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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 

Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
              2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
              Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
              Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
              2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
              4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

 
 
Holy Communion will be at both worship 
services on Sunday, May 3rd, and at the 
Contemporary Worship Service on 
Sunday, May 10th, 11:00 a.m. 

The Tie That Binds 

 

Vacation Bible School 2009 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

 

June 7th – 11th  
6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Children ages 3 years – 5th grade 

 
 

Please contact Holly Leoni 
282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com 

 

www.friendshiptrain.com 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Austin Conference Synod Offering for 
Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly, 
May 16 & 17, 2009 in McAllen, Texas 

 

Our Congregation Council has  
approved our receiving a special  
offering this Sunday, May 3rd, at  

both worship services  for  
Casa Marianella in Austin, Texas.  

 
For more information, see page 3. 



 
 

 
 
  REPENTANCE & FORGIVENESS 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
In our Confirmation Class of 7th & 8th grade youth on Sunday after-
noon, I asked the question:  “What is repentance?” One of the 
youth quickly answered:  “It’s turning away from our sin.” 
 

I then asked her:  “If we turn away from sin, what do we turn to?” 
 

She thought for awhile and answered:  “We turn to God for         
forgiveness!” 
 

Paul said it so well:  “While we were still in our sins, Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:8)  You need only repent, turn away from yourself 
and your ways, and believe that Jesus Christ died for you, for your 
sin, for your guilt. 
 

This we can be sure of:  when we do in fact turn away from our sins 
in repentance, there is something to turn to.  God welcomes us and 
God will not turn us down. 
 

Here’s a wonderful story I read this week: 
 

A small boy had been naughty, and his mother punished him and put him 
to bed. In bed he said, “Now you go away Mommy, I want to talk to God.”  
She asked, “Is there something you want to say to God that you don’t 
want me to hear?  ”He said, “No, Mommy, it isn’t that exactly; it’s just 
that if I pray to God and ask his forgiveness, he will forgive me and forget 
it.  But if you stay and listen, you will keep remembering and reminding 
me of it.” 
 

God is even better than a Mommy on this score.  God is so marvelous and 
great.  We don’t deserve it, and God knows it, but God will give us for-
giveness anyway.  There is a beautiful new life waiting for you just around 
the corner of repentance, and you are invited to turn that corner. 
 

God says:  “You want it? You’ve got it! You’re forgiven!”  
 

Thanks be to God! 
 
                                                         —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 
 

                             Humility... 
 
From Pastor Lynnae 
 
“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consola-
tion from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 
and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each 
of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests 
of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus.” Philippians 2:1-5  
 

My grandmother used to say that she didn’t have wrinkles, 
she had laugh lines. In this world and time of ‘youthfulness’ 
and ‘Botox’, it is truly a counter cultural statement. No one 
wants wrinkles, but maybe we all need a few ‘laugh lines’.  
Humility is a quality that is often overlooked. Some think 
that humility is weak and powerless. Jesus showed us at 
the cross that what looks weak actually has the greatest 
power. Humility laughs in the face of pride and aggression. 
Humility probably gives a person many – lines.  
 

Go ahead, laugh. 

The Tie That Binds 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 3RD: 

“Fourth Sunday of Easter” 

              

Acts 4:5-12 

Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18             

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 10TH: 

“Fifth Sunday of Easter” 

 

Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8       

 

“For this is what the Lord has commanded us, 
saying, ’I have made you a light for the 
Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the 
ends of the earth.’”  —Acts 13:47 
 
 

Can you name 1, 2, or 3 ways in which you 
are helping to bring salvation to the ends of 

the earth? I’m sure you can. Write them down. 
 

During this month, take note of the many opportunities at Abiding 
Love to let your light shine for all to see. There are many new and 
exciting small groups being formed right now. There is sure to be 
one that interests you! 
 

Join together, have fun, and let your light shine for our community 
to see God’s love at the center of your life. 
                                                     —Nancy Shugart 
                                                        Evangelism & Outreach Board 

 

                  A Special Prayer for us All 
 
“O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to 
come. At this 29th anniversary of our Congregation 
(April 20th), we reflect on your past help O Lord and 
are encouraged in our hope for the future. 
 

