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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 
Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
              2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
              Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
              Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
              2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
              4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Communion will not be served on 
Sunday, May 17th. Holy Communion will be 
served at the Contemporary Worship Service 
on Sunday, May 24th, 11:00 a.m. 

The Tie That Binds 

Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, 
June 7 through Friday, June 12th. See 
pages 5 and 8 for more details. 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 

 

The Annual Abiding Love Women’s Retreat was held April 24th—26th, at Camp Lone 
Star near LaGrange. Fifty-two women attended. 



 
 
 
A Sometimes Overlooked Church-Year 
              Holiday (Holy Day) 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

On our Church-Year Calendar, Thursday, May 21st, is “The  
Ascension of Our Lord”. 
 

Since it doesn’t fall on a Sunday, it can very easily be overlooked. I 
am thankful for the following article that has helped me in my 
continued appreciation for this event in the life of our risen Lord 
Jesus Christ. I hope that it will do the same for you, and that you 
attach it to your weekly calendar and pause on May 21st to 
celebrate The Ascension: 
 

“Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And 
they worshipped him…” (Luke 24:50-52) 
 

“The ascension of Jesus is hardly regarded by most American 
Christians as a primary religious holiday. We generally find little 
meaning in it because we find little personal application in it. 
 

Our first error, of course, is to place so much importance on 
ourselves. An event does not have to involve us in order to be 
important to be celebrated. The fact is that Christ’s ascension is one 
part of the larger truth of his exaltation, and his exaltation is a 
prominent theme in the New Testament. 
 

The exaltation of Jesus completes his victory. It is also understood as 
a symbol of his vindication. It relocates him in his rightful place—the 
side of the Father, from which he had come in order to save us. We 
love to recall his birth in a manger, but that is not where he belongs. 
We give thanks for his death on the cross, but that, too, is not where 
he belongs. Our greatest celebration should be of his ascension: for it 
represents his return to the place where he really belongs.  
In the meantime, there is an element of personal application in this 
holiday, as well. The ascension marks the end of his ministry, and the 
beginning of ours!” And we have his promise, “I am with you 
always!” (Matthew 28:20) 
 

Prayer:  “Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, 
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully 
give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the 
end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.” 
 

                                                         —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 
 

Summer Vacation  
 
When did I start to not think of the entire 
summer as vacation? 
 

I know as a child that was my joy. That the whole summer 
was vacation and that I was going to play every day! Sud-
denly, I’ve grown up. Summer now consists of regular work 
days with a planned vacation somewhere in the middle of it 
all. The days seem to be long and, of course, hot.  
 

As the seasons turn, I don’t see summer in the same bright 
light that I used to. In an attempt to re-capture our child 
like understanding of summer – we at Abiding Love intro-
duce the Summer Styles of Worship Celebrations! Each 
Sunday at the 11:00 service we will explore an emerging 
worship style. You won’t want to miss it! It will be designed 
to touch your heart and soul. As you see summer approach-
ing, remember; God vacations with us!  
 

See you in church!  
 

Pastor Lynnae 

The Tie That Binds 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 17TH: 
“Sixth Sunday of Easter” 
             
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98:1-9 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
 
BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 24TH: 
“Seventh Sunday of Easter” 
 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1:1-6 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 

Summer Styles of Worship 

 
This summer Abiding Love introduces new 
emerging worship styles! The Summer Styles of 
Worship Calendar begins June 7th for the 11:00 
a.m. service and includes: 
 

Kindermass 
A service to celebrate the children of our congregation.  
 

Cutting Edge Contemporary Service 
Utilizing video and Powerpoint, this service will involve the youth 
and encourage spirited celebrations. 
 

Contemplative Service 
Designed to be simple, with brief texts and repetitive songs that 
help to penetrate beneath our cognitive minds and into our hearts.  
 

Classical Celebration 
With classical music such as Bach and Handel! 
 

Cultural Service 
Polka, Jazz, Cowboy or Gospel? You'll just have to come and see! 
 

Be a part of these exciting worship styles this summer! 

You Are Invited! 
 

