowie with the challenging CHAMPS Program -- Chamber Music in Public Schools. Andie was recently
selected to represent Bowie at a musical performance honoring AISD Superintendent Pat Forgione at the Long Center.
She plans to audition for an ensemble group at TWU to continue her studies on the violin. Andie has enjoyed being a part
of the Senior High Youth Group and serving as an officer for two years. She is already missing her Abiding Love family,
especially everyone involved in Youth Group and Sunday School class. A special thank you to the Pastors, Youth Group

Sponsors, all trip Sponsors and Sunday School Teachers! Your generous support and love has been an incredible gift.
Continued on back of page
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Graduating High School Seniors continued: L

Charles Ross Thomas Mauldin, son of Wanda and Dick Mauldin, attended Boone Elementary, Covington Middle School,
and David Crockett High School. He will be graduating from Crockett High School on Friday, June 5th. Charles was very
much into sports, as he played kickball, football, soccer, and basketball. His favorite sport is basketball. He participated in
sports until 11th grade. Charles was a Tiger Cub Scout; worked all the way to Webelos; and earned his “Arrow of Light”.
Now his goal is to become a police officer.

Austin Joseph Rabb, son of Joseph and Suzy Rabb, will be graduating from Austin High School in June. Austin also
attended Brentwood Christian School for two years. Austin has a keen interest in language and was selected Most Out-
standing Spanish Student and has also completed two years of Japanese. In middle school, Austin was selected for the
Regional Science Fair, placing in the top three and was also a member of the band, playing alto saxophone. In high school,
Austin was a member of the track team and chess club. Austin has thoroughly enjoyed the activities and trips with the
Senior High Youth Group-ROCK, especially being a part of the service corps with the National ELCA Youth Gathering in
San Antonio and the Group Workcamp this past summer in Hobbs, NM. He is very much looking forward to a second trip to
the National ELCA Youth Gathering, this summer in New Orleans. Austin is planning to first attend Austin Community
College and later plans to transfer to Texas State. He is considering a curriculum in language and/or global studies. He is
also very interested in incorporating a year of volunteer service and/or classes overseas into his overall education plan.

Mason Tate, son of Janet Tate is graduating from Crockett High School. Mason was in the Cougar band for 4 years, and
was Band President his Senior year. Mason was a member of the Debate Team, Key Club, and PALS. He was also on the
A-B honor roll. On May 30th, Mason will be presented the Eagle Scout Award at the Eagle Court of Honor, Boy Scout
Troop 555, Abiding Love Lutheran Church. Mason will begin college at Austin Community College studying Visual Arts.

Emily Ann Tharp, daughter of Gary and Denise Tharp, will be graduating from James Bowie High School on June 4th.
During her time at Bowie she was a member of the Bowie Silver Stars. She was also a member of the Bowie Silver Star
Kick and Tap Companies. Emily was an honor student all four years and was a part of the Bowie Key Club. Outside of
school, Emily worked at La Madeline and H-E-B. Emily enjoyed being part of the Abiding Love Youth Group where she
served as Historian and VP of Service Projects. She also enjoyed attending with the Sr. High Youth Group the National
Youth Gathering in San Antonio and the Work Camp in Hobbs, New Mexico. In August, Emily will be attending Texas
Tech University where she plans on majoring in Nursing.

John Lee Urban Jr. (Jay), son of Amy and John Urban is graduating from Lake Travis High School. Jay was a member of
the Cavalier football team for 3 years, and a member of the Lake Travis FFA Chapter his Junior and Senior years. As a
Senior, Jay raised a steer and showed him at the Travis County Youth Fair, the San Antonio Rodeo, and the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo. Jay is also very active in Scouting and church youth activities. As a member of Troop 441, he
earned his Eagle Scout Award, went to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, the 2005 National Scout Jamboree in
Virginia, and the 2007 World Scout Jamboree near London, England. As a member of the Abiding Love Sr. High youth,
Jay has participated in Group Workcamp mission trips to Utah, Louisiana, Kansas, and New Mexico. Jay will be attending
Tarleton State University in Stephenville, TX this fall majoring in Animal Science, with hopes of pursuing a career as a
game warden.