We praise you for keeping and sustaining your people at Abiding 
Love Lutheran Church throughout the ages and for preserving the 
preaching of your Word and the administration of your Sacraments 
among us. We praise you also for using us to touch others with the 
good news that sinners are reconciled to you through the life and 
death of Jesus Christ. 
 

Now we ask you to give us courage and hope as we move day by 
day into the future. Cause your Holy Spirit to work mightily in us 
and through us, so that we may grow in grace and in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Be with us as we strive 
to pass to our children the truths that have been passed on to us. 
Continue to make Abiding Love a beacon of your light in this 
world. Alleluia! Amen.” 
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HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Edna Graeber 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Carolyn Johnson 
** Alan Matejowsky 
** Marilyn Segner         
** Travis Koehler 
** Amber Karley 
** Blake Johnson 
** Jesse & Marilyn Essinger 
** Neilynn Hebert 
** Bobbie Sawtelle                      
** B.L. Parker 
** Johnnie Strickland 
** Herman Gonzalez 
** Shirley Lifsey 
** Harley Fetterman 
** Keith Beasley 
** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin) 
** Jan Guenter (Pastor Lynnae’s aunt) 
** Margaret Young (Marilyn Segner’s aunt) 
** April Moyer (Kim Thonhoff’s niece) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
              (Hazeldean’s son) 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

BAPTISMS:  Caden Douglas Wood, was baptized Sunday, April 
26 at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. Parents are Leah 
& David Wood. Sponsors:  Jonathan & Lane Harris  
Grandparents: Georgia & Lee Wood. 
 

Elizabeth Karen Joe was baptized Sunday, April 26 at 
the Abiding Love Women’s Retreat at Camp Lone Star 
by Pastor Lynnae Sorensen. Sponsors:  Nanette Dew 
and Jeri Lyn Sump. 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
 
 
 
 

Update from Kairos and Associates 
 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the initial steps of 
this process. We have much to celebrate as we look back at the 
nearly 30 years of the mission and ministry of Abiding Love. And 
now, it is time for us to prepare for the next 30 years! 
 

A “Mission Resource Team” is being formed under the direction of 
Pastor Jana Swenson. A “Stewardship Ministry Team” will soon be 
formed under the direction of Pastor Jeff Kjellberg. Various sub-
committees will, also, be formed. 
 

This emphasis will require your commitment in order to be success-
ful. As our recent Women’s Retreat used the theme— “My Cup 
Runneth Over — I Have More Than Enough to Meet My Need”, we 
trust in God’s Amazing Grace to provide all that we need! 
 

“It’s ALL about love!”  
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New Small Group! 
Creating Treasures, Trading Ideas & Feeding Your Soul 

Friday, May 15 
7:30 p.m. — ? in Downstairs Classroom 

 

** Do you dream of giving handmade gifts for Christmas and 
    birthdays?  
** Do you like to decorate your home with your own creations? 
** Or do you simply enjoy spending down time making some- 
    thing with your favorite craft supplies and special friends?  
 

At this first meeting, we will have teachers to help you get started 
knitting or crocheting, if you so choose! Or, you can bring whatever 
you want to work on—beading, scrap-booking, stamping, quilting, 
painting, etc.! Then, at 8:00 p.m., we will have a short devotion and 
presentation about our Prayer Shawl Ministry.  
 

For future sessions, we are looking for people to share their ideas, 
to teach others, and/or lead devotions for tasty conversation during 
these monthly treasure-making sessions. In the near future, we will 
publish an agenda with more meeting dates and featured crafts. 
 

If you are interested in participating, please call Joan Hokanson at 
church, 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m., 892-4040; or at home, 892-4139 or 
963-1708. 
 

So get your crafting supplies together, and be ready to come to our 
first session on May 15th!  
 

