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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 

Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Bob Thonhoff 
              (Home: 282-4480)  
              E-mail:  rht-tce@swbell.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              2 & 3 Year Olds — 2nd Story, 1st room on left 
              Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, 1st room on right 
              1st & 2nd Grades — 2nd Story, 2nd room on left 
              3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Story, 3rd room on left 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room, last on left 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1& 2, Worship Ctr. 
              Adult Study - Video Series — Activity Center 
 

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 

Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 

Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 

Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 

Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 

Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
 

Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Full-time program:  M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               (Part-time program:  T-F, 9:00 a.m. - I:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
 

Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 

 
†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 
The Tie That Binds 

You are invited! 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship - Thu., April 1, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Choral Tenebrae - Fri., April 2, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt - Sat.,  April 3, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Worship with Holy Communion & Instrumental 
              Ensemble - Sun., April 4, 8:30 a.m. 
 

“Flowering of the Cross” 
 

Easter Breakfast - Sun., April 4, 9:30 a.m., Activity Center 
Egg casseroles and biscuits & gravy will be provided. 

Please bring brunch side dishes,  pastries, fruit,  
vegetable trays, cheese & crackers to share! 

 

“Flowering of the Cross” 
 

Easter Choral Cantata with Instrumental Ensemble -  
       Sun., April 4, 11:00 a.m. 
 

Please bring Easter Lilies to adorn our Worship Center. 

 

Jesus 
Lives! 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 



 

 
 
                  “I BELIEVE” 
     The Good News of Easter! 
                (John 20:1-23) 
 
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
Is there anything greater for us to say on Easter Day as a confes-
sion of our faith than this: “I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who… on the third day rose from the dead”? 
 

I came across a beautiful story about a woman named Rosemary  
Kadrmas who works in the Alzheimer’s unit of a nursing home. Rose-
mary and a colleague named Arlene brought the residents together on 
a Good Friday afternoon to view Franco Zeffirelli’s acclaimed movie 
Jesus of Nazareth. They wondered whether these elderly Alzheimer’s 
patients would even know what was going on, but they thought it 
might be worth the effort. 
 

When they finally succeeded in getting everyone into position, they 
started the video. Rosemary was pleasantly surprised at the quiet  
attention being paid to the screen. 
 

At last came the scene where Mary comes upon the empty tomb and 
sees that Jesus’ body is not there. An unknown man, in reality the 
risen Christ, asks Mary why she is looking for the living among the 
dead. Mary runs as fast as she can back to the disciples and tells   
Peter and the rest with breathless excitement, “He’s alive! I saw Him, I 
tell you! He’s alive!” The doubt in their eyes causes Mary to pull back 
and say, “You don’t believe me… You don’t believe me!” 
 

From somewhere in the crowd of Alzheimer’s patients came the clear, 
resolute voice of Esther, one of the patients, who said, “We believe 
you… We believe you!” 
 

Esther, I believe it too. My life makes no sense without it! Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead! He is alive and available to all people in 
our world today! 
 

May this Good News of our faith make this Easter a most joyful 
celebration for you! 
 

I thank God for these words of Bill and Gloria Gaither in their Easter 
hymn, “Because He Lives”: 
 

“Because He lives I can face tomorrow, Because He lives all 
fear is gone; Because I know He holds the future. And life is 
worth the living just because He lives”! 
 
                                                         — Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

   
  

 

From Pastor Lynnae 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 

Our Lukan gospel has the two men in dazzling white ask the 
women this question. I believe we often try to hide among a great 
deal of dead stuff! When we need help, we turn to things instead 
of people. We probably do that out of fear of judgment or callous-
ness. It’s just easier to avoid groups and stay home.  
 

Jesus’ promise is that with him we are to be about the living. The 
‘living’ are going through all sorts of pain, suffering and troubles. 
People are sick, families are splitting up and paychecks are short.  
When troubles come, church is the place to be.  
 

None of us are perfect. Instead, all of us are sinful and in need. 
This is where Jesus calls us to come and be strengthened. We 
don’t come to the altar with no need for forgiveness. We come – 
each of us – with a desperate need to know of the unconditional 
love and presence of Jesus. The worshipping community comes 
together, remembering that in Christ we are one.  
 

