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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 

Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
              (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
              E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
              (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
              E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
              (Home: 301-9059)  
              E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
              Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
              2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
              Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
              Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
              2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
              4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
              Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
              Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
              Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
              Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
               (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
               Phone:  892-4040 
               E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
               Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
               E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
                
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
               E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
               www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
               (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
               Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
               www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church    
 

 

Holy Communion will be 
served at both Worship  
Services on Sunday,  
March 15th. 

The Tie That BindsThe Tie That BindsThe Tie That BindsThe Tie That Binds    

Daylight Savings time begins 
Sunday, March 8th, at 2:00 a.m. 

 

Neven Noah Mulhall-
Sviglin will be  
baptized on Sunday, 
March 8th, 11:00 a.m. 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 
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Giving UP Something for Lent, 

                   Or Giving TO Something for Lent? 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
It has become a common tradition for many Christians to practice 
the discipline during the 40-day Season of Lent to give up some-
thing. This is a form of “fasting” remembering that Jesus spent forty 
days in the wilderness where he fasted. Matthew’s Gospel says, 
“he was famished” (4:2). Luke’s Gospel states, “He ate nothing at 
all during those days” (4:2). 
 

This can be a deeply spiritual experience for us. This year I have 
been led to another Lenten discipline. It was inspired by a reading 
in the Upper Room daily devotional guide that I use. The following 
thoughts were written by Pam Pointer of Wiltshire, England. It is  
titled, “Count your blessings and give accordingly. 
 

Each day during Lent I put aside coins in a jar as a reminder of God’s bless-

ings. A Christian charity made suggestions for each day: “Give a coin for every 

pair of shoes that you own.” I counted eight pairs, and then I thought about the 

many children who have to go barefoot. Another day I gave some money for 

each meal I’d eaten that day, as a reminder that many go hungry and die of 

starvation. Jesus had nowhere to lay his head (see Matt. 8:20), so another day I 

counted the number of beds in my home and gave an amount for each one. I 

have so much to be thankful for: clean water, food, clothes, shelter, work, elec-

tricity, gas, peace, freedom. 
 

Jesus identified with those who had little. After all, as a toddler he was a 

refugee. As an adult he had no home of his own; he was rejected in his 

hometown and eventually died on the city’s rubbish dump. He ministered to 

all sorts of people, but he had a particular concern for people who were 

poor. 
 

How much am I willing to give? At the end of Lent I’ll add up all the money 

I’ve collected and send it to the charity. But it will be a tiny sum compared 

to all that God has given me. 
 

Bible Reading: 

“All shall give as they are able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God 
that he has given you.” —Deuteronomy 16:17 
 

Prayer:   

Generous God, may we never take for granted all that you give us — most of 
all the gift of your son, Christ Jesus. Help us to respond with joyful gratitude. 
Amen. 
 
                                                         —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 
            

 
From Pastor Lynnae 
 
Confronting Death...  
 

It has not been with great gusto that I have approached  
the theme for this Lenten series. Pastor Fetter attended a lecture 
with Pastor Walter Wangerin and came home with this CD series: 
“Confronting Death”, by Walter Wangerin.  
 

Truthfully, it would be a whole lot easier to try to look at Jesus’ 
death and the days leading to his death from an impersonal and 
distant view. This series does not allow that. Instead, by looking 
at the possibilities of our own deaths, we may be able to dig down 
and find a very personal and faithful connection to the death of 
Christ. Our death is so very connected to his, because our resur-
rection is so connected. Death is something we face each day and 
yet try to dismiss. To confront death and then to be ready for the 
onslaught of emotions that come with the confrontation is like 
standing in the shadow of the cross. It is in those most vulnerable 
times that we can recognize the strength of our faith and the re-
lationship that we have with our Lord. I invite you to come each 
Wednesday evening for the short service and video presentation 
to truly get in touch with Jesus as we Confront Death. 

