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The Tie That Binds

continued in next column on right

From Pastor Lynnae

As the Senior High youth get ready to go to the ELCA National
Gathering this July, they are studying the theme - “Jesus, Justice
and Jazz”!! It’s easy to figure out how “Jazz’ fits the Gathering
because it is being held in New Orleans! As the capital of jazz in
the United States, New Orleans offers the variety and free spirit
that are required by the unique style of jazz. Jazz also fits a spiri-
tual mandate of community, cooperation and freedom. Did you
know that in jazz music no one carries the melody line? Each in-
strument at one time or another plays a few notes of the melody,
but the song only comes together when all the instruments play
together. It is the same with the Christian Church and community.
The Holy Spirit works in and around us to make beautiful music!

Justice is not a new theme for God’s faithful people. Justice is as
old as Abraham and Sarah. “Compassionate justice” is a newer
way of presenting the biblical theme of justice. In this day, too
many people mix the judicial understanding of justice with the
Godly understanding. To say ‘compassionate justice’ is to clarify
that God’s justice is not always fair and that in God’s justice we
find kindness and humility. As the Senior High youth prepare to go
to New Orleans, we ask that you help us to learn of - ‘Jesus, Jus-
tice and Jazz’! Play on!

(Any who would like to donate monies to help a young person
afford this spiritual journey, please let me know!)

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 19TH:

.{-‘"‘}; “Second Sunday of Easter”
13 l?:l* Acts 4:32-35
AR Psalm 133
et o 1 John 1:1—2:2

John 20:19-31

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 26TH:
“Third Sunday of Easter”
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Acts 3:12-19
\ Psalm 4
o g 1 John 3:1-7
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Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel - Thursdays 9:45 A.M.

! &/ 1( " /  1( xf"ﬁﬁ- % Whenever we worship - you are invited!
6 ! > < &/, 1( "t : .. Weekly chapel is an important part of the
+! ! 1@ < &/, 1( " ( . programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel is
<! < 3 < 1 33 <! 3 4 <! 3& £ led by the pastors and uses the Chapel
/", 1 - ( Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are
MIMNISTRY
< 1 &/", 1( * ( 1=, E RIE T always welcome to attend.
< < " <71 /..O 1( - I <(& Upcoming Chapel Themes:
713 @ > #'< 7! < & , 1( & Apr. 23: Jesus Teaches Us to Pray
6! > 85 =109 Apr. 30: Jesus Teaches Us About God’s Love (The Lost Sheep)
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SERVING LIST

SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH:
Greeters—Men’s Group (8:30) +

Men’s Group (I1:00)
Acolytes—Emma Albin (8:30) + Ben Collins (11:00)
Tray Holders—Jonathan Mettke (8:30) + Deanna Vowell (11:00)
Flowers—Clarkson, E. Graeber
Worship Assistants—Diane Albin (8:30) +

Nan Hatcher (I 1:00)
Communion Assistants—Gloria Rech (8:30) +
Helen Page (11:00)
Altar Guild—Hazeldean Dumler & Amelia Mettke (8:30) +
Denise Alaimo & Karen Gonzalez (1 1:00)
Ushers—Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson (8:30) +
Nader Ayoub (1 1:00)

Council Assistant—]Jeri Lyn Sump

SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH:
Greeters—Hannah Circle (8:30) +
Hannah Circle (11:00)
Acolytes—Sara Pavey (8:30) + Katherine Albin (11:00)
Flowers—Ayoub, Wood
Worship Assistants—]eff Roberts (8:30) +
Dale Sump (11:00)

Altar Guild—Hazeldean Dumler & Amelia Mettke (8:30) +

Denise Alaimo & Karen Gonzalez (1 1:00)
Ushers—Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson (8:30) +

Nader Ayoub, Donny Vowell (11:00)

Council Assistant—Diane Albin

Coffee Service for April—Hannah Circle

*+% STATISTICS *1*

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1ST:

Worship - 73

Offerings - $1,285.42 (General Fund) + $45.00 (Debt Fund)
$25.00 (Gifts & Memorials Fund)

