The Tie That Binds

Abiding Lov

7210 Brush Country Road

e Lutheran Church

Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040

(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Diane Albin
(Home: 301-9059)
E-mail: Diane_Albin@gwot.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)
9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL

Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages
2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207
Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center

2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206

4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 2
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The Tie That Binds

A Holy Week of Prayer

Dear Friends in Christ:

For the Christian Church, there is no more holy week in our
church year calendar than the eight days from Palm Sunday/
Sunday of the Passion to Easter.

For each one of us who are called “Christians”, this week is the
reason for our faith. So, | am inviting you to join me in a daily
discipline of praying beginning this Sunday, April 5th through
Easter Day, April 12th. Let us pray that we might focus on
Jesus as “the pioneer and perfector of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)

1 Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion—April 5th

Prayer of the Day:

“Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory
of his resurrection.”

1 Monday in Holy Week—April 6th:

Prayer of the Day:

““O God, your Son chose the path that led to pain before joy and to the cross
before glory. Plant his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may
come at last to joy and glory.”

1 Tuesday in Holy Week—April 7th:

Prayer of the Day:

“Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow
cold in your service, and that we may not fail or deny you in the time of trial.”

1 Wednesday in Holy Week—April 8th

Prayer of the Day:

“Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at human hands and endured the
shame of the cross. Grant that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it the
way of life and peace.”

1 Maundy Thursday—April 9th

Prayers of the Day:

“Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all.””
“Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for
all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant
that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak
again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies.”

1 Good Friday—April 10th

Prayer of the Day:

“Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to
suffer death on the cross.”

1 Saturday Vigil of Easter—April 11th

Prayer of the Day:

“O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the
wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears,
restore us in your image, and ignite us with your light, throught Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.”

1 Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day—April 12th

Prayers of the Day:

““O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make
us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection.”

“God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we
share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of
eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”

Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen, Indeed!
—~Pastor David Fetter

From Pastor Lynnae

Being plunged into darkness. That is what is happen-
ing. We are being plunged into darkness. We don’t E
generally go into darkness easily. It is natural to want
to be in the light. Darkness is for sleeping. Darkness is for secrecy
and underhandedness. As we prepare for Holy Week, we choose
to step into darkness. At the shadow of the cross we stand.

Theologically, the last days of Jesus life on this earth were full of
secrecy, underhandedness and shadows. To willingly go to that
place in our own hearts where we confront the darkness of our
own lives is to confront that which Jesus came to die for. It is for
our sinful selves that Jesus took his place on the cross. We re-
member his life and death as we mark our own sin and confess our
need for Jesus. The Gospel of Mark tells us that “darkness came
over the whole land” at the death of Jesus. We know that dark-
ness. We know that place where our sin and his grace meet - in
the shadow of the cross.

‘Hiwartrug  BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 5TH:
" f}"r#,-f':__“,} “Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday”
7 ) Mark 11:1-11
LAl ':.'- Isaiah 50:4-9a
4?- a Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11

[~ BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 12TH:
[ . mes==y  “Rasyrrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday”

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

Come Celebrate with Us
Cantatas Sung by the Abiding Love Choristers

. “SONG OF THE SHADOWS”
‘,-5 Good Friday, April 10, 2009, 7:30 p.m.
||

1 The early life of Christ began in the shadows. By the flicker-
ing of a candle flame in a rugged stable, the Light of the
World delivered himself into our darkness. In the shadows

of an upper room, we see him experiencing betrayal, but teaching the

world about forgiveness and servanthood. Past Pilate’s court we see

Jesus walk through the valley of the shadow of death as he embraces the

cross. We know that wherever there are shadows, there is also light!

“Walk Worthy”
Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009, 11:00 a.m.