The Tie That Binds 

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to live your lives in Him, rooted  
and built up in  Him.”       —Colossians 2:64 
 

During this month, consider challenging yourself 
to find ways to incorporate, involve, and 
strengthen the faith of all members.  You might… 

♦ Offer encouraging words, including a scripture whenever possi-
ble, to a member who has been experiencing difficult times 

♦ Send a greeting card or make a phone call to a member you 
have not seen in awhile 

♦ Seek to learn more about a new member, focusing on what 
they are in need of 

♦ Invite a new or long-time member to join your Bible study 

♦ Encourage a member to become involved in a board or  
        committee 
                                                         —Nancy Shugart                
                                                             Church member 

 

Kairos Consultants Update 
 

Our Congregation Council, Pastors, and sixteen other representa-
tive of our church’s membership and staff met with Kairos consult-
ant, Rev. Jana Swenson, on Saturday, Feb. 21st. This was a joyful 
experience of visioning for Abiding Love’s future. The result of 
some of our hopes and dreams are displayed on two large posters 
in the church Narthex. 
 

The next step will be a visit by Kairos principal owner, Rev. Jeff 
Kjellberg, on Thursday, March 12, 6:00 p.m., with the Stewardship 
and Finance Board, and Pastors. Jana and Jeff will be returning to 
lead us in series of focus groups and interviews at a later date. 
 

Just as we introduced Jana Swenson to you in the Feb. 18th news-
letter, the following will help you get to know Pastor Jeff: 
 

Jeff Kjellberg became a Kairos Consultant in 2003 and Principal Owner in 
2007. Prior to his ministry with Kairos, Jeff served as a parish pastor for 15 
years, most recently as the Senior Pastor of a 3,000 member congregation 
in North St. Paul, MN. While Senior Pastor, Jeff helped this congregation 
realize a revenue increase of over $400,000 in just one year. 
 

He also has extensive experience as a communications specialist and video 
producer. He has worked with dozens of congregations and non-profit or-
ganizations, doing resource development, capital campaigns and marketing 
strategies. For over 8 years, Jeff was the communications specialist for Mt. 
Olivet Lutheran in Minneapolis, MN, a congregation of over 14,000 mem-
bers, and seven separate ministry organizations. Jeff was a part of raising 
millions of dollars to support and grow this dynamic ministry. 
 

As Principal Owner of Kairos, his extensive background in parish ministry 
and communications is a valuable resource to congregations as they ad-
dress stewardship enhancement, mission and vision development, capital 
and building programs, debt reductions needs, feasibility studies, and re-
source assessments. Whether a congregation is far along in their under-
standing of mission and vision, or just beginning to discover what that 
means, he brings a clear and detailed sense of direction and strategy for 
each congregation to successfully move forward with their objectives. 
 

Jeff has a communications and religion degree from Concordia College, 
Moorhead, MN and a Master of Divinity degree from Luther Seminary. He is 
married with four children and lives in Hugo, MN. 
 

Jeff writes, "This work truly is my ministry. I am passionate about the church 
and its call to faithfully share the transforming love of Jesus Christ to all peo-
ple. It is my desire to use my gifts in helping the church become as effective 
and far reaching in this mission as possible." 
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IN THE HOSPITAL:  Marilyn Segner, South Austin, Rm. 453 
                                  Travis Koehler, St. David’s Rehab. 
                                  Irma Andrews (Gary Andrew’s mother),     
                                           St. David’s Rehab. 
 