Early Morning Prayer Group 

for women and men 

meeting every Thursday 

7:15 — 8:15 a.m. 

in the Sanctuary 
 

We will begin using the acronym A.C.T.S. for 
wholesome prayer: 
 

                  A—Adoration 
                  C—Confession 
                  T—Thankfulness 
                  S—Supplication 

 

When we are comfortable with the ACTS method of praying, 
we will try other types of small group prayers. We also plan on 
recording our prayer requests, so we can give glory to God for 
the answers! We look forward to praying with you! 
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HOME FROM DAY SURGERY:  Bobbie Sawtelle 
                                                     Charlie Lunday   
 
SCHEDULED FOR EYE SURGERY: Clarie Streng Broste (May 18) 
 
SCHEDULED FOR SURGERY:  Evelyn Fuelberg (May 14) 
 
HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Edna Graeber 
                                                     Kay Nicholson  
                                                     Ron Duncan 
 
HOME FROM HEALTH CARE CENTER:  Travis Koehler 
 
DEATH:  Harlan Luedecke, brother to Pete Luedecke. 
                                  uncle to David Luedecke,  
                                  cousin to Rosa Hatfield 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Alan Matejowsky 
** Marilyn Segner 
** Carolyn Johnson 
** Amber Karley 
** Blake Johnson 
** Jesse & Marilyn Essinger 
** Neilynn Hebert 
** Al Metz                     
** B.L. Parker 
** Johnnie Strickland 
** Dolly Atkinson 
** Harley Fetterman 
** Keith Beasley 
** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** Susan Nickerson (Marilyn & Jesse Essinger’s daughter) 
** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin) 
** Marsha & Charles Donovan (Laurie’s parents) 
** Trisha Drake (Philip’s sister) 
** Margaret Young (Marilyn Segner’s aunt) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
              (Hazeldean’s son) 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

Frank & Linda McArver have transferred their membership to St. 
Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. “We thank God for our time 
with Frank and Linda.” 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

College Graduates, please send us your information, so we can 
publish it in the next newsletter. 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
May 18—Frances Brooks, Kathy Grimm, 
               Daniel Meier 
May 19—Rodger Buie, Sr. 
May 20—Richard Ryon, Liam Shane 
May 24—Natalie Kuhl, Phillip Olson, Jeri Lyn Sump 
May 25—Andie Jones, Julie Lopez, B.L. Parker 
May 26—Kelsey Hollien, David Wood 
May 27—Jerald Segner 
May 28—Joe Hebert, Al Metz, Annie Verzwyvelt 
May 29—Brad Haas 
May 30—Jessica Hartzer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend! 
 

THE EAGLE COURT OF HONOR FOR 
 

Mason Tate 
 

Saturday, May 30th  
1:00 p.m.  

Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
7210 Brush Country Rd. 

Austin, Texas 
 

Brief reception to follow in the Activity Center 
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PEOPLE continued… 
 

In the Picture! 
 
Have you seen the new “It’s ALL About Love” collage of pictures 
from our Pictorial Directory hanging in the Cross-Wall Reception 
Area? Check it out! 
 

Austin Conference Meeting Report 
 
Laurie Donovan, Philip Drake, Reggie & Steve Kikta, and Joel  
Lehmann served as our lay delegates at the Austin Conference 
Meeting on May 3rd at First English Lutheran Church. Pastor   
Lynnae Sorensen was thanked for her faithful service as  
Conference Dean. Pastor Fred Krebs, Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Austin, was elected to succeed her. 

 

2009 Synod Assembly 
May 15-17 

McAllen, Texas 
 

Our Delegates:   Laurie Donovan 
                            Philip Drake 
                            Joel Lehmann 
                            Pastor David Fetter 
                            Pastor Lynnae Sorensen 

 
“Congratulations!” to Erika Shane who earned a 
Masters Degree in Animal Science from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, St. Paul. Erika is the daughter of 
Ruth & Mike Shane. 

 

Southwestern Texas Synod 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America 

 

God’s work. Our hands. 