When one suffers, we all suffer.  
 

When one hurts, we all hurt.  
 

We are the living body of Christ’s church. No matter what you are 
going through, you are invited and the mercy of Jesus comes to 
you through the membership of this community.  
 

Don’t look for the living among the dead.  
 

Abiding Love is alive and well.  
 

Come.  
 

Know the living Jesus Christ.  

The Tie That Binds 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 4TH: 

“Easter Sunday” 
 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Luke 24:1-12 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL 11TH: 

“Second Sunday of Easter” 
 

Acts 5:27-32 

Psalm 118:14-29 

Revelation 1:4-8 

John 20:19-31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save These Dates & Come Celebrate With Us! 
 

The 30th Anniversary of Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
Sunday, April 18, 2010 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. - One Celebration Worship Service 
 

Followed by a BBQ Chicken/Potluck Dinner 
(meat & dessert provided, please bring a side dish) 

 

Please RSVP by April 14th 
                            Church Office:                    892-4040 
                            Sherry Abrahamson:          892-2236 
                            Email      rabrahamson@austin.rr.com 

 

† 
 

The 40th Anniversary of Ordination and the Retirement Celebration 
of Pastor M. David Fetter, Jr. 

Sunday, May 23, 2010 
 

More information to follow 
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Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

The kingdom of Heaven is like a fine pearl. 



 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 

 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17TH: 

Worship - 74 
Offerings - $1,154.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   
Other Offerings - $200.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 
                           $146.00 (Lenten Meal)  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21ST: 
Worship - 92 (8:30)  +  107 (11:00)  =  199 (Total) 
Sunday School - 81            
*Offerings - $7,100.50 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   
*Other Offerings - $6,144.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 
                            $125.00 (Gift & Memorials)  + 
                            $20.00 (Music Fund)  + 
                            $15.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)   
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24TH: 

Worship - 87 
Offerings - $444.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   
Other Offerings - $134.00 (Lenten Meal) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH: 
Worship - 106 (8:30)  +  168 (11:00)  =  274 (Total) 
Sunday School - 94 
*Offerings - $6,218.42 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   
*Other Offerings - $1,205.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 
                            $10.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $120.00 (Iraq School Supplies)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $10.00 (Disaster Relief - Haiti Earthquake) 
 

* NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

 

♥  MEMORIALS: 
 

Capital Appeal 
      For B.L. Parker by George & Rosa Hatfield, Joy Zwernemann. 
 

      For Cheryl Adrian by George & Rosa Hatfield. 
 

Food Pantry 
      For Cheryl Adrian by Don & Vera Kirkham,  Diane McGowan, 
             Hazeldean Dumler. 
 

Gift & Memorials 
     For B.L. Parker by Royce & Sherry Abrahamson, Oran Percy, 
             Edna Graeber, George & Nancy Carkeet, Phillip & Tracie 
             Haddock, Mark & Larissa Sutton. 
 

     For Cheryl Adrian by Royce & Sherry Abrahamson, Ron & 
             Rose Leoni, Joel & Audrey Lehman, Bob & Kim Thonhoff, 
             Clyde & Vicki Sutton. 
 

     For Barbara Speer by Alan & Betty Matejowsky, Joel & Audrey 
             Lehman. 
 

Mission & Ministry 
     For Cheryl Adrian by Ron & Cindy Kunz, Bill & Nan Hatcher, 
             Tom & Joan Hokanson, Annette Smith, Greta Rymal. 
 

     For Barbara Speer by Ron & Cindy Kunz, Tom & Joan  
             Hokanson. 
 

     For B.L. Parker by Nader & Debra Ayoub, L.W. & Carol    
             Brinkman. 

                                      CROP Walk Update 
Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty  
 

Abiding Love raised approximately $1500 for the CROP 
Walk this year. Walkers included Louise Charron, Laurie 
Donovan, Philip Drake, Jan Haas, Tom and Joan Hokan-
son, Audrey and Joel Lehman and Lenore Moltz. Many 
thanks to all who contributed and supported the cause. 