Donny Vowell, son of Donald and Darla Vowell, is graduating Lehman High School in Kyle, Texas. He has been attending
Lehman High since the latter half of his 8th grade year. His graduating class is the first of two that has been there 5 years.
He has played both baritone and tuba for the Lehman Lobo Band. During his first few months there, his 8th grade band
class competed on the high school level against seniors and brought home 2's and 3's from the UIL Competition. Donny is
a member of the youth bowling league at Westgate Lanes; his high game so far is a 178. In the fall, Donny plans to attend
Austin Community College for automotive technology.




Alternative Worship Experience

11:00 AM
9 Abiding Love
(m Come prepared to be
N in AWE!

June 7: Kinder-mass
June 14: Contemporary
June 21: Contemplative
June 28: Polka

More awesome youth involvement.
More awesome silence.
More awesome music.
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* * SERVING IN JUNE * *

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
ACOLYTES: 7 - Katherine Albin Ben Collins

14 - Sara Pavey Sarah Chiang

21 - Kyle Huddleston Josh Escobedo

28 - Alex Santos Evan Karley
TRAY HOLDERS: 7 - Jay Urban Sam Collins

21 - Audrey Huddleston Austin Rabb
FLOWERS: 7 - Lewis, Dumler

14 - C. Hohertz

21 - Clarkson, Merz

28 - Parker

ALTAR GUILD: 8:30 a.m.—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke
11:00 a.m.—Marcy Cornell & Nan Hatcher

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 8:30 a.m.—Debbie Hartzer (7th); Pat Koch (14th); Rosa Hatfield (21st)
11:00 a.m.—Bethany Sump (7th); Jeri Lyn Sump (21st); Reggie Kikta (28th)

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 8:30 a.m.—Gloria Rech (7th); Jan Haas (21st)
11:00 a.m.—Irene Chiang (7th); Hal & Elaine Schultz (10th);
Janea Escobedo (21st)

USHERS: 8:30 a.m.—Verla Cook, Lloyd & Karen Matthys
11:00 a.m.— Richard & Susan Heidemeyer, Terry & Andrea Wyatt

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS: Diane Albin (7th); Margaret Dove (14th); Jeri Lyn Sump (21st); Barbara Tiedt (28th)

COFFEE SERVERS: Ruth Circle

WELCOME TEAMS: Sr. High Youth (7th); Middle School Youth (14th); Men's Group (21st); Ruth Circle (28th)
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Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly Report

— By John Dellis

“United in Ministry — God’s work. Our Hands,” the 18th synod assembly of the Southwestern Texas Synod, was
held May 16-17 at the McAllen Convention Center in McAllen.

Those attending the assembly included 118 rostered voting members, 253 lay voting members, eight non-voting
member (voice without vote) and 69 visitors for a total of 448 assembly participants.

Resolutions

The assembly considered eight resolutions:
Resolution on the Cherish Our Children Initiative -- calls on the synod to establish a ministry team
charged with implementing the ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation — adopted.

Resolution regarding the Separation Wall on the United States-Mexico Border — encourages congrega-
tions to commit themselves to pray, learn and act for peace and justice in the U.S./Texas-Mexico border
communities — adopted.

Resolution regarding the Rules of Organization and Procedure for the 2009 Churchwide Assembly —
that any action to come before the 2009 churchwide assembly regarding changes in current policy and prac-
tice for the rostering of pastors, diaconal ministers, associates in ministry and deaconesses shall require a
two-thirds vote for adoption — adopted.

Resolution rejecting the Proposed Social Statement on Human Sexuality and Affirming Current Teach-
ing Documents on Sexuality — defeated (166 Yes, 182 No, by written ballot).

Resolution rejecting Recommendations on Ministry Policy and Affirming Current ELCA Policy — adopted
(193 Yes, 157 No, by written ballot).