 
 
 
 

Imagine Yourself DEBT FREE 
 

Financial Peace University is a 13-week, video-based small group 
study that teaches families how to beat debt, build wealth, and give 
like never before.  
Free Preview: 
May 17—9:50 a.m. & 12:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary 
Class Begins:   
May 31—1:30 to 3:30 p.m., in the Activity Center 
For more information, call Philip Drake, 892-2978 or 731-5706, or 
go to:  www.daveramsey.com 

MAY ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 

NIA CLASS—Sat., May 16, 9:00 a.m. 
                      Sat., May 23, 9:00 a.m. 
PROPERTY WORKDAY—Sat., May 16, 8:00 a.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY FREE PREVIEWS— 
                                               Sun., May 17, 9:50 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. 
SR. HIGH R.O.C.K. YOUTH GROUP—Sun., May 17, 6:00 p.m. 
GAMES & FELLOWSHIP—Mon., May 18, 9:30 a.m. 
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., May 18, 1:30 p.m. 
                             Mon., May 25—closed for Memorial Day 
SARAH CIRCLE—Mon., May 18, 7:00 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., May 18, 7:00 p.m. 
MEN’S BREAKFAST—Tue., May 19, 6:20 a.m. 
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., May 19, 7:00 a.m. 
                                                       Tue., May 26, 7:00 a.m. 
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., May 19, 10:30 a.m. 
                           Tue., May 26, 10:30 a.m. 
RUTH CIRCLE—Tue., May 19, 7:00 p.m. 
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP—Wed., May 20, 7:00 p.m. 
SUMMER WORSHIP PLANNING—Wed., May 20, 7:00 p.m. 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., May 21, 9:30 a.m. 
                                             Thu., May 28, 9:30 a.m. 
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., May 21, 9:45 a.m.      
                                                        Thu., May 28, 9:45 a.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., May 21, 7:30 p.m. 
                                      Thu., May 28, 7:30 p.m. 
7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION—Sun., May 24, 3:00 p.m. 
MIDDLE SCHOOLYOUTH GROUP—Sun., May 24, 4:30 p.m. 
MEMORIAL DAY—Mon., May 25—Church Office Closed 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., May 26, 7:00 p.m. 
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.— 
                                                                    Tue., May 26, 7:00 p.m. 
GOLF TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE—Wed., May 27, 6:30 p.m. 
CHILDREN’S CENTER GRADUATION PROGRAM— 
                                                                   Wed., May 27, 7:00 p.m. 
PRAYER GROUP—Thu., May 21, 7:15 a.m. 
                                Thu., May 28, 7:15 a.m. 
WORSHIP PLANNING—Thu., May 28, 6:40  p.m. 
VBS VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION/TRAINING— 
                                                                       Sat., May 30, 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Update from Kairos and Associates 
 

Last week, Pastor Jeff Kjellberg was in Austin for a couple of days. 
We had several very productive meetings, and Pastor Jeff was able 
to help us organize and prepare a plan to move forward with the 
recommendations from Kairos. Here is an overview of the initial 
steps: 
 

Recommendation #1 - Develop a comprehensive and on-gonig 
Stewardship Ministry 
The Stewardship Ministry Team has been formed. They will be 
working with Pastor Jeff Kjellberg to develop a long term and com-
prehensive Stewardship Ministry plan for Abiding Love. The team 
members are: Reggie Kikta, Kurt Rech, Bill Brophy, Greta Rymal, 
Denise Alaimo, Jeri Lyn Sump, Joel Lehman and Beth Frisch. More 
info to follow from this team as things take shape. 
 

Recommendation #2 - Launch a Capital Appeal 
At this time, this recommendation is not being addressed. We feel 
that first we need to start the foundation of the Stewardship Ministry 
plan and establish a vision around 3 of the bold steps Kairos identi-
fied in the visioning workshop in February and the listening groups 
in March (recommendation #3). 
 

Recommendation #3 - Establish a clearly articulated vision around 
the following bold steps: 1. Re-Imagining Sunday Mornings, 2. Re-
Invigorating Children & Youth Ministries and 3. Re-Focus Commu-
nity Outreach.The Mission Resource Team has also been formed. 
This team will be working with Pastor Jana Swenson to move for-
ward on the recommendations from Kairos, specifically overseeing 
Recommendation #3 at this time. The team members are: Diane 
Albin, Bob Thonhoff, Nader Ayoub, Murray Collins, Diane 
McGowan and Sue Milam. We are currently forming teams to ad-
dress the above 3 bold steps. If you are interested in participating in 
any of these teams, please let me know. 
 