HOME FROM EYE SURGERY:  Al Metz 
 

KNEE SURGERY SCHEDULED:  Amber Karley (Fri., Mar. 6) 
 

DEATH:  Jimmy Frederich, Judy Schlueter’s brother; 
                                            Cindy Kunz’s cousin 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
 

** Sparky Metz                           
** Alan Matejowsky                    
** Neilynn Hebert                        
** Kay Nicholson                        
** Sherry Abrahamson                              
** Johnnie Strickland 
** Herman Gonzalez                  
** Harley Fetterman                    
** Blake Johnson                        
** Edna Graeber 
** Meagan Prehn 
** Christian-Charles de Plicque 
        

** For the family and friends of Paula Montague at her death (friend 
              of Marilyn Segner) 
** Charles & Marsha Donovan (Laurie Donovan’s parents) 
** Terry Wisdom (Ann Willman’s friend) 
** Bill Dye (Annette Smith’s friend) 
** Paige Mansell (Reggie Kikta’s ) 
** Darrell Armstrong (Kurt’s father) 
** Jonathan Koski (nephew of Dolly & Paul Atkinson) 
** Betty Koetting (Reggie Kikta’s mother) 
** Floyd Vowell (Donald’s father) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin) 
** Roy Rowe (Karen Huddleston’s uncle) 
** Megan Hulsey (Joan Hokanson’s great niece) 
** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother) 
** Marise Drake (Philip’s step-mother) 
** Joe Lewis (Zolene Curlee’s brother) 
** Eugenia Moumouris (Jerald & Marilyn Segner’s neighbor) 
** Leonard & Margaret Kriegel (Pat Koch’s parents) 
** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents) 
** Edna McDonald (Coleen Thompson’s mother) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Harold Albin (Ken’s father) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth’s brother) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines 
    ** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
              (Hazeldean’s son) 
    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 

 

♥    ♥    ♥ 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
Mar. 8—Nancy Phipps, Michel White 
Mar. 9—Shelley Bellamy, Deborah Gonzales,  
              Phillip Haddock, Ron Kunz 
Mar. 10—Brooke DeBord 
Mar. 11—Kris Griffin, Emily Hohertz, Travis Thonhoff 
Mar. 12—Natalie Dailey, Cameron Shugart 
Mar. 13—Parker DeBord, John Machicek, Tom Stiegemeyer 
Mar. 14—Lisa Beach, Lee Wood 
Mar. 15—Stephanie Segner, Erika Shane 
Mar. 16—Linda Fuchs 
Mar. 17—Dona Brooks, Keri Martinez, Colleen Struss 
Mar. 18—Sherry Abrahamson, Marilyn Bauer, Brian Papke 
Mar. 19—Fred Heidemann, Marcilynn League, Marion Lewis 

†   †   †   †   †   †   †  6  Wednesdays in Lent  †   †   †   †   †   †   † 
†                                                                                                      † 
 †                                       Through April 1st                                   † 
 †                                                                                                       † 
 †            5:45 - 6:40 p.m. — A Meal in the Activity Center           † 
 †                                                                                                       † 
 †            6:45 - 7:30 p.m. — Worship in the Sancturary               † 
 †                                                                                                       † 
 †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   †   † 
 
 

Theme for our Meditations: 
 

“Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to the End of Life”— 
A video series with Lutheran Pastor Walter Wangerin, Jr. the award-
winning author of thirty-five books, past speaker on the Lutheran 
Vespers radio program, and teacher at Valparaiso University. 
Drawing from his own recent experience with life-threatening  
cancer, he says: 
“You and I sooner or later are going to experience what comes to all 
people: we are going to experience dying. But there is a difference 
between us and the world—the world looks away from that fact and 
tries to hide it as much as possible—but we as faithful people have 
the power and ability to look death straight in the eye and  
understand it.” 
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Lenten Meal ScheduleLenten Meal ScheduleLenten Meal ScheduleLenten Meal Schedule    
Supper 5:45 ~ Church 6:40Supper 5:45 ~ Church 6:40Supper 5:45 ~ Church 6:40Supper 5:45 ~ Church 6:40    

    

March 11thMarch 11thMarch 11thMarch 11th    
Church Council will provide Soup &  Sandwiches 

 

March 18thMarch 18thMarch 18thMarch 18th    
A Men’s Group will prepare a Wild Game Meal 

 

March 25thMarch 25thMarch 25thMarch 25th    
Owls Organization is having the All-American Hotdog Dinner 

 

April 1stApril 1stApril 1stApril 1st    
The Abiding Love Choristers are preparing Soup &  Sandwiches 

 
Everyone is encouraged to attend! 