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH:
Sunday School - 69
Worship - 106 (8:30) + 131 (11:00) = 237 (Total)
*Offerings - $10,632.06 (General Fund) + $660.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $25.00 (Capital Improvement Fund)
$50.00 (Food Pantry)
$10.00 (Garage Sale)

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH:

Worship - 57

Offerings - $1,285.42 (General Fund) + $45.00 (Debt Fund)
$25.00 (Gifts & Memorials Fund)

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH:

Worship - 136
Offerings - $1,061.00 (General Fund)

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12TH:
Worship - 161 (8:30) + 303 (11:00) = 464 (Total)
*Offerings - $9,302.00 (General Fund) + $1,780.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $5.00 (Gifts & Memorials Fund) +
$120.00 (Choir Music)
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger)
*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

K MEMORIALS:

Gifts & Memorials Fund
For Edna Lehman by Lenore Moltz.
For John Hitzfeld by Peggy Suggs.

K SPECIAL GIFT:
For the Abiding Love Choir by Johnnie Strickland.
For the Abiding Love Garage Sale in honor of Vaughn Hallin’s 76th
birthday by Annette Smith.
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This little statement of faith appeared in the pastors’ mailbox: v 5D ) ) - -
It is good to have God in our lives. God helps to defeat darkness,
to bP] gorc])d not t()jad. Ibknow one tginlg thhathGoc:jolfoesk,]Gloq helps children in church. ..
p,eOpe t aF need to e,prOteCte | thank Go .or € plng.us to One Sunday in a midwest city, a young child was
live. God will always bring love for us all. God brings us to live not| | G “ during th . hio h
die. When someone dies in your family, you cry and you go to a acting up u'jmg _e morning WO-I’S I_p our-.
funeral. We are talking about love and happiness. Don"t bring The parer_1ts did their best to ma}lntaln some sense
yourself to bad, we do not like that. We need God in our lives. of order in the pew but were losing the battle.
Finally, the father picked the little fellow up
Deanna Vowel . .
and walked sternly up the aisle on his way out.
1 R - et A = Just before reaching the safety of the foyer,
!'*() #’ % (’ iS’ ) ’ i ##5 n ’2#_# W the little one called loudly to the congregation,
"Pray for me! Pray for me!"
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From Shirley Lifsey, Parish Fellowship Board Director: H 5,4, 1 . /( # H s ¥ 2 [
. ) #H Ol # 1 # *(C
The meaningful season of Lent is over and we celebrated the @5
culmination with a joyful Easter Worship Service! $1 ( '(* 12 ,4- - 1 L W H )
. T #2.
There are some people who have yet o be thanked for their help Yo 2814 # 4N 1 gy 4 2.4 .4
with the Lenten meals. B mm x 1o~y
The Congregation Council and the Choir, both volunteered their 0, ,4 5¢* 4 (.4, , "™ 4,4 1 2.
time to provide a meal of soup and sandwiches. It would be a #1 5,4 #( , f ll
hard job to decide which was more delicious. B .4 " BHIL( 4 2 H2.2"t 401 # |
The ‘Owls’ prepared the all-American feast of hotdogs with all S AN G
the “fixin's”, and there were plenty of them. / 4+, , N'(UY #* #2.2 ,44 ", )
. . N # 0,41, , rr ov4ror g 0" ,V
We appreciate all of their dedication.
g ", 4 1 .l 5 # #( . #2 ,
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Easter Morning 2 #1(
Breakfast. It was a great experience. & 4 o i
And to all the people who showed up time after time to set up C .40 sy
the tables and chairs, and then take them all down again. Itis a ’ ’
? .,4 Nt

hard and important job. You are greatly appreciated!




