The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

A 30-Year Legacy of Love
7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040

Come Celebrate With Us!
The 40th Anniversary of Ordination
&
The Retirement Celebration
of
Pastor M. David Fetter, Jr.
Sunday, May 23, 2010

- % > 8:30 am and 11:00 am
6 . 12:30 pm
, 9 % 2 2:00 pm
% l;) no 2 - >3

Please RSVP for lunch by May 17, 2010
to W. Paul Mettke
wpmettke@sbcglobal.net or 512.288.1994

“Jesus said: | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and | in them, bear much fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.”
John 15:5
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The Tie That Binds

“The Kingdome of Heaven
Is Like a Fine Pearl” e

Fsdure,
A 30-Year Legacy of Love | F”f

Dear Friends in Christ:

Our 30th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, April 18th was a
most memorable and joyful event in our Congregation’s history!

| am so very thankful to _>__; who planned, prepared and
served for the Sunday School hour, the Worship Service, and the
Meal!

It was wonderful to be reunited with some former members and
friends.

Personally, | was deeply touched by your gifts of love honoring me
for my 30 years as your Pastor. Ask me to see the James Avery
etched cross silver ring with the inside engraving, and the incredibly
beautiful, engraved, silver pocket watch with the inlaid mother of
pearl on the outside cover and inner face. This watch will forever be
a reminder of “Things Remembered” from our relationships in the
mission and ministry of life together as Pastor and people. Also, the
engraved wood shell/pearl plaque witnesses to the water of my
Baptism which united me forever with the abiding love of Jesus
Christ who is the most valuable Pearl of all. For this, | give thanks
and praise to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

“Almighty God, we give you thanks for the work you have done in this
place. We give you thanks for your love and faithfulness. When we called
on your name, you made your presence known to us. When we prayed, you
heard us. When we preached your Word and administered your Sacra-
ments, you were in our midst. You have accepted our humble sacrifices of
praise and thanksgiving. You have listened to our confessions and for-
given our sins. And you have sent your Holy Spirit to heal and comfort us
in our hurts, our sorrows, and our losses.

Continue to empower us with your Spirit, O Lord, that we might proclaim
your gospel to all people.

Help us to witness to the good news of Jesus Christ in all that we do and
say.

Show us how we might give care and support, love and mercy to those in
need.

Grant that we may continuously grow in the Spirit and in the ministry that
is ours as members of the priesthood of all believers, so that we may carry
out our mission of service and love.

Bring us at last to the joy of your eternal kingdom, so that in communion
with all your saints we may forever praise your name. Amen.”

1 Pastor David Fetter
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Fun Things about Pastor Fetter...
From Pastor Lynnae

It has now been a little over three years that | have been at
Abiding Love and as we are anticipating the retirement of
Pastor David Fetter, | have been thinking on the fun things
about him!

1. He loves little hand written notes. On my desk, in my
mailbox, in the Sacristy, you can find little notes from Pas-
tor Fetter, “Ask Lynnae...”’! On those notes, David always
has a little, quickly drawn “ 1 . Even in his scribbles and
little notes he has a cross.

2. Pastor Fetter loves the Armoire! He checks it constantly
and then reminds people if they have little gifts or pack-
ages to pick up! David loves being in on the surprise!

And 3. Pastor Fetter has no use for the electric pencil
sharpener! In fact, Cindy gave him an old fashioned sharp-
ener that sits in our workroom right now!

Such are some of the fun things about Pastor Fetter that |
will always remember! As this month goes by, let us be all
about expressing our love and friendship to David and Mary
as they celebrate their 30 years with Abiding Love. Let us
lift up the many things about his ministry that have made
him special and unforgettable! Let us give thanks to God!

vy v

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 2ND:
“Fifth Sunday of Easter”

Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 9TH:
“Sixth Sunday of Easter”

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
John 14:23-29

We’re Starting a New Koinonia Group!

Koinonia is the Greek word that means ‘communion’ or ‘fellowship’. It identifies the idealized state of Christian fellowship and
community that should exist - Communion. We already have a few Koinonia groups at Abiding Love, but we’re starting a few new ones!

PICNIC!