This is an exciting time for Abiding Love as we celebrate the past 
and plan with purpose for the future. As we move forward, we will 
keep you informed of the progress through announcements on Sun-
day mornings, emails and updates in the newsletter. If you ever 
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Peace, 
Diane Albin 
301-9059 

New Small Group! 
Creating Treasures, Trading Ideas & Feeding Your Soul 

Friday, May 15 
7:30 p.m. — ?  

in Downstairs Classroom 
 

** Do you dream of giving handmade gifts for Christmas and 
    birthdays?  
** Do you like to decorate your home with your own creations? 
** Or do you simply enjoy spending down time making some- 
    thing with your favorite craft supplies and special friends?  
 

At this first meeting, we will have teachers to help you get started 
knitting or crocheting, if you so choose! Or, you can bring whatever 
you want to work on—beading, scrap-booking, stamping, quilting, 
painting, etc.! Then, at 8:00 p.m., we will have a short devotion and 
presentation about our Prayer Shawl Ministry.  
 

For future sessions, we are looking for people to share their ideas, 
to teach others, and/or lead devotions for tasty conversation during 
these monthly treasure-making sessions. In the near future, we will 
publish an agenda with more meeting dates and featured crafts. 
 

If you are interested in participating, please call Joan Hokanson at 
church, 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m., 892-4040; or at home, 892-4139 or 
963-1708. 
 

So get your crafting supplies together, and be ready to come to our 
first session on May 15th!  
 

Everyone welcome! Young and old!  Men and women! 

                      Book Discussion Group 
                                 7:00 p.m. in the Library 

This month’s Wednesday Read and Discuss Group: 
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by  
Alexander McCall Smith. 
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* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 1ST: 
Sunday School - 54 
Worship - 65 (8:30)  +  96 (11:00)  =  161 (Total) 
*Offerings - $9,506.40 (General Fund)  +  $600.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $40.00 (Men’s Retreat)  + 
                            $495.00 (Synod Offering-Casa Marianella)  + 
                            $25.00 (Water to Thrive)  + 
                            $25.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $50.00 (Evangelism & Outreach)  + 
                            $20.00 (Music)               

SUNDAY, MAY 8TH: 
Sunday School - 61 
Worship - 88 (8:30)  +  94 (11:00)  =  182 (Total) 
*Offerings - $7,903.00 (General Fund)  +  $1,930.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $100.00 (ELCA Hunger)  + 
                            $20.00 (Men’s Retreat) 
                            $50.00 (Casa Marianella) 
                            $100.00 (Vacation Bible School) 
                            $45.00 (Music Room Piano) 
                            $738.00 (Water to Thrive) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

 

Christian Service Board 
 

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area:  We are  always in need of 
protein items like tuna or other canned meat,  
cereal, and peanut butter. Clients really appreciate 
the shampoo, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. If 
you have questions or would like to volunteer, please 
contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 

 

Collection Bins in Reception Area— 
 

MAY:  Collecting LWR Health Kits! 
 

Hand Towels (dark colors recommended)  
Washcloths (dark colors recommended)  
Bath Size Bars of Soap (4.5 oz., any brand, in original wrapping) 
Adult Sized Toothbrushes (in original packaging) 
Sturdy Combs (remove packaging) 
Metal Nail Files or Nail Clippers with Metal File Attached 
(remove packaging) and (Please do not substitute cardboard emery 
boards for the metal files.)  
Bandaids (or Similar Brands- Preferably 1/2" to 3/4" and Please 
secure together in sets of 6 bandaids with a rubber band. Do not 
leave in the box, if possible.)  
All items donated need to be new or in excellent condition. The 
LWR Health Kits will be assembled from what is collected in 
May. Thank you, in advance, for your support of this WELCA and 
Christian Service Board project.  
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity 
 

Travel to Eagle Butte, SD, August 9-15 to help Native Americans 
renovate or build reservation homes! As a part of the Thrivent Builds 
with Habitat program, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans provides a 
donation of $500 to the local Eagle Butte Habitat for each member 
who participates.  

 

Thrivent benefit member cost reduced from $925 to $310  
Associate member and non-member cost reduced from $1205 to 

$910 (costs exclude transportation to South Dakota)  
Deadline to register is May 15.  