Everyone welcome! Young and old!  Men and women! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
May 3—Gina Suescun 
May 4—Dennis Baker, Derrick Krause,   
             Sparky Metz, Lauri Schattenberg,  
             Taylor Strickland 
May 5—Cindy Atwell 
May 6—Clarie Streng Broste, Jeff Page 
May 7—Holly Ayoub 
May 8—Bryce Beckman, J.D. Lewis 
May 9—Brenda Basham 
May 10—Dolly Atkinson, Josh Escobedo, Ryan Haverlah 
May 11—Margaret Borchardt, Andrew Clarkson, Kesiah Sulzbach 
May 12—Jay Hartzer, Bonnie Moore 
May 13—Dennis Broste, Denise Tharp 
May 14—Denise Alaimo, Mark Lewis, Ryan Lumsford 
May 15—David Robison 
May 16—Cheryl Adrian 

 

Austin Conference Pre-Assembly Meeting 
May 3rd, 3:00 p.m. 

First English Lutheran Church 
3000 Whitis Avenue 

Austin, TX 
Please contact Pastor Lynnae or Pastor Fetter if you are interested. 



Children’s Center Corner 
2009 PTA Spring Fundraiser 
Chippery Cookie Dough  

Friday, April 17th through Friday, May 1st 
 

There are 12 delicious gourmet flavors to choose from! 
Plus “Wholesome Collection” reduced fat cookie dough 
made with whole grain. All come in an easy to store 
box filled with 48 frozen already cut to proportion cook-
ies. All boxes sell for $13 or $14 each! 
 

Proceeds will go toward:  Physical improvements to 
the Center; equipment; classroom supplies; and 
teacher appreciation. 

 

Note:  Karen Gonzalez will be available after both Worship Services 
on Sunday, May 3rd, to take your orders. 

This month’s Wednesday Read and Discuss Group: 
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by  
Alexander McCall Smith. 

Hymn Fest and Workshop  
with Composer Marty Haugen & Rev. Susan Briehl  

at St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
606 W. 15th St., Austin 

 

Saturday, May 9, 7 p.m.—“Hymn Fest” 
A free and informal evening of sacred music, song and poetry. All 
are welcome. 
 

Saturday, May 9, from 1 to 5 p.m. 
“Turn My Heart: A Sacred Journey from Brokenness to Healing” 
Workshop with Composer Marty Haugen & Rev. Susan Briehl.  
Registration is $25. Register online at: 
http://saintmartins.org/index.php/Opportunities+for+Giving/
Online+Contributions+and+Payments 
 

These events are opportunities to reflect on how Christians have 
found deep and living words and rituals that have sustained and 
nourished them through the darkest times. 

 
 
 
 

Imagine Yourself DEBT FREE 
 

Financial Peace University is a 13-week, video-based small group 
study that teaches families how to beat debt, build wealth, and give 
like never before.  
Free Preview: 
May 17—9:50 a.m. & 12:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary 
Class Begins:   
May 31—1:30 to 3:30 p.m., in the Activity Center 
For more information, call Philip Drake, 892-2978 or 731-5706, or 
go to:  www.daveramsey.com 

National Day of Prayer 
Thursday, May 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We wait in hope for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. In him 
our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.  May your unfailing 
love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in you.”       
                                                                           ~  Psalm 33:20-22 
 

Come to Abiding Love’s Sanctuary to pray on Thurs., May 7th! 
 

We will come together for a corporate prayer at the beginning of 
each session—then silent  prayer for the remaining time of each 
session. You may come and go as your time permits:   
 

                            7:00 —8:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
6:00—7:30 p.m. 
 

Pick the time that best suits your schedule. 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

PLEASE NOTE:  National Day of Prayer will be the kick-off of a 
new early morning prayer group for women and men, meeting 
every Thursday,  7:15—8:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

We will begin using the acronym A.C.T.S. for wholesome 
prayer: 

A—Adoration 
C—Confession 
T—Thankfulness 

                            S—Supplication 

Austin Conference Synod Offering 
Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly 

 

Our Congregation Council has approved our 
receiving a special offering this Sunday, May 
3rd, at both worship services. Please use the 
pew rack envelopes and mark it “Synod Offer-
ing for Casa Marianella”. Our delegates to the 

Southwestern Texas Assembly, May 16-17 in McAllen will take 
this to the Worship Service there. 
 

