
Love Letter No. 1197                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            April 2, 2008 

 

Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
               (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
               E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
               E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
               (Home: 301-9059)  
               E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
               Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
               2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
               Pre-K & Kindergarten — Nursery in Worship Center 
               1st & 2nd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
               3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206 (beginning Feb. 3rd) 
               4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
               Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
               Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
               Adult “Bible Boosters”— Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
               Adult “Study on Amos” — Library 
               Adult “Gospel of Galatians”—Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

STAFF:  
 

Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
             (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
             Phone:  892-4040 
             E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
             Fax:  892-4456 
 

Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
             E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 

Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 

Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 

Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 

Nursery Supervisor:  Tammy Santos 
 

Youth Coordinator: Janea Escobedo 
             E-mail:  allcyouth@austin.rr.com 
 

Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
             E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
             www.abidinglove.org 
 

Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
             (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
             Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
             www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 

 

 

Holy Communion will be served 
at both Worship Services on 
Sunday, April 6th, and at the 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service on Sun., April 13th. 

 

“Gluten Free Bread Wafers” are available 
upon request. Please indicate your need to 
the Pastor as you come to the Sacrament. 

On Sunday, 
April 6th, 
11:00 a.m., 
Austin Thun-
der Van Dyke, 
son of Zephyr 
(Koch) & 

Ryan Van Dyke will be 
baptized. 

The Tie That Binds 
 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

 

Abiding Love Choristers 
singing the Cantata on 
Easter Sunday. 

Communion at our Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service led by our Sr. High 
& Middle School Youth Groups. 

Our Congregation on Easter Sunday after the inspiring and 
spirit-filled Cantata, “Come See the Place” was heard. 



 
 
From Pastor Lynnae— 
 
When I was in seminary I read a book called 
“Re-pitching the Tent”. It was all about the 
building of church ‘buildings’. Faith commu-
nity worship began on a mountain with a stone altar and 
has developed into the church structures of today. Some of 
the most beautiful churches that I have ever seen (other 
than the FULL ones) are churches that are built in a simple 
style and that have a story to tell.  
 

Some of the most unusual, are “the wooden churches – the 
majority of which were built in accordance with laws 
that discriminated against non-Catholics. No other Euro-
pean country has as high a density and great a diversity 
of wooden churches as Slovakia, so of course, I am par-
tial to them! 
 

Slovakia has the highest density of wooden churches 
anywhere in Europe. In 1681, the Roman Catholic 
Austro-Hungarian Emperor dictated that only Roman 
Catholic churches could use hard materials (stone, 
metal). Protestant and Ruthenian/Rusyn Greek Catholic 
churches could only be made of wood and were not al-
lowed to use nails in their construction. They had to be 
erected within one year, start to finish, and were not 
permitted in the center of town.  
 

Builders used ingenious carpentry techniques for joining 
together pieces of wood to create these lovely churches. 
Weathered, dark wooden shingles seem to ripple and 
flow, like snakeskin, over these organic-looking struc-
tures.” (from the CometoSlovakia.com web page) 
 

Within the inner sanctuaries of these churches I first en-
countered ‘painted churches’. I found on the ceilings beau-
tiful scenes of clouds and blue skies, depicted it seemed to 
be like looking into the heavens. One church had each of 
their organs wind pipes painted to look like a singing choir 
of openmouthed angels. Unknown artists worked painfully 
to grace the simple woodwork with images of the holy. 
 

Upon returning to Texas, I was astonished to find the 
painted churches of our own areas had Czechoslovak and 
German immigrant heritage. In the Mid-19th century the im-
migrants banded together in small communities on the roll-
ing plains of Texas and churches were among the first 
structures that they built. Join us on April 17th as we take a 
tour of the painted churches of Texas and learn a little 
about our heritage. Call the church office to reserve your 
place in the van! 
 

