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The Tie That Binds

Easter Is Not Over!
g

LIvEs!

Dear Friends in Christ:

In the Church Year Calendar, the Easter Season comprises 50 days
of rejoicing. For Christians, every day of our lives celebrates Easter
because Jesus is alive and with us always as he promises to be
(Matthew 28:20).

This truth is expressed in a blessing | often use, and our choir
sometimes sings: “As you go on your way may Christ go with
you. May he go before you to show you the way; behind
you to encourage you; above you to watch over you; be-
neath you to support you and to pick you up should you
stumble or fall (Note: This idea was given to me by one of our
youth after a Sunday service when | used this benediction); and
within you to give you peace.”

On Sunday, April 6th, the Gospel reading is from Luke 24:13-35. In
this wonderful story of Jesus’ appearance to two of his disciples on
that first Easter Day as they were walking to the city of Emmaus,
we receive an answer to the question of how Jesus is recognized
among us as his present-day disciples. As Jesus walked with them,
he explained the Scriptures to them. Later he joined them for a
meal.

Each Sunday, as the Scriptures are proclaimed and taught, and as
the bread is broken and the wine poured, Jesus Christ appears to
us! This story of the risen Lord’s appearance on that Road to Em-
maus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s Day!

Don’'t miss another “Easter experience” this Sunday, or every Sun-
day, as Jesus meets His people in their lives that are often filled
with sadness, loss, disappointment, darkness, and despair. In these
very real life experiences, Jesus wants to “warm our hearts” (Luke
24:32) with joy, peace, hope, faith, strength and love!

—Pastor David Fetter C
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From Pastor Lynnae—
Aoy

When | was in seminary | read a book called

“Re-pitching the Tent”. It was all about the

building of church “buildings’. Faith commu-

nity worship began on a mountain with a stone altar and
has developed into the church structures of today. Some of
the most beautiful churches that | have ever seen (other
than the FULL ones) are churches that are built in a simple
style and that have a story to tell.

Some of the most unusual, are “the wooden churches - the
majority of which were built in accordance with laws
that discriminated against non-Catholics. No other Euro-
pean country has as high a density and great a diversity
of wooden churches as Slovakia, so of course, | am par-
tial to them!

Slovakia has the highest density of wooden churches
anywhere in Europe. In 1681, the Roman Catholic
Austro-Hungarian Emperor dictated that only Roman
Catholic churches could use hard materials (stone,
metal). Protestant and Ruthenian/Rusyn Greek Catholic
churches could only be made of wood and were not al-
lowed to use nails in their construction. They had to be
erected within one year, start to finish, and were not
permitted in the center of town.

Builders used ingenious carpentry techniques for joining
together pieces of wood to create these lovely churches.
Weathered, dark wooden shingles seem to ripple and
flow, like snakeskin, over these organic-looking struc-
tures.” (from the CometoSlovakia.com web page)

Within the inner sanctuaries of these churches | first en-
countered ‘painted churches’. | found on the ceilings beau-
tiful scenes of clouds and blue skies, depicted it seemed to
be like looking into the heavens. One church had each of
their organs wind pipes painted to look like a singing choir
of openmouthed angels. Unknown artists worked painfully
to grace the simple woodwork with images of the holy.

Upon returning to Texas, | was astonished to find the
painted churches of our own areas had Czechoslovak and
German immigrant heritage. In the Mid-19"" century the im-
migrants banded together in small communities on the roll-
ing plains of Texas and churches were among the first
structures that they built. Join us on April 17" as we take a
tour of the painted churches of Texas and learn a little
about our heritage. Call the church office to reserve your
place in the van!

Pastor Lynnae
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BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 6TH:
“Third Sunday of Easter”

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 13TH:
“Fourth Sunday of Easter”

Acts 2:42-47

*t* STATISTICS *t*

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 20TH:

Worship - 87
Offerings - $228.83 (Current) + $190.00 (Gifts & Memorials)

FRIDAY, MARCH 21ST:

Worship - 131
Offerings - $1,828.00 (Current) + $55.00 (Gifts & Memorials)

