
    

Abiding Love Lutheran Church Abiding Love Lutheran Church Abiding Love Lutheran Church Abiding Love Lutheran Church     
 

Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
 

President:  Bob Thonhoff 
              (Home: 282-4480)  
              E-mail:  rht-tce@swbell.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (May 30th only): 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              2 & 3 Year Olds — 2nd Story, 1st room on left 
              Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, 1st room on right 
              1st & 2nd Grades — 2nd Story, 2nd room on left 
              3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Story, 3rd room on left 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room, last on left 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1& 2, Worship Ctr. 
              Adult Study - Video Series — Activity Center 
 

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

                      June 6 — September 5 
9:00 a.m.—Worship (Sanctuary) 
10:15 a.m.—Adult Study 
6:00 p.m.—Worship Unplugged—Outside, 
                  casual, and family led! 
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
 

Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 

Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 

Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 

Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 

Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 

Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
 

Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 

 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Full-time program:  M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               (Part-time program:  T-F, 9:00 a.m. - I:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
 

Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran Church Abiding Love Lutheran Church Abiding Love Lutheran Church Abiding Love Lutheran Church     
A 30-Year Legacy of Love 

The Tie That Binds 

 
 

The Church Office will be 
closed for Memorial Day on 

Monday, May 31st. 

June 6 — September 5 
 

9:00 a.m. — Worship with Holy Communion 
                      in the Sanctuary 
10:15 a.m. — Adult Study 
6:00 p.m. — Worship Unplugged— 
                    Outside, casual, and family led! 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 

May 23, 2010—A day of celebration and honor for Pastor 
David & Mary Fetter, and daughters Jamie Villalobos and 
Holly Leoni, and their families. Thank you, God, for many 
blessings during 40 years of Ordination in Your ministry, 
and 30 years with Abiding Love. 
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June 6 — September 5 
 

9:00 a.m.—Worship with Holy Communion (Sanctuary) 
10:15 a.m.—Adult Study 
6:00 p.m.—Worship Unplugged—Outside, casual, and 
                   family led!      

   
 

 From Pastor Lynnae 
 
A long time ago, I became familiar with the “Serenity Prayer” 
written by Reinhold Niebuhr. Did you know that it is much longer 
than what you usually see on posters and plaques? It has been sug-
gested that it not be called the ‘serenity’ prayer, but instead the 
‘courage’ prayer or maybe the ‘wisdom’ prayer. It speaks to me in 
this time of transition and I ask you to join me in offering it in 
prayer. I’m going to keep a copy at my desk, in my purse and by 
my remote! I’m going to pull it out when I need to remember to 
look to God for all things. When it gets real hairy around the of-
fice, or when the calls are overwhelming – I’m going to read it 
again. When the empty office next door starts to look really big 
and really empty – I’m going to read it again. When I have had to 
say “I don’t know” too many times – I’m going to read it again.  
So, let us pray: 
 

“God, give us grace to accept with serenity  
the things that cannot be changed,  
Courage to change the things  
which should be changed,  
and the Wisdom to distinguish  
the one from the other.  
Living one day at a time,  
Enjoying one moment at a time,  
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,  
Taking, as Jesus did,  
This sinful world as it is,  
Not as I would have it,  
Trusting that You will make all things right,  
If I surrender to Your will,  
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,  
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.  
Amen.” 

 
 

 
“God’s Love for Us 
Our Love for God 
Our Love for Each Other” 
 
 

What a Glorious Day! 
Sunday, May 23rd, 2010 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

On this Monday after an incredible day with so many of you, Mary 
and I are overwhelmed with a great sense of God’s blessings! As 
we count those blessings they all spell: 
 

“LOVE, LOVE, LOVE 
That’s what it’s ALL about 
‘Cause God loves us we love each other”! 
 

You have humbled me as you honored Mary and me. You chose 
very special, personal ways to do that. For these we will be       
eternally grateful! 

 

♥  Naming the  “Fetter Activity Center! 

♥  The “Fishing Equipment & Silver Lure-Swivel Bracelet” as a    

       reminder that Jesus has called and taught me to “fish for 

       people”! 

♥  Mary’s most beautiful silver and gold “Heart Necklace”! 

♥  The establishment of a “Seminary Student Endowment for 

       Future Church Leaders” in my name!  

♥  The “Tapestry of Love Quilt” from our Women of the ELCA! 

♥  A “Foundation of Faith Scholarship Fund with Cross Trails 

       Ministries” for Camp Scholarships in my name by the Men 

       of the ELCA! 