The life of Christ is the greatest light ever
given to humanity. It is a shining call to .
purpose for those who choose to walk in His
footsteps of service. In His vesurrection, we
experience His power and majesty. As you
reflect on this remarkable (ife, may you become chal-

lenged to “walk worthy” of His high calling and experi-

ence a life renewed and committed to the Call of Christ.
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IN NURSING HOME: Irma Andrews (Gary Andrew’s mother),
Regecy Village Care Center

Travis Koehler, Monte Siesta Nursing Home,
Rm. 135 (C-Hall)

HOME FROM EYE SURGERY: Kurt Rech
Pat Hohertz
Edna Graeber

HOME FROM ORAL SURGERY: Kyle Ayoub
HOME FROM DAY SURGERY: Joaquin Martinez
SURGERY SCHEDULED: Sherry Abrahamson (April 7th)

DEATHS: Floyd Vowell, father of Donald Vowell,
grandfather of Donny & Deanna
Marise Drake, stepmother of Philip Drake
Else Preas, aunt of Joan Hokanson
Kay Matyk, aunt of Steve Kikta
Darrell Armstrong, father of Kurt Armstrong

PRAYER-REQUESTS:

** B.L. Parker

** Marilyn Segner

** Alan Matejowsky
** Amber Karley

** Johnnie Strickland
** Herman Gonzalez
** Harley Fetterman
** Blake Johnson

** Meagan Prehn

L

** Shirley Fetter (Pastor Fetter's mother)

** Barry Rodstrom (Pat Koch’s brother)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Betty Koetting (Reggie Kikta’'s mother)

** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin)

** Norman Erskine (Joan Hokanson’s relative)

** Cole Lanier (friend of the Vowells)

** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother)

** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister)

** Dub de Plicque (Christian-Charles’ father)

** Joe Lewis (Zolene Curlee’s brother)

** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents)

** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents)

** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister)

** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew)
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)
**Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth’s brother)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:
** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army
** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC
** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force
** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force
** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC
** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year
(Hazeldean’s son)
** For all those in the military services overseas.
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Kairos Consultants Report

On March 24, 25, and 26 individual members, and groups of mem-
bers met with our consultants from Kairos and Associates, Pastors
Jana Swenson and Jeff Kjellberg.

Abiding Love is to be commended for filling all available time slots
from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for those three days! There, also, were
not any “no-shows”! A total of 100 different persons participated!
THANK YOU all!

A very special thank you is extended to Steve Kikta for serving as
Team Coordinator; and to the following Group Leaders:

New Members—Jill Feary

Parents with Young Children—Holly Leoni

Parents with Teenagers—Debra Ayoub

Past Presidents—John Austin

Children’s Center—Donna Eastty

Sunday School Teachers—Jan Haas

Charter Members—Sherry Abrahamson

Food Pantry—Diane McGowan

Senior Citizens—Ann Lunday

High School Youth—Katherine Albin

Many thanks to the following who served as Hosts: Steve Kikta,
Dolly Atkinson, Lenore Moltz, Diane Albin and Lloyd Matthys.

Special thanks also to the Cookie Brigade for the wonderful snacks
and cookies, and to anyone else who contributed goodies.

Next meetings with Pastor Jana Swenson (for all members):
Sunday, April 19th, 5:00 p.m.—Pot-luck Supper

6:00 p.m.—Presentation of Reports

Monday, April 20th, 7:30 p.m.—Presentation of Reports

Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:
Apr. 5—Karin Matthys, Alyssa Ramirez . ' 2
Apr. 6—Matthew Oertel o o LA
Apr. 8—Tracy Smith i- H H
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Apr. 9—Gloria Kizer

Apr. 10—Brandon Struss
Apr. 12—Gene Zimmermann
Apr. 14—Michelle Olson
Apr. 16—David Chiang, Donna Clark, Janet Ryon
Apr. 18—Carol Koenig, Ava Taylor

PEOPLE continued:

** Prayers of thanks for the members and leaders of our Boy Scout
Troop 555 who share their time and talents with our children. They
mentor our children and are so generous of their time. Also, prayers
of thanks for Mason Tate who has achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout. Praise the Lord!

CD and Cassette Recordings are made each Sunday of our 8:30
and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services. If you would like to have one for
your use, or to share at any time, they are on a bookcase shelf in
the Church Library. Please return them when you are finished.

Christian-Charles de Plicque of Karleby, Finland is visiting friends
here in Austin, and his 90 year-old father in Dallas. He greeted our
congregation, and expressed his thanks for our support at the 8:30
a.m. Worship Service on March 29th.