 
 
 
 

 
The need continues to be great.  Any donations of food or toiletry 
items will be very helpful.  We especially need cereal, protein items, 
shampoo, toothpaste, and toothbrushes.  We collect children’s 
books to distribute to families with children. 
 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact our 
Food Pantry Coordinator, Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 

 
 
 
 
School Supplies for Iraqi Children 

 

Christy Kikta and her fiancé, Chris LeDuc, are collecting School 
supplies for the children of Iraq. Christy and Chris asked if we would 
help. The Christian Service Board is asking for donations of school 
supplies and monetary donations to help with the collection. Please 
bring your donations to the church marked "Iraq" and leave in the 
box provided in the Sanctuary Narthex. Any of the following school 
supplies are welcome:  

Pencils                               Erasers 
Pens                                  Spiral notebooks 
Rulers                                3-ring binders 
Paper                                 Pocket & brad folders  
Glue                                   Other 

For more information or questions please call Reggie Kikta at 512-
443-8947 or 512-965-3130 (cell). This project is designed to im-
prove relations between the Iraqi people and the US soldiers. Thank 
you for your help. 
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HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Tricia Slovacek 
                                                     Ross Davis 
 

HOME FROM TESTS:  Charlie Lunday 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL:  Braxton Kunz, Dell NICU 
                                  Ben Fuelberg, Seton Medical Ctr. Hays, #320 
 

DEATH:  Susie Brown, sister to Charles Brown, 
                                      and cousin to Dale Sump 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Jason Thonhoff 
** Carolyn Johnson 
** Janea Escobedo 
** R.H. & Ruth Heidemeyer 
** Frances Wogenstahl 
** Woody Joe                                           
** Nik & Jerry Schappe               
** Edna Graeber 
** Blake Johnson          
** Seth Burnett                           
** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
 

** The family & friends of Richard “Dick” DeKing at his death. 
** Clif James, at Monte Siesta, #228 
** Johnnie Strickland, at The Summit at Westlake, #2231 
** Shirley Fetter (Pastor Fetter’s mother) 
** Chelsee Capezzuti (Annette Smith’s cousin) 
** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del Prescott’s grandson) 
** Bobby Buratti in St. David’s Rehab (Kay Martin’s grandson) 
** Arthur & Cabira Harrell (relatives of Annette Smith) 
** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt) 
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
** For all the people of Chile suffering from the earthquake  
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** SSG Christy (Kikta) Williams with U.S. Army in Iraq 
    ** Chris LeDuc in Iraq with U.S. Army (Christy Williams’ fiancé) 
    ** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines 
    ** Adam Rogers in Afghanistan with the U.S. Marines (cousin to 
              Greg & Nanette Dew,& Karen & Justin Joe) 
    ** Allen Kelley (son of Reggie Kikta) going to Afghanistan with  
              a security company. 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas 
 

♥     ♥     ♥ 
 

Brayden Nicholas George was born on Monday, 
March 30th to Kim (Hatfield) & John George. 
Grandparents are Rosa & George Hatfield.  
We give thanks to God for this precious gift of new life! 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
April 
4—Jeff Roberts 
5—Karin Matthys, Alyssa Ramirez 
6—Matthew Oertel 
9—Gloria Kizer 
12—Gene Zimmermann 
14—Michelle Olson 
16—David Chiang, Donna Clark, Janet Ryon 
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SSSSAVE THE DATE!AVE THE DATE!AVE THE DATE!AVE THE DATE!    
Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church    
30303030thththth Anniversary Celebration Anniversary Celebration Anniversary Celebration Anniversary Celebration    

April 18, 2010April 18, 2010April 18, 2010April 18, 2010    
    

The traditional gift for a 30The traditional gift for a 30The traditional gift for a 30The traditional gift for a 30thththth Annivers Annivers Annivers Anniversary is the ary is the ary is the ary is the 
pearl, the oldest known gem.  For that reason the pearl pearl, the oldest known gem.  For that reason the pearl pearl, the oldest known gem.  For that reason the pearl pearl, the oldest known gem.  For that reason the pearl 
was chosen as the symbol for our 30was chosen as the symbol for our 30was chosen as the symbol for our 30was chosen as the symbol for our 30thththth celebration. celebration. celebration. celebration.    
    