♥  A “Scrapbook of Memories” from the Children’s Center! 

♥  A “Helping Hands Tuition Assistance Fund” at the Children’s 

       Center for families in need in Mary’s name! 

♥  The “Name Plaque” under my portrait! 
 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow”! 
 

†  Thank you to all who planned and prepared for the Narthex 

       table display, the morning worship services, the meal, the 

       afternoon “Sending Celebration”, and reception! 

†  The special music by the Choir and Mixed Blessings! 

†  Our Church Staff support! 

†  Bishop Ray Tiemann, Pastor Elliott Pancoast, and Terry 

       Carmichael! 

†  To many others for your presence, encouraging words, 

       hugs, kisses, handshakes, gifts, and cards! 

†  To the Past President’s Committee, and Congregation 

       Council! 

†  To the Parish Fellowship Board, the Church Properties 

       Board, and the Senior High Youth Group! 

†  I’m sure that I have not mentioned everyone, but I thank you, 

       too! 
 

“Thank You ALL for Giving to the Lord” and, also, to me, Mary, and 
our family over these 30 plus years! God bless and keep you in His 
Abiding Love. 
 

Remember always that Jesus loves you, and so do we! 
 
                                           —Pastor David & Mary 

The Tie That Binds 

In this time of transition, the Congregation Council 
has hired a part-time contract Pastor to help Pastor 
Lynnae with pastoral care and general pastoral  
responsibilities.  
 

Pastor Paul Blom lives in Georgetown and is the 
retired Bishop Emeritus of the Gulf Coast Synod 
where he was Bishop from 1991 to 2007. Paul is married to Marie, 
a retired nurse, and they have two grown children, Sara Slaughter 
of Cedar Park and Nathan Blom of Albuquerque, NM. Pastor Paul 
is also grandfather to five children, Abby, Grace Noah, Luke and 
Jacob. 
 

Beginning June 1st, Pastor Paul will be working around the congre-
gation for 10-15 hours a week, so look for him to offer an Abiding 
Love Welcome! By the way, Pastor Paul is a native of Green Bay 
Wisconsin and says that his blood runs gold and green since he is 
a big Packer fan! 
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* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 16TH: 
Worship - 91 (8:30)  +  91 (11:00)  =  182 (Total) 
Sunday School - 69 
*Offerings - $6,715.47 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   
*Other Offerings - $1,117.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 
                            $100.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $70.00 (Men’s Retreat)  + 
                            $80.00 (Cross Trails scholarship)   + 
                            $17.22 (Sunday School LWR Farm Animals) 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 23RD: 
Worship - 70 (8:30)  +  342 (11:00)  =  412 (Total) 
Sunday School - 60 
*Offerings - $12,538.49 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   
*Other Offerings - $2,747.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 
                            $30.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $100.00 (Youth Fund)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $1,047.50 (Honorariums for Pastor Fetter)  + 
                            $400.00 (Foundation of Faith Scholarship Fund 
                                       with Cross Trails Ministry for Camp)  + 
                            $250.00 (M. David Fetter Seminary Scholarship 
                                       Endowment for Future Church Leaders) 
 

* NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

 

♥  MEMORIALS: 
Imagine Capital Appeal 
      For B.L. Parker by Kay Martin. 
 
♥  SPECIAL GIFTS: 
Honorariums  
      For Pastor David Fetter celebrating his 40th Anniversary of 
             Ordination and Retirement by Greta Rymal, Frances 
             Brooks, Keri Brophy-Martinez, Robert & Sue Ellen 
             Jackson, Kenneth & Mary Ann Eichler, Sammie Thomas, 
             Doris & Jerry Schappe, Angus & Virginia McPhail.        

      For Pastor David & Mary Fetter in celebration of 30 years of 
             sharing blessings with Abiding Love by Annette Smith, 
             Paul & Barbara Hofmann. 
 

M. David Fetter Seminary Scholarship Endowment for Future 
Church Leaders 
      In honor of Pastor Fetter by Russ & Meredith Armagost,  
             Bill & Di Brophy, Bob & Kim Thonhoff. 
 

Foundation of Faith Scholarship Fund with Cross Trails Ministry  
      In honor of Pastor Fetter by Greg & Nanette Dew, Kenneth & 
             Mary Ann Eichler. 