Christian-Charles is an associated member of Abiding Love, and a
member of the Lutheran Church of Finland. He has had a music,
radio, and publication evangelistic ministry in Finland and other
countries for many years.




HOW TO PLAN FOR LIFE AND DEATH ... Part 2
Helping Seniors and Others Prepare The Way Home To
Our Father’s Home -- The One He Has Prepared For Us.

In our last issue it was noted that “Growing Older” requires
preparation and being responsible. Making decisions about the
realities of life by sharing and documenting your wishes can make
the burden lighter for your family in life or in death after you
have gone on to your father’'s home.

However, growing older not only pertains to Seniors, as “those
important documents” are just as important for the younger
members of your family as well, especially if they have children.
An unexpected death can result in the immediate family losing con-
trol of how you wish for things to proceed, if plans are not docu-
mented now to finalize those important decisions.

It is our wish to help you become more knowledgeable, self confi-
dent, and directed so you can plan for your future and make your
decisions before someone else has to make them for you.

To begin with, document what planning has already been done
or needs to be done to match your wishes with your goals and re-
sources available. If you have not done your legal planning, take
the time necessary to do this now. If you already do have legal
documents in place, review them to determine if circumstances
have changed and new documentation is necessary.

Two important areas covered in order to prevent heartache and
financial catastrophe are documents referred to as “Planning
for Life” and “Planning for Death”.

“Planning for Death” documents are Wills and Trusts are:

¢ Wills—provide you the legal document to address how you
want your possessions disposed of, and how they are to be distrib-
uted after your death. A will must be probated by the state legal
system after your death. Failure to do so can cause problems at a
later date. Dying without a will or “intestate” can create legal head-
aches and potential conflicts among survivors. If there is no will, the
state intestate laws will decide how your assets are distributed. If no
blood relatives exist, the estate is awarded to the state.

¢ Living Trusts—avoid the probate procedure required by a
will. Trusts are created for various other reasons as a management
tool (such as to help care for a disabled child) and to aid in estate
and tax planning. Living Trust are made in your lifetime and can
be revocable and subject to change before your death; or irrevo-
cable, which can never be changed or canceled.

¢ Each legal arrangement should be entered into very care-
fully, after much consideration and consultation with a trusted
and qualified professional.

“Planning for Life” documents are referred to as follows:

¢ Durable Power Of Attorney—for property and financial
matters in case of incapacity and you are unable to do such things
for yourself.

¢ Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care—also referred to
as “Health Care Proxy” to have someone make health decisions for
you if and when you cannot do so.

¢ Advance Directives for Care and Living Wills—to put your
wishes in writing about medical treatment in event of terminal iliness
at the end of life if you are unable to communicate.

If you need help with any of these issues, please contact the Church
Office, 892-4040, or email abidinglove@austin.rr.com , so we can
help you find assistance. Please let us know if there is other helpful
information you would like to see published in the future.

“Oh that my words were written down.” Job 19:23

Prayer: Dear God, help us realize that a spoken word only lingers
for a moment, and is often lost after you call us home. Help me to
make my wishes known in life and death to do what is best for my
loved ones and for you, so they will not cry out as Job wishing my
words were written in ink. Amen.

—Annette Smith, Membership Care Board

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel - Thursdays 9:45 A.M.

Whenever we worship - you are invited!
Weekly chapel is an important part of the
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel is
led by the pastors and uses the Chapel
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are
always welcome to attend.

Upcoming Chapel Themes:

Apr. 9: Jesus Gives Us the Lord’s Supper
Apr. 16: Jesus Is Alive!

Read and Discuss

Here are the books and monthly dates of our Wednesday Read and
Discuss group:

April 15: Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by
Alexander McCall Smith.

Put these dates on your calendar so you don’t
forget. And KEEP READING!

“For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that
One has died for all.” — 2 Corinthians 5:14

During this month, let the love of Christ urge

= - you to share the Good News of the Gospel
T 3 in our community with your neighbors and
— other Abiding Love members.
ﬁ » Consider writing down four ways that you
Ehare a Liste Bt could share the Good News this month.
of four Lawe  Then tape it to your mirror and review it

daily. Next, take action.