The true The true The true The true natural pearl is a gift to us….given solely by natural pearl is a gift to us….given solely by natural pearl is a gift to us….given solely by natural pearl is a gift to us….given solely by 
God’s gracious hand.  As this pearl is a gift, so is the God’s gracious hand.  As this pearl is a gift, so is the God’s gracious hand.  As this pearl is a gift, so is the God’s gracious hand.  As this pearl is a gift, so is the 
most precious gift from most precious gift from most precious gift from most precious gift from God, His son, our Lord Jesus God, His son, our Lord Jesus God, His son, our Lord Jesus God, His son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Through the gift of Jesus Christ we are also Christ.  Through the gift of Jesus Christ we are also Christ.  Through the gift of Jesus Christ we are also Christ.  Through the gift of Jesus Christ we are also 
given the kingdom of heaven which is like a fgiven the kingdom of heaven which is like a fgiven the kingdom of heaven which is like a fgiven the kingdom of heaven which is like a fine ine ine ine 
pearl.  As is recorded in Revelation 21:21 “The twelve pearl.  As is recorded in Revelation 21:21 “The twelve pearl.  As is recorded in Revelation 21:21 “The twelve pearl.  As is recorded in Revelation 21:21 “The twelve 
gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single 
pearl….”.pearl….”.pearl….”.pearl….”.    
    

CelebCelebCelebCelebrating the 30rating the 30rating the 30rating the 30thththth Anniversary of Abiding Love Anniversary of Abiding Love Anniversary of Abiding Love Anniversary of Abiding Love    
April 18, 2010April 18, 2010April 18, 2010April 18, 2010    

    

Today’s Pearls of Wisdom….did you know that in 30 Today’s Pearls of Wisdom….did you know that in 30 Today’s Pearls of Wisdom….did you know that in 30 Today’s Pearls of Wisdom….did you know that in 30 
years we have condyears we have condyears we have condyears we have conducted 461 baptisms?ucted 461 baptisms?ucted 461 baptisms?ucted 461 baptisms?    
    

In commemoration of Abiding Love's 30th anniveIn commemoration of Abiding Love's 30th anniveIn commemoration of Abiding Love's 30th anniveIn commemoration of Abiding Love's 30th anniver-r-r-r-
sary we will be selling beautiful oval etched glass   sary we will be selling beautiful oval etched glass   sary we will be selling beautiful oval etched glass   sary we will be selling beautiful oval etched glass   
ornaments that will commemorate this special event ornaments that will commemorate this special event ornaments that will commemorate this special event ornaments that will commemorate this special event 
for each of us. Keep wafor each of us. Keep wafor each of us. Keep wafor each of us. Keep watch for more information and a tch for more information and a tch for more information and a tch for more information and a 
display coming soon.display coming soon.display coming soon.display coming soon.    
    

“Our 30“Our 30“Our 30“Our 30----year Legacy of Love”year Legacy of Love”year Legacy of Love”year Legacy of Love”    

Alleluia!  Jesus is alive! 



BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., April 14th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., April 12th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 
 

The new LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE is available from the Church 
Office for $28.50. Make checks payable to Abiding Love. 
 

CHURCH LIBRARY —  Please check your home bookshelves for 
books borrowed from our Church Library and return them to the  
Library when your are finished with them, so others can enjoy read-
ing them also. Thanks! 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with our 
community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love 
Jesus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully 
and freely to the Lord; 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing 
respect and love for all; 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 

• Praying frequently. 

 
 
 
 
 

♦ To Marvin Haddock for picking up the new mower in Giddings 
and transporting it back to the church. 

 

♦ To Frank Verzwyvelt for repairing the black tractor and the red 
mower. 

 

♦ The Naomi Circle would like to thank Diane McGowan, Pat An-
drews, Pat Hohertz, and Janice Duncan for representing our 
Circle and hosting the IHN meal at Shepherd of the Hills Pres-
byterian Church on Thursday, March 25. We also would like to 
thank those members who donated funds toward the cost of the 
meal. We know that the family who was housed at the Shep-
herd of the Hills Presbyterian Church this past week enjoyed 
the fellowship time and the delicious dinner. Your Naomi friends 
appreciated your help and support.  

 

♦ Kim Thonhoff would like to thank the OWLS for preparing, serv-
ing, and cleaning up the Lent meal on Wednesday, March 24. 
We also appreciated the extra hands provided by the Parish 
Fellowship Board and Janice Duncan. The meal was a nice clo-
sure to the Lenten series. Thanks for all your time and support. 

