The Tie That Binds
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Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday,
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B sscension The Tie That Binds

T of Dhur
Tars A Sometimes Overlooked Church-Year
Holiday (Holy Day)
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On our Church-Year Calendar, Thursday, May 21st, is “The
Ascension of Our Lord”.
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“Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he
blessed them he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshipped him...”” (Luke 24:50-52)

“The ascension of Jesus is hardly regarded by most American
Christians as a primary religious holiday. We generally find little
meaning in it because we find little personal application in it.

Our first error, of course, is to place so much importance on
ourselves. An event does not have to involve us in order to be
important to be celebrated. The fact is that Christ’s ascension is one
part of the larger truth of his exaltation, and his exaltation is a
prominent theme in the New Testament.

The exaltation of Jesus completes his victory. It is also understood as
a symbol of his vindication. It relocates him in his rightful place—the
side of the Father, from which he had come in order to save us. We
love to recall his birth in a manger, but that is not where he belongs.
We give thanks for his death on the cross, but that, too, is not where
he belongs. Our greatest celebration should be of his ascension: for it
represents his return to the place where he really belongs.

In the meantime, there is an element of personal application in this
holiday, as well. The ascension marks the end of his ministry, and the
beginning of ours!” And we have his promise, “| am with you
always!” (Matthew 28:20)

Prayer: “Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully
give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the
end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.”
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Summer Vacation

When did | start to not think of the entire
summer as vacation?

| know as a child that was my joy. That the whole summer
was vacation and that | was going to play every day! Sud-
denly, I’ve grown up. Summer now consists of regular work
days with a planned vacation somewhere in the middle of it
all. The days seem to be long and, of course, hot.

As the seasons turn, | don’t see summer in the same bright
light that | used to. In an attempt to re-capture our child
like understanding of summer - we at Abiding Love intro-
duce the Summer Styles of Worship Celebrations! Each
Sunday at the 11:00 service we will explore an emerging
worship style. You won’t want to miss it! It will be designed
to touch your heart and soul. As you see summer approach-
ing, remember; God vacations with us!

See you in church!

Pastor Lynnae

CHOSE YOU._TO GO AND" |

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 17TH:
“Sixth Sunday of Easter”
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0 Acts 10:44-48
B Psalm 98:1-9
o 1John 5:1-6
3. John 15:9-17
-

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 24TH:
“Seventh Sunday of Easter”

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1:1-6

1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Summer Styles of Worship

This summer Abiding Love introduces new
emerging worship styles! The Summer Styles of
Worship Calendar begins June 7th for the 11:00
a.m. service and includes:

Kindermass
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Classical Celebration
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Be a part of these exciting worship styles this summer!

You Are Invited!
Early Morning Prayer Group

for women and men
meeting every Thursday
7:15 — 8:15 a.m.

in the Sanctuary

We will begin using the acronym A.C.T.S. for
wholesome prayer:

A—Adoration
C—Confession
T—Thankfulness
S—Supplication

When we are comfortable with the ACTS method of praying,
we will try other types of small group prayers. We also plan on
recording our prayer requests, so we can give glory to God for
the answers! We look forward to praying with you!
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PEOPLE continued...
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Southwestern Texas Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America

God’s work. Our hands.

2009 Synod Assembly

May 15-17
McAllen, Texas
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THE EAGLE COURT OF HONOR For
Mason Tate
Saturday, May 30th
1:00 p.m.

Abiding Love Lutheran Church
7210 Brush Country Rd.
Austin, Texas
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SUNDAY. MAY 1ST:
SERVING LIST Sunday School - 54

SUNDAY, MAY 17TH:
Greeters—Men’s Group (8:30) +
Men’s Group (11:00)
Acolytes—Beth Sump (8:30) + Kyle Ayoub (11:00)
Flowers—Nicholson, Shane
Worship Assistants—Kim Thonhoff (8:30) +
Denise Alaimo (11:00)
Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Greta Rymal (8:30) +
Elaine Schultz & Ruth Shane (11:00)
Council Assistant—a-Bill Nicholson

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH:
Greeters—Naomi Circle (8:30) +
Naomi Circle (11:00)
Acolytes—Kelsey Hollien (8:30) + Matthew Perry (11:00)
Flowers—McGowan, Parker
Worship Assistants—Alan Matejowsky (8:30) +
Sue Milam (11:00)
Communion Assistants—Terry & Andrea Wyatt,
Dolly Atkinson (11:00)

Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Greta Rymal (8:30) +

Ann Lunday & Helen Page (11:00)
Council Assistant—Steve Kikta

Coffee Service for May—Naomi Circle

Worship - 65 (8:30) + 96 (11:00) = 161 (Total)
*Offerings - $9,506.40 (General Fund) + $600.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$40.00 (Men’s Retreat) +
$495.00 (Synod Offering-Casa Marianella) +
$25.00 (Water to Thrive) +
$25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$50.00 (Evangelism & Outreach) +
$20.00 (Music)

SUNDAY, MAY 8TH:
Sunday School - 61
Worship - 88 (8:30) + 94 (11:00) = 182 (Total)
*Offerings - $7,903.00 (General Fund) + $1,930.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $100.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$20.00 (Men’s Retreat)
$50.00 (Casa Marianella)
$100.00 (Vacation Bible School)
$45.00 (Music Room Piano)
$738.00 (Water to Thrive)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity
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For information about trips to other destinations, contact
Karen LiBassi at 866-525-7017 or karen.libassi@thrivent.com
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Christian Service Board

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area: % 5 %, ,

( , #*A tuna or other canned meat,
cereal, and peanut butter 9* , # *. ((

I shampoo, toothbrushes, and toothpaste F

Food
antry . ! L™ # ,# 5 "™ *A e ¢ #
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Collection Bins in Reception Area—
MAY: Collecting LWR Health Kits!