Pastor Lynnae  

 
 
                Easter Is Not Over! 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

In the Church Year Calendar, the Easter Season comprises 50 days 
of rejoicing. For Christians, every day of our lives celebrates Easter 
because Jesus is alive and with us always as he promises to be 
(Matthew 28:20). 
 

This truth is expressed in a blessing I often use, and our choir 
sometimes sings: “As you go on your way may Christ go with 
you. May he go before you to show you the way; behind 
you to encourage you; above you to watch over you; be-
neath you to support you and to pick you up should you 
stumble or fall (Note: This idea was given to me by one of our 
youth after a Sunday service when I used this benediction); and 
within you to give you peace.” 
 

On Sunday, April 6th, the Gospel reading is from Luke 24:13-35. In 
this wonderful story of Jesus’ appearance to two of his disciples on 
that first Easter Day as they were walking to the city of Emmaus, 
we receive an answer to the question of how Jesus is recognized 
among us as his present-day disciples. As Jesus walked with them, 
he explained the Scriptures to them. Later he joined them for a 
meal. 
 

Each Sunday, as the Scriptures are proclaimed and taught, and as 
the bread is broken and the wine poured, Jesus Christ appears to 
us! This story of the risen Lord’s appearance on that Road to Em-
maus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s Day! 
 

Don’t miss another “Easter experience” this Sunday, or every Sun-
day, as Jesus meets His people in their lives that are often filled 
with sadness, loss, disappointment, darkness, and despair. In these 
very real life experiences, Jesus wants to “warm our hearts” (Luke 
24:32) with joy, peace, hope, faith, strength and love! 
 
                                                    —Pastor David Fetter † 

The Tie That Binds 

☺CHIP IN FOR CHILDREN☺ 
2008 Abiding Love Golf Tournament 

 

It is not too late for you to help participate in or 
support our “Chip In for Children” Golf Tourna-
ment on Thursday, April 10th, 1:30 p.m. shotgun start at the Grey 
Rock Golf Course (formerly the Golf Club at Circle C). 
 

You can simply come that day to play ($150 individual or $500 for a 
team of 4… This includes drinks, a hot buffet lunch at 12:00 p.m., 
green fee, cart, and range balls). Or, you can make a financial con-
tribution. Net proceeds will go toward new flooring in our 23-year-old 
Children’s Center. 
 

Please, consider giving special support for improvement of our con-
gregation’s vital Christian ministry to children and their families! 
 

Volunteers are needed to assist at the registration table, etc. Please 
contact Kim Thonhoff for information on what is needed (282-4480). 
 

Also, raffle tickets will be available to purchase at the tournament for 
golfers, volunteers, or anyone who comes out to the course. Some 
of the wonderful gifts available include— 
               * A Bed & Breakfast stay! 
               * Several rounds of golf at various area golf courses! 
               * A Calloway Tour Golf Bag! 
               * Plus other “surprises”! 
 

Call John Austin, our Committee Chairman for more information on 
how you can participate, or with your questions (263-7889). 
 

                                                          —The Golf Committee 

Adult Confirmation Class 
Beginning April 13th at 9:45 a.m.  

In the Activity Center 
Taught by Pastor Lynnae Sorensen 

 

This will be a chance to review your catechism studies as well as a 
chance to examine some of the documents of our faith such as the 
Augsburg Confession, the Large Catechism, and the Babylonian 
Captivity! Never heard of them? Well, come to the class whether 
you are a life-long or a new Lutheran. Get started on your personal 
journey with the Book of Faith.  
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HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Marilyn Segner 
                                                    7500 Brompton, Apt. 557 
                                                    Houston, TX 77025 
                                                    Phone:  713/218-7809 

 
IN THE HOSPITAL:  Parker Blake DeBord (premature infant) 
                                 North Central Baptist Hospital, San Antonio 
                                 Parents: K.B. & Brooke (Krause) DeBord 
                                               205 Kipper Ave., Cibolo, TX 78108 
 