< 7 N ! <1 L9 The Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study is beginning a new

b2 - o< ; study guide by Liz Curtis Higgs, Bad Girls of the Bible. The guide is
< 5+ .0 0<. o available at Family Christian Bookstore. The study will begin April
16th, at 9:30 a.m., in the Church Library. All Women Welcome!
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= 8 5 D 5% =; = Another ditty from “Children in Church”:
= 5 , % 5% ;% ; 13 % 2
? 7 8 27=W - = :5 = 2 - Six-year old Angie, and her four-year old brother, Joel,
2.5) 2 ? 5 7= < . < % were sitting together in church.
=5 , Joel giggled, sang and talked out loud.
C' 1 # % 41 2 " K . , 2" Vo : e hin o
“H A1 1 [ 8 5# 1451 8 o o # Finally, his big sister had had engugh.
# 1 .5% 2 +#f "You're not supposed to talk out loud in church.”
6 . = . 2 . . 8 2 )3 9721+(( ,#"0 "Why? Who"s going to stop me?" Joel asked.
. Angie pointed to the back of the church and said,
H T AL 1 H - DA, 5! 1 5 ¢ "See those two men standing by the door?
#o.4 m X 'S # 2 1 v cz e They're hushers."
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2008 MEMBERSHIP & CONTRIBUTIONS REVIEW
REILIGIOUS COALITION TO ASSIST THE HOMELESS

SU ECO IONE MHBER

& In 2008, 12 HOMELESS SERVICES AGENCIES received over $463,800 in contributions through the
Religious Coalition to Assst the Homeless.

% The Religious Coalition welcomed 19 NEW MEMBER CONGREGATIONS throughout the year, for a tomal
of 130 PARTICIPATING CONGREGATIONS in 2005,

2008 RIB

% FRONT STEPS provided emergency overnight shelter, ransitional housing, and supportive services for
adult men and provided emergency motel vouchers for homeless families with its $86,320 grant,

&  The $60,570 contributed to LIFEWORKS helped to provide supportive housing for homeless vourh and
young adults, as well as emergency shelter for young moms and their babies.

& TExas REACH OUT teceived $56,872 to provide transitional housing beds for formerdy incarcerated
adhult men and women.

& COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR THE HOMELESS was able fo provide transiional housing to
homeless veterans with their $46,400 grant.

& The $41,200 contributed to CARITAS OF AUSTIN was used to provide reansitional housing, permanent
suppottive housing, and supportive services for adult men and women.

& TFOUNDATION FOR THE HOMELESS used $39,863 to provide emergency shelter beds and case
management services for homeless families,

& CASA MARIANELLA received $32,700 from the Religious Coalition to support transitional housing for
homeless immigrant women and their children.

& The §29.203 received by MARY HOUSE CATHOLIC WORKER helped provide respite cate and shelter
beds for adults with terminal or critical illnesses.

&  VINCARE SERVICES OF AUSTIN used $25,958 to provide transitional housing and supportve BETVICES
for homeless women and their children, as well as emergency freeze night shelter for homeless yourh.

& THE SALVATION ARMY provided emergency freeze night shelter and supportive services for homeless
individuals and families moving into permanent housing with its $20,000 contribution.

& A NEw ENTRY provided transitional housing for formerly incarcerated men with its $18,055 grant from
the Religions Coalition.

& The $6,600 contributed to the ABUNDANT LIFE NETWORK helped provide transitional housing and
suppottive serviees for formerly incarcerated wotmen.

2009 ANTICIPATED CONTRIBUTIONS

&  In November 2008, the Religiows Conlition Board swarded almost §520,000 in grants to 12 homeless services
agericies for 2009, Based on new eengregations” contributions to the Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless,
an additional $45,000 i 2009 pranis was awarded in March 2000, for the time period of July - Diecember 2004,

Front Steps » §111,000 VinCare Services of Austin ® 536,000
LifeWorks » $86,000 Mary House Catholic Worker # $30,500
Texas Reach Ot = $640.000 Caza Marianelly » §30,000
Comemunity Partnershap for the Homeless ® $48,250 A Mew Entey » $25,600
Cantas of Austin » $48,000 The Sabvation Army » §25 800
Fetndation for the Flomelezs o 348 5050 SatePlace = 515,000
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SAFEPLACEQ9

ficld day

& festival

BUILD A TEAM AND RAISE MONEY TD SUPFORT SAFEFLACE
safeplacefieldday.org

SAT. APRIL 18 - 11AV-4FN

ADMISSION; 55 » 12 AND UNDER ARE FREE

FIESTA GARDENS PARK = Lady Bird Lake af Chicon Stresf, east of IH-35
Entertainment & Festival Fun Beging 83 11:00 am » Team Competition Bagins atz 11:30 am
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