This Sunday, Jill Hokanson, a member of Abiding Love who 
has worked for this faith-based organization, will speak at both 
worship services. Also, a DVD will be played in the Narthex fol-
lowing the Services. Our Austin Conference is supporting this 
ministry. The other six conferences are supporting similar  
programs that seek to make systemic change in the fight 
against  poverty in San Juan, Pharr, McAllen, and Laredo, 
Texas, as well as in Matamoras, Mexico 
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2009 SWT SYNOD ASSEMBLY OFFERING 
For Casa Marianella in Austin, Texas 

Sponsor: Board of Directors of Casa Marianella 
 

Casa Marianella is an agency that provides food, shelter, clothing, 
case management and English language classes to 500 immigrants 
and refugees each year in Austin, Texas. In addition to the shelter 
service, Casa Marianella provides advice, referrals, job leads and 
other assistance to the larger immigrant community. Until the fall of 
2007, they were frustrated in their efforts to provide more effective 
service to the community due to lack of space. In 2007 they pur-
chased a house across the street from the shelter and dedicated it 
to education and outreach. 
 

Casa Marianella has developed a program for immigrant women 
who are new in the community and have few resources. This pro-
gram teaches job skills, the English language, self esteem, and how 
to deal with abuse. In 2008 five sessions of the six-week course 
were taught. Casa Marianella would like to expand its training to 
help the women graduates of the program become leaders and 
educators in the community, and to also help them develop 
work cooperatives. 

               Project Goal: $20,000 

♦ Teacher Contract Labor $12,000 
Recruiting, Teaching, Follow-Up 
(1,000 hours at $12 per hour) 

♦ Supplies for Five 6-Week Classes $ 5,000 
Books, Planners, Child Care, etc. 

♦ CPR & Other Specialized Training $ 3,000 



 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH: 
Sunday School - 75 
Worship - 85 (8:30)  +  179 (11:00)  =  264 (Total) 
*Offerings - $5,242.76 (General Fund)  +  $475.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $5.00 (Kairos) 
                            $40.00 (Men’s Retreat)               
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH: 
Worship - 66 (8:30)  +  102 (11:00)  =  168 (Total) 
*Offerings - $6,044.00 (General Fund)  +  $735.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $200.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $120.00 (Men’s Retreat) 
                            $5.00 (Kairos) 
                            $300.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) 
 

Please Note Correction for Wednesday, April 1st: 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1ST: 
Worship - 73 
*Offerings - $308.00 (General Fund) 
                  $114.00 (Lenten Meal - Music Room Piano) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 
Christian Service Board 

Don’t Forget—May 3rd is First Sunday Food Pantry 
 

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area:  We are  al-
ways in need of protein items like tuna or other 
canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter. Clients 
really appreciate the shampoo, toothbrushes, and 
toothpaste. If you have questions or would like to 

volunteer, please contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 
 

Collection Bins in Reception Area— 
 

MAY:  Collecting LWR Health Kits! 
 

Hand Towels (dark colors recommended)  
Washcloths (dark colors recommended)  
Bath Size Bars of Soap (4.5 oz., any brand, in original wrapping) 
Adult Sized Toothbrushes (in original packaging) 
Sturdy Combs (remove packaging) 
Metal Nail Files or Nail Clippers with Metal File Attached 
(remove packaging) and (Please do not substitute cardboard emery 
boards for the metal files.)  
Bandaids (or Similar Brands- Preferably 1/2" to 3/4" and Please 
secure together in sets of 6 bandaids with a rubber band. Do not 
leave in the box, if possible.)  
All items donated need to be new or in excellent condition. The 
LWR Health Kits will be assembled from what is collected in 
May. Thank you, in advance, for your support of this WELCA and 
Christian Service Board project.  
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECYCLE DONATIONS!  
 

In addition to the used cell phones, printer cartridges, and eye 
glasses, we are also asking you to recycle your plastic and paper 
bags for our Food Pantry.  
 

Recycle and help those in need and help save our environment. 
Help the ALLC Youth and the Christian Service Board support these 
worthy causes and Give Back the Blessings! 