—Nancy Shugart
Evangelism & Outreach Board

Children’s Center Corner

In case you were on the church premises in the last
week, you may have heard some infrequently heard
noises. We had pigs squealing, sheep and goats
bleating, a donkey braying, a calf mooing, and the
clomping of horses hooves. Every child got to ride on
the ponies and pet the farm animals. The children
shrieked with delight.

The sights and sounds of springtime and the fun experiences that it
affords our children, filled our playground with giggles of awe and
wonder. What a joy it is to serve in our own home mission field.
Thank you for allowing me to be your servant.

—Donna Eastty, Director

St. Martin’s Ev. Lutheran Church Celebrating 125 Years

St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Austin, invites you to join
their congregation on April 25 & 26 as they welcome ELCA Presid-
ing Bishop Mark S. Hanson to Texas. Bishop Hanson will visit St.
Martin’s as they celebrate their church’s 125th anniversary.

You are invited to join St. Martin’s for these events:

Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m.
“An Open Forum and Reception with Bishop Mark S. Hanson”
Please RSVP to 476-6757

Sunday, April 26, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
Bishop Hanson will deliver the day’s sermon




Abiding Love Garage Sale
This Saturday, April 4th!!!
8:00 a.m. till 3:00 p.m.

Things To Do To Help!

Bring Food Items:
¢ Fruit & Vegetable trays
¢ Sandwiches
¢ Soft Drinks (We have 84 cans Coke, 24 Mountain Dew,
12 Sprite, 6 Pepsi) Need Diet Drinks
Bottled Water
Home-baked cakes, pies, breads, muffins, candy, jelly, etc.
¢ Cash donations left in “Treasure Chest” to purchase food
items
These donations will be used for the workers and the concession stand.
Bring YOUR Garage Sale Items to Church:
¢ Thursday, April 2, after 1:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
¢ Friday, April 3, 8:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
If you have large items that need to be picked up, call John Urban, 750-5979

> &

Help Price Items and Set Up the Garage Sale:
¢ Thursday, April 2, 1:30 p.m. —8:00 p.m.
¢ Friday, April 3, 8:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
¢ Saturday, April 4, 7:00 a.m. until closing
Sign Up as Cashiers, Baggers or Floaters
Bring tarps, canopies, ropes, or clothing racks to help display items.
Help Clean Up After the Garage Sale:
¢ Saturday, April 4, after 3:00 p.m.

Come for the Church Members’ Preview Sale:
¢ Friday, April 3, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Help spread the word and help any way you can
and
“Give Back the Blessings”!

Sponsored by Abiding Love WELCA and the Sr. High Youth Group.

Worship - 59
Offerings - $715.42 (General Fund) +
$66.75 (Lenten Meal for General Fund)

Worship - 82 (8:30) + 102 (11:.00) = 184 (Total)
*Qfferings - $6,457.10 (General Fund) + $415.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$110.00 (Women’s Retreat Scholarship) +
$20.00 (WELCA Garage Sale) +
$20.00 (Music Fund)
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

Worship - 61
Offerings - $244.00 (General Fund) +
$93.00 (Lenten Meal for National Youth Gathering)

Worship - 82 (8:30) + 96 (11:00) = 178 (Total)

Sunday School - 83

*Offerings - $10,560.50 (General Fund) + $825.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

Movers & Shakers

The Parish Fellowship Board is forming a new group tentatively
called “The Movers and the Shakers”. This group will be comprised
of strong people of any age who will set up, take down, and store
the tables, chairs, etc., that are needed for special events.

After preliminary organization, they will become an autonomous
group that will designate their own leaders and the means by which
they will accomplish their goals.

Hopefully, there will be a large enough group so that no one will
have to be called on more than a few times a year.

If you wish to serve, put your name on a slip of paper, and put it in
Shirley Lifsey’s mailbox in the Workroom. Thank you.

v

Food Pantry
For Floyd Vowell by Bill & Di Brophy

Garage Sale
For Marise Drake by Annette Smith.
For Floyd Vowell by Annette Smith.