Once a month this new Young Families Koinonia Group will meet for fellowship and a meal! We will meet at Dick
Nichols Park on Friday, May 7™, 6-9 PM at the pavilion. We will provide hot dogs and hamburgers and ask you to
bring a side dish or dessert! Please bring your own beverages!

The group will be pretty large, so we may divide into several Koinonia groups based on the children’s ages. We have
a possible 102 people! If you have questions, call Pastor Lynnae!
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*t* STATISTICS *t*

SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH:

Worship - 263 (10:00)

Sunday School - 64

*Qfferings - $8,860.35 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $3,022.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$200.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$560.00 (Food Pantry) +
$500.00 (Music Supplies) +
$500.00 (Vacation Bible School Supplies) +
$1,268.00 (New Life Lutheran Church) +
$10.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$25.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$40.00 (Men’s Retreat) +
$10.00 (Youth)

SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH:

Worship - 45 (8:30) + 109 (11:00) = 154 (Total)

Sunday School - 39

*Qfferings - $5,002.97 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $1,032.20 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$255.00 (SWT Synod seminary scholarships) +
$155.00 (New Life Lutheran Church) +
$20.00 (Food Pantry) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$100.00 (Men’s Retreat)

* NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

The need continues to be great. Any donations of

food or toiletry items will be very helpful. We espe-
cially need cereal, protein items, shampoo, tooth-
) Pantry Paste, and toothbrushes. We collect children’s
. books to distribute to families with children.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact our
Food Pantry Coordinator, Diane McGowan, 892-4416.

v MEMORIALS:

Capital Appeal
For Fletcher Smith by Annette Smith.

For Susie Brown by Brad & Charlotte Ballard.

Food Pantry
For Charles Lott by Patricia Hohertz.

For B.L. Parker by Patricia Hohertz.
For Rex Medcalf by Patricia Hohertz.
For Susie Brown by Patricia Hohertz, Hazeldean Dumler.
Gifts & Memorials
For Susie Brown by A.R., Marilyn & Jason Schwartz.
For B.L. Parker by David & Eddie Parker, Marvin &
Loretta Laffere.

Good Samaritan Fund
For Susie Brown by Steve & Reggie Kikta.

Mission & Ministry
For Susie Brown by Bill & Nan Hatcher, Erv & Barbara Merz,
Alan & Betty Matejowsky, Craig & Laurie Hohertz,
Annette Smith, Bill & Kay Nicholson.

New Life Lutheran Church
For Susie Brown by Tom & Joan Hokanson.

v SPECIAL GIFTS:

Food Pantry
In celebration of Norman & Genie Rech’s 60th Wedding

Anniversary by Ruth Veh, Bill & Di Brophy.

Youth Fund
In honor of Greg Dew and Justin Joe for their baptisms on
April 11th, by Annette Smith.
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Over 95 years ago the U.S. Congress passed a law to designate the
second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. Unfortunately, for many
mothers this day is not the special day it should be for them. So this
year on behalf of our WELCA Stewardship Project we are asking for
your help in the month of May and throughout the year to help these
mothers in need in many special ways.

Recently we sent 15 boxes containing 205 Ibs of items to Lutheran
World Relief (LWR) to help mothers and children around the world.
The boxes contained the following:

19 Layette Kits

35 School Kits

31 Health Kits

5 Sewing Kits
11 Quilts (handmade with much love by women of ALLC).
6 9 %. ) 5 ; ; 1  We will be collecting
new and gently used items for these Kkits.
) ; 1
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If you are not a shopper, you can help by giving monetary donations
to help purchase items for the kits.

Another way for you to help mothers in our Austin area and also
help one of our ALLC youth, Taylor Lunday, is to donate your used
handbags. Taylor is collecting handbags to help achieve the Girl
Scouts Bronze Service Award with a community service project
called “Handbags for Hope.” This is a year-round project of collect-
ing used or new purses, handbags and wallets. The used handbags
are cleaned and refurbished. Then, on Mother's Day weekend, all of
the women in the area who are victims of abuse, family violence,
etc. are able to pick out one of these handbags as a new special gift
for them for this special day.