Contact Layne Hoppe at 830-557-5710 or lhoppe@satxrr.com  
For information about trips to other destinations, contact  

Karen LiBassi at 866-525-7017 or karen.libassi@thrivent.com  
 

Karen LiBassi  
Lutheran Engagement Associate Texas Region  

1-866-525-7017 Toll Free  
3121 Maple Avenue, Waco, TX 76707  

Direct: 254-235-1779  
Fax: 254-235-1779  
Cell: 682-429-4975  

Email: karen.libassi@thrivent.com  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
(Accounts Reconciled as of 4/30/09) 
 

                                                                 Jan-09             Feb-09               Mar-09               Apr-09 
General/Debt Fund Offerings                $30, 210           $34,198             $48,018             $37,561 
Interest Earned                                               25                     14                      11                      10 
General/Debt Fund Expenses               -44, 400            - 41,045             - 42,327             - 45,023 
Net Income (Loss)                               ($ 14,165)         ($  6,833)            $  5,702            ($  7,452) 
 

This year-to-date Activity brings our Combined General/Debt Fund Reserves to $34,948.  
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SERVING LIST 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 17TH: 
Greeters—Men’s Group (8:30)  + 
                 Men’s Group (11:00) 
Acolytes—Beth Sump (8:30)  +  Kyle Ayoub (11:00) 
Flowers—Nicholson, Shane 
Worship Assistants—Kim Thonhoff (8:30)  + 
                               Denise Alaimo (11:00) 
Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Greta Rymal (8:30)  + 
                    Elaine Schultz & Ruth Shane (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Bill Nicholson 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 24TH: 
Greeters—Naomi Circle (8:30)  + 
                 Naomi Circle (11:00) 
Acolytes—Kelsey Hollien (8:30)  +  Matthew Perry (11:00) 
Flowers—McGowan, Parker 
Worship Assistants—Alan Matejowsky (8:30)  + 
                               Sue Milam (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Terry & Andrea Wyatt,  
                                     Dolly Atkinson (11:00) 
Altar Guild—Margaret Dove & Greta Rymal (8:30)  + 
                    Ann Lunday & Helen Page (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Steve Kikta 
 
Coffee Service for May—Naomi Circle 



 
Dear Marty,  
 

My sister owes me $50 (plus interest) from all the money I’ve 

let her borrow. Plus, I always do her chores when she is busy 

and she won’t do anything for me OR pay me back. What 

should I do?  
 

Sincerely, a loving brother 

 

 
Dear brother,  
 

You are very nice to your sister! 
I really don’t think we ever make 
‘loans’ to family, we make gifts. 
Also, remember the Old Testament 

tells us that we shouldn’t charge interest for 
personal gain. Maybe you will have to set some 
boundaries about what you will and will not do 
for her, but I think you and your sister just 
need to give each other time. 
 

Signed,  
Martin  

 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
Parents of Seniors, please start turning in your senior’s biogra-
phy. The Recognition Lunch for graduating seniors is set for 
Sunday, May 31st. 
 
May 24—6:00 p.m.—Meeting 
 
June 20—5:00 p.m.—Next Getting Ready for the National Youth 
                                   Gathering Meeting 
                                   Bring $ for supper! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 22-26, 2009 

 
 

Middle School Youth Group News 
 
 

"Our Water 2 Thrive Offerings this past Sunday were $738!! 
That brings our total to $2482.25!  We'll have that well built before 
we know it - Praise the Lord! You also did a fantastic job on Sunday 
honoring our Mothers.  
 

The next (and FINAL!) Youth Group meeting for the year will be 
Sunday, May 24th after Confirmation. And, yes, we ARE meet-
ing even though it's Memorial Day Weekend. Stay tuned for 
more details about that last meeting." 
 

                                               Reported by Sponsor, Jeri Lyn Sump      

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 

  

Our next First Friday Free Movie Night is June 5th! 
Make your plans to be there for free popcorn,  
hotdogs, and lemonade! 

 

Vacation Bible School 2009 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

 

June 7th – 11th  
6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Children ages 3 years – 5th grade 

 
 

Please contact Holly Leoni 
282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com 

 

5 

www.friendshiptrain.com 

Make a T-shirt Quilt Class  
For Middle School and High School Youth! 

Anyone interested? 
 

You will need 6 to 12 T-shirts with logos and some 
fabric. The amount of fabric depends on the size of 
the shirt. In the first session, we will cut the shirts 
and design the quilt. We have a few extra sewing 
machines, but most participants will need to bring 
their own sewing machines for the second and third sessions.  
 