SERVING LIST 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 30TH: 
Flowers—Lewis 
Altar Guild—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke (8:30)  + 
                    Nan Hatcher & Peggy Suggs (11:00) 
Acolytes—Kelsey Hollien (8:30)  + 
               Sam Collins  (11:00) 
Lectors—Di Brophy (8:30)  +  Nan Hatcher (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Hazeldean Dumler, Gloria Rech, 
             Janice Duncan  (8:30)  +  Hal Schultz,  Ruth Shane (11:00) 
Ushers—Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson (8:30) + 
              Nader & Kyle Ayoub (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Hal Schultz 
 

Coffee Service for May is the Naomi Circle 

Help Wanted for Food Pantry 
(A great opportunity for our youth & children this summer!) 

 

Each Sunday: 
Help needed to set up the Food Pantry tables 
either on Sunday mornings after church or after 
the summer evening service. 
 

Each Monday: 
8:00 a.m. — Help needed loading food at Capital Area Food 
               Bank, as Joel Lehman  will be gone the month of June. 
9:00 to 10:30 a.m. — Help setting up Food Pantry items 
12:45 to 3:45 p.m. — Work with Food Pantry  
 

Please email or call Diane McGowan (dmcgowan3@austin.rr.com 
or 892-4416) or Coleen Thompson (morris12@austin.rr.com or 282-

4130) if you would like to sign up to volunteer regularly, or to sign 
up for a volunteer substitute list for Food Pantry volunteers to call 
if they cannot come.  
 

As always, any donations of food or toiletry items will be very help-

ful.  We especially need cereal, protein items, shampoo, tooth-
paste, and toothbrushes.  We collect children’s books to distribute 
to families with children. 

New Blinds for Our Sanctuary Windows!  
 

The blinds were delivered and installed last week by Austin Decorat-
ing Center. The blinds were immediately put to good use last Sun-
day, May 23rd for the morning worship services and the afternoon 
Sending Celebration Service. Before and after the morning worship 
services PowerPoint pictures of many babies, children and adults 
who were baptized by Pastor Fetter projected visibly across the 
wall. Words to songs were projected for the afternoon celebration.  
 

Praise God for this new ability to alter the lighting in the Sanctuary. 
The blinds are operated by a remote control which has 4 settings. 

Parish Fellowship Board Announcement 
 

Due to all the celebrations we will have had at Abiding Love in April 
and May, the Parish Fellowship Board has decided that there will be 
not  be a 5th Sunday Potluck Lunch/Fellowship on May 30th. 
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Seminar and Support Group 
 

There aren’t many people around you who understand the pain your 
separation or divorce has caused. To you. Your family. Your friends. 
 

That’s the reason for DivorceCare. It’s a special weekly  support 
group and seminar conducted by people who understand what you 
are experiencing. Most importantly, you’ll learn how to deal with the 
pain of the past and look forward to rebuilding your life. 
 

Sunday, June 27th 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Downstairs Classroom 
Abiding Love Worship Center 

13 Weeks 
Led by Pastor Brian Peterson, ELCA Pastor,   

Ascension Lutheran Church in Austin 
Call Pastor Lynnae Sorensen for more information, 892-4040. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
IN THE HOSPITAL:  Gisela Armstrong, Seton ICU 
                                  Annette Smith, Brackenridge, Rm. 732 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Donna Eastty 
                                                     Donald Vowell 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
** Carolyn Johnson                   ** Charlie Lunday 
** Jesse Essinger                      ** Edna Graeber 
** Ben Fuelberg                         ** Ann Willman  
** Braxton Kunz                         ** Blake Johnson 
** Tammy Santos                      ** Woody Joe 
** Janea Escobedo                    ** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** Alma Garnett (aunt of Karl Dalley) 
** The family and friends of Glynn Gillespie at his death (relative of 
              Karen Gonzalez) 
** Heather Andrews (Gary & Pat Andrews daughter-in-law) 
** Jeff Kunz (Ron’s brother) 
** Gerald Dew (Greg Dew & Karen Joe’s father) 
** Irma Andrews, Emeritus at Beckett Meadows, #1128 
** Chase & Chance Brunnemann (Clarie Streng-Broste’s grandsons) 
** Johnnie Strickland, at The Summit at Westlake, #1110 
** Clif James, at Monte Siesta, #228 
** Vollie Griffin (David’s mother) 
** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del Prescott’s grandson) 
** Bobby Buratti in St. David’s Rehab (Kay Martin’s grandson) 
** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister) 
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** SSG Christy (Kikta) Williams with U.S. Army in Iraq 
    ** Chris LeDuc in Iraq with U.S. Army (Christy Williams’ fiancé) 
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force 
    ** Sgt. Jesse Andrews with the US Marines 
    ** Adam Rogers in Afghanistan with the U.S. Marines (cousin to 
              Greg & Nanette Dew,& Karen & Justin Joe) 
    ** Allen Kelley (son of Reggie Kikta) going to Afghanistan with  
              a security company. 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas 

 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

BAPTISM:   
Samantha Jean Flores was baptized on Sunday, May 
16, at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service. Parents: Christine 
Austin and Michael Flores. Sponsors: Johnny Austin and 
Catherine Tymniak. Grandparents: John & Jean Austin. 
 