We hope you will join us in making “Mother’s Day” a more special
day for many by helping us year round to give mothers in need
these special gifts of love. Bring your items or contributions to our
church narthex. What a blessing this can be for those who receive
them and for those who donate their gifts, time, and talents in order
to share our love around the world.

“When God'’s children are in need, be the one to help them out.”
—Romans 12:13

Dear God and Heavenly Father, help me to always remember those
in need and to share the many blessings you have bestowed on me.
Amen

Annette Smith
On behalf of WELCA Stewardship and Christian Service Board

vy vv
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L3 HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:
= 2= o, I
—Gina (Thompson) Suescun 3 +
HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Vanessa Hernandez (Dennis & 4—Dennis Baker, Derrick Krause, Sparky Metz, = w
Jill Feary’s granddaughter) Lauri Schattenberg, Taylor Strickland ""E 1
HOME FROM REHABILITATION: Ben Fuelberg 5—Cindy Atwell i
- 6—Clarie Streng-Broste, Jeff Page
HOME FROM DAY SURGERY: Marcy Cornell 7—Holly Ayoub

SCHEDULED FOR SURGERY: Donald Vowell (May 11)
DEATH: Phyliss Brooks (98), aunt to Dona Brooks

PRAYER-REQUESTS:
** Braxton Kunz
** Tammy Santos
** Ann Willman
** Charlie Lunday
** Frances Wogenstahl
**Woody Joe

** Irma Andrews, West Oaks Rehab. #315

** Chase & Chance Brunnemann (Clarie Streng-Broste’s grandsons)
** David Kizer (Gloria’s son)

** Esther Kizer (Gloria’s sister-in-law)

** Brent Mansfield (J.D. Lewis’ cousin)

**Vollie Griffin (David’s mother)

** Johnnie Strickland, at The Summit at Westlake, #1131

** Clif James, at Monte Siesta, #228

** Chris Bell (Kim Thonhoff’s sister)

** Carol Prosper (friend of Carolyn Johnson)

** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del Prescott’s grandson)
** Bobby Buratti in St. David’s Rehab (Kay Martin’s grandson)
** Chelsee Capezzuti (Annette Smith’s cousin)

** Arthur & Cabira Harrell (relatives of Annette Smith)

** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister)

** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

** Edna Graeber

** Blake Johnson

** Melvin Sanders

** William Metz

** Christian-Charles dePlicque

Prayers of safety for the following:

** 8SG Christy (Kikta) Williams with U.S. Army in Iraq

** Chris LeDuc in Iraq with U.S. Army (Christy Williams’ fiancé)

** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force

** Sgt. Jesse Andrews with the US Marines

** Adam Rogers in Afghanistan with the U.S. Marines (cousin to
Greg & Nanette Dew,& Karen & Justin Joe)

** Allen Kelley (son of Reggie Kikta) going to Afghanistan with
a security company.

** For all those in the military services overseas

.~ ' BIRTH: - - 3 was born to Heather
“W s/ Lewis and Derek Garcia on Monday, April 26.
o) Grandparents are J.D. & Karron Lewis.
L5 Born We praise God for this gift of new life!

Banlized BAPTISM: 5 2 was baptized on
] “"l'} Sunday, April 25th, at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.
_I" Parents are Tricia (Wood) & Christopher Etter. Her spon-
i 1” sors are David & Leah Wood. Grandparents are Lee &
Georgia Wood and Wayne & Joan Etter.
ST e re 4

We rejoice with Morgan and her family at her baptism!

% )=. A 2> 2) 1 08 9-=. )) “Our son,
Jason has earned a PhD in Neuroscience at UTMB Galveston after
his dissertation defense on April 19th. He has a few corrections, but
the committee signed off. Thank you for keeping Jason in your
prayers through these struggles. God is so good!”

( ‘_ 6 . = ; 9,; will be
' d (b .. heId Saturday and Sunday, May 1-2 in New Braunfels
Our delegates attending are: Sergio Escobedo,
ne ?ﬂ' Tammy Santos, Annette Smith, Pastor David Fetter,
"h F and Pastor Lynnae Sorensen.