Hand Towels A # ,

Washcloths A * # ,

Bath Size Bars of Soap > ,.2 , , 4,*5 ((.,4
Adult Sized Toothbrushes , 4, *( A 4,4

Sturdy Combs ( ( A4,4
Metal Nail Files or Nail Clippers with Metal File Attached
( Ad, 4 , 2 # . #ew v 2

2 # ! LA
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# 0" 4 v L #H# -2, #51 "2 2, ,

¥ , V20 (#2r
All items donated need to be new or in excellent condition. The
LWR Health Kits will be assembled from what is collected in
May. $! ,A. " , , I (¢ T#%)-91 ,
or# ,/ C (@

Give Back the Blessings!
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Make a T-shirt Quilt Class
For Middle School and High School Youth!
Anyone interested?
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Lo m
T el Middle School Youth Group News

"Our Water 2 Thrive Offerings this past Sunday were $738!!
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The next (and FINAL!) Youth Group meeting for the year will be
Sunday, May 24th after Confirmation. And, yes, we ARE meet-

ing even though it's Memorial Day Weekend. Stay tuned for
more details about that last meeting."
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Senior High Youth Group
“The R.0.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

Parents of Seniors, please start turning in your senior’s biogra-
phy. The Recognition Lunch for graduating seniors is set for
Sunday, May 31st.

May 24—6:00 p.m.—Meeting

June 20—5:00 p.m.—Next Getting Ready for the National Youth
Gathering Meeting
Bring $ for supper!

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering
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Get on board the

Friendship Train
and take a journey through the Bible

Vacation Bible School 2009
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We need volunteers

Please contact Holly Leoni
282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com
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Our next First Friday Free Movie Night is June 5th!
Make your plans to be there for free popcorn,
hotdogs, and lemonade!
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LOST: A white King James Version Bible was left in the down-
stairs classroom after the Tuesday Morning Bible Study on
April 14th. Please return Bible to the Hazeldean Dumler or the
Church Office if you have found it.

The May issue of “The Vista” will be available on the synod
website by May 1st. Go to www.synod.org, then select Publica-
tions and Newsletters. The May issue will not be printed and

mailed to the subscriber mailing addresses.
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Children’s Center Corner
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Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel - Thursdays 9:45 A.M.

Whenever we worship - you are invited!
Weekly chapel is an important part of the
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel
is led by the pastors and uses the Chapel
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are
always welcome to attend.

Upcoming Chapel Themes:

May 21: Jesus Teaches Us To Love Our Neighbor (The Good
Samaritan)

May 28: Jesus Teaches Us About Giving (Widow’s Mite)

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement
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MOVING ON THROUGH LIFE!
Part 5

WOW! It has been a busy year for Abiding Love! There were
our Lenten and Easter activities, our church-wide Garage Sale,
Women’s and Men'’s Retreats, and the Financial Peace Univer-
sity (FPU) classes. We have met with Kairos and Associates’
consultants and spent time reflecting with thankfulness our 29
years of life as Abiding Love Lutheran Church, and are consid-
ering our future goals.
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If you missed Abiding Love’s first FPU class, we encourage
you and your family and friends to attend the next session be-

ginning May 31. L - .4, ',
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It is never too early to teach children about money. F . **
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o learn more about Financial Peace University classes, #
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“God has given gifts to each of you...Manage them well so
God’s generosity can flow through you.” * ? -

-
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Dear God, help me to always be a good Steward for all the gifts
you have given me. Help me to trust in you to provide for my
needs knowing | will always have plenty left over to share.
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Little Windows
Mark Weems & Julee Glaub

An evening of
Traditional Irish and Appalachian
songs and tunes

Saturday, May 23rd at 7:30 p.m.
First English Lutheran Church
& ()
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Tickets at the door: $15

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Carmichael
are proud to announce the Graduation
of their daughters...

Megan Dawn and Sarah Xay
From Yoakum High School
Oon May 29, 2009

Both will graduate with honors, in the top 10 of
their class of 97, and as members of the Na-
tional Honor Society.

While they have received several offers to play
softball at several universities ,their plans in-
clude attending Texas Lutheran University in
Seguin in the ‘Fall as members of the Softball
team there. They feel this is the place for them
and as Sarvah put it, “we feel (ike we just belong
on the campus.”

Sarah plans to follow a course of study that will
lead her to be a High School Softball Coach and

Teacher.

Megan is going to register as an undecided ma-
jor at this time but has several ideas where she

would (ike to be. She will be seeking which is the
one best suited to her.

We give thanks and glory to God for all that he
has done in making these accomplishments pos-
sible and for being present in their [ives!

We thank you for being a part of their (ives
and wanted you to know of this event and the
accomplishments they have achieved (some of
which you may have been part of).

We ask that you continue to bless them with
your prayers as they begin this new chapter in
their (ives!
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E ucation Bible Schoo

Arts & Craft items needed:

Construction Paper (any color)

Hair nets (any color)

Card Stock (white)

Markers (all colors)

Stickers (religious)

Ribbon (brown)

Plastic Baskets with small holes (any color)
White sheets

Fabric markers (all colors)

Glue

Foam glue

Staplers & Staples

Large cardboard boxes (preferably TV or appliance)

If you can donate any of these items please contact Holly Leoni
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Veluntears are il necaR

VBS is such a great ministry of our church.
Not only do our members attend, but children from the community,
as well as the Children's Center attend.
Please consider volunteering your time & get on board the Friendship Train!
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