Christopher Stephen Ortiz was baptized on Sun., Feb. 
22nd, 11:00 a.m.  Parents are Melissa & Roger Ortiz. 
Sponsors:  Christy Kikta and Chuck &  Deans. Grandpar-
ents:  Steve & Reggie Kikta. “We rejoice with Christopher 
at his baptism!” 

 

We rejoice and give thanks to God with Ysidra & Grant 
Williams at the birth of their daughter, Emma Grace, 
on Feb. 25th. Proud grandparents are Pat & Bob Koch. 

 



Join the “Cookie Brigade”! 
 

We are forming a “Cookie Brigade” — a 
group of people who like to bake and who 
are willing to, when called upon, pop a cou-
ple of dozen cookies in the oven, then bring 
them up to church. The cookies will be used 
for various events at church or as a gift for 
first time visitors.  

 

If you are interested in baking cookies for the “Cookie  Brigade”, 
please call Reggie Kikta at 443-8947 or 965-3130.  Or sign up at the 
Evangelism & Outreach Kiosk in the Narthex. 

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel – Thursdays 9:45 A.M. 
 

Whenever we worship – you are invited!  
Weekly chapel is an important part of the  
programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel is 
led by the pastors and uses the Chapel  
Curriculum written by Mary Fetter. You are  
always welcome to attend.  
 

Upcoming Chapel Themes:   

             Mar. 12:  Jesus Feeds Many Friends 
             Mar. 19:   Jesus Heals a Bent Woman 

    

Abiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s Choir    
    

No Children’s Choir Practice during LentNo Children’s Choir Practice during LentNo Children’s Choir Practice during LentNo Children’s Choir Practice during Lent    

Lutheran Educators’ Day  
Saturday, March 28, 2009 9 AM – 2:10 PM  
Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX  

 

Honoring Our Differences  
 

Dr. Hans Wierzma, Keynote Speaker, Assistant Professor, Augs-
burg College:  “My post-graduate work was in the area of church 
history, with a focus on issues related to ministry during the Refor-
mation period. (My dissertation is a biographical study of a German 
pastor who worked closely with Martin Luther.) My ongoing scholar-
ship involves relating ministry themes in pre-modern Christian his-
tory to the doing of ministry in a (post-)modern context—especially 
ministry with those in their “first third” of life (ages 0-29). 
 

Cost: $25* Includes speaker, lunch and childcare** $25 until 
March 16. After March 16, the cost increases to $35. Scholarships 
are available.  
 

** Childcare provided for children 3 years and up attending with  
parent. Pre-registration required. Lunch provided for your children. 
 

Register Online at www.swtsynod.org/events or by phone at (830) 
379-9900 or by fax at (830) 379-9900  

Small Groups  
 

The purpose, goals, and activities pur-
sued in each small group are defined en-
tirely by the group to achieve oneness 
and fun-ness as only Abiding Lovers can 
do. In the coming weeks, your dreams 
may come true to find that golfing partner, 
fishing buddy, or Spurs fan club you’ve 
been looking for.  

New Member Reception 
 

We will be receiving new members on Sunday, March 29th, at 
both worship services. An orientation session will be on Satur-
day, March 28th. 
 

Anyone interested in becoming a member at this time is asked to 
please contact the Church Office, 892-4040, as soon as possible. 
Or, if you know of anyone who is interested in becoming a member, 
please pass on this info.  
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Children’s Center Corner 
 

I want to express my appreciation to Pastor Lynnae and Mary     
Fetter for participating in our recent staff development day. Their 
words of spiritual and educational enlightenment were greatly      
appreciated by all. Join me in daily lifting up the 28 women who  
minister to the children in our community. Pray that they will be 
grafted to the vine of Christ and bear fruit of Christian qualities as 
we strive to meet the needs of these little ones and their families. 
 