8—Bryce Beckman, J.D. Lewis

9—Brenda Basham

10—Dolly Atkinson, Josh Escobedo, Ryan Haverlah
11—Margaret Borchardt, Andrew Clarkson, Kesiah Sulzbach
12—Jay Hartzer, Bonnie Moore

13—Dennis Broste, Denise Tharp

14—Denise Alaimo, Mark Lewis, Ryan Lumsford

! 6,6 6
Faith, Hope & Forgiveness
6 ;45 ;"IH%
6 =.
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Join Immaculée llibagiza as she shares her remarkable story as
written in her New York Times bestseller Left To Tell: Discovering
God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust

Tickets: $20-$45 www.austintheratre.org

.637 #H . 6, = $101 1 {5 ;

Runners will start gathering at 6:30 a.m. in the Arbor Trails Shop-
ping Center. The race will begin at 8:15 a.m. on Brush Country
Road and will utilize Convict Hill Rd., Abilene Trail, Beckett Rd. and
William Cannon Rd.

Lane closures will reopen to motor vehicle traffic around 9:15 a.m.
About 2500 runners are expected to participate.

The April issue of The Vista is available on the synod's web site,
www.swtsynod.org . Go directly to The Vista by clicking on this link:
% , < 6 #"
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“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knows
those who trust in him.”

1960-2010
Ascension Lutheran Church
6420 Hart Lane ¢ Austin, Texas
Invites you to celebrate
50 Years of Ministry
On May 16, 2010

9:00 Opening Presentation
10:30 Worship Celebration with Holy Communion
12:00 Luncheon

Please Reply by May 1, 2010

Penny Amon: 345-5832 or theamons@yahoo.com

.+, - -%8 -

Due to all the celebrations we will have had at Abiding Love in April
and May, the Parish Fellowship Board has decided that there will
be no 5th Sunday Potluck Lunch/Fellowship on May 30th.




8

8

Thark S

Thank you to Cindy Atwell for coordinating the Abiding Love
Women's Retreat, to Pastor Lynnae for creating very special
worship services for us, to the retreat committee members for
making the retreat special for the 50 people who attended, to
Pastor Jennifer Fuhr of Wimberley for the wonderful sessions,
and to the women who shared their beautiful plants and flowers
with us.

To the members of St. Catherine’s of Sienna Catholic Church
for providing thousands of pounds of food for our pantry during
their March-April food drive.

To those who helped on the monthly Property Workday, Satur-
day, April 17th: Paul Atkinson, Greg Dew, Pat Dove, Lloyd
Matthys, and Peggy Suggs... and, to those who continued the
repair and reinstallation of the two pole lights in front of our
Children’s Center on Saturday, April 24th: Paul Atkinson, Greg
Dew, Lloyd Matthys. Thanks also to Erv Merz for pulling out
and spraying poison ivy.

To the special Men’s Chorus (with Karron Lewis) who provided
the Call to Worship, Anthem, and Benediction on Sunday, April
25, at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service.

To the Mixed Blessings for their beautiful musical leadership on
“Shepherd Sunday, April 25, at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.

From Bob Thonhoff, Congregation President, to Sherry Abra-
hamson and the 30th Anniversary Committee for organizing
such a successful and enjoyable 30th Anniversary Celebration
on April 18, 2010! We greatly appreciate the time and talents
the committee dedicated to make this a special day. Also, thank
you to the multitudes of others who supplied and prepared the
meal, the set-up, the decorations, the celebration service, and
the special touches that made our 30th Anniversary Celebration
a huge success.

From Marvin Haddock to the Bar-B-Q Committee: “A special
thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the cooking for
the Anniversary Celebration: Jon Jones, Trey Huddleston, Pat
Dove, Scoftt Lunday, Clyde Sutton, Mark Sutton, Phillip Had-
dock and Heath Haddock. Also a big thank you to Clyde Sutton
and Bryce Beckman who supplied the cooking pits. We hope all
enjoyed the chicken as much as we enjoyed serving our fellow
Christians.”

To Bob Von Bieberstein and Brad Ballard for continuing to mow
our church property regularly!