Membership Care Board News 
 

♥    Are you interested in becoming trained to bring communion to 
people who are home bound or hospitalized? If so,  please contact 
the Church Office, 892-4040 or abidinglove@austin.rr.com .  If you 
have a Communion Kit from past serving, please return it to the 
Worship Center Sacristy, or Church Office. 
 

♥    Do you donate blood? If so, would  you like the church to hold 
the “credit slip” so that members of the congregation could go to the 
Church Office and obtain a “credit slip” when they need blood?  
Please donate at:  
              Blood & Tissue Center of South Austin 
              4300 N. Lamar, 
              Austin, TX 78756 
              512-206-1266 
 

♥    Free workshops are offered on the following topics. Please con-
tact the Church Office if you are interested in: 
              1.  Hearing problems 
              2.  Emergency alert for shut-ins 
              3.  Helping senior citizens stay in their homes in spite of
                            physical limitations 
You will be notified of an exact date when sufficient interest has 
been determined. 
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Did You Know? 
 

♦ In 2008 we collected 440 Cell Phones, 206 Printer Cartridges 
and 107 Eye Glasses!  

♦ As of the end of March 2009 we have collected 58 Printer    
Cartridges, 20 Cell Phones, and 26 Eye Glasses.  

♦ Teaming up with the many "RECYCLERS" in the Austin area  
helped provide in excess of 24,000 meals in 2008 for the    
Capital Area Food Bank and our ALLC Food Pantry. 

♦ Megabyte Express Printing and Lens Crafters are our partners 
who distribute these items for the needy in order for them to  
become $$$s for those less fortunate.  

♦ Remembering to recycle these items helps "Stamp Out Hunger" 
and continues to "Give Back the Blessings!"  

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity 
 

Travel to Eagle Butte, SD, August 9-15 to help Native Americans 
renovate or build reservation homes! As a part of the Thrivent Builds 
with Habitat program, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans provides a 
donation of $500 to the local Eagle Butte Habitat for each member 
who participates.  

 

Thrivent benefit member cost reduced from $925 to $310  
Associate member and non-member cost reduced from $1205 to 

$910 (costs exclude transportation to South Dakota)  
Deadline to register is May 15.  

Contact Layne Hoppe at 830-557-5710 or lhoppe@satxrr.com  
For information about trips to other destinations, contact  

Karen LiBassi at 866-525-7017 or karen.libassi@thrivent.com  
 

Karen LiBassi  
Lutheran Engagement Associate Texas Region  

1-866-525-7017 Toll Free  
3121 Maple Avenue, Waco, TX 76707  

Direct: 254-235-1779  
Fax: 254-235-1779  
Cell: 682-429-4975  

Email: karen.libassi@thrivent.com  

♥   “Heart Connections”   ♥ 
 

“No one is more cherished in this world than someone who lightens 
the burden of another. Thank you.” —Author Unknown 
 

“Volunteers are love in motion!” —Author Unknown 
 

“I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt 
on both hands.  You need to be able to throw something back.” 
                                                                         —Maya Angelou 



 
Dear Marty,  
 

When there is a famous person who revolutionizes their 

hobby or sport and goes down in history, why do people try to 

kill them? I hope this is not a weird question.  
 

Sincerely,  

JMan  

 

Dear JMan,  
 

The only silly question is the one 

not asked. It is a good question 

that you ask. At one point in my 

life, some tried to kill me. If it 

would not have been for the goodness of Prince 

Frederick, I don’t know what would have hap-

pened to me. I guess the simple answer to your 

question is; because there is evil in the 

world. Jealousy, hatred and pure evil go after 

those who do good. Sometimes the over inflated 

egos of a person in the lime light sets others 

against them. I hope you will join me in 

prayer so that God would give extra protection 

to those who are ‘famous’ and that are working 

for God’s purpose.  
 

Signed,  

Martin  

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 

Parents of Seniors, please start working on your senior’s 
biography. The Recognition Lunch for graduating sen-
iors is set for Sunday, May 31st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering  
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 22-26, 2009 

 
 
 
 

 
Middle School Youth Group 

 

On Sunday, May 10th, we will be honoring our mothers at Abiding 
Love, and also presenting more information about Water to Thrive. 
 

May 10—No Confirmation class. Celebrate Mother’s Day! 