—Donna Eastty, Director 

The Augsburg Lutheran College Choir 
will be performing at 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Austin, TX 
March 16, 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome! 

A READING OF MARK 
For the Year of Mark 

Adult Sunday School Class in the Activity Center  
 

This Sunday, in the Activity Center we will begin the reading of the 
Gospel of Mark. In the style of the early church - we read the gospel 
in one sitting (or maybe two if it takes more than the hour). We will 
begin promptly at 9:50 AM. Please join us to hear the gospel of 
Mark! The Sundays after will focus on the understanding of the  
Gospel.  

Read and Discuss 
 

Here are the books and monthly dates of our Wednesday Read and 
Discuss group: 
March: No discussion: Lenten Service 
April 15: Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen 
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by 
Alexander McCall Smith. 
Put these dates on your calendar so you don’t 
forget. And KEEP READING! 

St. Martin’s Ev. Lutheran Church Celebrating 125 Years 
 

St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Austin, invites you to join 
their congregation on April 25 & 26 as they welcome ELCA Presid-
ing Bishop Mark S. Hanson to Texas. Bishop Hanson will visit St. 
Martin’s as they celebrate their church’s 125th anniversary. 
 

You are invited to join St. Martin’s for these events: 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m. 
“An Open Forum and Reception with Bishop Mark S. Hanson” 

Please RSVP to 476-6757 
 

Sunday, April 26, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 
Bishop Hanson will deliver the day’s sermon 



 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 8TH: 

“Second Sunday in Lent” 
 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22:23-31 

Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 15TH: 

“Third Sunday in Lent” 
 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND: 
Worship - 82 (8:30)  +  130 (11:00)  =  212 (Total) 
*Offerings - $6,257.85 (General Fund)  +  $700.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $35.00 (Water to Thrive)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH: 

Worship - 121 
Offerings - $742.00 (General Fund)  + 
                $207.00 (Sr. High Meal) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1ST: 
Worship - 75 (8:30)  +  98 (11:00)  =  173 (Total) 
*Offerings - $8,113.90 (General Fund)  +  $1,850.00 (Debt Fund) + 
*Other Offerings - $5.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $10.00 (St. High Meal)   

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 

4 

♥ MEMORIALS: 
 

Debt Fund 
      For Tom Thomas by Erwin & Barbara Merz. 
      For Dorothy Albin by Erwin & Barbara Merz. 
 

General Fund 
      For Dorothy Albin by Alan & Betty Matejowsky, Marcilynn &  
               Ron League. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The need continues to be great.  There is always a need for pro-
tein items like tuna or other canned meat, cereal, and peanut 
butter. Clients really appreciate the shampoo, toothbrushes,  
and toothpaste. We have very few children’s books. 
 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact 
Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 
 

Diane McGowan 
Food Pantry Coordinator 
 

Give Back the Blessings! 

Christian Service Board Emphasis 
 

For the month of March the Christian Service Board is collect-
ing items for WELCA Health Kits: toothbrushes, combs, wash-
cloths, soap, band-aids, clippers with file. 

 

Church wide Garage Sale 
Saturday, April 4 

8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Sign  Up 
to Help!   

 
Sign-up Sheets for food or working will be on the table 
in the Church Narthex on March 1st. 
  

How can you help? 
♦ Clean out those closets and garages and save the 

materials to be delivered to the church on Thursday, 
April 2, after 1:30 p.m., or Friday, April 3, 8:00 a.m. – 
8:00 p.m. If you have materials that need to be 
picked up, call John Urban (750-5979). 

 

♦ We will need people to help price and set up the   
garage sale and work at the sale. 

o     Thursday, April 2, 1:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
o     Friday, April 3, all day 
o     Saturday, April 4, 7:00 a.m. until closing. 
 

♦ Donate food items for the workers, for the baked 
sale, or the concession stand.  

