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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 

Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
              2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
              Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
              Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
              2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
              4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 
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Holy Communion will be 
served at the 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship Ser-
vice on Sunday, March 22nd, 
and at the 8:30 a.m. Worship 
Service on March 29th. 

The Tie That Binds 
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“Now is the Time—KAIROS Report”! 
 

 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
We continue to move forward in a very special process at this time 
in the history of our congregation’s life, mission, and ministry. The 
Greek word “Kairos” is used in the New Testament to speak of 
God’s appointed time to act. It announces joyful and hopeful times 
of Good News. 
 

On Thursday, March 12th, thirty-three members of our 
Congregation Council, Stewardship and Finance Board, and others 
met with Lutheran Pastor Jeff Kjellberg, one of the two principal 
owners of Kairos and Associates of Minneapolis, Minnesota, a 
nationally recognized Christian Consulting Firm which we have 
chosen to help us prepare a long-term strategy that builds on our 
past and present strengths as a congregation, and looks to God’s 
plan for a hopeful, effective, and blessed future for us, our children, 
and our children’s children. As the prophet of old spoke:  “For 
surely I know the plans I have for you says the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

The next step in this process of assessment is to hold “listening 
sessions” for individual interviews, or 60-minute group discussions 
with a cross-section of church members. Pastor Jeff Kjellberg, and 
Pastor Jana Swenson will facilitiate these meetings. 
 

On Friday, an email was sent to all members who are posted on 
this list. It asked that if you would like to be included in these 
“listening times”, that you phone or email the church office at 892-
4040 or abidinglove@austin.rr.com; or, contact our Council 
Coordinator, Steve Kikta at 443-8947 or sekikta@aol.com . 
These meetings will take place during the mornings, afternoons, 
and evenings— Tuesday, March 24; Wednesday, March 25; and 
Thursday, March 26. 
 

The leaders of our congregation believe that it is crucial to get a 
better understanding of how our members relate to this 
congregation, and what their experiences of giving have meant  
to them. 
 

There may still be time to hopefully include you. Please respond as 
soon as possible. And, of course, everyone can be in prayer during 
these three days for our consultants, Jeff and Jana, and all those 
who participate. 
 

At our meeting last Thursday with Pastor Jeff, I quoted something 
he has posted on the Kairos website:  “I am passionate about the 
church and its call to faithfully share the transforming love of Jesus 
Christ to all people. It is my desire to use my gifts in helping the 
church become as effective and far reaching in this mission as 
possible.”  May all of God’s people at Abiding Love say “Amen” to 
that! 
 

I conclude with a favorite Bible verse that Jeff shared with us:  
“Now to God who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine be glory in the church of Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)  
 
                                                         —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 

 
                    Children are Hope for the Future! 
 

From Pastor Lynnae 
 
The children came to sing at our Games Day Fellowship to-
day. There were about a dozen of them. They sang a song 
and then gave hand made pictures to all the ‘gamers’. 
Some were shy but others just ran right up to people and 
greeted them with such love!  
 

Our Children’s Center is one of the lights of life at Abiding 
Love! Children jump in puddles, throw their hands in the 
air and scream when they go down the slide, and they 
dance when they think they are walking! Children are hope 
for the future! They are the ones to which we are passing 
on the lessons of love and faith.  
 

The mission and ministry of a Children’s Center is truly one 
of those projects where we get back much more than we 
give. As these children grow and leave our little corner, 
they never forget the embedded faith that bible stories, 
chapel and music classes instill. They grow in trust and 
they will forever have the foundations of Christianity. 
Thank you for all of your support of our Children’s Center! 
May you find time to jump in puddles!  
 
Pastor Lynnae 

The Tie That Binds 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 22ND: 

“Fourth Sunday in Lent” 

 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 29TH: 

“Fifth Sunday in Lent” 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th. 
1 

A Note for Parents of Children 5th Grade and Younger 
 

Please note that the coloring page found inside the  chil-
dren’s Worship Bags always includes the icon that 
matches one on the top of the “Today's Readings”  
bulletin insert. The icon is different each Sunday, and 
relates to the Scripture for that Sunday.  This one is for 

Sunday, March 22nd, and portrays Moses and the pole with the 
bronze serpent. 
 