DEATHS:  Eugene Chiang, David’s brother  
                  Mrs. Elner Mueller Roth (Feb. 25), wife of the late Rev. 
                            Carl N. Roth, Carolyn Spillers’ mother 
 
PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Sylvia Davis                                  ** Pastor Dave Melber 
** Craig Hohertz                                ** Judy Schlueter 
** Rex Medcalf                                  ** Ann Lunday 
** Cheryl Adrian                                ** Bill & Jeri Benker 
** Amber Karley                                ** Dennis Baker 
** Edna Graeber                               ** Joyce Kuntschik               
** Pat Dove                                       ** Meagan Prehn 
** Del Prescott                                  ** Tom Thomas    
** Blake Johnson                              ** Christian-Charles de Plicque 
** Gene Zimmermann                       ** Dr. August Wenzel 
 

** For the family & friends of Doug Hall at his death, especially his 
              son, Perry Hall (friend of the Hokansons) 
** For the family & friends of Dorothy Schroeder Schnautz (Annette 
              Smith’s cousin) 
** Roland Hohmann (Bobby’s father & Marilyn Segner’s uncle) 
** Edna Lehman (Joel’s mother) 
** Shannon Carnline (Terry Carnline’s niece) 
** Billy Ballard (Brad’s father) 
** Winston Mettke (Paul’s brother) 
** Donovan Hogan (Laurie Donovan’s grandson; son of Marcy & 
              Zach Hogan) 
** Michelle Conrad (friend of the Donovan family) 
** Richard Moore (Kuntschik’s nephew) 
** Leslie Sapp (Debra Ayoub’s cousin) 
** Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s mother) 
** Betty & James Koetting (Reggie Kikta’s mother & stepfather) 
** Margaret Vowell (mother of Donald) 
** Jack Roddy (friend of Hazeldean Dumler) 
** Audrey Boezinger (Karron Lewis’ aunt) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Rick Veh (Di Brophy’s brother) 
** Gladys Kelly (Sheila Koehler’s mother) 
** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth’s brother) 
** Herbert Frels (Lori Frels’ father) 
** Marlene Quintara (cousin of Gisela Armstrong) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
** Praise & thanks to God for the safe return of Staff Sgt. 
              Paul Buaas, serving with the U.S. Army Reserves. 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** LCpl Matt Hohertz serving in Iraq with the U.S. Marine Corps 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta (U.S. Army) & daughter, Zoe 
    ** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier (USAF) 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler (USAF) 
    ** Capt. Matthew Shane (U.S. Army) 
    ** Frank Castro, USAF in South Korea 
    ** Chris Glaser serving in Iraq with the U.S. Army 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas.  

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
April 6—Matthew Oertel 
April 8—Tracy Smith 
April 9—Gloria Kizer 
April 10—Alex Anderson, Brandon Struss 
April 12—Gene Zimmermann 
April 16—David Chiang, Donna Clark 
April 18—Carol Koenig, Eva Taylor 
April 19—Betty Matejowsky 
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Wildflowers and Painted Churches Trip 
Thu., April 17th, 8:30 AM til ???  

Lunch at Franks or Werners  
Cost will be your lunch and shared gas 

prices. Call the church to reserve a place. 

The Austin Conference Needs Your Help  
 For The Annual Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly 

May 30—June 1, 2008 
 

The Food and Beverage Planning Committee for this year’s annual 
synod assembly needs help hosting this event. Currently, items 
needed are cookies, donations, ice chests, and coffee makers. Ser-
vices may also be needed. 
 

This year the gathering of the assembly will be going all “green” as 
the Planning Committee believes it is our duty as Christians to be 
responsible for keeping our environment clean, and to eliminate un-
necessary waste and pollution. The Committee is asking assembly 
participants to bring their own cup or glass for personal use.  
 

