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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 
Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
              2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
              Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
              Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
              2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
              4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
 

Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 
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Holy Communion will be at both 
worship services on Sunday, 
April 19th. 

 

“Friendship Train” Vacation Bible School will 
be held Sun., June 7 through Fri., June 12th. 

 
Baptism of Caden Wood,  
Sunday, April 26th, at the  

11:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 

 

The Tie That Binds 



 
 
 
“Easter Hope is Real for You and for Me!” 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
Yesterday was Easter Sunday. It was a wonderful day of celebra-
tion for our Congregation! “Christ is Risen. He is Risen, indeed!  
Alleluia!” 
 

Today is Monday and the joy, hope, and peace of Easter is still 
very real for me as I write this article. It is my prayer that this is true 
for each one of you. 
 

On the church-year calendar, the Easter Season is 50 days of re-
joicing. And, all year long every Sunday is “a little Easter”, as Martin 
Luther once said. As God’s people who are baptized into the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our lifetime is sustained by the 
daily Good News of those first witnesses of the Resurrection: 
 

“They put Jesus to death by hanging him on a cross; but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear.” (Acts 10:39-40) 
 

“Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures… was buried… and 

was raised on the third day…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 
 

“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the 

spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed 

about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women 

were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 

‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.’” 

                                                                                                          (Luke 24:1-5) 
 

How is this message real for our daily lives? Three stories I read in 
my meditations today spoke to my heart and mind. I hope they will 
give you the VERY REAL HOPE of EASTER: 
 

Clarence Jordan wrote The Cotton Patch Gospel, a version of the New 
Testament in the dialect of the rural South. He may be best known for 
that scripture paraphrase, but in the 1960s Jordan, a white pastor, 
founded an interracial community in Georgia called Koinonia Farms. 
The bigoted culture all around him shunned Jordan. Threats were 
made to his life, but he persevered. 
 

In 1969, Clarence Jordan died of a heart attack. None of the local 
funeral directors was willing to help with his funeral — out of either 
prejudice or fear of violence — so he ended up being buried in a plain 
cedar box on a hillside near his farm. 
 

Jordan’s friend, Millard Fuller, founder of Habitat for Humanity, 
officiated at the funeral. When the serivce was ended, it was time to 
lower to casket into the ground. Just as this was happening, Fuller’s 
two-year-old daughter stepped up to the grave and began to sing the 
only song she knew:  “Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you, 
happy birthday dear Clarence, happy birthday to you.” 
 

As Fuller later told the tale, it seemed to all who were present that the 
Lord was somehow behind that innocent, childlike song. For what they 
had all been celebrating that day, on a Georgia hillside, was not a 
death after all: but a wonderful, glorious rebirth. 
 

†   †   † 
 

Brad was still pouting and crying in his beer at the local bar one year 
later, after he lost his job at the factory. His job went overseas and 
Brad blamed the US president, NAFTA, the congress, and everybody 
who ran the country. One day, a former shop worker, who also lost his 
factory job, came into the bar for a burger and a drink. He told Brad 
that there are plenty of jobs selling insurance. The company would 
train him. But Brad would have to believe that there is new life after 
the factory. Could this factory worker adapt to a white-collar sales 
job? 

†   †   † 
 

For 2,000 years there have been inquiries concerning proof of the 
resurrection, and questions are still being asked today. In this post-
modern era we want empirical proof. To the question posed we hear 
over and over, “I know what I know.”  
                                                        ...continued in next column on right  

 
 

 
 
 
From Pastor Lynnae 
 
As the Senior High youth get ready to go to the ELCA National 
Gathering this July, they are studying the theme – “Jesus, Justice 
and Jazz”!! It’s easy to figure out how ‘Jazz’ fits the Gathering  
because it is being held in New Orleans! As the capital of jazz in 
the United States, New Orleans offers the variety and free spirit 
that are required by the unique style of jazz. Jazz also fits a spiri-
tual mandate of community, cooperation and freedom. Did you 
know that in jazz music no one carries the melody line? Each in-
strument at one time or another plays a few notes of the melody, 
but the song only comes together when all the instruments play 
together. It is the same with the Christian Church and community. 
The Holy Spirit works in and around us to make beautiful music!  
 