 

♦ To the following who presented our last two Lenten dramas, 
“Jerusalem Speaks: Voices in the Shadow of the Cross”:  Ser-
gio Escobedo & Kyle Huddleston on Wed., March 17th; Jared 
Clarkson & Angela Renfro on Wed., March 24th. 

 

♦ To Karron Lewis and Philip Drake for their beautiful duet at both 
worship services on Sunday, March 21st—”Not Too Far From 
Here”. 

 

♦ To the Mixed Belssings for their continued musical leadership 
at our 11:00 a.m. Palm/Passion Sunday Worship Service. 

 

♦ To Brad & Kyle Ballard for again cleaning our exterior “store 
front” windows at the Worship Center. 

 

♦ To the following groups who prepared meals for our last two 
Wednesday Evening Lenten Suppers: 

              March 17 — Congregation Council  
              March 24 — “OWLS” Koinonia Group 
 

♦ To Sergio & Janea Escobedo for providing delicious crunchy 
tacos for the Middle School Youth Group Dinner on Sunday, 
March 28th, and to Pastor Lynnae for showing the movie. 

 

♦ From Shirley Lifsey, Parish Fellowship Director:  “A big thank 
you to all the people who worked so hard on the Wednesday 
Evening Lenten Suppers. The groups responsible are the Sr. 
High Youth Group, Middle School Youth Group, Men’s Ministry 
Group, the Women’s Circles, the Congregation Council, and the 
OWLS Koinonia Group. Your help and dedication are really   
appreciated.” 
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Chuy’s 27th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K 
 

The Chuy’s 27th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K is scheduled for Sat-
urday, May 8, 2010. Runners will start gathering at 6:30 a.m. in the 
Arbor Trails Shopping Center. The race will begin at 8:15 a.m. on 
Brush Country Road and will utilize Convict Hill Rd., Abilene Trail, 
Beckett Rd. and William Cannon Rd. Lane closures will reopen to 
motor vehicle traffic around 9:15 a.m. About 2500 runners are ex-
pected to participate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painted Churches Tour 
Friday, April 9, 2010 

New churches added to the tour! 
 

Meet at 8:20 a.m. sharp, for a lovely tour of historic painted 
churches and fields of wildflowers. 
 

Call Dolly Atkinson, 301-5326, right away! There are only 16 spaces 
left on the bus!  Cost of trip is $22.50 per person for bus. Make 
checks payable to Abiding Love with Painted Churches Tour in the 
byline. Bring spending money for snacks and lunch! 

Help with Transportation 
 

The Membership Care Board will begin 

coordinating transportation for Church 

Members who are in need of transporta-

tion for medical services or for other 

critical needs. If you would be willing to 

drive Church Members for these needs, 

please contact Hal Schultz at 512-280-

4999 or email at halschultz@hotmail.com 



 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 

R.O.C.K. sponsors:  
Jared & Callie Clarkson 

Angela Renfro 
Jeff Roberts 

 
Thursday, April 1, 7:30 p.m. — Participate in 
Maundy Thursday Worship Service (watch for 
practice times via email) 
 

Saturday, April 3, 9:30-11:00 a.m. — Help with Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Mark your calendars for Chili Cook-Off/Movie Night on May 8th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The following eleven young people celebrated their First Com-
munions  on Palm Sunday, March 28th, at the 8:30 and 11:00 a.
m. Worship Services:  
 

CARLY MARIE ATWELL, daughter of Bruce & Cindy Atwell 
 

ERIK DAVID ATWELL, son of Bruce & Cindy Atwell 
 

JACOB NEIL HEBERT, son of Joe & Neilynn Hebert 
 

LINDSAY MADISON KRABBENHOFT, daughter of Matt & Lisa 
Krabbenhoft 
 

JOHN CHARLES OERTEL, son of Russ & Elaine Oertel 
 

MACEY ELEA ROBERTS, daughter of Jeff & Jody Roberts 
 

ABBIE ROSE VERZWYVELT, daughter of Cynthia Langham & 
Frances Verzwyvelt 
 

ANNIE GRACE VERZWYVELT, daughter of Cynthia Langham & 
Frances Verzwyvelt 
 

ALEXANDER MICHAEL VILLALOBOS, son of Alex & Jamie  
Villalobos 
 

VIVIANA JOSEFA VILLALOBOS, daughter of Alex & Jamie 
Villalobos 
 

ALLISON MACEY YETTER, daughter of Gil & Tracy Yetter 
 
+ We rejoice with these communicants and their families. 