To volunteer your donations, goods, or services, please contact 
Marge Kretschmar by phone, 512-258-2988 or email her at 
mkretschmar@austin.rr.com 

                     Mark Your Calendars 
 
Sunday School Teachers, Coordinators and Opening 
Leaders mark your calendars for Saturday, May 17th, for 
the Volunteer Appreciation Tea at 9:00 a.m. 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church Women’s Retreat 
 

Friday, April 25th  
Through 

 Sunday, April 27nd 
 

Theme: Sing a New Song  
Speaker: Pastor Barbara Beale 
Worship Leader: Pastor Lynnae Sorensen 

 

Sisters in Christ, you are invited to join the women of Abiding Love 
Lutheran Church at our annual retreat.  We encourage you to also 
invite family and friends, especially those who do not have a church 
home.   
 

We come together at this special time and place for sharing in 
study, worship, fellowship, music, crafts, and relaxation in the beau-
tiful surroundings of Camp Lone Star in La Grange, Texas.  
 

Please stop by the WELCA table in the Narthex after worship ser-
vices for more information, and to sign up. Please register by April 
13th.  For more information contact Diane McGowan (892-4416). 

                  Men’s Retreat 
 
The 10th Annual Abiding Love Lutheran Men's Work 
Retreat will be held Friday, April 11, through Sunday, 
April 13, at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville, TX.  



BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 6TH: 
“Third Sunday of Easter” 
 

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 13TH: 
“Fourth Sunday of Easter” 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 20TH: 
Worship - 87 
Offerings - $228.83 (Current)  +  $190.00 (Gifts & Memorials) 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 21ST: 
Worship - 131 
Offerings - $1,828.00 (Current)  +  $55.00 (Gifts & Memorials) 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 23RD: 
Worship - 167 (8:30)  +  271 (11:00)  =  438 (Total) 
*Offerings - $13,100.72 (Current)  +  $1040.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $75.00 (Capital Improvement Fund) 
                            $25.00 (Gifts & Memorials) 
                            $260.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $30.00 (Sr. High Mission Trip)  + 
                            $80.00 (Good Samaritan Fund)  + 
                            $50.00 (Youth Fund)  + 
                            $20.00 (Men’s Retreat)  + 
                            $10.00 (Lutheran World Relief)  + 
                            $33.67 (World Hunger) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 30TH: 
Worship - 95 (8:30)  + 103 (11:00)  =  198 (Total) 
Sunday School -  100.00 
*Offerings - $3,153.18 (Current)  +  $535.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $70.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $600.00 (Golf Tournament)  + 
                            $20.00 (Men’s Retreat) 
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 
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♥ MEMORIALS: 
Food Pantry 
      For Clayton Matthys by Di & Bill Brophy, Marcie & B.L. Parker, 
              Diane McGowan, Joan & Tom Hokanson. 
      For Junell Brinkman by Di & Bill Brophy, Joan & Tom Hokanson. 
      For John England by Jeri Lyn & Dale Sump. 
 

General Fund 
      For Alta Percy by Di & Bill Brophy. 
 

      For Doug Hall by Kim & Bob Thonhoff. 
♥ SPECIAL GIFTS: 
General Fund 
      In appreciation of Pastor David & Mary Fetter by Ron & Rose Leoni. 
 

Youth Funds 
      In celebration of Ruth Veh’s 90th Birthday by Di & Bill Brophy. 
 

Sr. High Mission Trip 
      In honor of Vaughn Hall on his 75th Birthday by Annette Smith. 

Food Pantry 
 
As always, the Food Pantry needs to stock its shelves 
with protein items, canned vegetables, canned 
soups, canned fruits, pasta sauce, spaghetti, 
dried beans & rice, peanut butter, and cereal.   
 

If you want to contribute with a monetary donation, just make your 
checks out to “Abiding Love Lutheran Church” with “Food Pan-
try” on the byline. If you can’t decide what foods to bring, the Food 
Pantry’s greatest needs are usually protein items and cereal! 
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

†  MISSION STATEMENT:MISSION STATEMENT:MISSION STATEMENT:MISSION STATEMENT: Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Jesus Christ has for all people.  † 

Lutheran Social Services invites you to 
an Open House and Dedication 

to celebrate the renovation and expansion of our Austin office. 
Come meet the staff who help serve 35,000 people annually! 