Justice is not a new theme for God’s faithful people. Justice is as 
old as Abraham and Sarah. “Compassionate justice” is a newer 
way of presenting the biblical theme of justice. In this day, too 
many people mix the judicial understanding of justice with the 
Godly understanding. To say ‘compassionate justice’ is to clarify 
that God’s justice is not always fair and that in God’s justice we 
find kindness and humility. As the Senior High youth prepare to go 
to New Orleans, we ask that you help us to learn of – ‘Jesus, Jus-
tice and Jazz’! Play on!  
 

(Any who would like to donate monies to help a young person  
afford this spiritual journey, please let me know!) 

The Tie That Binds 

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 19TH: 
“Second Sunday of Easter” 
                

            Acts 4:32-35 

            Psalm 133 

            1 John 1:1—2:2 

           John 20:19-31 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 26TH: 
“Third Sunday of Easter” 
 

             Acts 3:12-19 

             Psalm 4 

             1 John 3:1-7 

             Luke 24:36b-48 

Continued from previous column… 
 

That answer does not provide what people are looking for. Like 
“looking for love in all the wrong places”, they may be looking  for 
Christ in all the wrong ways. The greatest testimony to a risen and 
living Christ is the lives that he has transformed. Look around you and 
observe the witness of those you know who have experienced the 
risen, living Christ. Their lives have been transformed by a Christ 
encounter, and there is no other explanation for the changes in their 
lifestyles and their passion to spread the good news. 
 

When the living Christ touches your life, you know it, and you know 
that you are now a different person. Your joy and that peace that 
surpasses all understanding are the hallmarks of a new life in Christ. 
They are your gift by the grace of God. 
 

†    †    † 
 
                                                          —Pastor David Fetter 
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HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Blake Johnson 
 
HOME FROM DAY SURGERY:  Sherry Abrahamson 
                                                     Shirley Lifsey 
 
HOME FROM LASER EYE SURGERY:  Marilyn Essinger 
 
DEATH:  Jess Huber, uncle of Gary Shelly 
 
PRAYER-REQUESTS:   

 

** Bobbie Sawtelle                      
** Alan Matejowsky                    
** Marilyn Segner                       
** Travis Koehler                        
** Amber Karley                         
** Neilynn Hebert 
** B.L. Parker 
** Johnnie Strickland 
** Herman Gonzalez 
** Harley Fetterman 
** Meagan Prehn 
 

** Nina Pace (Kikta’s neighbor) 
** Shirley Fetter (Pastor Fetter’s mother) 
** Marjorie Armstrong (Kurt’s mother) 
** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin) 
** Mark Strickland (Johnnie’s son) 
** Jan Guenter (Pastor Lynnae’s aunt) 
** Margaret Young (Marilyn Segner’s aunt) 
** Branch Zuniga (relative of Kari & Kara Titus) 
** Brianna Eilers (Joan Hokanson’s niece) 
** Allen Arnold family (Food Pantry clients) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Norman Erskine (Joan Hokanson’s relative) 
** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
              (Hazeldean’s son) 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
Prayers of thanksgiving for a successful Garage Sale for our 
church, for our community, and for all of those who were a part of 
our success. May these gifts of donated items and gifts continue to 
be a blessing to many in many ways. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

Congratulations to Steven Essinger for earning and receiving the 
“Tenderfoot  Award” at the Boy Scout Troop 555 Court of Honor on 
April 6th! 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
 
 
 

Presentation of the Report from Kairos and Associates 
 

Pastor Jana Swenson, consultant from Kairos and Associates, will 
be presenting their initial report to our congregation. The report con-
tains the work that was completed at the Visioning Workshop in 
February, a sampling of answers given to the questions from the 
Listening Groups in March, and Kairos' recommendations for our 
next steps. Please plan to attend one of the following presentations. 
 

When:  Sunday, April 19th 
Where:  Activity Center 
Time:  5:00 p.m. - Potluck Dinner — Congregation Council will  
                                           provide BBQ. Please bring a side      
                                           dish or dessert to share. 
           6:00 p.m. - Presentation of Report                                    
                            (Note: Childcare provided in Church Nursery) 
                             

OR 
 

When:  Monday, April 20th 
Where:  Worship Center 
Time:  7:30 pm - Presentation of Report  
 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the initial steps of 
this process. We have much to celebrate as we look back at the 
nearly 30 years of the mission and ministry of Abiding Love. And 
now, it is time for us to prepare for the next 30 years! 
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Abiding Love Garage Sale a Huge Success!! 
 