Once again, Sunday School children are filling a coin box to buy 
animals from the ELCA World Hunger program to help families earn 
a living. Check with Mary Fetter, or your child’s Sunday School  
teacher if you would like a box for collecting coins for this effort.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN NURSING HOME:  Travis Koehler, Monte Siesta Nursing Home, 
                                     Rm. 135 (C-Hall) 4501 Dudmar Dr., 78735 
 

                                     Irma Andrews (Gary Andrew’s mother),   
                                     Regecy Village Care Center , 
                                     6500 Brush Country Rd., 78749 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Marilyn Segner 
 

HOME FROM EYE SURGERY:  Kurt Rech 
 

HOME FROM ORAL SURGERY:  Kyle Ayoub 
 

ILL AT HOME:  B.L. Parker 
 

DEATHS:  Floyd Vowell, father of Donald Vowell,   
                                       grandfather of Donny & Deanna  
                 Marise Drake, Philip Drake’s step-mother, 
                                        step-grandmother of Katie Carswell 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Alan Matejowsky                   ** Herman Gonzalez 
** Amber Karley                        ** Harley Fetterman 
** Al Metz                                  ** Blake Johnson 
** Neilynn Hebert                       ** Edna Graeber 
** Kay Nicholson                       ** Sparky Metz 
** Sherry Abrahamson               ** Meagan Prehn 
** Johnnie Strickland                 ** Christian-Charles de Plicque 
 

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Cathy Dumler (Hazeldean’s daughter-in-law) 
** Norman Erskine (Joan Hokanson’s relative) 
** Betty Koetting (Reggie Kikta’s mother) 
** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin) 
** Megan Hulsey (Joan Hokanson’s great niece—prayer of thanks!) 
** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother) 
** Anne Kochran (Irene Chiang’s sister) 
** Brian Ratkus (relative of Pat Dove) 
** The family & friends of James Galamore at his death (relative of 
              Pat & Margaret Dove) 
** Dub de Plicque (Christian-Charles’ father) 
** Claudio & the people of Madagascar (Kim Sump’s friend) 
** Joe Lewis (Zolene Curlee’s brother) 
** Eugenia Moumouris (Jerald & Marilyn Segner’s neighbor) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Edna McDonald (Coleen Thompson’s mother) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth’s brother) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
              (Hazeldean’s son) 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
Mar. 24—Irene Chiang, Susan Heidemeyer 
Mar. 25—John Bellamy, Monte Jane Buaas, 
               Elizabeth Collins, Marcie Parker 
Mar. 26—Terry Carnline, Lauren Perry, 
               Nancy Ronshausen, Canda Warner 
Mar. 27—Leah Bost, John Horyza, Gary Shelly 
Mar. 28—Morgan Grimm, John Urban 
Mar. 29—Denis Feary, Michael Lunday 
Apr. 1—Anika Lundberg 
Apr. 3—Wanda Mauldin, Chip Merz 
Apr. 4— Jeff Roberts 

†   †   †   †   †   †   †  6  Wednesdays in Lent  †   †   †   †   †   †   † 
†                                                                                                      † 
 †                                       Through April 1st                                   † 
 †                                                                                                       † 
 †            5:45 - 6:40 p.m. — A Meal in the Activity Center           † 
 †                                                                                                       † 
 †            6:45 - 7:30 p.m. — Worship in the Sancturary               † 
 †                                                                                                       † 
 †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   † 
 

Theme for our Meditations: 
 

“Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to the End of Life”— 
A video series with Lutheran Pastor Walter Wangerin, Jr. the award-
winning author of thirty-five books, past speaker on the Lutheran 
Vespers radio program, and teacher at Valparaiso University. 
Drawing from his own recent experience with life-threatening  
cancer, he says: 
“You and I sooner or later are going to experience what comes to all 
people: we are going to experience dying. But there is a difference 
between us and the world—the world looks away from that fact and 
tries to hide it as much as possible—but we as faithful people have 
the power and ability to look death straight in the eye and  
understand it.” 
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Lenten Meal Schedule 
Supper 5:45 ~ Church 6:40 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
March 25th:  Owls Organization is having the  

            All-American Hotdog Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 1st:  The Abiding Love Choristers are                                   
                   preparing Soup &  Sandwiches 

 

Everyone is encouraged to attend! 

Neven Noah Mulhall-Sviglin was baptized on Sunday, 
March 8th, 11:00 a.m. Parents Vesna Sviglin & James 
Mulhall. Sponsors: Lina Sviglin & Jason Krell, Meggan 
Carcasi and Joe Quintanilla 
“We rejoice with Neven at his baptism!” 

 

A prayer of thanksgiving for the birth of Jackson Tyler 
Marak on March 9th! A special gift to parents, Larry & 
Kristin Marak, and sister Brooke. Great-grandmother is 
Marcy Cornell. God is good! 
 