 Light refreshments will be provided.  
Wed., April 9, 2008 

3-5 p.m. 
8305 Cross Park Drive 

Austin, TX 78754 
RSVP to (512) 706-7556 or events@LSSS.org 

Parking will be available across the street. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  
SERVICE PROJECT MAKING HEALTH KITS  

 

Families who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time 
to pack essential items.  A health kit helps children, women and 
men who are refugees maintain personal hygiene while living in ex-
ile.  These items may also contribute to a new start for those who 
can return home.  Our goal is to complete 10 kits. 
 

Please buy any of these following items and I will assemble the kits: 
 

·       One hand towel (terrycloth kitchen towel would work) 
·       One wash cloth 
·       One bath size bar of soap in a wrapper 
·       One toothbrush 
·       One wide tooth comb 
·       One metal nail clipper with file attached 
·       Six bandages, ½ “ to ¾ “ 

 

Please place your donations in the bottom drawer of the Armoire in 
the Reception Area. 
 

Thank you for being Jesus’ hands and feet here on earth. 
 

Any questions, please call Barbara Tiedt, WELCA Stewardship Sec-
retary, at 892-2264. 

“Peace I Leave With You” 
Texas Lutheran University Choir Spring 2008 Tour 

Saturday, April 5, 5 p.m. 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church 

200 West Anderson Lane 
Austin, Texas 78752 

Freewill offering will be taken 
Note: Heather Atkinson, member of Abiding Love, and daughter of Paul & 
Dolly Atkinson will be singing with the choir. 

The Evangelism & Outreach Board will hold a meeting on Sunday, 
April 6th, after the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service for all those who are 
concerned about  Christian-Charles de Plicque. 



 
 
 
 
 
Middle School Youth Group Meetings 

 
The next Middle School Youth Group meeting will be held on April 
13th following confirmation at 6:00PM.  Details and the location will 
be emailed to you all.  If you are not on our email list, please let us 
know and we will be happy to add you!  allcyouth@austin.rr.com. 

Advice from Martin Luther 
 

Dear Marty, 
 

Sometimes I say things that I just can't believe I SAID! And, then I 
get really mad and have to defend how stupid I have been. I just 
keep falling deeper and deeper. How can I shut my big mouth?  
 

Signed,  
Motor Mouth  
 

Dear Motor Mouth,  
 
It happens to the best of us. We let our emo-
tions rule out thoughts and our mouths. I 
guess it is all about slowing down and think-
ing before your act. You can so easily damage 
your own reputation by being a 'motor mouth'. 

Remember the lesson about the Eighth Commandment?—You 
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor: "We are to 
fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our 
neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations. 
Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, 
and interpret everything they do in the best possible light." If 
you can keep this in mind you might be able to act accordingly. 
And of course, the best thing to do when you lose it is to apolo-
gize right away. Don't put it off! Take care of your offense, be-
fore you get deeper and deeper in debt.  
 
Signed, 
Your friend - Marty 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 

The next R.O.C.K. meeting will be held on April 13th at 6:00PM.  De-
tails and the location will be emailed to you all.  If you are not on our 
email list, please let us know and we will be happy to add you!   
allcyouth@austin.rr.com. 
If you haven’t signed up to be on one of the leadership boards for 
our congregation, please consider this opportunity.  We would like to 
have the R.O.C.K. members be part of the planning and decision-
making teams at Abiding Love.  The boards meet once a month on 
the second Tuesday.  If you can fit it into your schedule, please con-
tact Janea to discuss where you could serve.  This is a vital part of 
our church and will give you a voice in the future of your church. 