The following represent tentative totals because there are a few 
people who have not paid yet. ($20 came in after the deposit!)  
 

Total Deposit        $5360.00  
Less seed money    $400.00 
Less Expenses       $167.56  
Net Proceeds        $4792.77  
 

With Thrivent Financial for Lutherans matching funds of $1200.00 
the total income becomes $5992.77— Half to Senior High group 
and half to WELCA for scholarships, etc. is $2996.88, but will be 
over $3000 each when the final count is made.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
Apr. 19—Betty Matejowsky, Tate Noster 
Apr. 20—Sergio Escobedo, Lori Kuhl, Johnnie Strickland 
Apr. 21—Viviana Villalobos 
Apr. 22—Evan Karley, Carson Renfro, Cole Renfro 
Apr. 23—Michael Graeber, Gil Yetter 
Apr. 24—Karl Dalley 
Apr. 25—Kyle Ayoub, Rachel Karley 
Apr. 26—Megan Grimm 
Apr. 27—Betty Fuelberg 
Apr. 28—Jan Haas, Bill Hatcher, Elaine Oertel 
Apr. 29—Naomi Zimmermann 
Apr. 30—Brenna Von Bieberstein 
May 1—Emma Bailey, Jacob Hebert, Rick Ramirez 
May 2—Cheryl Roberts, Georgia Wood 

 

Town Hall for Hope 
 

The Economy, Your Money, Real Answers with Dave Ramsey 
Thursday, April 23rd 

7:00 p.m. 
Abiding Love Sanctuary 

Live Nationwide 
Free Event! 

For more info, go to:  www.townhallforhope.com 



Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel – Thursdays 9:45 A.M. 
 

Whenever we worship – you are invited!  
Weekly chapel is an important part of the  
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel is 
led by the pastors and uses the Chapel  
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are  
always welcome to attend.  

 

Upcoming Chapel Themes:   

  Apr. 23:  Jesus Teaches Us to Pray 
  Apr. 30:  Jesus Teaches Us About God’s Love (The Lost Sheep) 

 

Children’s Center Sunday 
April 19th, 11;00 a.m. 

Celebrating “Week of the Young Child”! 
 

Families from our Children’s Center programs are  
invited to be our guests this Sunday. The children will 
sing, led by Center Director Donna Eastty.  
 
Our Children’s Outreach Ministries Board encourages 
you to be present and offer a special Abiding Love 
“WELCOME” to these families that we serve during 
the week as we share the love of Jesus with them. 

Read and Discuss 
 

Here is the book of next month’s Wednesday Read and Discuss 
Group: 
 
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by 
Alexander McCall Smith. 
 
Put this date on your calendar so you don’t forget. 
And KEEP READING! 

St. Martin’s Ev. Lutheran Church Celebrating 125 Years 
 

St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Austin, invites you to join 
their congregation on April 25 & 26 as they welcome ELCA Presid-
ing Bishop Mark S. Hanson to Texas.  
 

You are invited to join St. Martin’s for these events: 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m. 
“An Open Forum and Reception with Bishop Mark S. Hanson” 

Please RSVP to 476-6757 
 

Sunday, April 26, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 
Bishop Hanson will deliver the day’s sermon 