Congratulations to Gary & Pat Andrews at the birth of their grand-
child, Tegan Andrews! 



Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel – Thursdays 9:45 A.M. 
 

Whenever we worship – you are invited!  
Weekly chapel is an important part of the  
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel is 
led by the pastors and uses the Chapel  
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are  
always welcome to attend.  

 

             Upcoming Chapel Themes: 
  
             Mar. 26:  Jesus Heals the Blind 
             Apr. 2:    Jesus Rides Like a King 

    

Abiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s Choir    
    

No Children’s Choir Practice during LentNo Children’s Choir Practice during LentNo Children’s Choir Practice during LentNo Children’s Choir Practice during Lent    

Lutheran Educators’ Day  
Saturday, March 28, 2009 9 AM – 2:10 PM  
Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX  

Honoring Our Differences  
 

Dr. Hans Wierzma, Keynote Speaker, Assistant Professor,  
Augsburg College 
 

Cost: $25* Includes speaker, lunch and childcare** After March 
16, the cost is $35. Scholarships are available.  
 

** Childcare provided for children 3 years and up attending with  
parent. Pre-registration required. Lunch provided for your children. 
 

Register Online at www.swtsynod.org/events or by phone at (830) 
379-9900 or by fax at (830) 379-9900. 

Small Groups  
 

The purpose, goals, and activities pur-
sued in each small group are defined en-
tirely by the group to achieve oneness 
and fun-ness as only Abiding Lovers can 
do. In the coming weeks, your dreams 
may come true to find that golfing partner, 
fishing buddy, or Spurs fan club you’ve 
been looking for.  

New Member Reception 
 

We will be receiving new members on Sunday, March 29th, at 
both worship services. An orientation session will be on Satur-
day, March 28th, 9:00 a.m. to Noon. 
 

Anyone interested in becoming a member at this time is asked to 
please contact the Church Office, 892-4040, as soon as possible. 
Or, if you know of anyone who is interested in becoming a member, 
please pass on this info.  
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Children’s Center Corner 
Starting Volunteer “Grandparent” Program 

 

Are you interested in being a “grandparent” for the little 
ones at our Children’s Center? We have 160 impres-
sionable children eager to learn about God’s love, and 
ready to build relationships with older adults. We would 
love to have volunteers read to us! Or, come share 
some of your talents with us; help get us to and from 
Chapel; assist on party days, such as hiding the Easter 
eggs, etc. If you are available to be of assistance to us, 
please call the Church Office, 892-4040. 

 

                                                                   —Donna Eastty, Director 

Read and Discuss 
 

Here are the books and monthly dates of our 
Wednesday Read and Discuss group: 
 

April 15: Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen 
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by 
Alexander McCall Smith. 
Put these dates on your calendar so you don’t 
forget. And KEEP READING! 

St. Martin’s Ev. Lutheran Church Celebrating 125 Years 
 

St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Austin, invites you to join 
their congregation on April 25 & 26 as they welcome ELCA Presid-
ing Bishop Mark S. Hanson to Texas. Bishop Hanson will visit St. 
Martin’s as they celebrate their church’s 125th anniversary. 
 

You are invited to join St. Martin’s for these events: 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m. 
“An Open Forum and Reception with Bishop Mark S. Hanson” 

Please RSVP to 476-6757 
 

Sunday, April 26, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 
Bishop Hanson will deliver the day’s sermon 

Helping Seniors and Others Prepare the Way Home to Our  
Father’s Home—the One He Has Prepared for Us 

Part 1 
 

“Growing older”, requires preparation and being responsible for 
our self and for others while we can still make those decisions about 
the realities of life and how we want it to be.  
 

“Do you have concerns for you or a loved one?”  Is it time to 
think about moving on to a temporary home as you prepare the 
way?  Is it time to consider a smaller place or a retirement home?  
 

Is there more “stuff” in your home than you can use or need?  With 
our “Annual Church Garage Sale” coming soon, now is a good 
time to begin to prepare the way. 
 

It is suggested that you go through each room in your home and 
decide if the time would come and you felt the need to move into a 
smaller place or retirement home, ask yourself, “What are the most 
important things I would need to keep or want to keep?” and, “What 
do you have that is unused and no longer needed that can benefit 
someone else better, or become precious keepsakes for your dear 
family members or friends?” This is a great way to de-clutter your 
home, and if your dear Heavenly Father calls you to go to his home, 
the burden would then be lighter for your family after you have gone. 
 