 

If you have questions, contact Annette Smith, 280-4533. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
31st Annual CROP Hunger Walk 

 

WHEN:  Saturday & Sunday, March 7-8, 2009 
              Sat. Registration, 9:30 a.m.; Walk begins 10:00 a.m. 
              Sun. Registration, 1:45 p.m.; Walk begins 2:30 p.m. 
 

WHERE:  Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park 
                (Grove Blvd. off East Riverside Dr., near ACC Campus) 
 

WHAT:   A community walk to raise awareness and funds for  
              international hunger relief and development, as well  
              as local hunger-fighting.  
 

Look for an Abiding Love walker to support, or contact Jan Haas, 
892-6154 to obtain a donation envelope! 

Church Photo Directory 
 

The Membership Care Board is pleased to  
announce that the photo directories have  
arrived! As you will recall, if you had your picture 
taken for the directory (either by Lifetouch, or you 
submitted a photo), you are entitled to a free  

directory. The directories are labeled with your name on the back, 
and are located in the Narthex. 
 

If you do not have a picture in the directory, our Board has paid in 
advance for 35 extra copies. They may be purchased for $7.00, and 
are available after worship services on Sunday or in the Church  
Office during the week. If you will be purchasing a directory, please 
try to bring exact change. Thank you. 
 

Margaret Dove, Director 



 
Dear Marty,  
 

How come some of the nicest, most caring people get the most 

pain in the world, when others are living healthy and well?  
 

Sincerely,  

Nobody  

 

 

Dear Somebody,  
 

It’s so frustrating isn’t it?! Some explanations say 
that this is because evil goes after the good people 
and tries to make their lives terrible. I’m not sure 

about that but this I know, God never leaves any of us, the 
healthy or the sick, the good or the bad. It may just be that the 
world as God created it randomly happens. Truthfully, I think 
plenty of otherwise not so great people have bad things happen 
also. The promise is that no matter what happens in your life, 
it will be easier to go through when you are in a relationship 
with Jesus.  
 

Signed,  
Marty 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
Sunday, March 8 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting 
 
Sunday, March 29 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering 
                                                                     Getting Ready 
 
Sunday, April 19 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering 
                                                                   Getting Ready 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering  
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 22-26, 2009 

Middle School Youth Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 8 — 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
               We will be part of the new Welcome Team on Sunday 
               mornings. Look for us on the 2nd Sunday of every month!  

 
Sunday, March 8 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting 

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 
5 5 

“First Friday Free Movie Night” 
Friday, March 6 

 
 

Come watch a “G” movie, eat popcorn and hotdogs, 
and drink lemonade! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and 
movie starts at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 

Call the Church Office, 892-4040 to find out the name of the movie! 
Licensing laws do not permit written publication of the title. It will be 
appropriate for young children.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Communion Classes 2009 
 

First Communion Preparation Classes for children and youth 
will be held on 3 Sunday afternoons in March: 
 

              #1  March 15, 4:30—5:50 p.m. 
              #2  March 22, 4:30—5:50 p.m. 
              #3  March 29, 4:30—5:50 p.m. 
 

First Communions will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, April 
5th, at the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services. 
 

Note:  The readiness for attendance in these classes is based pri-
marily on your child’s desire, and an awareness of God’s love for 
them through Jesus Christ, and not just age. One or both parents, or 
another adult mentor, are asked to attend each class with their child. 
Older children or youth who have not received instruction are, also, 
encouraged to attend with parents. Please contact Pastor Fetter or 
Pastor Lynnae for more information. 
 

Pre-registration is not required, but would help if you would call the 
Church Office to let us know who will attend. 

Girl Scouts 
 
On Sunday, March 8th, at both worship  
services a special prayer will be said for all 
children, youth and adults involved in various 
Girl Scouting Programs in our community. 
You are encouraged to wear your uniform. 

Mark your calendars!  
Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th. 



 
 
 
 

♦ To everyone who participated in the 12-hour Prayer Vigil on 
Tuesday, Feb. 17th. 