APRIL ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 

NIA CLASS—Sat., Apr. 18, 9:00 a.m., Sat., Apr. 25, 9:00 a.m. 
“CHILDREN’S CENTER SUNDAY’—Sun., Apr. 19, 11:00 a.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., Apr. 19, 2:30 p.m. 
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING GETTING READY MEETING— 
                                                                  Sun., Apr. 19, 3:30 p.m.  
POTLUCK SUPPER—Sun., Apr. 19, 5:00 p.m. (All invited!) 
PRESENTATION OF REPORTS BY KAIROS & ASSOSCIATES— 
                                                                     Sun., Apr. 19, 6:00 p.m.  
ABIDING LOVE’S 29TH BIRTHDAY!—Mon., Apr. 20— 
              “It’s ALL About Love!” 
GAMES & FELLOWSHIP—Mon., Apr. 20, 9:30 a.m. 
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., Apr. 20, 1:30 p.m. 
                              Mon., Apr. 27, 1:30 p.m. 
SARAH CIRCLE—Mon., Apr. 20, 7:00 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., Apr. 20, 7:00 p.m. 
                                             Mon., Apr. 27, 7:00 p.m. 
PRESENTATION OF REPORTS BY KAIROS & ASSOSCIATES— 
                                                                    Mon., Apr. 20, 7:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BREAKFAST—Tue., Apr. 21, 6:20 a.m. 
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Apr. 21, 7:00 a.m. 
                                                        Tue., Apr. 28, 7:00 a.m. 
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Apr. 21, 10:30 a.m. 
                           Tue., Apr. 28, 10:30 a.m. 
RUTH CIRCLE—Tue., Apr. 21, 7:00 p.m. 
MUSIC PLANNING—Tue., Apr. 21, 7:00 p.m. 
“ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALS DAY”—Wed., Apr. 22— 
              (“We thank God for you, Cindy and Joan!”) 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., Apr. 23, 9:30 a.m. 
                                              Thu., Apr. 30, 9:30 a.m. 
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., Apr. 23, 9:45 a.m.      
                                                         Thu., Apr. 30, 9:45 a.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., Apr. 23, 7:30 p.m. 
                                       Thu., Apr. 30, 7:30 p.m. 
“TOWN HALL FOR HOPE” BY DAVE RAMSEY— 
                                                                     Thu., Apr. 23, 7:00 p.m. 
WOMEN’S RETREAT AT CAMP LONE STAR, LaGrange— 
                                                         Fri., Apr. 24—Sun., Apr. 26 
7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION—Sun., Apr. 26, 4:30 p.m. 
MIDDLE SCHOOLYOUTH GROUP—Sun., Apr. 26, 6:00 p.m. 
SR. HIGH R.O.C.K. YOUTH GROUP—Sun., Apr. 26, 6:00 p.m.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., Apr. 26, 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., Apr. 28, 7:00 p.m. 
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.— 
                                                                    Tue., Apr. 28, 7:00 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT BOARD MEETING—Wed., Apr. 29, 7:30 p.m. 
WORSHIP PLANNING—Thu., Apr. 30, 6:40  p.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY MAKE-UPCLASS— 
                                                                      Thu., Apr. 30, 7:30 p.m. 
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AUSTIN INTERFAITH ACCOUNTABILITY SESSION 
Sunday, April 19th, 7:00 p.m. 

at Dolores Catholic Church’s Family Center  
1111 Montopolis Drive 

 

On Sunday April 19 our congregation is invited to participate in the 
Austin Interfaith Accountability Session. It will be from 7:00 pm to 
8:30 pm at the Family Center of Dolores Catholic Church. Repre-
sentatives from Austin Interfaith congregations will be posing ques-
tions to candidates for Mayor and City Council around the issues 
that are important for our families. In this session we will also hold 
House Meetings (small group conversations) with these candidates. 
Over 400 house meetings with 4000 parishioners were held in our 
congregations in the last two year, and this agenda came out of 
those house meetings.  
 

Now is the time to show our solidarity and our support as faith insti-
tutions in our community by attending this Accountability Session 
on April 19 at Dolores Catholic Church! Come one, come all!  

Abiding Love member, Matt Krabbenhoft, is starting a 
nation-wide charity drive to raise money for the fami-
lies of our nation's armed forces.  
Visit www.herodedications.com to purchase a virtual 
dedication tile. Proceeds go to the National Military 

Family Association (www.nmfa.org). If you can't make a donation at 
this time, please help spread the word by emailing the web address 
to your friends and family. Thank you for your support! 

 

Austin Conference Pre-Assembly Meeting 
May 3rd, 3:00 p.m. 

First English Lutheran Church 
3000 Whitis Avenue 

Austin, TX 
Six delegates from Abiding Love are needed to attend this meeting. 
Please contact Pastor Lynnae or Pastor Fetter if you are interested. 



* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1ST: 
Worship - 73 
Offerings - $1,285.42 (General Fund)  +  $45.00 (Debt Fund) 
                $25.00 (Gifts & Memorials Fund) 
 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH: 
Sunday School - 69 
Worship - 106 (8:30)  +  131 (11:00)  =  237 (Total) 
*Offerings - $10,632.06 (General Fund)  +  $660.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $25.00 (Capital Improvement Fund) 
                            $50.00 (Food Pantry) 
                            $10.00 (Garage Sale) 
              

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH: 
Worship - 57 
Offerings - $1,285.42 (General Fund)  +  $45.00 (Debt Fund) 
                $25.00 (Gifts & Memorials Fund) 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH: 
Worship - 136 
Offerings - $1,061.00 (General Fund)  
 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12TH: 
Worship - 161 (8:30)  +  303 (11:00)  =  464 (Total) 
*Offerings - $9,302.00 (General Fund)  +  $1,780.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $5.00 (Gifts & Memorials Fund)  + 
                            $120.00 (Choir Music) 
                            $100.00 (ELCA Hunger) 
*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
Gifts & Memorials Fund 
      For Edna Lehman by Lenore Moltz. 
      For John Hitzfeld by Peggy Suggs.  
 

♥ SPECIAL GIFT: 
      For the Abiding Love Choir by Johnnie Strickland. 
      For the Abiding Love Garage Sale in honor of Vaughn Hallin’s 76th 
               birthday by Annette Smith. 

Christian Service Board 
 

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area:  We are 
always in need of protein items like tuna or other 
canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter. Clients 
really appreciate the shampoo, toothbrushes, and 
toothpaste. If you have questions or would like to 

volunteer, please contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 
 

Collection Bins in Reception Area— 
 

April:  Collecting Children’s Books for the Food Pantry! 
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

Hello everyone! 
 

After 5 plane changes, 4 different time zones, and a combined 30  
hours of flying I am home.  Wow! What a joy it was to have had the 
privilege to once again be with you all! My only regret is that I did 
not get to stay with you longer and have more fellowship. But com-
ing to you again, nothing had changed it seems. Love you guys 
dearly! 
 

 The love you guys continue to give me, amazes me more and 
more. You are such a caring church, a caring Body of believers and 
I cannot even begin to thank God enough for all you have done for 
me personally, and for the work of Angel House International Mis-
sions Ministries all these years... You all are awesome! 
 

It was so hard to leave you, but can only pray that I can be with you 
again and soon. To those of you that I was unable to see, we will 
make up for that next time around.  
 

Thanks again for all the e-mails and the support. Know that I am 
ever praying for you guys too. You are my family, even though we 
are miles away physically, the one thing that binds us is Jesus 
Christ. Praising God for all you do and for just making special folk 
like you! I am back in hospital for my 5th surgery on the 15th April, 
but full of hope and ever leaning on the promises of our Daddy in 
Heaven! He is faithful... Much love always, 
 

Risto-Kalle=Christian-Charles dePlicque 
Karleby, Finland 

SERVING LIST 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH: 
Greeters—Men’s Group (8:30)  + 
                 Men’s Group (11:00) 
Acolytes—Emma Albin (8:30)  +  Ben Collins (11:00) 
Tray Holders—Jonathan Mettke (8:30)  +  Deanna Vowell (11:00) 
Flowers—Clarkson, E. Graeber 
Worship Assistants—Diane Albin (8:30)  + 
                               Nan Hatcher (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Gloria Rech (8:30)  + 
                                     Helen Page (11:00) 
Altar Guild—Hazeldean Dumler & Amelia Mettke (8:30)  + 
                    Denise Alaimo & Karen Gonzalez (11:00) 
Ushers—Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson (8:30) + 
             Nader Ayoub (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Jeri Lyn Sump 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH: 
Greeters—Hannah Circle (8:30)  + 
                 Hannah Circle (11:00) 
Acolytes—Sara Pavey (8:30)  +  Katherine Albin (11:00) 
Flowers—Ayoub, Wood 
Worship Assistants—Jeff Roberts (8:30)  + 
                               Dale Sump (11:00) 
Altar Guild—Hazeldean Dumler & Amelia Mettke (8:30)  + 
                    Denise Alaimo & Karen Gonzalez (11:00) 
Ushers—Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson (8:30) + 
             Nader Ayoub, Donny Vowell (11:00)            
Council Assistant—Diane Albin 
 

Coffee Service for April—Hannah Circle 
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Did You Know? 
 

♦ Every month Abiding Love diverts our drainage fee to the  
Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless, an organization created 
by the City of Austin to help people in homeless situations.  
 