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 

  
Our next First Friday Free Movie Night is May 1st! 
Make your plans to be there for free popcorn,  
Hotdogs, and lemonade! 

 

Vacation Bible School 2009 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

 

June 7th – 11th  
6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Children ages 3 years – 5th grade 

 
 

Please contact Holly Leoni 
282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com 
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www.friendshiptrain.com 

Make a T-shirt Quilt Class  
For Middle School and High School Youth! 

Anyone interested? 
 

You will need 6 to 12 T-shirts with logos and some 
fabric. The amount of fabric depends on the size of 
the shirt. In the first session, we will cut the shirts and design the 
quilt. We have a few extra sewing machines, but most participants 
will need to bring their own sewing machines for the second and 
third sessions.  
 

Anyone interested should contact Karen Huddleston by phone 301-
1402 or email karenhudd@yahoo.com and we will see what dates 
would work out. Diane McGowan will be teaching this class! 



 
 
 
 
 

♦ To Debbie Hartzer and family  for providing the delicious spa-
ghetti supper for the Middle School Youth Group meeting on 
Sunday, Apr. 26th, and to the sponsors, Elizabeth & Murray 
Collins, and Jeri Lyn Sump for leading the meeting! 

 

♦ To Nader Ayoub for sponsoring the Sr. High Youth Group 
meeting on Sunday, April 26th. 

 

♦ From the recipient of the Women’s Retreat Scholarship. 
 

♦ From the Women of Abiding Love to Barbara Tiedt for the   
wonderful job she did with organizing, sorting, purchasing,   
and boxing all of the Lutheran World Relief donations that  
were delivered on April 14. 

 

♦ To Jean Austin for pulling weeds in the Prayer Garden by the 
Worship Center. 

 

♦ To Erv Merz for buying and installing ceiling fans in one of the 
church offices. 

 

♦ To Brad Ballard for mowing at the Children’s Center and trim-
ming some trees. 

 

♦ To the following who participated in the Property Workday on 
Saturday, April 18th:  Paul Atkinson, Pat Dove, Denis Feary, 
Joel Lehman, Peggy Suggs, and Lloyd Matthys! 

 

♦ To the “Children’s Center Choir” and Director Donna Eastty for 
their special songs on “Children’s Center Celebration Sunday”, 
April 19th, 11:00 a.m. 

 

♦ To Philip Drake for his guitar accompaniment of the “Now the 
Feast and Celebration” Holy Communion Liturgy on Sunday, 
April 19th, 11:00 a.m. 

 

♦ To all who attended and shared food at the Kairos Report Din-
ner on Sunday, April 19th. Special thanks to the Congregation 
Council for sponsoring this, and to Steve Kikta for cooking the 
4–meat Barbeque. 

 

♦ To all who attended the second Kairos Report on Monday,   
April 20th. 

 

♦ To Philip Drake and others who sponsored/hosted the Dave 
Ramsey “Town Hall for Hope” on Thursday, April 23rd. 

 

♦ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on April 26th. 

 
♥    ♥    ♥ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., May 13th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., May 11th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
 

LOST:  A white King James Version Bible was left in the down-
stairs classroom after the Tuesday Morning Bible Study on 
April 14th. Please return Bible to the Hazeldean Dumler or the 
Church Office if you have found it. 
 

The May issue of “The Vista” will be available on the synod 
website by May 1st. Go to www.synod.org, then select Publica-
tions and Newsletters. The May issue will not be printed and 
mailed  to the subscriber mailing addresses. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love 
with our community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Je-
sus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 
joyfully and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

Chuy’s 26th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K 
Benefiting “Special Olympics Texas” 

Saturday, May 9 
Start Time: 8:15 a.m. 

 

The race will begin on Brush Country Road near Convict 
Hill Rd. The route will utilize Convict Hill Rd., Abilene 
Trail, Beckett Rd., and William Cannon Rd. This event will 
draw about 2500 runners to the Arbor Trails Shopping 
Center.  
 

Brush Country Road in front of Abiding Love will be 
inaccessible from about 8:00—8:30 a.m. 
 