Alan & Betty Matejowsky have moved. Their new address is: 
301 Backbone Creek Drive East  
Burnet, TX 78611  
512-288-2000 (old home # has been converted to Betty's cell)  
512-217-9665 (Alan's cell) 

“May God bless Alan & Betty in the new home and community!” 
 

Kelly Wyatt graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
Texas State University - San Marcos on Satur-
day, May 15th, with a Bachelor of Business    
Administration Degree.  “Congratulations, Kelly! 

                              We are proud of you!” 
 

If you know anyone graduating from college this semester, please 
send info to jhokanson@austin.rr.com  for the next newsletter. 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 30TH: 
“First Sunday After Pentecost The 
          Holy Trinity” 
 

Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31 
Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1–5 
John 16:12–15 
 
BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 6TH: 
“Second Sunday After Pentecost” 
 

1 Kings 17:17–24 
Psalm 30 
Galatians 1:11–24 
Luke 7:11–17 
 
BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 13TH: 
“Third Sunday After Pentecost” 
 

2 Samuel 11:26—12:10; 12:13–15 
Psalm 32 
Galatians 2:15–21 
Luke 7:36—8:3 
 
BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 20TH: 
“Fourth Sunday After Pentecost” 
 

Isaiah 65:1–9 
Psalm 22:19–28 
Galatians 3:23–29 
Luke 8:26–39 
 
BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 27TH: 
“Fifth Sunday After Pentecost” 
 

1 Kings 19:15–16, 19–21 
Psalm 16 
Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
Luke 9:51–62 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
May 
30—Jessica Hartzer 
June 
1—Jody Roberts 
2—Carolyn Johnson 
3—Joyce Kuntschik, Angela Renfro 
6—Richard Heidemeyer 
7—Hazeldean Dumler 
8—Jared Jones 
10—Nader Ayoub, Amy Haas, Emily Tharp, Christy Kikta 
11—Joan Hokanson, Jim Klier, Barbara Luedecke, 
              Dustin Stiegemeyer 
12—Elise Grisham 
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New Member Class 
Saturday, June 26h 

9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 
 

Are you not yet a member of Abiding Love? Well, the time has 
come. We will be holding a New Member Class on Saturday, June 
26th, from 9:00 a.m. to Noon, and then will be receiving New Mem-
bers on Sunday June 27th, at the 9:00 a.m. Worship Service. 
 

If you are interested in joining our Abiding Love family and have not 
yet been contacted by your Host, please call the Church Office at 
892-4040. 



BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., June 23rd. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Tue., June 15th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
 

NEWSLETTER MAILING CHANGE 
 

Beginning in June, we will start having newsletters only once a 
month.  This is being done to cut down on cost of paper, postage, 
and printing costs.  Also, it gives the staff time to do other important 
work.  The next newsletter will be mailed on June 23.  Please have 
any articles or events for the newsletter and the July calendar to 
Joan by June 15. We will try this for the summer first. Please give us 
your feedback. 
 

We hope everyone will be able to adjust to this change with us.  
 

Did you know? Every Sunday, our sound technicians record our 
worship services on CDs and cassettes.  They are stored in our  
Library, and available for you to borrow. Check it out! 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 

Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love 
Jesus Christ has for all people.   

Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 

and freely to the Lord; 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 

respect and love for all; 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  

        relationships; 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 

strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 

membership; 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 

• Praying frequently. 

 
 
 

♦ To the Christian Education Board for providing the delicious 
teacher appreciation breakfast on Sunday, May 16th. 

 

♦ To Bob Von Bieberstein for continuing to mow and trim our 
church properties, and to many others who prepared our church 
lawn and flower beds for the May 23rd celebration.  

 

♦ To Andrea Wyatt for pulling weeds and cleaning out our flower 
bed by the North entrance to the Sanctuary, and for planting 
new flowers and spreading mulch. They look beautiful! 