♦ In 2008, 130 Austin area churches participated in the Religious 
Coalition. 
 

♦ Kim Thonhoff, member of our Christian Service Board, faithfully  
attends Religious Coalition meetings and interviews, giving guid-
ance and direction to the organization’s decision-making process in 
granting the contribution awards. Thank you, Kim! 
 

♦ Included is an insert about the Religious Coalition! Please  
review the list of agencies who received grant awards in 2008, and 
those budgeted to receive grants in 2009.  
 

**  Also included on the last page of this newsletter is an invitation to 
support the “SafePlace 09 Field Day & Festival”. Check out this 
opportunity to help end sexual and domestic violence by attending 
this event on Saturday, April 19th!  ** 



 

Dear Marty,  
 

If God loves us like the Bible says in John 3:16, why are 

there things like pain and war in the world?  
 

Signed,  

Confused 

 
Dear Confused, 
 
The truth is, we don’t completely 
know why bad things happen. We do 
have a few ideas however. One possi-

bility is that pain is necessary in order to 
know that you are sick. That doesn’t help a 
great deal when you are in the throws of pain. 
I believe that is why God gave us doctors and 
nurses to work to alleviate pain. War gener-
ally happens because of sin. Usually someone 
or some group wants power or they behave in 
terrible ways and so others rise up to stop 
them. Some  
believe that it is our Christian duty to stop 
those who are doing injustices to others. 
Sometimes the way that they choose to stop 
others is with war. Mostly, both pain and war 
show us how much we need Jesus. Jesus is the 
only answer to both of these sicknesses. I’m 
glad that you asked the question, because when 
you wrestle with the tough things, Jesus  
gathers you closer. 
 
Signed,  
Martin 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
Sunday, April 19 — 3:30 p.m. — National Gathering   
                                                       Getting Ready Meeting 
 
Sunday, April 26, 6:00 p.m.—Meeting 
 
Parents of Seniors, please start working on your senior’s 
biography. The Recognition Lunch for graduating sen-
iors is set for Sunday, May 31st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering  
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 22-26, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Youth Group 
 
Sunday, April 26, 4:30 p.m.—Confirmation Class 
 
Sunday, April 26, 6:00 p.m.—Meeting 

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 
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The next First Friday Free Movie will be May 1st!  
Call the Church Office for the name of the movie.  

Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th. 
Theme:  Friendship Train 

Director:   Holly Leoni 

This little statement of faith appeared in the pastors’ mailbox: 
 

It is good to have God in our lives. God helps to defeat darkness, 
to be good not bad. I know one thing that God does, God helps 
people that need to be protected. I thank God for helping us to 
live. God will always bring love for us all. God brings us to live not 
die. When someone dies in your family, you cry and you go to a 
funeral. We are talking about love and happiness. Don't bring 
yourself to bad, we do not like that. We need God in our lives.  

Deanna Vowel 

Children in church... 
One Sunday in a midwest city, a young child was 
"acting up" during the morning worship hour.  
The parents did their best to maintain some sense  
of order in the pew but were losing the battle.  
Finally, the father picked the little fellow up  
and walked sternly up the aisle on his way out.  
Just before reaching the safety of the foyer,  
the little one called loudly to the congregation,  
"Pray for me! Pray for me!"  

The Easter Egg Hunt was fun and successful. Thanks to all who 
helped and participated. A wonderful time was had by all! 



 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 

♦ To Annette Smith for leading and preparing for the annual 
church-wide Garage Sale on April 4th; and to the wonderful 
youth and their families who were so helpful. Several people 
commented to me on how terrific the youth were during the 
day, and with the clean up!  

 

♦ To Diane McGowan, Lenore Moltz, and Rosa Hatfield for 
counting the Garage Sale money for the deposits! 

 

♦ To our Sr. High Youth Group and sponsors for leading the 
meaningful Maundy Thursday Worship Service. 

 

♦ To our Choir for the very moving Good Friday Cantata, “Song 
of the Shadows”. 

 

♦ To our Choir for the joyful and inspiring Easter Cantata, “Walk 
Worthy”. 

 

♦ For the Instrumental Ensemble for providing musical accompa-
niment at both Easter Worship Services. 

 

♦ To our Altar Guild for their special work in preparing for our 
Palm Sunday and Easter Worship Services. 