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 

 

                                                    4th 4th 4th 4th &&&&    5th 5th 5th 5th GradeGradeGradeGrade 
 
 
Our next 4th/5th grade youth group will be meeting on April 20th!  We 
will meet at 6:00PM in the upstairs common area.  Bring a friend! 

Ark ALMIGHTY 
 
 
 
 

Have you signed up for ArkAlmighty yet?  If you haven’t, then 
check this out . 
 

For those of you who don’t know, ArkAlmighty is a good deeds 
program that matches up the needs in our congregation with the 
talents and skills of the members of our church. The ArkAlmighty 
website is designed to make it easy to get involved in practical and 
tangible volunteer outreach.  
 

Go to the Abiding Love website at www.abidinglove.org and click on 
the ArkAlmighty link to get started now! 
 

This exciting program is sponsored by the Youth & Children’s Minis-
tries Board and will be promoted and implemented by the Sr. High 
R.O.C.K. Youth Group! 

 

Anyone who would like to participate in Acolyte Train-
ing, please contact Dale Sump by phone at 288-1495 
or email him at dsump@sbcglobal.net 

Work Camp Parent’s Meeting 
 
We will have a planning meeting for all parents of 
Work Camp participants at 5:00PM on April 27th.  If 
you or your youth has signed up to go on the Work 
Camp mission trip this summer, please attend this 
meeting.  We need to finalize some plans and get all 
the paper work filled out.  If you are NOT available 
on this date and need to meet at another time, con-
tact Janea to schedule this. 

Senior Recognition 
 for High School Graduates is Sunday, May 18th! 

 
If you are graduating, please send us your biography as soon as 
possible. We will be compiling them for the newsletter and for the 
Sunday bulletin on May 18th. We look forward to hearing from you 
soon! Please send to allcyouth@austin.rr.com as soon as possible. 

Vacation Bible School volunteers are needed to help us 
have another successful program for our children and the 

community.  Mark your calendars for July 20—25. Call 
Tammy Santos, 282-6372, if you would like to sign up! 
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♦ From Craig Hohertz:  “I would like to thank my Abiding Love 
family for all the Love and support shown to me during my re-
cent surgery.  Your cards, visits and phone calls helped to 
keep my mind off the seriousness of the “event”.  It was good 
to be back in church last Sunday and catch up with friends.  I 
was also able to attend Alta Percy’s memorial service which 
meant a lot to me since the “Percy’s” have been such an inspi-
ration to us all.  They’ve really shown us how it’s done…. So 
much Love…  And thanks to my wife Laurie who was a ‘rock’ 
throughout, and continues to show more love than I ever de-
served.  God Bless you all” 

♦ From the Terry Carmichael family —"A huge thank you to all 
those from Abiding Love for their memorial gifts, and to those 
who came to visit with us at the recent loss of our father. Dad 
thought a lot of the congregation there and thoroughly enjoyed 
his visits to the church when coming to see the girls and us 
while we were there. He loved meeting people and loved get-
ting to know all of you and spoke of you often. Mom seems to 
be doing fine in her new home care and we are sure that Dad 
still has a few stories left to bend the Lord's ear with yet! Yours 
in Christ, Terry Carmichael” 

♦ To Monica Lunday for preparing the Butterfly Balloons for our 
Easter Celebration, and to the Altar Guild for decorating the 
Sanctuary! 

♦ To Brad Ballard for washing our store front windows at the 
Worship Center and for mowing our church property! 

♦ From Jerald and Marilyn Segner—”To our Abiding Love 
Church Family: Thanks for the Lenten Meal Offering Dona-
tions. Thank you also to the people who donated food for these 
events. Your kindness, generosity, and support means so 
much to our family. Praise God for our Abiding Love Family 
and Friends! Thanks, Jerald and Marilyn” 

♦ From the Christian Service Board to all who helped with Inter-
faith Hospital Network hosting at Shepherd of the Hills Presby-
terian Church on Thursday, March 27th. Koinonia 10 members 
participating included Brad Ballard, Mary Ann & Ken Eichler, 
Joel Lehman, Kay Martin, Helen Page, and Annette Smith. 
Also, thanks to Joel Lehman who spent the night with the 
hosted families. Giving Back the Blessings!  