Resolution concerning full implementation of the Churchwide Strategy for engagement in Israel and
Palestine — to memorialize the churchwide assembly to reaffirm this church’s commitment to peace-making
in the Arab-Israeli-Palestinian conflict — adopted.

Resolution requesting the formation of a commission to study and develop plans for the formation of a
new Lutheran church from within the ELCA — to appoint a commission to study and bring a proposal for the
development of a new Lutheran church from within the ELCA that would allow conscience-bound individuals
and congregations of the ELCA to affiliate with a new Lutheran church body that aligns with their
conscience-bound understanding of Scripture, with the commission to be composed of individuals who do
not agree with rostering of same gender persons living in or hope to live in a lifelong, monogamous, same
gender relationship — defeated (144 Yes, 215 No, by written ballot).

Resolution of Thanksgiving — to thank and express gratitude to all who made the assembly possible —
adopted.

Budget
The assembly adopted a budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year calling for revenue of $2,262,000 and ministry
expenditures of $2,253,350. The synod’s fiscal year begins Feb. 1 and ends Jan. 31.

continued on page 11
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Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly Report continued from page 10...

Elections
The assembly elected Heidi Franzen, Faith, Seguin, as treasurer of the synod. Her four-year term will begin Sep. 1.

Compensation Guidelines

The assembly approved 2009-2010 clergy compensation guidelines. Additional components approved by the
assembly include supply preaching at $150 for one service and $200 for two services and interim ministry at $30 per
hour for ministerial services.

Bible Studies and Worship

Four Book of Faith Bible studies were presented throughout the assembly. Worship services throughout the
assembly included Compline on May 15, a service of Holy Communion on the morning of May 16, and a service of Holy
Communion prior to lunch on May 17. The May 16 service included music by El Mariachi de la Basillica de San Juan.
Music at the May 17 service was provided by the orchestra of First, Edinburg, the brass ensemble from The University of
Texas—Pan American, and a massed assembly choir.

ELCA Churchwide Representative

David Swartling, secretary of the ELCA, was the ELCA churchwide representative at the assembly. Secretary
Swartling expressed thanks for the mission support shared for churchwide ministries by synod congregations in 2008,
which totaled more than $1,080,000.

Conversation on Proposed Social Statement on Human Sexuality
An optional non-plenary conversation on the proposed social statement “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” and
the “Report and Recommendations on Ministry Policies” was held prior to the assembly plenary session on May 17.

Assembly Offering

An offering of $70,272.67 was received at the assembly to support seven faith-based projects that work to make
systemic change in the fight against poverty. The offering will support Casa Bugambilia in Matamoros, Mexico; Nueva
Vida in Mexico and San Juan; Colonia 21 de Marzo in Reynosa, Mexico; an English Language Program in McAllen; New
Creation Community in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico; Women’s Co-op in El Cenizo; and Casa Marianella in Austin.

Assembly Without Walls

Assembly participants had an opportunity to experience ministry and life in the Rio Grande Valley through five
Assembly Without Walls trips on the afternoon of May 17. The five tours included Migration, Immigration and Colonias;
Healthcare; Border Wall and the Environment; Housing; and the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle. Two
concurrent breakout sessions were held at the convention center, including conversation with ELCA Secretary David
Swartling and a forum on professional ministries.

Cross Trails Ministry

Meeting as the corporation of Southwestern Texas Synod Outdoor and Retreat Ministries, dba Cross Trails
Ministry, voting members heard that 2,236 youth and adults participated in a summer camp program, representing a 14
percent increase from 2007, and that 2,593 attended a Cross Trails Ministry retreat. In 2008, Cross Trails had total
operating revenue of $967,719 and total expenses of $967,218. Charles Oertli was reelected as an at-large member of
the board of directors.

2010 Assembly
The 2010 synod assembly will be held May 1-2 at the New Braunfels Convention Center in New Braunfels.

This report is a summary of assembly actions and does not contain minutes of the assembly. A full report on the
assembly will be available in the June issue of The Vista.

John Dellis, an associate in ministry, is editor of The Vista.