General Fund
For Marise Drake by Bill & Di Brophy.
For Floyd Vowell by Greta Rymal, Alan & Betty Matejowsky.

v

General Fund
For Michael Lunday’s Birthday by Ann & Charlie Lunday.

Christian Service Board
April 5th — “Food Pantry Sunday”

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area: We are always in need of
protein items like tuna or other canned meat, ce-
real, and peanut butter. Clients really appreciate

Food the shampoo, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. If you
mmtry Nave questions or would like to volunteer, please
contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416.

Collection Bins in Reception Area—
April: Also collecting Children’s Books for the Food Pantry!

Give Back the Blessings!

Did You Know?
¢ Abiding Love sponsored 17 CROP Walkers on March 7th & 8th!

¢ Abiding Love CROP Walkers raised $1441.00 to help stop
hunger in 2009!

¢ The ELCA Southwestern Texas Synod has 2 local camps:
Camp Chrysalis and Ebert Ranch Camp, both under the direc-
tion of Cross Trails Ministry.

¢ Cross Trails Ministry’s mission is: “Our mission is to provide
alternative settings and experiences in which youth, adults and
families are strengthened in their relationship with Christ, each
other, the church and community.”

¢ Lutheran Camp Chrysalis is located on 77 acres in the heart of
the Texas Hill Country. It has as its focal point a beautiful bluff
that overlooks Turtle Creek.

¢ Ebert Ranch Camp is located on 465 acres in the heart of the
Texas Hill Country.

¢ On May 1st, Abiding Love men will work together for the 11th
consecutive year to improve Cross Trails Ministry’s camping
facilities. This year they will be going to Camp Chrysalis.
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April 11, 2009
9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Activity Center

Mark your Calendars!

The annual Easter Eqg Hunt is
coming for all children!
Bring a friend and join the fun!
We will have crafts and games!
AND
The Easter Bunny will hide many

eggs for you to hunt.

Please help with donations of plastic eggs filled with
wrapped candy, stickers, coins, small toys, etc...

Bags of candy are welcome too! Please put these items in
the box in the Worship Center’s Reception area by Friday,
April 10th.

Thank you for your support!

First Communions Celebrated
Palm Sunday, April 5th
11:00 a.m.
Justin Heidemeyer, son of Richard & Susan Heidemeyer
Braden Karley, son of Brent & Sherri Karley
Joshua Ryon, son of Richard & Janet Ryon

We will not be having a movie on Friday, April 3rd!
The space will be utilized by preparations for the
Abiding Love Church-wide Garage Sale.

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.0.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

Thursday, April 2 — anytime between 1:30 to 8:00 p.m.
Help set up and sort garage sale items!

Friday, April 3 — anytime between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Help set up and sort garage sale items!

Saturday, April 4 — anytime between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Help with Abiding Love Garage Sale!

Sunday, April 5 — Our turn to be the Welcome Team for Sunday
morning greeting before worship services and
for food and fellowship after worship services.

Maundy Thursday Worship, April 9th, 7:30 p.m. — Lead Worship

Sunday, April 19 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering
Getting Ready

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering
New Orleans, Louisiana
July 22-26, 2009

Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th.
Theme: Friendship Train
Director: Holly Leoni

‘.n.\_. e
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Middle School Youth Group

Saturday, April 11—9:00 a.m. — Come help with the Easter Egg
Hunt! We will be stuffing eggs, hiding
eggs, assisting the younger children
with arts and crafts, decorating the
sidewalks with colored chalk and more!
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Dear Marty,

Why do students get a lot of homework? | get homework every
day and it’s unfair. It takes away from family time which is fun
to me.

Signed,
Just wanna have fun!

Dear Fun,

Homework does seem to be unfair, but
then so is work and chores, cleaning
and making your bed. I want to just say
that, well, life isn’t fair, but that
doesn’t really help you. The real answer is that
homework is designed to help you practice what you
are learning and to show your teachers what you
know. It is also a reinforcement of what you have
learned.