 

♦ From Barbara Merz, on behalf of the Past President’s Commit-
tee: “I would like to say a special thank you to Paul Atkinson for 
putting together the great video of the baptismal pictures. To 
Dolly for taking pictures of all the major events going on through 
out the day. To Clark Beach, J. C. Cox and Philip Drake for set-
ting up three video cameras to tape the services. To Coleen 
Thompson, Rosa Hatfield, Jill Feary, and Hazeldean Dumler for 
working the guest register. To Bob Thonhoff and Erv Merz for 
helping to set up and take down the tables for the displays in 
the Narthex. To Emily Hohertz for helping with the lettering on 
the story boards. To Pastor Fetter and Mary for helping to 
gather all the pictures and memorabilia that made the displays 
so meaningful.”  

 

♦ To the Sarah Circle for the Staff Appreciation lunch on May 
20th from Pastor Fetter, Pastor Lynnae, Joan Hokanson and 
Cindy Kunz. 

 

♦ To Karron Lewis for her solo at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
on May 16th, and to LuAnn Glowacz for her solo at the 11:00 
Worship Service. 

 

♦ To all who came out on short notice to remove and then re-
install the pews in the Sanctuary. This was necessary to allow 
the installation of the new blinds, and the movement of the lifts 
used for that project. Thanks also to Dave & Billye Trostel of 
Austin Decorating Center for coordinating the blind installation. 

 

♦ To Marcilynn League and Kimberly Johnson for their leadership 
with the celebration luncheon and reception for Pastor David 
Fetter on May 23rd, and to the committees that worked with 
them to make the day extra special. 

 

♦ To Tom Hokanson for the unbelievably honorable song, “A Man 
of God” written for Pastor Fetter. 

 

♦ To the Past Presidents Committee: Diane Albin, John Austin, 
Craig Hohertz, Tom Hokanson, Steve Kikta, Alan Matejowsky, 
Barbara Merz, Paul Mettke, Dale Sump, and Gene Zimmer-
mann; and Bob Thonhoff, current president; for all their dedica-
tion over the past months planning for Pastor David Fetter’s 
40th Anniversary of Ordination and Retirement Celebration. 

 

♦ Thanks to the Staff Study Team; Diane Albin, Jeri Lyn Sump, 
Marian Hollien, Steve Kikta, Tom Hokanson, Margaret Dove, 
Murray Collins, Diane McGowan and Michelle Olson, with ex-
officio members Bob Thonhoff and Pastor Lynnae, for their 
work these past months.  

 

♦ To David Griffin for arranging the beautiful flower arrangements 
for the Sanctuary in honor of Pastor Fetter’s Celebration on 
Sunday May 23rd. 

 

♦ Thanks to Cindy Kunz and Joan Hokanson for the many extra 
duties that these last few weeks have entailed! 

 

♦ To Jared Clarkson (trumpet), Bethany Sump (clarinet), and Tim 
Sump (percussion) for sharing their musical talents by accom-
panying the Choir with their instruments on May 23rd. 

 

♦ To the Community Outreach Bold Step Team for their great 
work and outstanding report. 
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A note from Pastor Brad Highum, Pastor, New Life Lutheran Church, in  
response to contributions from the people of Abiding Love, in honor of 
our 30th Anniversary as a church on celebrated on April 18th: 

 

“Pastor David, Pastor Lynnae and all our sisters and brothers in Christ at 
Abiding Love! 
 

From all of us at New Life, thank you! 
 

Even as we lifted up your community in thanksgiving to God, and in admira-
tion of your faithful witness over 30 years, you blessed us extraordinarily with 
a gift in support of our ministry. 
The flourishing of Abiding Love is an inspiration to us. As we pray for your 
continued growth and the blossoming of your programs and outreach, we 
have also prayed that our congregation and ministries might follow a similar 
trajectory in growing where we are planted. Your gift provides vital resource 
for us in pursing our mission, and we are grateful! 
We know well that this is a time of transition for you; such times can be un-
settling as a new chapter begins in the life of the church. But our trust, like 
yours, is in the God of light and truth who calls us, leads us, and provides for 
all our needs. 
We pray God’s Blessings upon you and all whose lives you touch in the 
name of the Gospel. 
 

Fore the people of New Life, 
Pastor Brad Highum” 
 

120 Frog Pond Lane, Building, Suite A, Drippings Springs, TX 78620 



 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 

R.O.C.K. sponsors:  
Jared & Callie Clarkson 

Angela Renfro 
Jeff Roberts 

 

Seven youth and three sponsors are preparing to go to Sky Ranch 
Lutheran Camp in Fort Collins, Colorado, July 18-23! 
 

On Sunday, June 6th, we will be honoring our graduating seniors. 