This can be a joyous time as you relive all of the great memories 
and share your “trash or treasures” with others. It is also a good 
time to make sure all of your important documents are all filed in a 
safe place, and to notify your family where they are. One can also 
have those special family members and friends come in to help you 
and spend some special time with you preparing the way.  
 

It can also be a good time to begin writing a biography of your 
life—sharing your family heritage and faith with your family as you 
de-clutter your life and reflect on your many precious memories. 
“For in him we live and move and have our being.”  Acts 17:28 
 

Prayer:  Lord, may this new beginning be a blessing for me and for 
others as I sort though “my stuff” and share the things which you 
have blessed me with throughout the years. Thank you for the 
memories and the opportunities to have another reason to have 
more fun times visiting with my dear loved ones. I can no longer do 
all that I once did and times are changing, so I must go with the flow 
of growing older. I pray for continued wisdom and discernment now, 
and in the days and years to come as I prepare my way home to 
you.  Amen. 
                                        —Annette Smith, Membership Care Board 



* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4TH: 

Worship - 70 
Offerings - $435.00 (General Fund)  +  $100.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
                $132.00 (Middle School Youth Group Lenten Meal for 
                             Water to Thrive) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH: 
Worship - 77 (8:30)  +  91 (11:00)  =  168 (Total) 
Sunday School -  69 
*Offerings - $8,507.00 (General Fund)  +  $760.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $15.00 (Water to Thrive)  + 
                            $100.00 (ELCA Hunger)  + 
                            $500.00 (2009 Golf Tournament)  + 
                            $20.00 (Food Pantry) 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11TH: 

Worship - 50 
Offerings - $242.00 (General Fund)  + 
                $67.00 (National Youth Gathering) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH: 
Worship - 68 (8:30)  +  113 (11:00)  =  181 (Total) 
Sunday School - 71 
*Offerings - $6,680.42 (General Fund)  +  $1,255.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $35.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 
                            $50.00 (Youth Funds)  + 
                            $41.00 (Garage Sale) 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
 

General Fund 
      For Tom Thomas by Sammie, Michael & Matthew Thomas. 
Golf Tournament-Children’s Center Project 
      For Tom Thomas by Sammie, Michael & Matthew Thomas. 

Christian Service Board 
 

Food Pantry Cart in Reception Area:  We are 
always in need of protein items like tuna or other 
canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter. Clients 
really appreciate the shampoo, toothbrushes, and 
toothpaste. If you have questions or would like to 

volunteer, please contact Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 
 

Collection Bins in Reception Area— 
March:  We are collecting items for WELCA Health Kits:  combs,  
toothbrushes, washcloths, soap, band-aids, clippers with file. 
 

April:  We will be collecting children’s books for the Food Pantry! 
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

Movers & Shakers 
 

The Parish Fellowship Board is forming a new group tentatively 
called “The Movers and the Shakers”. This group will be comprised 
of strong people of any age who will set up, take down, and store 
the tables, chairs, etc., that are needed for special events. 
 

After preliminary organization, they will become an autonomous 
group that will designate their own leaders and the means by which 
they will accomplish their goals. 
 

Hopefully, there will be a large enough group so that no one will 
have to be called on more than a few times a year.  
 

If you wish to serve, put your name on a slip of paper, and put it in 
Shirley Lifsey’s mailbox in the Workroom. Thank you. 

 

Church wide Garage Sale 
Saturday, April 4 

8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Sign  Up 
to Help!   

 
Sign-up Sheets for food or working are on the table in 
the Church Narthex. 
  

How can you help? 
♦ Clean out those closets and garages and save the 

materials to be delivered to the church on Thursday, 
April 2, after 1:30 p.m., or Friday, April 3, 8:00 a.m. – 
8:00 p.m. If you have materials that need to be 
picked up, call John Urban (750-5979). 

 

♦ We will need people to help price and set up the   
garage sale and work at the sale. 

o     Thursday, April 2, 1:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
o     Friday, April 3, all day 
o     Saturday, April 4, 7:00 a.m. until closing. 
 

♦ Donate food items for the workers, for the baked 
sale, or the concession stand.  

 

If you have questions, contact Annette Smith, 280-4533. 
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Did You Know? 
 

♦ Nearly 1 in 5 adults and 1 in 4 children in Texas are hungry. 
 

♦ 41,000 children under the age of 18 in Travis County 
are   confronted with food insecurity every day. 

 

♦ Food insecurity is one of the causes of obesity. 
 