Children’s Center Corner 
 

Easter is upon us, and what a joyous occasion it is! 
Death has been conquered and Jesus is alive! It is 
the hope and joy claimed by all who believe, and 
there is no greater comfort.  
 

Believing, as a rule, comes easily for most children. 
However, there are always some who struggle with 
their own self worth, and, therefore doubt God’s love 
for them. When  interacting with children we need to 
be gentle, loving, patient, slow to criticize or condemn. 
 

Years ago a little girl was in the marketplace buying fruit and vege-
tables when the busy crowd knocked them all out of her basket. A  
kind man stopped to help her retrieve them. Upon accomplishing 
this feat, the little girl looked at the man and asked this piercing 
question, “Mister, are you Jesus?” 
 

Hopefully that is my goal and yours, to exude kindnesses that 
would cause a little one to wonder if we are indeed Jesus. 
 

Have a blessed Easter! 
 

Donna Eastty 
Director  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School News!  
Mark your calendars!  

 

“Come to Baobab Blast - God's Great Get-Together”  
 

June 20 - 25, 2010  
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

 

Baobab Blast is an open invitation to be a part of God’s Great  
Get-Together. Set under the impressive baobab tree, kids will   
have the opportunity to hear the Word, be amazed at God’s wildlife   
creations, be a part of a supportive community, and serve in Jesus' 
name.  
 

As the sun rises and sets on the savannah, so, too, will faith and 
relationships grow as kids explore connections with God, family, 
friends, and others around the world. Baobab Blast VBS shows 
our children how to trust, love, follow, care, and share - as the 
church. Get ready to experience the most amazing community  
get-together under the sun.  
 

There's a place for everyone at VBS! Please let us know if you'd 
like to be part of our VBS ministry as a member of the planning 
team or as a volunteer during VBS!  
 

“From East to West, the powerful Lord God has been calling to-
gether everyone on earth.” – Psalm 50:1  
 

Contact: Cindy Atwell, 282-1621 
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Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday, April 3rd 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Activity Center 

 
 

The Easter Bunny will hide many eggs for the children to hunt and  
we will have crafts and games! More information on page 7. 

Middle School Youth Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, April 11— Lunch and bowling or nature hike from noon-4. 
                                 (Will need parent volunteers.) 



 

The 12th Annual Abiding Love Lutheran Men's 
Work Retreat will be held on Friday, May 14, through 
Sunday, May 16, at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis in  
Kerrville, TX.  
 

This is a retreat where we will work together to repair 
and improve camping facilities for our camping youth. 
There will also be time for fun, fellowship and worship. 
 

♦ Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are 
needed for purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair 
and improve the camp. 

♦ Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning. 

♦ All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring 
snacks, too. 

♦ Carpooling available from the church Friday evening. 

♦ Please register by Sunday, May 9th. 
“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 

builder I laid a foundation…” 1 Cor. 3:10 
 

Registration forms will be distributed in April! 
 

For more information please contact Dale Sump at 512-288-1495 or 
dsump@sbcglobal.net 

 

Annual  Women’s Spring Retreat 
Mark your Calendars 
April 23 – 25, 2010 

Camp Lone Star (La Grange) 
 

Theme:  “Consider the  Lilies”  
Speaker: Pastor Jennifer Fuhr - Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection (Wimberley) 
 

 The costs are: 
 

Friday - Sunday $110 
Friday- Saturday (3 meals $85) 
Sat- Sunday (3 meals $85) 
Saturday only (2 meals  $45) 

 

Sisters in Christ, you are invited to come and share in study, wor-
ship, fellowship, music, crafts, and relaxation at our annual retreat. 
We encourage you to also invite family and friends.  
 