 

Children’s Center Corner 
 

I want to thank Mary Fetter for 24 years of dedicated service to the 
Children’s Center. She has been a devoted member of our Chil-
dren’s Outreach Ministry Board of directors. She has proven to be 
an untiring advocate for our ministry. In addition to her leadership, 
she has provided us with a wonderful curriculum for 
our chapel services. I could never begin to list her 
multitude of talents. However, a huge “thank you” is in 
order for all that she has done throughout the years. 
Her efforts are countless. We all love you, Mary, and 
are so grateful for your love in return. God bless you. 
 

Sincerely, 
Donna Eastty, Director  
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Middle School Youth Group 
 
June 27, 6:00 p.m. – perform at the first Sunday Evening         
                                   Worship Unplugged “Coffee House” 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 

 

Christian  
Education 

WE APPRECIATE OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEAM! 

-TEACHERS, MUSICIANS, and COORDINATORS- 
 

Our church family has been truly blessed this past 

school year to have had such a wonderful Sunday 

School team for our children, youth, and adults.   

We thank you and give thanks to God for your service! 
Diane Albin 
Ken Albin 
Gisela Arm-
strong 
Bruce Atwell 
Debra Ayoub 
Nader Ayoub 
J.C. Cox 
Pat Dove 
Steve Essinger 
Mary Fetter  
Jan Haas 
Debbie Hartzer 
Craig Hohertz 
Joan Hokanson 
Tom Hokanson 
Karen Huddle-
ston 
Anna Jones 
Lisa Krabbenhoft 
Audrey Lehman 
Holly Leoni 
J.D.Lewis 
Paul Mettke 
Pastor Lynnae  
Peggy Suggs 
Janet Tate 
Kim Thonhoff 
Jamie Villalobos 
Tracy Yetter 

YOU’VE MADE A DIFFERENCE 

 
Thank you for the time you give 

To each child who looks to you; 

You truly make a difference 

By all you say and do. 
 

For as you touch each tender heart, 

You leave your imprint there; 

And always they'll remember you-- 

How much you really cared. 
 

Keep on loving, keep on caring, 

Sharing Christ as you do, 

For one day they'll return to say, 

“Teacher, I do thank you.” 
 

“You've made a difference in my life. 

I'm who I am today, 

Because you gave your time to teach 

And show to me God’s Way.” 
 

By Linda J. Stevenson 

 
Confirmation Campers 

 

Confirmation Youth will be attending a Cross Trails Ministry 
Lutheran Camp, especially for Confirmation students, Sunday, June 
6 – Friday, June 11,at Ebert Ranch near Harper. Pastor Lynnae will 
be attending camp with them for a majority of the time. 
 
Confirmation Youth attending are: 

Audrey Armstrong 

Elizabeth Escobedo 

Kyle Huddleston 

Camille Lunday 

Ryan Pavey 

Matthew Perry 

Annie Verzwyvelt 

Deanna Vowell 
 

Some parents choose to write letters and postcards prior to the 
camp week, and leave them with the camp staff to distribute. If you 
would like to write to your camper from home, please mail very 
early. Write to:  

(Camper Name and Program) 
Ebert Ranch 
752 Ebert Lane 
Harper, TX 78631 
 

You may also send email to campers by going to this address on 
the Internet:  http://www.crosstrails.org/?page_id=246 
This web address is the “Connect to Campers” menu item linked to 
Ebert Ranch on www.crosstrails.org website. 



 
A Man of God 

By Tom Hokanson for Pastor Fetter 
May 23, 2010 

 

Poured some water on their heads 
Baby’s special time, a little light to shine 

New life lifted up by you 
For that is what a Man of God will do 

 

Gave us bread and wine to drink 
Called each one by name, every one who came 

Told us Jesus’ love was true 
That is what a Man of God will do 

 

God could never overlook the work that you have done 
Your name is in His book for love that you have shown 

As Jesus came to serve you followed in His steps 
By teaching us his Word you gained a greater depth of love 

And that makes you a man, that makes you a man 
That makes you a Man of God 

 

Blessed the rings that were exchanged 
Celebrated love blessed by God above 

New love lifted up by you 
For that is what a Man of God will do 

 

And when our loved ones neared the end 
You held their weathered hands, tried to understand 

Sharing sadness hard to do 
But that is what a Man of God will do 

 

God will keep His promises to you 
And to others who serve Him as you do 

An anchor for your soul, a refuge for your heart 
For where you’ve been, for what you’ve done, for everything you are 

 