♦ The money raised through the Austin CROP Walk goes to hun-
ger relief and refugee efforts around the world. Also, 25 percent 
of what is raised stays in Austin and goes to places like the 
Capital Area Food Bank of Texas. The money also goes to hun-
ger-afflicted areas in the U.S., such as the Rio Grande Valley 
and Appalachia.  

 

♦ In 2008, Austin CROP Walkers raised $139,970 to feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, and provide shelter for the 
homeless. And we were there!! Watch Abiding Love’s newslet-
ter for total funds raised by Austin’s 2009 CROP Walk, held 
March 7th & 8th! 

 

LEARN HOW TO LISTEN! 
 
YOU CAN CARE FOR OTHERS LIKE JESUS DID.  
If you look at every situation where Jesus cured or cared for some-
one, you will see that He always did this:  
FIRST HE LISTENED TO THEM.  
 

With all of the problems that are happening in our world today: sick-
ness, financial uncertainty, foreclosures, losing jobs, and combina-
tions of these things, how can you help people that you know and 
care about?  
 

YOU CAN LEARN WHAT JESUS KNEW TO DO. YOU CAN 
LEARN HOW TO LISTEN! Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 9700 Nee-
nah Avenue, Austin, will offer a FREE 3-hour class on “The Specific 
Techniques of Caring Listening” on Sunday, April 26th, from 2:00 p.
m. and 5:00 p.m. Led by Roger Vaughn, Lord of Life Stephen Minis-
try. If you are interested in learning how to listen better, please con-
tact Becky at Lord of Life at 671-6100  



 

Dear Marty,  
 

Somewhere in the Bible it says that we should believe in God 
even though we can’t see God. I’m trying, but how can I?  
Everything else that was like that, Santa for example, was not 
real. Why should I believe this? How CAN I believe this?  
 

Signed,  
Hyperlicious  

 
Dear Hyperlicious,  

 

It is interesting that some of the very events that 

we mean to bring joy and love into our children’s 

lives, like Santa for example, can end up making people feel 

‘tricked’. I do believe it all comes down to –  

growing up. Sometimes growing up hurts. This is what I have 

to say about believing in God – it takes FAITH. (“Now faith is 

the belief in that which you cannot see, and that which is yet to 

be”. Hebrews 11:1) This is why you can believe:  

1) God has stood the test of time and history,  

2) Others can testify to God’s truths and  

3) Within yourself you can trust the Holy Spirit to help you 

believe.  

No matter what – never stop asking questions! I pray that you 

will just stick to it! Keep trying! Keep praying for help! It is 

never fruitful to try to argue about God’s existence. God’s ex-

istence will be made known soon enough.  

 

As always,  

Believing Martin 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
Sunday, March 29 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering 
                                                                     Getting Ready 
 

Sunday, April 5—Our turn to be the Welcome Team for Sunday 
                             morning greeting before worship services and for 
                             food and fellowship after worship services.  
 

Sunday, April 19 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering 
                                                                   Getting Ready 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering  
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 22-26, 2009 

Middle School Youth Group 
 
Sunday, March 22 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting 
 
Saturday, April 11—9:00 a.m. — Come help with the Easter Egg 
                                          Hunt! We will be stuffing eggs, hiding 
                                          eggs, and assisting the younger children 
                                          with arts and crafts!  

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 
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We will not be having a movie on Friday, April 3rd! 
The space will be utilized by preparations for the 
Abiding Love Church-wide Garage Sale. 

 
 
 
 
 

First Communion Classes 2009 
 

The remaining 2 of 3 First Communion Preparation Classes for 
children and youth will be held on the following Sunday after-
noons in March: 
 

               #2  March 22, 4:30—5:50 p.m. 
               #3  March 29, 4:30—5:50 p.m. 
 

First Communions will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, April 
5th, at the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services. 
 

Please contact Pastor Fetter or Pastor Lynnae for more information. 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th. 
Theme:  Friendship Train 

Director:   Holly:Leoni 

 

April 11, 2009 
9:30AM to 11:00AM 
Activity Center 

 
Mark your Calendars!  

The annual Easter Egg Hunt is coming 
for all children!   

Bring a friend and join the fun! 
We will have crafts and games! 

AND 
The Easter Bunny will hide many eggs for 

you to hunt. 
 

Please help with  donations of plastic eggs filled with 

wrapped candy, stickers, coins, small toys, etc…  

Bags of candy are welcome too!  Please put these items in 

the box in the Worship Center’s Reception area by Friday, 

April 10th. 
 

Thank you for your support! 



 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 

♦ From the Christian Service Board to everyone who supported 
participants in the CROP Walk, and to those who walked 
March 7th or 8th to help end hunger! 