♦ From the youth of Abiding Love to ALL the adult sponsors and 
parents who help with their programs.  We couldn’t have a pro-
gram without you!  We would especially like to thank you for 
supporting our Maundy Thursday Worship Service and our 
Easter Egg Hunt! 

♦ From the Youth & Children’s Ministry Board to all the youth 
who assisted with the Easter Egg Hunt and decorating the 
church properties!  It is obvious that we have many talented 
young people in our midst! 

♦ From Marcie & B.L. Parker and Ron & Marcilynn League: 
“A sincere thank you to everyone for their support and prayers 
at the loss of Junell (Marcie's brother). It is always difficult to 
lose a loved member of the family, but we give thanks for his 
life and are filled with joy at knowing he is now experiencing life 
everlasting! Thank you for all of the beautiful cards, hugs of 
comfort, and phone calls. A special thanks to Pastor Fetter for 
his call with words of encouragement and hope the evening of 
visitation. We are greatly blessed to have you all as our church 
family!” 

♦ To the Mixed Blessings for their music at a special fund-raising 
event for Lutheran Seminaries at Triumphant  Love Lutheran 
Church on Sat. evening, March 29th, and for their musical 
leadership at our 8:30 a.m. worship service on March 30th. 

♦ To Bob Thonhoff for his temple talks on our Golf Tournament 
at both Sunday worship services on March 30th. 

♦ To everyone who contributed plastic Easter eggs and candy! 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Apr. 16th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Apr. 14th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
 

A Note from Karron Lewis—  Katherine Albin’s name was left out 
of the soprano section in the Good Friday Cantata. I thank her for 
sharing her talent with us. 
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ABIDING LOVE 
VISION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES 

 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our community. 
 

Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 
• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 

and freely to the Lord; 
 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 
respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

Thank You Notes continued: 

♦ From Sherry Abrahamson to Philip Drake for all of his extra 
help with set-up for the Luedecke/Grimm wedding. Also, thank 
you to Diane Albin and the board directors for clearing the Nar-
thex for the wedding. All your help was greatly appreciated! 

♦ To our Sound Technicians; Ushers; Acolytes; Greeters; Altar 
Guild members; Worship, Communion and Council Assistants 
for their continued faithful service on Sunday mornings. 

♦ To our Choir Music Director, Pianists and Narrators for the in-
spiring Good Friday Cantata, “Once Upon a Tree”, and for the 
joyous Easter Cantata, “Come See the Place”. 

♦ To our Instrumental Ensemble for their blessing of music at 
both Easter Day Worship Services.  

♦ To everyone who brought delicious breakfast pastries and fruit 
for the Easter Breakfast/Brunch and to everyone who came 
and participated, and to our Parish Fellowship Board for spon-
soring this event. 

♦ To the Parish Fellowship Board (Dolly Atkinson, Director), and 
the Evangelism & Outreach Board (Steve Kikta, Director) for 
hosting the “5th Sunday Fellowship Lunch” honoring our new-
est members on March 30th, and to all who brought the deli-
cious food, and helped with preparations and clean-up. 

The women of the church voted and approved the 
use of the Garage Sale proceeds as follows: 
$1000 to Dividers for the Activity Center – These 

are used primarily by the Children’s Center part-time program, and need to 
be replaced for safety reasons and for improved storage. $1000 is the 
amount necessary to have enough to buy the selected dividers.  
The remaining proceeds will be split equally among the Senior High Summer 
Mission trip, the Abiding Love Food Pantry, and College Scholarships to 
graduating seniors.  