 

♦ To our Middle School Youth Group and sponsors for decorat-
ing the Worship Center for our Easter Celebration. 

 

♦ To our Parish Fellowship Board for hosting the joyous and deli-
cious Easter Breakfast, and to all who shared baked goods,etc. 

 

♦ To our Middle School Youth Group and sponsors for hosting 
the Easter Egg Hunt, Crafts and Refreshments, and to all who 
shared eggs, and treats. 

 

♦ To Clyde Sutton and Steve Kikta for assisting the ushers by 
setting out and putting away extra chairs on Easter Sunday for 
the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Apr. 29th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Apr. 27th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

                    ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love 
with our community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Je-
sus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 
• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 

joyfully and freely to the Lord; 
 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

11th Annual Abiding Love Men's Work Retreat 
At Lutheran Camp Chrysalis, near Kerrville 

Workin’ with the Master Builder 
Friday, May 1st to Sunday, May 3rd 

 

This is a retreat where we will work together to repair and improve 
camping facilities for our camping youth. There will also be time for 
fun, fellowship and worship. 
♦ Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are 

needed for purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair 
and improve the camp. 

♦  Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning. 
♦ All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring 

snacks, too. 
♦ Bring Sheets/Blankets/Bedrolls/Pillows/Towels/Toiletries. 
♦ Carpooling available from the church Friday evening. 
♦ Please register by Sunday, April 26th. 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder I laid a foundation…” 1 Corinthians 3:10 

Look for the registration form in the Narthex! 
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Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

April 24-26th 
 

Theme:  “My Cup Runneth Over — I Have More 
                Than Enough for My Needs” 
 

Leader:  Pastor Tracey Breashears of San Antonio 
 

For more info, contact Cindy Atwell, 282-1621. 

Chuy’s 26th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K 
Saturday, May 9 

Start Time: 8:15 a.m. 
 
The race will begin on Brush Country Road near Convict Hill Rd. 
The route will utilize Convict Hill Rd., Abilene Trail, Beckett Rd., and 
William Cannon Rd. This event will draw about 2500 runners to the 
Arbor Trails Shopping Center. For more information email race  
director Brooke Cox, bcox@chuys.com . 

From Shirley Lifsey, Parish Fellowship Board Director: 
 

The meaningful season of Lent is over and we celebrated the 
culmination with a joyful Easter Worship Service! 
 

There are some people who have yet o be thanked for their help 
with the Lenten meals. 
 

The Congregation Council and the Choir, both volunteered their 
time to provide a meal of soup and sandwiches. It would be a 
hard job to decide which was more delicious. 
 

The ‘Owls’ prepared the all-American feast of hotdogs with all 
the “fixin’s”, and there were plenty of them. 
 

We appreciate all of their dedication. 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Easter Morning 
Breakfast. It was a great experience. 
 

And to all the people who showed up time after time to set up 
the tables and chairs, and then take them all down again. It is a 
hard and important job. You are greatly appreciated! 



HOW TO SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS IN LIFE AND IN DEATH… 
Helping Seniors and Others Prepare The Way Home  

To Our Father’s Home – The One He Has Prepared For Us 
Part 3 

 
Several weeks ago, in preparation for our  ALLC Garage Sale, I  
reminded each of you to use this time to de-clutter your life and your 
homes in preparation for going home to your father’s home.  
 

As we began receiving donations for the sale and sorting through 
them, it reconfirmed how important this is for us to do. This is 
because after receiving donations from various estates, I heard 
how several of my friends and relatives had spent many hours 
sorting through many boxes of papers, photos, etc. which had 
meant so much to them, and they had never known they even 
existed.  
 

Then at the garage sale as one of our youth was helping me  
organize the linens table, she found a set of four crocheted pothold-
ers which she fell in love with, because they reminded her of her 
grandmother and how she had made them and used them in her 
home. So that became one of her favorite treasures and many oth-
ers found a various assortment of “Treasures ” which brought 
back memories of their younger years or special loved ones.  
Therefore, this is another reminder to share your blessings and 
treasures with others now and if you have photos, etc. take them 
out at your next family gathering and share them and your fam-
ily history with your loved ones Be prepared to write names and 
dates on them as you sort through them and other hidden treasures.  
 