 

♦ From the Christian Service Board to Jan Haas for coordinating 
the CROP Walk walkers for Abiding Love members. 

 

♦ From Marcy Cornell: “For all the greeting cards, e-mails, phone 
calls and gifts from my Abiding Love family on my 85th birth-
day. I am so blessed to have been a part of Abiding Love for 
these past twenty-six years. It's all about Love!!” 

 

♦ From Marilyn & Jesse Essinger: Thank you to the youth for the 
gift of caring and laughter as they raked our yard.  

 

♦ To Gil Yetter for assisting with our office computer repairs. 
 

♦ To the children and teachers of the Butterfly Class at our Chil-
dren’s Center for coming to sing and bring hand-made “joy 
cards” for those attending our Games Day Fellowship & Lunch 
on Mar. 16. 

 

♦ To Mixed  Blessings for their musical leadership at the 11:00  
a.m. Worship Service on March 8th. 

 

♦ To the Abiding Love Choristers for their special music and 
leadership at the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service on March 15th. 

 

♦ From Shirley Lifsey, Parish Fellowship Board Director to our 
Middle School youth, parents, and sponsors who did a wonder-
ful job providing us with the March 4th Wednesday Lenten 
Spaghetti Supper and decadent banana split dessert! Thanks, 
also, to all who gave love offerings for the Water to Thrive well 
project in Ethiopia. 

 

♦ From Shirley Lifsey, Parish Fellowship Board Director, to the 
group of dedicated outdoorsmen of the church for providing 
and serving a  special, delicious “wild game” Lenten Supper on 
Wed., Mar. 11th. They had every type of cooked venison from 
country fried back-strap, barbeque, sausage, and Sloppy Joes 
for the young ones. They were even deep fat frying outside in 
the rain. 

 

♦ To the Middle School Youth Group sponsors/parents who coor-
dinated “Destination Unknown Trip” on Sunday, March 8th. 

 

♦ To all Sr. High Youth and sponsors who participated in the 
CROP Walk for Hunger on Sunday, March 8th, and then 
helped rake leaves as a special Christian Service project later 
that afternoon. 

 

♦ To the following persons for participating in the Property Work-
day on Saturday, March 14th: Paul Atkinson (Board Director), 
Rich Ryon, Lloyd Matthys, Denis Feary, and Joel Lehman. 

 

♦ To the following groups who are preparing and hosting our 
weekly Sunday morning food and fellowship times after each of 
our worship services. They are called our “Welcome Teams”:  
       1st Sunday of Month—Sr. High Youth Group                      
       2nd Sunday of Month—Middle School Youth Group             
       3rd Sunday of Month—Men’s Ministries                                  
       4th Sunday of Month—Women of the Church (WELCA)      
       5th Sunday of Month—Evangelism & Outreach Board 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Apr. 1st. Please 
get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Mar. 30th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love 
with our community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate 
the love Jesus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 
joyfully and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

11th Annual Abiding Love Men's Work Retreat  
at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis , Kerrville , TX 

Workin’ with the Master Builder 
Friday, May 1st to Sunday, May 3rd  

This is a retreat where we will work together to repair and improve camping 
facilities for our camping youth. There will also be time for fun, fellowship and 
worship. 
· Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are needed for 
purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair and improve the camp. 
· Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning. 
· All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring snacks, too. 
· Bring Sheets/Blankets/Bedrolls/Pillows/Towels/Toiletries. 
· Carpooling available from the church Friday evening. 
· Please register by Sunday, April 26th.  Registration forms in the Narthex! 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder  
I laid a foundation…” 1 Corinthians 3:10 
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Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

All Women—Mark your calendars for April 24-26th!  
 

Theme:  “My Cup Runneth Over — I Have More Than 
               Enough for My Needs” 
 

Leader:  Pastor Tracey Breashears of San Antonio 

To the members and friends of Abiding Love Church, 
 

Thank you so much to everyone — from the boards who sent cards. 
From the members for all the prayers and support. Thanks also to 
the wonderful pastors who spent many hours visiting, singing,  
Praying, and encouraging not only Tom, but the rest of the family! 
The Membership Care Board provided a wonderful meal to our fam-
ily and friends the day of the funeral. Thanks also to Dona Brooks 
for her wonderful music and to the people who served as ushers 
and helped make a difficult time more bearable.  
Thanks also for all the cards, calls and hospital visits. We love the 
folks at Abiding Love and will always consider everyone there  
family. I hope we have not forgotten anyone— please know that you 
are in our thoughts and prayers always! 
 