I suggest that you find a time to get your homework
done when you aren’t missing out on family time.
Also, focus really hard when you are doing your
homework so that you can get it done faster. My
guess is that everyone in your family has a little
homework. They surely understand.

Signed,
Marty




BULLETIN BOARD

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Apr. 15th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Tue., Apr. 14th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

¢ To the Middle School Youth sponsors, Jeri Lyn Sump, and
Elizabeth & Murray Collins for driving the youth to the Bowie
High School track for “Destination Unknown” on Mar. 8th. They
warmed up together and raced each other a few times. Jeri Lyn
led a devotion related to our faith race, and asked them the
questions, “Where are you in your race for Jesus? What are
your distractions along the way?” for discussion. The evening
concluded with going to Wendy's for dinner!

¢ From Marilyn & Jerald Segner: “Thank you to all the people
who continue to bring delicious food to our home. Your
thoughtfulness is appreciated!”

¢ To Abiding Love’s CROP walkers and supporters: Bruce
Atwell, Erik Atwell, Nader Ayoub, Holly Ayoub, Kyle Ayoub,
Katherine Albin, Wade Belew, Josh Escobedo, Laura Branson,
Janea Escobedo, Elizabeth Escobedo, Ben Collins (who raised
$301), Laurie Donovan, Jan Haas, Joan & Tom Hokanson, and
Kay Martin. Total funds raised for CROP by Abiding Love walk-
ers—$1441.00! That is awesome! Thanks to all!

¢ From Elizabeth & Michael Frisch —"A big thank you to the
hospitality folks who organized the lovely welcome after the
worship on Sunday, Mar. 29th. We appreciated all the work
and time to prepare all that great food. We enjoyed getting to
meet so many people.”

¢ To the Abiding Love Choristers for the musical leadership on
Sunday, March 22nd, at the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service.

¢ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership on Sunday,
March 22nd, at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.

¢ To Karron Lewis for beautiful solo, “Love of God”, on Sunday,
March 29th, 8:30 a.m.

¢ To the Alleluia Children’s Choir for their special song, “It is Well
with My Soul”, at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday,
March 29th.

¢ To our New Member Sponsors.

¢ To the Parish Fellowship and Evangelism & Outreach Boards
for the special brunch honoring the New Members on Sunday,
March 29th.

¢ To Steve & Reggie Kikta for hosting the New Member Orienta-
tion on Saturday morning, March 28th.

¢ To Diane Albin and Jeri Lyn Sump for their presentations on
Abiding Love’s organizational structure and opportunities for
service, spiritual growth, and fellowship at the New Member
Orientation.

¢ From the Vowell Family: “To Pastor Fetter for doing the offici-
ating at the funerals for Margaret and Floyd Vowell, Sr. Pastor
Fetter & Pastor Lynnae, you made them feel so good when you
came to visit. Thank y’all for being there for us at our time of
need. To Pastor Fetter for walking around the corner to the
house on the 15th of March to be with my family when Floyd
died. May God bless you all as well, as y’all have blessed us.”

¢ To Ande Brophy for donating a can of orange paint!

11th Annual Abiding Love Men's Work Retreat
at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis , Kerrville , TX
Workin’ with the Master Builder
Friday, May 1st to Sunday, May 3rd
This is a retreat where we will work together to repair and improve camping
facilities for our youth. There will also be time for fun, fellowship and worship.

- Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are needed for
purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair and improve the camp.
- Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning.

- All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring snacks, too.

- Bring Sheets/Blankets/Bedrolls/Pillows/Towels/Toiletries.

- Carpooling available from the church Friday evening.

- Please register by Sunday, April 26". Registration forms in the Narthex, or
at: www.abidinglove.org/Forms/RetreatApplication2009.pdf

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid
a foundation...” 1 Corinthians 3:10

Annual Women’s Retreat
April 24-26th

Theme: “My Cup Runneth Over — | Have More
Than Enough for My Needs”

Wormen a
E.BA a Leader: Pastor Tracey Breashears of San Antonio

See flyers in the Narthex for details!