 
2007 Mission Support Giving 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 

 

Thank You! 
To the members of  

Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
Austin, Texas 

from the  
Southwestern Texas Synod 

In grateful appreciation for giving 
$37,917.02 

 
For Mission Support beyond the congregation for synodical and  

church-wide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Ray Tiemann 
Synod Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
United in Christ - Diverse in People - Called by the Spirit 

Equipping the people of God to be instruments of God’s love. 
SOUTHWEST TEXAS SYNOD 

1090 Oestreich Drive 
Seguin, Texas 78155-3403 

Ph: 830.379.9900 * Fax: 830.379.9990 
From the office of the Bishop  
The Rev. Dr. Ray Tiemann 

 
March 1, 2008 

 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
                On behalf of a grateful church, please accept this Certificate of Appreciation for your congregation’s mission support in the year 2007. 
 

                Sometimes it is difficult  to know just what mission support does in the life of the church. Listen to this little story:  Carol is a young person 
with no church background who was invited by a friend to youth group in the local ELCA congregation. There was a joy and acceptance among that 
group, so when the invitation came to attend the synod’s Senior High Gathering, Carol jumped at the opportunity. Again, there was fun, good con-
versation with hundreds of other young people, and a realization that Jesus is real. In January, on Baptism of our Lord Sunday, Carol was baptized 
and became a member of that congregation. When Carol went to Texas Lutheran University, there was a chance to participate in Lutheran Campus 
Ministry and to serve as a summer camp counselor at Cross Trails Ministry. Another summer, Carol studied in Mexico in one of our Lutheran Col-
lege global education programs. Today, you will find Carol pouring over Greek and the Book of Concord at one of our seminaries. In a couple of 
years, Carol will be serving a congregation, much like yours, as a newly ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

                Parts of this story are repeated over and over again in the lives of God’s people, as well as in the congregations and ministries of the 
ELCA. Your gifts help make these miracles of faith happen. Your generosity, combined with the mission support of others, creates opportunities for 
the love of God to be known through word and action. 
 

                When your congregation shares its funds with Mission Support, you aren’t giving to budgets. You are giving so that lives of people like 
Carol are transformed and so that the congregations served by this soon-to-be pastor can transform other lives. All this happens by the grace of 
God and the power of the Holy Spirit! 
 

                May God continue to bless you and your ministry as you generously share the grace and love of God with those in your neighborhood 
and around the world! 
 

Gratefully in Christ, 
 
Ray Tiemann 
Bishop 
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*  *   SERVING IN APRIL  *  * 

 
 

                               8:30 a.m.                                 11:00 a.m.                                           
                                                                                                                                             
 
ACOLYTES:                 6—Travis Tharp                        Audrey Huddleston 
                                    13—Nikki Sawtelle                      Kyle Ayoub 
                                    20—Jacob Hartzer                      Elizabeth Escobedo 
                                    27—Bethany Sump                    Matthew Perry 
 
 
 
TRAY HOLDERS:        6—Emily Tharp                         Austin Rabb 
                                    20—Stacy Ballard                       Deanna Vowell 
 
 
 
GREETERS:                 6—Polly Miller                           Helen Page 
                                    13—Russ & Elaine Oertel           B.L. & Marcie Parker 
                                    20—Kurt & Gloria Rech              Marilynn League 
                                    27—Bill & Kay Nicholson            J.P. & Sharon Perry 
 
 
 
FLOWERS:                  6—Matthys 
                                    13—E. Graeber, Kunz 
                                    20—Karley 
                                    27—Ayoub 
 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD:          8:30 a.m.—Karin Matthys & Amelia Mettke 
                                    11:00 a.m.—Janice Duncan & Nan Hatcher 
 
 
 
USHERS:       8:30 a.m.—Brad & Charlotte Ballard (13th) 
 
 
 
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:       Dolly Atkinson (6th); Sheila Koehler (13th); Tammy Santos & Steve 
                                                 Kikta (20th); Bob Thonhoff (27th) 
 
 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:    Naomi Circle 
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