Much love and blessings, 
Sammie, Mike & Matt, and Mike & Tracey Thomas 



 

Dear Friends, 
 
A friend of mine explained our need to perform Community Service like this: “We come to 
Church each Sunday to be renewed and strengthened so we can go out into the world and 
make a difference!” Jesus himself said, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
 

While so many of you serve our community in great and wonderful ways, it has been my dream 
since I began the position of Christian Service Board Director that every member of Abiding 
Love participates in at least one Community Service event each year. 
 

This letter is meant to make you aware of some of the possibilities and to challenge you to get 
involved in some way – large or small!                                                          

Peace, 
Tom Hokanson 
Director, Christian Service Board 

 
When 

 
What 

Time  
Required 

 
Contact 

April 2-4 Garage Sale! Bring your stuff, sort it, price it and help sell 
it. Stay afterwards and sort the remainders so they can be 
delivered to an organization helping the homeless. 

2-4 hrs Annette Smith 
280-4533 

April 24-26 Annual Women’s Retreat at Camp Lone Star– work on 
a Red, White and Blue quilt to be given to a wounded 
soldier at Brooks Army Medical Center 

weekend Cindy Atwell 
282-1621 

May 1-3 Annual Men’s Retreat at Camp Chrysalis. Great event 
each year to help fix up the camp for the young people 
who will attend in the summer. 

weekend Dale Sump 
288-1495 

June 7-12 Community Service Week at Vacation Bible School. 
Encourage all to “Give Back the Blessings!” and see 
what we can accomplish when we all work together. 

2 hrs Tom Hokanson 
892-4139 

Thursday: 
June 11th 
Sept 18th 
Dec 10th 

Pick a date and organize a small group to prepare a meal 
for the Interfaith Hospitality Network at Shepherd of 
the Hills Presbyterian. Great ministry and a fun time!  

2-4 hrs Tom Hokanson 
892-4139 

Same as 
above 

For even more involvement, offer to be the overnight stay 
host for one of the above events. 

Overnight Tom Hokanson 
892-4139 

Every  
Sat/Sun 

Bins are placed in the Narthex with placards showing the 
emphasis for the month. Take time to see what is needed 
and then purchase and donate! 

1 hr Tom Hokanson 
892-4139 

Every  
Monday 

Our Food Pantry is one of the great ministries in Austin! 
There’s always room for more help. 

2-4 hrs Diane McGowan 
892-4416 

Nov/Dec Project Angel Tree. Make Christmas special for the  
foster children of Lutheran Social Services. 

2 hrs Kim Thonhoff 
282-4480 

Dec Amber’s Angels. Help gather gifts for children in the Dell 
Children’s Hospital. 

2-6 hrs Amber Karley 
394-1009 

Each month Attend a meeting of one of several organizations we sup-
port (AAIM, SAAM, Foundation for the Homeless, RCAH, 
Caritas). 

2 hrs/month Kim Thonhoff 
282-4480 

TBD Habitat for Humanity or Hands on Housing or Texas 
Ramp Project: Help organize Abiding Love’s  
participation. 