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 23RD:
Worship - 167 (8:30) + 271 (11:00) = 438 (Total)
*Qfferings - $13,100.72 (Current) + $1040.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Other Offerings - $75.00 (Capital Improvement Fund)
$25.00 (Gifts & Memorials)
$260.00 (Food Pantry) +
$30.00 (Sr. High Mission Trip) +
$80.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$50.00 (Youth Fund) +
$20.00 (Men’s Retreat) +
$10.00 (Lutheran World Relief) +
$33.67 (World Hunger)

SUNDAY, MARCH 30TH:
Worship - 95 (8:30) + 103 (11:00)
Sunday School - 100.00
*Qfferings - $3,153.18 (Current) + $535.00 (Debt Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $70.00 (Food Pantry) +

$600.00 (Golf Tournament) +

$20.00 (Men’s Retreat)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

= 198 (Total)

C MEMORIALS:
Food Pantry
For Clayton Matthys by Di & Bill Brophy, Marcie & B.L. Parker,
Diane McGowan, Joan & Tom Hokanson.
For Junell Brinkman by Di & Bill Brophy, Joan & Tom Hokanson.
For John England by Jeri Lyn & Dale Sump.

General Fund
For Alta Percy by Di & Bill Brophy.

For Doug Hall by Kim & Bob Thonhoff.
C SPECIAL GIFTS:
General Fund
In appreciation of Pastor David & Mary Fetter by Ron & Rose Leoni.

Youth Funds
In celebration of Ruth Veh’s 90th Birthday by Di & Bill Brophy.

Sr. High Mission Trip
In honor of Vaughn Hall on his 75th Birthday by Annette Smith.
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C MISSION STATEMENT: Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people. C
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Signed,
Motor Mouth

Signed,
Your friend - Marty

Dear Motor Mouth,
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Advice from Martin Luther
Dear Marty,

Sometimes | say things that | just can't believe | SAID! And, then |
get really mad and have to defend how stupid | have been. | just
keep falling deeper and deeper. How can | shut my big mouth?

It happens to the best of us. We let our emo-
tions rule out thoughts and our mouths. |
guess it is all about slowing down and think-
ing before your act. You can so easily damage
your own reputation by being a 'motor mouth'.
Remember the lesson about the Eighth Commandment?—You
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor: "We are to
fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our
neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations.
Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them,
and interpret everything they do in the best possible light." If
you can keep this in mind you might be able to act accordingly.
And of course, the best thing to do when you lose it is to apolo-
gize right away. Don't put it off! Take care of your offense, be-
fore you get deeper and deeper in debt.
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9 4 1 = “l'would like to thank my Abiding Love
family for all the Love and support shown to me during my re-
cent surgery. Your cards, visits and phone calls helped to
keep my mind off the seriousness of the “event”. It was good
to be back in church last Sunday and catch up with friends. |
was also able to attend Alta Percy’s memorial service which
meant a lot to me since the “Percy’s” have been such an inspi-
ration to us all. They've really shown us how it's done.... So
much Love... And thanks to my wife Laurie who was a ‘rock’
throughout, and continues to show more love than | ever de-
served. God Bless you all”

s .9 o *. &"A huge thank you to all
those from Abiding Love for their memorial gifts, and to those
who came to visit with us at the recent loss of our father. Dad
thought a lot of the congregation there and thoroughly enjoyed
his visits to the church when coming to see the girls and us
while we were there. He loved meeting people and loved get-
ting to know all of you and spoke of you often. Mom seems to
be doing fine in her new home care and we are sure that Dad
still has a few stories left to bend the Lord's ear with yet! Yours
in Christ, Terry Carmichael”
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* ,/ 4, —"To our Abiding Love

Church Famlly Thanks for the Lenten Meal Offering Dona-
tions. Thank you also to the people who donated food for these
events. Your kindness, generosity, and support means so
much to our family. Praise God for our Abiding Love Family
and Friends! Thanks, Jerald and Marilyn”
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“A sincere thank you to everyone for their support and prayers
at the loss of Junell (Marcie's brother). It is always difficult to
lose a loved member of the family, but we give thanks for his
life and are filled with joy at knowing he is now experiencing life
everlasting! Thank you for all of the beautiful cards, hugs of
comfort, and phone calls. A special thanks to Pastor Fetter for
his call with words of encouragement and hope the evening of
visitation. We are greatly blessed to have you all as our church
family!”
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United in Christ - Diverse in People - Called by the Spirit
Equipping the people of God to be instruments of God'’s love.
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From the office of the Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Ray Tiemann
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