So I thank God for you my friend 
You taught me about grace, reflected Jesus’ face 

So I wrote this song for you 
For that is what a man of God will do 

 

God could never overlook the work that you have done 
Your name is in His book for love that you have shown 

As Jesus came to serve you followed in His steps 
By teaching us his Word you gained a greater depth of love 

And that makes you a man, that makes you a man 
That makes you a Man of God 

 

This song was written and sung for Pastor David Fetter on Sunday, May 23rd, in honor of his 30 + years of dedication to the 
people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church. Many of you asked for the words to the song, so here they are for your enjoyment. 
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YOU MAY BE A WONDERING . . . is there a church annual financial plan or something like that, 
and is there still a mission development plan called “Imagine:  Ministry Beyond Belief”?  Yep, both of 
them.  Last year the congregation created a mission development plan called “Imagine:  Ministry Be-
yond Belief” to ensure appropriate resources for an annual Ministry Plan and a three-year Capital Ap-
peal Fund.  Remember the Ministry Plan and the Capital Appeal Fund are two different funds with two 
distinct purposes. 
 
The suggested four components of the annual financial plan are:  (1) an audit of the church financial 
records; (2) for a second year, an appeal for offerings to pay the day-by-day expenses and ministry 
costs; (3) a budget of the day-by-day expenses and ministry costs; and (4) a list of goals to maintain 
and improve the real estate and personal property.  The “Imagine:  Ministry Beyond Belief” focus is 
items (2) and (3), the annual Ministry Plan, and item (4), the three-year Capital Appeal. 
 
An Audit Committee earlier this year audited the financial records for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009.  
Concerns in the audit reports have or are being rectified.  And, annual audits will resume. 
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team is presently planning an annual resource appeal for 2011 that will be 
presented later in this year.  That is when we will make our personal financial commitments for the 
2011 Ministry Plan. 
 
The Board of Stewardship and Finance (Board) has provided the directors of the administrative boards 
work papers to aid in planning their 2011 programs, events, etc. and related costs and expenses.  Their 
input help the Board develop a 2011 unified budget.  After the Church Council reviews the budget it 
will be part of the 2010 annual report presented to the congregation for the annual meeting in Novem-
ber.  
 
The fourth component of the annual financial plan is the three-year Capital Appeal Fund developed 
last year for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012.  It includes a needs goal and a visions goal for the monthly 
mortgage payments and building improvements and renovations. 
 
So how are we doing?  Well, as of April 30, the cash accounts included $78,940 for the General Fund 
to pay everyday expenses; $69,380 of restricted funds; and $79,280 for the Capital Appeal Fund. 
 
For the four months ended April 30, the offerings for paying day-by-day operating expenses equaled 
the budget while the expenses incurred were less than budget – offerings equaling budget is good 
news.  And, the offerings greater than disbursements increases the cash account  – more good news. 
 
The Capital Appeal Fund disbursements in the first 4 months included the required mortgage payments 
and a down payment for the first needs goal which is the motorized window shades in the sanctuary.  
Other goals for this year and the next two years have to be selected, planned and scheduled based on 
money available after mortgage payments. For the first 4 months, the Capital Appeal offerings were 
greater than commitments since there were offerings from those who did not submit commitments.  
Another bit of good news. 
 
Lastly, remember supporting our church does include continuing our offerings and gifts during the 
summer and vacation time so our church can continue a strong on going mission and ministry. 
 
Bill Nicholson 
Director of Board of Stewardship and Finance 

A note about our church finances from our Stewardship & Finance Director, Bill Nicholson: 
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GOD’S WORK! OUR HANDS! FULFILLING GOD’S MISSION! 
 

The Synod ELCA Assembly emphasis of “God’s Work, Our Hands” became very 

evident of how all of us working together can make a big difference in the lives of 

many as we serve God. Through our Gratitude and Service we can continue to fulfill 

God’s Mission for the sake of GOD’S kingdom today for generations to come and in 

to eternity.   

 
Recently we reported that ALLC had sent 15 boxes containing 205 lbs of items to Lu-
theran World Relief (LWR) to help many in need. At the Assembly a report was pro-

vided that showed churches from across Texas sent a total of 3299 boxes and 65,674 

lbs of items! They are now awaiting the final total for the United States, as in 2009 the 

total collected in the USA was 1371 Tons of Items which served 742,560 people in 22 

Countries. Working together we donated 378,050 Quilts, 231,360 School Kits, 

93,111 Health Kits, 25,875 Sewing Kits, 68,890 Layettes and 33,750 Lbs of Soap to 

help be a part of fulfilling God’s mission.  