Anyone interested should contact Karen Huddleston by phone 301-
1402 or email karenhudd@yahoo.com and we will see what dates 
would work out. Diane McGowan will be teaching this class! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ To everyone who donated to the offering for Casa Marianella 

that will be given at the Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly 
in McAllen, May 16-17. 

 
♦ To all the men and youth who attended and worked at the 11th 

Annual Men’s Work Retreat at Camp Chrysalis, May 2-4. We 
had a total of 23 participants. 

 
♦ To everyone who prayed during our observance of National 

Day of Prayer on May 7th. We had 16 participants come to our 
Sanctuary to pray! Special thanks to our hostesses: Cindy 
Atwell, Nanette Dew, Tammy Santos, Kim Thohnoff, Jeri Lyn 
Sump, and Joan Hokanson. 

 
♦ To our Middle School youth who honored mothers on Sunday, 

May 10th, and for their skit for Water to Thrive! 
 
♦  To everyone who donated funds for the Water to Thrive well! 

Donations totaled $738, plus an anonymous donor will match 
that donation. 

 
♦ To the Adult Choristers for their musical offerings on Sunday, 

May 3rd at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, and on May 10th, 
at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service. 

 
♦ To the Mixed Blessings for leading worship on Sunday, May 

10th at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, and to Tom Hokanson 
for his song, “It’s ALL About Love, Love, Love”. 

 
♦ To Kyle Ayoub for his tuba solo at both worship services on 

Sunday, May 10th. 
 
♦ To Jill Hokanson for her temple-talks on Casa Marianella, Aus-

tin, at both Sunday Worship Services on May 3rd. 
 
♦ To Elizabeth Collins and Jeri Lyn Sump for sponsoring the Mid-

dle School Event on Saturday, May 9th, to prepare for the 
Mother’s Day gifts, and recognition, as well as the Water to 
Thrive Project presentations. 

 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., May 27th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Tue., May 26th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
 

LOST:  A white King James Version Bible was left in the down-
stairs classroom after the Tuesday Morning Bible Study on 
April 14th. Please return Bible to the Hazeldean Dumler or the 
Church Office if you have found it. 
 

The May issue of “The Vista” will be available on the synod 
website by May 1st. Go to www.synod.org, then select Publica-
tions and Newsletters. The May issue will not be printed and 
mailed  to the subscriber mailing addresses. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love 
with our community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate 
the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 
• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 

joyfully and freely to the Lord; 
 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Center Corner 
 
A few of the children have discovered that I keep a box filled with 
Lifesavers on my desk. One of the teachers recently brought Lucy to 
me who was crying the biggest crocodile tears you ever saw. I took 
her on my lap and began to ask, “Lucy, what’s the matter? Does 
your tummy hurt? Does your ear hurt? Did someone hurt your feel-
ings?”  
 

And over and over the answer was, “No.”  
 

Finally, as I often do, I asked Lucy for her diagnosis. “Lucy, do you 
know what would make you feel better?”  
 

She nodded affirmatively and said, “A Lifesaver.”  
 

Sure enough, that was just what the doctor ordered. I smiled as she 
skipped out of my office and thought to myself, “I’m so glad Jesus is 
my Lifesaver.” He turns my sadness into joy. 
 
                                                          Donna Eastty 
                                                          Director 
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Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel – Thursdays 9:45 A.M. 
 

Whenever we worship – you are invited!  
Weekly chapel is an important part of the  
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel 
is led by the pastors and uses the Chapel  
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are  
always welcome to attend.  
 

Upcoming Chapel Themes:   

  May 21:  Jesus Teaches Us To Love Our Neighbor (The Good 
                Samaritan) 
  May 28:  Jesus Teaches Us About Giving (Widow’s Mite) 



MOVING ON THROUGH LIFE!  
Part 5  

 

WOW! It has been a busy year for Abiding Love! There were 
our Lenten and Easter activities, our church-wide Garage Sale, 
Women’s and Men’s Retreats, and the Financial Peace Univer-
sity (FPU) classes. We have met with Kairos and Associates’ 
consultants and spent time reflecting with thankfulness our 29 
years of life as Abiding Love Lutheran Church, and are consid-
ering our future goals.  
 