For more information, contact race director Brooke Cox, via email 
at:  bcox@chuys.com . 

Abiding Love WELCA 
 

Fifty-two women attended the Abiding Love  
Retreat at Camp Lone Star on April 24-26. The 
theme was “My Cup Runneth Over”.   We enjoyed 
study sessions led by Pastor Tracey Breashears 
of McArthur Park Lutheran Church, San Antonio, and prayerful and 
joyful worship led by Pastor Lynnae. We enjoyed having  six 
women from Pastor Tracey’s church as our guests.   
 

A delightful tea was served on Saturday afternoon.  Later in the day 
the women went walking, kayaking, and worked on coffee mugs, 
jewelry and a quilt for a wounded soldier. Sunday morning we had  
a very special service that included a baptism on the lake.    
 

We give thanks to Cindy Atwell for serving as our retreat leader  
and to the following women who made the retreat a wonderful ex-
perience: Pastor Lynnae, Pastor Tracey, Diane Albin, Denise 
Alaimo, Dolly Atkinson, Elizabeth Davis, Laurie Donovan, Karen 
Gonzalez, Kimberly Johnson, Carolyn Johnson, Diane McGowan, 
Kay Martin, Lenore Moltz, Angela Renfro, Barbara Tiedt and      
Michelle Van Essen.  
 

We also thank all the women who attended and those who helped 
to set up and take down all the equipment.  
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SHARING YOUR BLESSINGS HELPS MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE 

Part 4 
 

Our “ALLC Garage Sale” was a big success 
and was made   possible by the support of each 

one of YOU, who are an important part of our great ALLC Family. 
Thanks to your help, we raised over $6000!   
 

Not only did the Garage Sale benefit our youth, it also helped 
many of us, and our community shoppers find great bargains. 
It also helped us de-clutter our lives to help others.  
 

The “UNSOLD” items became a blessing to others as they 
were donated to needy in the South Texas Valley Area, thanks 
to the Escobedo Family… others were distributed to the South 
Austin Assistance Ministry (SAAM), a community coalition of 
churches formed to effectively meet the needs of the poor. By join-
ing together to form SAAM, churches are able to serve people in 
need of basic food, clothing, housing and utility assistance. 
Churches refer people seeking help to the Post Road and West Ru-
ral Community Centers where needs are assessed and provided 
for. If more help is needed, the Community Centers ask SAAM for 
the additional help.  
 

THANKS to all who helped sort and pack items for the Valley, 
SAAM, and also gathered Children’s Books, Toys, and Stuffed Ani-
mals for our Food Pantry; and to all who helped load up remaining 
items donated to the South Austin Salvation Army Adult Reha-
bilitation Center (ARC) to be sold in their store at 4216 South 
Congress Avenue. Items sold support ARC’s ministry of providing 
a residential rehabilitation program of work therapy, life skill 
training, and counseling. Men suffering from homelessness, pov-
erty, abuse, dependency or misdirected lives can get the help they 
need at ARC. Here their social, emotional and spiritual needs are 
met when they have lost their ability to cope with their problems and 
provide for themselves. The Salvation Army has provided this 
service for over 100 years. To schedule an interview for some-
one who needs rehabilitation, or to schedule a pick up time for 
items to be donated to ARC, call 447-2272 . 
 

We also found new homes for our old church dividers. They 
were picked up by a man from Wimberley, whose family includes 
adopted children and grandchildren. The Richard Family’s ministry 
cares for the sick, terminally ill and dying, since this is for many 
their last chance to hear the “Good News of Easter” and to be 
SAVED!  So please add this family to your prayer list that God will 
continue to bless his family and his ministry.  WHAT A GREAT 
ENDING FOR OUR GARAGE SALE!  
 

Do not forget to “Do Good and to Share,” for with such God is 
well pleased. (Hebrews 13:16) 
 

Dear God, thank you for my many blessings. Help me to al-
ways share my possessions, time, talents, and the “Happy 
Easter” message each and every day; as they are needed for 
the many causes which help those in need of our caring sup-
port, and love-- your Word and Saving Grace. Amen    
 

                                           —Annette Smith 
                                               For our Membership Care Board 

My Breath of LifeMy Breath of LifeMy Breath of LifeMy Breath of Life    
Live Music and Auction 
Benefiting Amberlyn Fett 

 

May 5th 
Hills Café 

Austin, Texas 
6:00—10:00 p.m. 