Our theme, “Consider the Lilies” comes from Matthew 6:28. God 
assures us that in all the glory of creation we are taken care of. We 
need not worry, nor fret for God loves us! Just look at the flowers 
and know that God loves you even more! At this year’s retreat we 
will study women who trusted God. 
 

Some scholarships are available. Contact Pastor Lynnae if you are 
interested in a scholarship.  For further information on the retreat 
you may contact Cindy Atwell, 282-1621, or Diane McGowan, 892-
4416. 

Staff Study Committee 
 
In this time of transition, it is important to keep the Con-
gregation appraised of the steps that are being taken to 
move into the ministry plan for the future of Abiding 
Love.  
 

The Staff Study Committee has been created and approved by the 
Congregation Council. The members are:  Diane Albin, Jeri Lyn 
Sump, Marian Hollien, Steve Kikta, Tom Hokanson, Margaret Dove, 
Murray Collins, Diane McGowan and Michelle Olson, with ex-officio 
members Bob Thonhoff and Pastor Lynnae.  
 

The Staff Study Committee’s goal is to have recommendations 
ready for Council in June, with implementation in September. 
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Left To Tell: a Book Study 
 

Wednesdays, April 7, 14 and 28 from 7-8 pm.  
 

Home for the holidays, Rwandan college stu-
dent Immaculée Ilibagiza's visit with her family 
is shattered when the uneasy tensions be-
tween the Tutsi and Hutu erupt into one of the 
world's greatest genocidal atrocities.  
 

Join Jeff Roberts over three weeks in exploring 
Immaculée's autobiographical account of terri-
ble loss, paralyzing fear, intense prayer and 
startling ability to forgive.  

 

There will also be an opportunity to see Ms. Ilibagiza tell her story in 
person at the Paramount Theater on May 1st. RSVP to Jeff at 
468.0942 or uoftexas95@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall 2010 Sunday School 
Rotation Content Meeting 

 

Kim Thonhoff would like to invite those who are interested in the 
creation of a Rotational Sunday School concept for the Fall of 2010 
to attend a special Sunday School meeting. We have scheduled the 
“Rotational Sunday School Overview” meeting on two different 
dates and times. It is hoped that you will be able to attend one of 
the sessions listed below: 
 

              Tuesday, April 6, at 7:00 pm in the Church Library 
 

              Sunday, April 11, at 10:00 am in the Church Library 
 

Please let Kim know which meeting you plan to attend so there will 
be enough “take home” materials prepared.  Her email and phone 
number are included in the next paragraph. 
 

At both gatherings, an overview will be shared of the calendar, 
structure, schedules, and themes that will be used for the 2010 Fall 
Sunday School program. In addition to the sharing of the new con-
cepts for Sunday School, we are hoping that those who attend will 
be willing to create "3 activities" that can be included in the Fall cur-
riculum. The assignments will be available at this meeting.  
 

This committee will not need to meet again at a central location but 
communications will be done by email.  The format of the 3 
"activity" submissions will be demonstrated at the meeting. We are 
hoping to have a curriculum for the Fall compiled before June 1.  
 

This opportunity is for all ages from those attending College to our 
wise Seniors! We would appreciate your input and suggestions. If 
you can’t attend one of the above meetings scheduled, but would 
like to be involved, just call Kim at 282-4480 or email her at kim-
thonhoff@sbcglobal.net.  
 

All who are interested in being part of an exciting adventure that will 
support the education of  our children in the Sunday School pro-
gram are encouraged and welcome to attend. 

 

Christian  

Education 



 
“Stewardship Now” 
February, 2010 

The Dark Side and The Light Side of Money 
By Keith A. Mundy, Assistant Director for Stewardship  

 
Martin Luther observed, “There are three conversions necessary: 
the conversion of the heart, mind and the purse.” Today most peo-
ple find the conversion of the purse to be the most difficult. For 
some this is surprising because Jesus spoke more frequently about 
money than any subject except the kingdom of God. The impor-
tance of money is reflected in the range of references in Jesus’ life: 
from the parable of the sower to the parable of the rich farmer, from 
the encounter with the rich young ruler to the encounter with 
Zachaeus, from the teaching on trust (Matthew 6) to the teachings 
on the dangers of wealth (Luke 6). These references reflected Je-
sus’ awareness and understanding of the importance of money. 
 