Thank you for sharing in whatever way you could to help make 
our Garage Sale a big success for our youth, our church and our 
community. Our youth are the future leaders for our nation and for 
God’s world, so your efforts will continue to be a blessing in so 
many ways for many years to come while you are living or after 
your father has called you home.  
 

With the celebration of Easter now over for many for another year, it 
is my prayer that you will continue to share the “Happy Easter” 
message every day with all and to follow Jesus’ commandment to 
love and serve others and share your blessings with all and  in 
all that you do.  
 

Follows are some important directions for you to follow on 
your way to your Father’s Home…… Go Right on to Believeth 
Blvd…Keep Straight and Go though the Green Light, which is 
Jesus Christ and onto the Bridge of Faith, to go over troubled 
waters….  When you get off of the bridge, make a right turn and 
Go Straight….You are now on the King’s Highway and 
Heaven – Bound!  Keep going three miles…. One is for the Fa-
ther - One for the Son and One for the Holy Ghost.  Now exit on 
to Grace Blvd and make a right turn on to Gospel Lane…. Keep 
straight and make another right on Prayer Road…. As you go on 
your way, Yield- Not to the traffic on Temptation Avenue.  
Avoid Sin Street because it is a Dead End! Pass up Envy Drive 
and Hate Avenue. Also, pass up Hypocrisy Street, Gossiping 
Lane, and Backbiting Blvd….  However you do have to go down 
Long Suffering Lane, Persecution Blvd and Trials and Tempta-
tions Avenue. 
 

But that is all right, because Victory Street and your Father’s Home 
is straight ahead!  Now share this with all of your family and friends 
so they will not be lost!   
 

“We have shared together the blessings of God.”-Philippians 1:7 
 

Prayer: 
Dear God, thank you for the Gift of Life. I know that the way I live it, 
is my gift to you. Help me to always remember that the Bible calls us 
to share many things – our resources, faith, love, time and tal-
ents…… and that sharing is enjoying and using something we have 
with others. Amen  
 
                                          —Annette Smith 
                                              For our Membership Care Board 

The Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study is beginning a new 
study guide by Liz Curtis Higgs, Bad Girls of the Bible. The guide is 
available at Family Christian Bookstore. The study will begin April 
16th, at 9:30 a.m., in the Church Library. All Women Welcome! 
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Bilingual Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 26th 

4:00 p.m. Bilingual Worship 
5:15 p.m. Potluck Meal 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
409 West Ben White Blvd. 

“One Congregation worshiping in two languages!” 
All Hispanic Ministry Supporters Invited! 

"Reflections" 
Conspirare Youth Choir Spring Concert 

 

Saturday, May 9th, 7:00 p.m. 
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 

 
The Conspirare Youth Choirs will be presenting their Spring Concert 
on Saturday, May 9th. There will only be one performance, and as 
always, it will be inspiring and wonderful.  
 
Formed in 2005 as the education outreach program of CONSPI-
RARE, the Conspirare Youth Choirs provide an environment in 
which a young singer can explore the depth and beauty of choral 
music. The two youth choirs are made up of both boys and girls 
ranging in age from 9 - 17. Katherine Albin has been a member of 
this choir since its inaugural year.  
 
Get your tickets now by calling the Conspirare Office at 476-5775 or 
you can purchase them online at www.conspirare.org (look under 
concert and events). 

Women of the Church (WELCA)  
Report on 2009 Austin Conference 

 

The 2009 WELCA Austin Conference was held on March 14th at 
Faith Lutheran Church, Austin. The theme was “Act Boldly: Soaring 
to New Height, A Multi-Dimensional Approval to Forgiveness”, 
based on Matthew 18:21-22. 
 

Our own Marge Robison led a breakout session titled, “Let Forgive-
ness Set You Free”, and Nancy Shugart led a session titled “The 
Scoop on Reporting About People with Disabilities”.  
 
Eighteen churches were represented, with 114 in attendance. 

Another ditty from “Children in Church”: 
 

Six-year old Angie, and her four-year old brother, Joel, 
were sitting together in church.  

Joel giggled, sang and talked out loud.  
Finally, his big sister had had enough.  

"You're not supposed to talk out loud in church."  
"Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked.  

Angie pointed to the back of the church and said,  
"See those two men standing by the door?  

They're hushers."  
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