 

$10.00 at the Door! 
All donations accepted! 

 

Proceeds go to medical expenses for a double 
lung transplant for Amberlyn Fett 

 

Live Music by:Live Music by:Live Music by:Live Music by:    
Austin Collins 
Gary P. Nunn 
Bill Rice 
Brian Milson and The Short Road Band 

           Cameo Appearance by Ray Bensen 
 

Some Auction Items:Some Auction Items:Some Auction Items:Some Auction Items:    
              • Toby Keith Autographed Guitar 
              • Brad Paisley Autographed Guitar 
              • Damian Green Autographed Fiddle 
              • Royal Caribbean Cruise with Ocean View Cabin 
              • Pair of Ariat Boots 
              • Gift Basket courtesy of Mallory Velasquez 
              • Wine Tasting at Driftwood Vineyard 
              • Artwork from Diane Hutchins 
              • Artwork from Janine Gwaltney 
              • Texas Powersports Package 
              • Dripping Springs Pharmacy Gift Basket 
              • Custom Made Knife courtesy of Alan McCoy 
              • Round Rock Express Package 
              • Jack Ingram Merchandise 
              • Kevin Fowler Merchandise 
              • Eli Young Band Merchandise 
              • Custom Made Sterling Silver Wood Writing Pen 
                           courtesy of Robert McGowen 
              • Custom made Maple Walnut Vase courtesy of  
                           Robert McGowen 
              • Shiner Beer Gift Basket 
 

www.mybreathoflife.org 
 

Amberlyn is a friend of Amber Karley, member of Abiding Love. 
They met at Texas Lutheran University, where both are students.  

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel – Thursdays 9:45 A.M. 
 

Whenever we worship – you are invited!  
Weekly chapel is an important part of the  
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel is 
led by the pastors and uses the Chapel  
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are  
always welcome to attend.  

 

Upcoming Chapel Themes:   

  May 7:  Jesus Heals A Leper (We say “Thank You” to God) 
  May 14:  Jesus Teaches Us About God’s Care (Flowers & Birds) 
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*  *   SERVING IN MAY  *  * 
 
 

                                 8:30 a.m.                                11:00 a.m.                                                                      
               
             
FLOWERS:                    3 - OPEN 
                                      10 - Lewis, Fetter, Atkinson 
                                      17 - Nicholson, Shane 
                                      24 - McGowan, Parker 
                                      31 - OPEN 
  
 
ALTAR GUILD:              8:30 a.m.—Margaret Dove & Greta Rymal 
                                      11:00 a.m.—Ann Lunday & Helen Page 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:          8:30 a.m.—Margaret Dove (3rd); Vera Kirkham (10th); Kim Thonhoff (17th); 
                                                                         Alan Matejowsky (24th); Rosa Hatfield (31st) 
                                                   11:00 a.m.—Diane McGowan (3rd); Joan Hokanson (10th); Denise Alaimo (17th); 
                                                                         Sue Milam (24th); Bill Hatcher (31st) 
 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:     8:30 a.m.—Gloria Rech (3rd); Hazeldean Dumler (17th); Verla Cook, Paul &     
                                                                          Amelia Mettke (31st) 
                                                    11:00 a.m.—Janice Duncan (3rd); Lenore Moltz, Hal & Elaine Schultz (10th);      
                                                                          Karen Gonzalez (17th); Dolly Atkinson, Terry & Andrea Wyatt (24th) 
 
 
USHERS:          8:30 a.m.—Peggy Suggs (10th) 
                         11:00 a.m.— Donny Vowell (3rd & 10th) 
 
 
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:         Marian Hollien (3rd); Jill Feary (10th); Bill Nicholson (17th); Steve Kikta (24th); 
                                                   Shirley Lifsey (31st) 
 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:     Naomi Circle 
 
 
CHOIR:                         8:30 a.m.—10th & 17th               11:00 a.m.—3rd & 31st 
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