 
As we kick off this new LWR year we are once again collecting items year round 
and our emphasis at this time is for new or gently used Layettes. To help remind you of 

what is needed, please see over for a Take A-Long Shopping List for LWR Kits. 

Keep it in your purse or wallet for an easy reference when you are out shopping. It 
is a great way to take advantage of yard sales and back to school and other seasonal sales 
or while cleaning your homes. If you are not a shopper, you can also help the quilters 

or give monetary contributions to help purchase the needed items. Make donations 

to ALLC/ WELCA and notate for LWR Kits.  

 
We hope you will join us in making a difference in God’s world by bringing your 

donations for our LWR bin to the church narthex at any time to help those in need. 

Bring your special gifts of love and help us fulfill God’s mission to share our love 

around the world. 

 

All women of ALLC (young or old) are members of WELCA and we invite all of 

you to be a part of our meetings, events and in one of our four Circles of Monthly 

Bible Study. Our annual garage sale is also evidence of how when we all work to-

gether we accomplish great things for God’s work to help many causes locally and 

around the world.  

 

As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. Ephesians 4:16  

 
Dear God and Heavenly Father, help me to always serve you by being a helping 

hand to those in need; and to fulfill your mission of sharing our gifts and love for 

others. Amen 

 
By Annette Smith on behalf of Women of Evangelical Lutheran Church of Amer-
ica and ALLC/WELCA  
and Christian Service Board Stewardship Project   
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Take A-Long Shopping List for LWR Kits 
 

Layette Kit: Shirts, Onesies, Sweaters, Sweatshirts or similar items  

Gowns or Sleepers with or without feet 
Receiving Blankets and Full Size Wash Cloths 
Cloth Diapers (flat fold preferred) and Diaper Pins  
4-5 oz Bath Size Bars of Gentle Soap in original wrapping  
 

Health Kits: Hand Towels and Wash Cloths (dark colors preferred)  
4-5 oz Bath Size Bars of Soap in original wrapper 
Adult Size Toothbrushes in original packaging 
Sturdy Combs and Metal Files or Nail Clippers with file attached 
Band Aides or similar brand (preferably ½ inch to ¾ inch) 
 
School Kits: Unsharpened #2 Pencils with Erasers and Pencil Sharpeners  
Erasers approximately 2 ½ inches long 
Boxes of 16 or 24 Crayons  
Notebooks of Wide or College Ruled Paper/ 8 by10 inches with 70 pages each 
Construction Paper in Assorted Colors 
Sturdy Cloth Bags with Cloth Handles or Drawstring Enclosures 12 by 14 inches 
Blunt Scissors (prefer safety scissors w/embedded steel blades) 
30 Centimeter Rulers or Rulers with centimeters on one side & inches on other  
 
Sewing Kits: Cotton or Cotton Blend Fabric (no knits or 100% polyester) 
Spools of Matching General Purpose Thread with 6 to 10 Average Size Matching But-
tons (1/2 inches to 3/4 inches preferred)  
Packs of Needles with 10 to 15 needles per pack for hand sewing 

 

Quilts: A LWR Quilt brings warmth on a cold night or shelter from the sun on a hot 

day. It becomes a bed, a room divider, a back pack to carry belongings, and at times even a 
home. Each is one of a kind with a beauty all its own, made as a gift of hope by caring people. 
Finished quilts measure 60 by 80 inches. You do not have to know how to sew! Come join 

the sewing group and see how many ways you can be of help to those who are sewing 

and enjoy an afternoon of working, fun and fellowship. 

 

Watch the bulletins and newsletters for the days you can come help sew or help our 

LWR emphasis all year round to become God’s Hands! 
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From east to west, people are coming to be part of 
God’s Great Get-Together! 

 
Baobab Blast is the gathering of the summer! 

This is an event loaded with rockin’ music, energy packed games,  
amazing Bible stories, cool crafts, and super science! 

 

 

Baobab Blast Vacation Bible School 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
June 20

th
 – 25

th
 

6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 

Children ages: 3 years to 5
th
 grade 

 
 Registration:  Forms at the display table at church or call the  
 church office at 892-4040. 

 

Volunteers needed! 
 

Contact Cindy Atwell to register, 282-1621, beacna@gmail.com, 
or call the Church Office, 892-4040, or fill out a registration form at Church 
 

See you soon!  Bring a friend! 
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Pictures from Pastor David Fetter’s Celebration of 40th Anniversary of Ordination, and Retirement from active Ministry. 