From Sherry Abrahamson: “Thank you to all who so willingly
served on the 30th Anniversary Committee. Your dedication
and hard work made for a wonderful day and a very special
celebration.”

v
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be held on Friday, May 14, through Sunday, May 16, at Lutheran

Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville, TX.
Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary @ m,
&
'

will

morning.

All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You
may bring snacks, too.

Carpooling available from the church Friday evening.
Please register by Sunday, May 9".

For more information please contact Dale Sump at 512-288-1495 or
dsump@sbcglobal.net

donations are needed for purchasing the supplies
and materials used to repair and improve the camp. ===
Men

Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday
‘Wark Raergm

1= will be mailed on Wed., May 12th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., May 10th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.
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Daniel (Danny) Page and his family,
April and Coy
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Danny and April were married
December 21, 2009
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Saturday, May 1st, 2010
2—-4p.m.

; Abiding Love Lutheran

Church Activity Center
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Daniel & April Page are registered at Target
Gift Certificates to Home Depot
will also be appreciated
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Please RSVP to Carolyn Johnson — 282-3230 or
Margaret Dove — 233-0230
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Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love with our
community.
5

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love
Jesus Christ has for all people.
< .6
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by:

Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully
and freely to the Lord;

Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing
respect and love for all;

Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

Demonstrating love through actions;
Being excited for Jesus; and
Praying frequently.
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Sign-up Sheet for Chili contestants in Narthex. A list of ser-
vices and labor skills of the youth will be available, so you
can plan for the jobs that need to get done around your
house and yard!

Cost for all of this fun is a freewill donation to help the youth
pay for Summer Camp, LYLE Camp or educational opportu-
nities.

5 ., 6.3 6%
5 ;%5 |7 s 2 9 . .
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No confirmation or youth group.

L6 #HIF %  — perform at the first 6 ;> 2
+ 3 -7 ) 6

vy v v
Special thanks to Kurt & Gisela Armstrong for serving the Family
Dinner for the Middle School Youth Group meeting on Sunday, April
25th! And thanks to LuAnn Glowacz and Jill Hokanson for helping

the youth create special gifts and recognition for Mother’s Day!

vy v v
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“Come to Baobab Blast - God's Great Get-Together”
L6 # ## "
F % %

8 9 98, isanopen invitation to be a part of God’s Great
Get-Together. Set under the impressive baobab tree, kids will
have the opportunity to hear the Word, be amazed at God’s wildlife
creations, be a part of a supportive community, and serve in Jesus'
name.

As the sun rises and sets on the savannah, so, too, will faith and
relationships grow as kids explore connections with God, family,
friends, and others around the world. 8 9 9 8, <8 .-
6 ., - - 6 4, >14), -4 4 - B
.6 . Getready to experience the most amazing community
get-together under the sun.

There's a place for everyone at VBS! Please let us know if you'd
like to be part of our VBS ministry as a member of the planning
team or as a volunteer during VBS!

“From East to West, the powerful Lord God has been calling to-
gether everyone on earth.” — Psalm 50:1

Cindy Atwell, 282-1621

Lo p VR B o7
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One of our classes recently did a science project that entailed or-
dering a kit containing 9 caterpillars. The children watched in awe
as the caterpillars spun their cocoons. Before long there was no
apparent life as the cocoons hung motionless from their webs. One
morning, the children began to notice movement from the cocoons.
By the next day the cocoons were beginning to open, and out came
the most beautiful orange butterflies. All nine of them were fluttering
in the cage testing their wings.

The class took the butterflies and released them into
the outdoors. If God can work a miracle like that for
a caterpillar, how much more can he do for you and

me?

Donna Eastty
Director




You are cordially invited
to a celebration honoring

Rev. M. David Fetter, Jr.

on the fortieth anniversary of his Ordination
and
his retirement from active ministry

Sunday, May 23, 2010

Abiding Love Lutheran Church
7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749

Worship services: 8:30 and 11:00 am
Lunch 12:30 pm

Celebration program
2:00 pm

Reception immediately following in the Activity Center

Please RSVP for lunch by May 17, 2010
to W. Paul Mettke

wpmettke@sheglobal . net
512.288.1994

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.”
John 15:5 NRSV
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