Action Alert from Capital Area Food Bank of Texas

Please read how you can help hungry Texas children who are at
risk of obesity by supporting SB 644/HB 1622.

One in four Texas Children are living in homes without enough to
eat, and one in five suffer from obesity. You can help low-income
children get the foods they need to grow healthy and strong.

SB 944 provides money for food banks to purchase “healthy foods”
such as lean meats, fruits, vegetables and low-fat dairy products.
One hundred percent of this funding will be for purchasing food.

For more information how you can address this issue, visit:
www.austinfoodbank.org/take-action/

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love

with our community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate

the love Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and

others by:

e Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving
joyfully and freely to the Lord;

e |nviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by
showing respect and love for all;

e Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

e  Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

e Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

e Demonstrating love through actions;
e Being excited for Jesus; and

e Praying frequently.
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+ GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW MEMBERS +
March 29, 2009

Denis and Judy Collins, 2809 W. William Cannon, #C-106 Austin
78745  473-9477

Sponsors: Steve & Reggie Kikta and Tammy Santos

Denis and Judy met while attending (Southwest) Texas State Uni-
versity. In 2003, they married at the First United Methodist Church
in San Marcos, Texas. Denis, originally from Austin and a Bowie
Alumnus, works for the Internal Revenue Service as a Temporary
Clerk. Judy is currently working for Austin ISD as a Licensed Spe-
cialist in School Psychology. Her hometown is San Antonio. Denis
& Judy enjoy spending time with family and friends, walking their
dog, going to the movies, and reading.

Jennifer Cooper, 6637 Marble Creek, Austin 78747
Sponsor: Dolly Atkinson

Jennifer grew up in San Antonio. She went to Texas Lutheran Uni-
versity and graduated with a BA in Education and minor in Theol-
ogy in December 1998. She has taught for 11 years. She married
her husband, Brian Cooper, in June 2003, and they have lived in
Austin for 10 years.

Michael and Elizabeth Frisch, Children - William & Alma (Ally),
5437 Hitcher Bend, Austin 78749 301-1451
Sponsors: Bruce, Cindy, Erik, & Carly Atwell

Mike and Beth moved to Austin in the early 90’s from Indiana &
Ohio to work as chemical and environmental engineers after Mike
finished his PhD at U.T. After a short stint in Portland, OR they real-
ized Austin was their true home & have been here ever since. They
live in the Villages at Western Oaks. William is 7 years old & at-
tends Mills Elementary. Ally is 4 years old & attends the St. Mark’s
Episcopal pre-K program. Mike is a Member of Technical Staff at
Spansion but currently works as an assignee to ISMI SEMATECH
on environment & renewable energy projects. His favorite pastime
is fishing & kayaking on the Gulf Coast and playing soccer & Baku-
gan with the kids. He is also committed to developing 1Thouse at a
time (1houseatatime.org) ...a program he created through A Nur-
tured World non-profit agency to combine helping low-income fami-
lies reduce their utility costs as well as reduce their environmental
footprint through home weatherization, upgrade of appliances, and
installation of renewable energy & water re-use technologies. Beth
is the President & co-owner of Culture Technologies, Inc. as well as
the Director of Development of A Nurtured World (nurturedworld.
org). She shares Mike’s passion for fishing, the ocean and kayak-
ing as well as anything that gets her hands dirty in the garden and
xeriscaping.

Roger Ortiz, 2500 Broken Oak, Austin 78745
Sponsor: Melissa Ortiz

Roger grew up in Baytown, and has lived in Austin for several
years. He works for Casa Garcia Restaurant on Lamar. He mar-
ried Melissa Kikta in November of 2008. They have a daughter,
Lillia and son Christopher, whom he enjoys spending time with.

517-7980

443-8947

Vesna Sviglin, Son - Neven Sviglin-Mulhall 288-2699
9012 Meacham Way, Austin 78749

Sponsor: Elizabeth Davis

Vesna grew up in Pensacola, Florida, and graduated from Troy
State University & the University of Florida. She has lived in Austin
for ten years, and works for Tokyo Electron. She loves to travel,
and is enjoying the weekend in Hot Springs, Arkansas. She has
been married to James for 6 years, and they have a son, Neven,
who is 2 years old. Their life revolves around Neven, and love to
watch him grow & experience life. When he is older, she looks for-
ward to taking him on long hikes (one of her greatest joys in life).