In our FPU class, we learned how to achieve financial goals and 
peace in our lives by using the same simple, basic principals which 
have been taught and lived since Old Testament times. And, just as 
Abiding Love is preparing for the future, it is suggested that we do 
the same for our lives.  
 

If you missed Abiding Love’s first FPU class, we encourage 
you and your family and friends to attend the next session be-
ginning May 31. Families and individuals, young and old, can learn 
the spiritual aspects of work and money, through saving, spending, 
and giving.  
 

It is never too early to teach children about money. If you are a 
parent, grandparent or godparent, FPU has a great program and 
cool tools to help create healthy money management habits.These 
tools teach young people how to save money, use cash for pur-
chases, earn money for the things they want or need to buy, and 
plan for college and their future.  
 

To learn more about Financial Peace University classes, see 
page 5 in this newsletter or visit www.DaveRamsey.com. Dave was 
a successful man at 26 who lost it all at age 30. He rebuilt his finan-
cial life and now teaches “How to Successfully Manage Your Fi-
nances, Achieve Success and a Closer Walk with God by Sharing 
Your Financial Blessings and Peace with Your Church and Those in 
Need”  and much more. 
 

“God has given gifts to each of you…Manage them well so 
God’s generosity can flow through you.” (1 Peter 4:10)  
 

Dear God, help me to always be a good Steward for all the gifts 
you have given me. Help me to trust in you to provide for my 
needs knowing I will always have plenty left over to share. 
 
                                                         by Annette Smith 
                                                         Membership Care Board 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry CarmichaelMr. and Mrs. Terry CarmichaelMr. and Mrs. Terry CarmichaelMr. and Mrs. Terry Carmichael    

are proud to announce the Graduation are proud to announce the Graduation are proud to announce the Graduation are proud to announce the Graduation 
of their daughters…of their daughters…of their daughters…of their daughters…    

Megan Dawn and Sarah KayMegan Dawn and Sarah KayMegan Dawn and Sarah KayMegan Dawn and Sarah Kay    
From Yoakum HighFrom Yoakum HighFrom Yoakum HighFrom Yoakum High School School School School    

On May 29, 2009On May 29, 2009On May 29, 2009On May 29, 2009    
 
Both will graduate with honors, in the top 10 of 
their class of 97, and as members of the Na-
tional Honor Society. 
 
While they have received several offers to play 
softball at several universities ,their plans in-
clude attending Texas Lutheran University in 
Seguin in the Fall as members of the Softball 
team there. They feel this is the place for them 
and as Sarah put it, “we feel like we just belong 
on the campus.” 
 
Sarah plans to follow a course of study that will 
lead her to be a High School Softball Coach and 
Teacher. 
 
Megan is going to register as an undecided ma-
jor at this time but has several ideas where she 
would like to be. She will be seeking which is the 
one best suited to her.  
 
We give thanks and glory to God for all that he 
has done in making these accomplishments pos-
sible and for being present in their lives! 
 
We thank you for being a part of their lives 
and wanted you to know of this event and the 
accomplishments they have achieved  (some of 
which you may have been part of). 
 
We ask that you continue to bless them with 
your prayers as they begin this new chapter in 
their lives! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Note: Terry served as our Lay Associate in ministry from 
1989 to 2002.) 
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Little Windows 
Mark Weems & Julee Glaub 

 

An evening of  

Traditional Irish and Appalachian 

songs and tunes 
 

Saturday, May 23rd at 7:30 p.m. 
 

First English Lutheran Church 

3001 Whitis Avenue 
Austin, Texas 
512-478-1933 

 

Tickets at the door:  $15 
 

www.felaustin.org 
www.littlewindows.net 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Arts & Craft items needed:  

Construction Paper (any color) 
Hair nets (any color) 
Card Stock (white) 
Markers (all colors) 
Stickers (religious) 
Ribbon (brown) 
Plastic Baskets with small holes (any color) 
White sheets 
Fabric markers (all colors) 
Glue 
Foam glue 
Staplers & Staples 
Large cardboard boxes (preferably TV or appliance) 

 
If you can donate any of these items please contact Holly Leoni 

 
282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

VBS is such a great ministry of our church. 
Not only do our members attend, but children from the community,   

as well as the Children’s Center attend. 
Please consider volunteering your time & get on board the Friendship Train! 

 
Contact Holly Leoni @  282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com 
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