As observed by author Richard J. Foster in The Challenge of the 
Disciplined Life, there are two divergent steams in Jesus’ teachings 
about money. The first reflects the ways in which money can be a 
threat to our relationship. We see this in passages such as “Woe to 
you that are rich” (Luke 6:24), “You cannot serve God and mam-
mon” (Luke 16:13), “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth” (Matthew 6:19), “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God” (Matthew 19:24), “Sell your possessions, and give alms” (Luke 
12:33). 
 

These passages reflect the dark side of money. This side repre-
sents a threat to our relationship with God and the power it can have 
in making decisions. The basis for this dark side is most often fear. 
Some people may fear being without money because their parents 
were without money at one time. Some may fear failure or success. 
Some believe money represents security in this world. It is the faith 
and trust we put in the value of money which represents the dark 
side. This trust overlooks the first commandment : “You shall have 
no other God’s before me”. 
 

The second stream observed by Foster is the light side of money. 
This refers to money’s use to enhance our relationship with God and 
for the benefit of humankind. We see this side of money reflected in 
passages such as “Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 
19.9), the parable of the Good Samaritan, and the anointings of Je-
sus (Matthew 26:6-12; Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8). 
 

Many are called to be workers and leaders in business, education 
and government. Many have been given the talents to succeed 
through hard work. These efforts are acceptable to God and can 
bring money in return. It is the way we use this money that is impor-
tant. We are asked to give first to God. By giving willingly we release 
ourselves from the power of money and open our hearts to others. 
Richard J. Foster offers several suggestions of how to master the 
dark side of money. Here are a few: 
    1. Read the passages referenced above and others that teach 
about money, possessions and wealth. 
    2. Bring the ministry of prayer to bear directly on money matters. 
Money is a spiritual issue and prayer is a primary tool in the life of 
the spirit. 
    3. Consider the influences of money in your life. Do you love 
money? Do you fear not having enough money? When has the 
amount of money in your life produced feelings of pride or shame? 
    4. Take steps to plan for the beneficial use of money. Prepare a 
household budget. Develop an estate plan. 
    5. Gather a community of support where you can talk about 
money and financial issues. Identify friends and advisors with whom 
you can talk openly about your struggles, concerns and plan.  
 

In our role as stewards of God’s money, we strive to keep God first 
in our life. And, we work together to be faithful in our use of money. 
 
—Submitted by our Stewardship Ministry Team 

ELCA Presiding Bishop's 2010 Easter Message 
 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. -1 Corinthians 15:26 
 

For a brief time, while the crucified Jesus lay in a borrowed 

tomb, it seemed as if death had triumphed once again. 

Threatened by a messenger of God's expansive, steadfast 

love, yet another human mob succumbed to death's seduc-

tion. They chose its brutal, silencing power and trusted its 

empty finality. Death's murderous rebellion against the 

Creator of life seemed unstoppable. 
 

Until that Sunday morning dawned. Mary,  Joanna, Mary and the other 

women arrived at Jesus' tomb prepared for a body emptied of life. Instead 

they discovered the grave emptied of its power and death itself buried in 

resurrection life. Jesus Christ, the first fruits from the dead, lives! (1 Corin-

thians 15:20) 
 

Now Jesus Christ, the embodiment of God's compassionate love, is prepar-

ing your body for a resurrection life. In that life death can no longer im-

prison you in a grave nor hold you captive to its violent imagination and 

destructive power. Joined to Christ by baptism, your body is being brought 

into his resurrected life, into Christ's new creation, and into the ministry of 

reconciliation and peace. In this new day your resurrected service of God's 

steadfast love endures forever. 
 

This is the Lord's doing; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it. --Psalm 118:23-24  
 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Abiding Love Annual  
Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday, April 3rd 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Activity Center 

 
 

The Easter Bunny will hide 
 many eggs for the children to hunt 

 and   
we will have crafts and games!  
Bring a friend and join the fun! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please help! 

 

Bring donations of plastic eggs filled with wrapped candy, stickers, 
coins, small toys, etc.  Bags of candy are welcome, too!  Please put 
these items a the box in the Worship Center’s Reception Area by 

Friday, April 2nd. 
 

Thank you for your support! 