AMNelwz,

HE IS ALINVE]
ELCA Presiding Bishop's 2009 Easter Message

"Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified ... has been raised."
— Mark 16:6

When Mary Magdalene, Mary and Salome came to the tomb, their
hopes and fears intersected. They wondered aloud about the im-
possibly large and heavy stone that presented an obstacle to their
immediate plans. Worse, what they thought lay behind the stone
was unspeakably devastating. Jesus, who embodied the hope of
God's promise in a fully human life, was not simply dead, but cruci-
fied -- executed in the most extreme humiliation, a savage mockery
of the hope that had lived with him.

But the stone was gone, the grave empty. Where they had ex-
pected to hear the silence of death's mockery, they were met by an
astonishing message that the crucified one was raised from the
dead, that their hope was victorious over humiliation, and that Je-
sus lives and is leading the way into an unexpected, surprising fu-
ture with God.

Jesus lives and resurrection hope beckons. Jesus' resurrection on
the third day signals that God is not finished until the life of Jesus
renews the whole creation. Sinners once haunted by the threats of
judgment will live forgiven, restored, renewed and freed. All lives
broken by sin's injustices and haunted by death's terrors will be
transformed by joy and transfigured into the new creation in Christ.

You and | are witnesses of this new creation. You have been bap-
tized into Jesus' death and resurrection and have heard his prom-
ise. Your lives are hidden in his and he feeds you with a foretaste of
the eternal feast of joy. He will meet you in your hope. He claims
your daily work and makes it into a holy calling. He lives in you and
sends you into the world as an ambassador of reconciliation, a tes-
timony of God's incomparable love. Jesus lives! Your life in him is
resurrection witness.

"This is our God; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation!"
— Isaiah 25:9

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Chuy’s 26th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K
Saturday, May 9
Start Time: 8:15 a.m.

The race will begin on Brush Country Road near Convict Hill Rd.
The route will utilize Convict Hill Rd., Abilene Trail, Beckett Rd., and
William Cannon Rd. This event will draw about 2500 runners to the
Arbor Trails Shopping Center. For more information email race
director Brooke Cox, bcox@chuys.com .
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* * SERVING IN APRIL * *

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
ACOLYTES: 5 - Alex Santos Kara Titus

12 - Kelsey Hollien Alex Santos

19 - Emma Albin Ben Collins

26 - Sara Pavey Katherine Albin
TRAY HOLDERS: 5 - Stacy Ballard Austin Rabb

19 - Jonathan Mettke Deanna Vowell
FLOWERS: 5 - Nicholson, Suggs

12 - Dumler, McGowan
19 - Clarkson, E. Graeber
26 - Ayoub, Wood

ALTAR GUILD: 8:30 a.m.—Hazeldean Dumler & Amelia Mettke
11:00 a.m.—Denise Alaimo & Karen Gonzalez

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 8:30 a.m.—Greta Rymal (5th); Audrey Lehman (12th); Diane Albin (19th);
Jeff Roberts (26th)
11:00 a.m.—Rosa Hatfield (5th); Nan Hatcher (19th); Dale Sump (26th)

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 8:30 a.m.—Verla Cook (5th); Janice Ashton, Hazeldean Dumler,
Jan Haas (12th); Gloria Rech (19th)
11:00 a.m.—Kari Titus (5th); Helen Page (19th)

USHERS: 8:30 a.m.—Willie Haas, Marvin Haddock, Morris Thompson
11:00 a.m.—Nader Ayoub (all month); Gary Andrews (12th); Donny Vowell (26th)

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS: Joel Lehman (5th); Paul Atkinson (12th); Jeri Lyn Sump (19th);
Diane Albin (26th)

COFFEE SERVERS: Hannah Circle

CHOIR: 8:30 a.m.—26th 11:00 a.m.—5th & 12th (Easter Cantata)

B G aPe e Gandy @