 Tom Hokanson 
892-4139 

…and more Have you been touched by a ministry and want to “Give 
Back the Blessings”? Get involved and help them out. 
Participate in a community race or bike ride or walk.  
Organize your friends to do something great! 
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MARCH & APRIL ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE—Sun., Mar. 22, 12:15 p.m. 
                                                     Sun., Mar. 29, 12:15 p.m. 
FIRST COMMNUNION CLASS—Sun., Mar. 22, 4:30 p.m. 
                                                      Sun., Mar. 29, 4:30 p.m. 
7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION—Sun., Mar. 22, 4:30 p.m. 
MIDDLE SCHOOLYOUTH GROUP—Sun., Mar. 22, 6:00 p.m. 
SR. HIGH R.O.C.K. YOUTH GROUP—Sun., Mar. 22, 6:00 p.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., Mar. 22, 6:00 p.m. 
                                                          Sun., Mar. 29, 6:00 p.m. 
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., Mar. 23, 1:30 p.m. 
                              Mon., Mar. 30, 1:30 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., Mar. 23, 7:00 p.m. 
                                             Mon., Mar. 30, 7:00 p.m. 
KAIROS CONSULTANTS HERE FOR LISTENING GROUPS & 
         INTERVIEWS—Tue., Mar. 24, Wed., Mar. 25, & Thu., Mar. 26 
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Mar. 24, 7:00 a.m. 
                                                       Tue., Mar. 31, 7:00 a.m. 
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Mar. 24, 10:30 a.m. 
                           Tue., Mar. 31, 10:30 a.m. 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., Mar. 24, 7:00 p.m. 
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.— 
                                                                    Tue., Mar. 24, 7:00 p.m. 
LENTEN MEAL—Wed., Mar. 25, 5:45 p.m. 
                             Wed., Apr. 1, 5:45 p.m. 
SCOUT BOARD OF REVIEW—Wed., Mar. 25, 6:00 p.m. 
LENTEN WORSHIP—Wed. Feb. 25, 6:45 p.m. 
                                    Wed., Apr. 1, 6:45 p.m. 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., Mar. 26, 9:30 a.m. 
                                              Thu., Apr. 2, 9:30 a.m. 
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., Mar. 26, 9:45 a.m.     
                                                         Thu., Apr. 2, 9:45 a.m. 
WORSHIP PLANNING—Thu., Mar. 26, 6:40  p.m. 
MEN’S CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., Mar. 26, 7:00 p.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
                                       Thu., Apr. 2, 7:00 p.m. 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY MAKE-UPCLASS— 
                                                      Thu., Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
                                                      Thu., Apr. 2, 7:30 p.m. 
NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION—Sat., Mar. 28, 9:00—Noon 
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED—Sun., Mar. 29, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING GETTING READY MEETING— 
                                                                    Sun., Mar. 29, 6:00 p.m. 
GARAGE SALE WORKDAY—Thu., Apr. 2, 1:30-8:00 p.m. 
 
See articles for other events! 

SERVING LIST 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND: 

Greeters—Sarah Circle (8:30)  + 
                Sarah Circle ((11:00) 
Acolytes—Sarah Chiang (8:30)  +  Matthew Perry(11:00) 
Flowers—Parker 
Worship Assistants—Vera Kirkham (8:30)  + 
                               Joan Hokanson (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Paul & Dolly Atkinson, & 
                                     Lenore Moltz (11:00) 
Ushers—Verla Cook, Lloyd & Karin Matthys (8:30)  + 
             Gary Andrews (11:00) 
Council Assistant—Jill Feary 
 

Coffee Service—Sarah Circle. 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH: 

Greeters—Evangelism & Outreach Board (8:30)  + 
                Evangelism & Outreach Board (11:00) 
Acolytes—Kyle Huddleston (8:30)  +  Nikki Sawtelle (11:00) 
Worship Assistants—Drenda Haddock (8:30)  + 
                               Audrey Lehman (11:00) 
Communion Assistants—Janice Ashton, Karen Huddleston, 
                                    & Jan Haas (8:30) 
Flowers—C. Lunday 
Ushers—Verla Cook, Lloyd & Karin Matthys (8:30)  + 
             Gary Andrews (11:00)        
Council Assistant—Diane Albin 
 

Coffee Service—Sarah Circle. 
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A Note from Amberlyn Fett, founder of Amber’s Angels: 
 

First and foremost, I want to thank all of my  

sponsors! Even with this past years economic 

down turn, you still dug deep and came through 

for the children. With you generous donations, 

Amber’s Angels was able to provide 145 Christmas Gift Bags for 

the children that were at Dell Children’s Medical Center. We would 

not have been able to do it without you. 
 

I started this year with high hopes of giving every child a toy for 

Christmas, along with their very own fleece blanket, stuffed animal 

and coloring book with crayons. Glad to say that we were able to 

do so. My Mom and I felt like little kids at Christmas; we bargain 

shopped for the best toys and had a blast. We also had other “elves” 

that helped us with getting toys. Borders at Lakeline Mall partnered 

with Amber’s Angles this year and helped us also be able to put 

books in each gift bag! A BIG thank goes out to them as well… 
 

Even though I am still waiting to have a double lung transplant, I 

am not going to let that stop me from my mission with Amber’s  

Angels.  I am happy to say that on February 5th I found out that I 

am #5 on the National Transplant List! I want to thank everyone for 

your support in helping me in making this year a huge success. You 

are all my Mom’s and my “Angels”; we could not do it without 

you. 
 

                                                          Sincerely, 

                                                          Amberlyn 
 

(Amberlyn is a friend of Amber Karley, whom she met at Texas 

Lutheran University, where both are attending. For pictures, check 

out Amberlyn’s website:  www.ambers-angels.org) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Texas Lutheran University Choir 

Spring 2009 Tour 
Tuesday, March 31 

7:30 p.m. 
Chapel of the Abiding Presennce 

Texas Lutheran University 
Seguin, Texas 