 

♦ From ELCA Domestic Disaster Response for our recent dona-
tion:  “Your gift helps our church respond with compassion to 
communities facing crisis after disaster… bringing help and 
hope to neighbors in need.” 

 

♦ To the Sr. High Youth who helped provide lunch for the Kairos 
Prison Ministry training session on Sat., Feb. 21st. 

 

♦ To the Parish Fellowship Board, Shirley Lifsey, Board Director, 
for providing and serving breakfast, snacks, and lunch for the 
“Kairos Visioning Retreat“ held on Sat., Feb. 21st. 

 

♦ From Alan Matejowsky to Pastor Fetter and Pastor Lynnae for 
their visits in the hospital and at home following my recent acci-
dent; and to everyone for prayers, cards, calls and emails, vis-
its, and meals. Your concern and encouragement has been, 
and continues to be, very much appreciated as I recover. 

 

♦ To the Middle School from all members who had their windows 
washed on Sun., Feb. 21, and to everyone who contributed to 
the “Water to Thrive Well Project” in Ethiopia. 

 

♦ To the Abiding Love Choristers (adult choir) for their special 
music and leadership on Sunday, Feb. 22, 8:30 a.m. 

 

♦ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Feb. 22nd. 

 

♦ To Elizabeth & Murray Collins and Jeri Lyn Sump for sponsor-
ing the Middle School Youth Group meeting on Feb. 22nd. 

 

♦ To Nader Ayoub and Janea Escobedo for sponsoring the Sr. 
High Youth Group meeting on Feb. 22nd. 

 

♦ To Rich Ryon and Paul Atkinson for repairing some sheetrock 
and peeling paint in the Sanctuary’s Chancel area. 

 

♦ To Sergio Escobedo and Wade Belew for sponsoring the 4th & 
5th Grade bowling event on Feb. 22nd. 

 

♦ From our Boy Scout Troop 555 for supporting their Pancake 
Supper on Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 24th. 

 

♦ From Shirley Lifsey, Parish Fellowship Board Director, to our 
Sr. High R.O.C.K. Youth Group for serving the first Lenten 
Meal on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25th. They provided good food, 
great fellowship and a cheerful helping hand. Thanks also to 
everyone who gave love offerings to support their trip to the 
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans this summer. 

 

♦ To the Abiding Love Choristers for their special music and 
leadership during the Lenten Worship Service on Ash Wednes-
day, Feb. 25th, and to everyone else who served or prepared. 

 

♦ To Karron Lewis for her beautiful solo, “I Want Jesus to Walk 
with Me”, at both worship services on Sun., March 1st. 

 
♥    ♥    ♥ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Mar. 18th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Mar. 16th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love 
with our community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Je-
sus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 

• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 
joyfully and freely to the Lord; 

 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

11th Annual Abiding Love Men's Work Retreat  

at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis , Kerrville , TX 

Workin’ with the Master Builder 
Friday, May 1st to Sunday, May 3rd  

This is a retreat where we will work together to repair and improve 
camping facilities for our camping youth. There will also be time for 
fun, fellowship and worship. 
· Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are 
needed for purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair and 
improve the camp. 
· Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning. 
· All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring 
snacks, too. 
· Bring Sheets/Blankets/Bedrolls/Pillows/Towels/Toiletries. 
· Carpooling available from the church Friday evening. 
· Please register by Sunday, April 26th. 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder I laid a foundation…” 1 Corinthians 3:10 

Look for the registration form in the Narthex! 
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WELCA Austin Conference 
 

A message from conference planners including our 
own Marge Robison:  You are invited to participate 
in the March 14, 2009, WELCA Austin Conference 
at Faith Lutheran Church, Austin.  A variety of 

events will be offered to respond to your specific needs with an em-
phasis on the theme of forgiveness. Come, network and enjoy the 
day with other Lutheran women.  This conference is for you.   
 

Please see Diane McGowan 892-4416, or    your circle chair for 
a registration form. 
 

Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

All Women—Mark your calendars for April 24-26th!  
 

Theme:  “My Cup Runneth Over — I Have More Than Enough 
               for My Needs” 
Leader:  Pastor Tracey Breashears of San Antonio 



 
 
 
 

 

HELPFUL HINTS FOR SENIORS! 
                                                                                                  —by Annette Smith 
 

The month of February saw an emphasis on the needs and concerns of our “Senior Citizens” when a Lutheran 
Senior Fest was held on February 7th in Georgetown and the following week about 3500 Texas Seniors came 
together in Austin on “Senior Day” to lobby for their causes before the Texas Legislature. 
 

The Senior Fest, sponsored by the Association of Lutheran Older Adults, provided resources for senior citizens 
to enhance their physical, spiritual, and social well-being. 
 

As one becomes older, or has older loved ones, there are many issues which can cause concern. It is our 
prayer that in the weeks to come, this column will be a helpful resource for you. If you have a particular  
concern, please call our church office at 892-4040 or email us at abidinglove@austin.rr.com to let us know 
your needs so we can assist you. 
 

ALZHEIMERS and dementia are growing concerns for many when those “Senior Moments” seem to come too 
often. Symptoms include memory loss; confusion; impaired judgment; personality changes; and the loss of lan-
guage skills. If you or any one you know has these concerns, the Alzheimer’s Association Capital of Texas 
Chapter has been faithfully serving Central Texas since 1982, and can be consulted for help. Care consulta-
tions with a licensed social worker are offered on Tuesdays. They encourage you to call and schedule an  
appointment if you have concerns or need assistance.  Their offices are located at 3439 Executive Center, 
Suite 100, Austin, Texas 78731. Phone number is 512-241-0420 or 800-367-2182. 
 

Have you, or someone you love, been diagnosed with Alzheimers?  
Are you concerned about what to do now? 
         

♦ If so, contact the Alzheimer’s Association for information, help and support. Consider purchasing “Early 
Access to Support and Education for Persons with Alzheimers” available at their office for $25.  

 

♦ Use memory aids such as labels, notes, pillbox reminder cards, etc., to make daily tasks easier. 
 

♦ Take time to perform tasks and accept help when available and needed. 
 

♦ Understand there will be a range of emotions. It is important to find ways to cope with these feelings and 
what can help make one feel better. Seek professional help. 

 

♦ Discuss with the doctor when to stop driving and create a plan to do so. While everyone has the right to 
privacy in regard to their personal medical condition, the decision to continue to drive after being diag-
nosed becomes an issue of public safety. 

 

♦ Consult an attorney or financial planner to help get legal & money matters in order. 
 

♦ Visit the Alzheimer’s Association website at: www.alz-austin.org for the latest news regarding the disease, 
resources, helpful links and information, educational, support groups, and much more for anyone inter-
ested in learning more about Alzheimers. 

 

♦ “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you.”  —Psalm 55:22 
 

♦ Pray! — “Dear Lord, little episodes of forgetfulness are amusing, but they scare me. At such times, remind 
me to turn to you. You care for me as no other can. Amen.” 
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Choral Concert of Sacred Music 

Faith In Action Caregivers — South Austin 
(formerly known as South Austin Caregivers) 

Sunday, March 8, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
St Edward’s University 
3001 S. Congress Avenue 

(Free parking in the faculty parking lot, northwest of the Ragsdale Center) 
Donations benefit “Faith in Action Caregivers” - South Austin 

 
The mission of Faith in Action Caregivers - South Austin is to enhance the abundance 

of life for our older residents of South Austin. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
*  *   SERVING IN MARCH  *  * 

 
 

                                                                                                                                            
                             8:30 a.m.                               11:00 a.m. 
 
ACOLYTES:             1 - Emma Albin                          Elizabeth Escobedo 
                                  8 - Kelsey Hollien                      Josh Escobedo 
                                15 - Sara Pavey                            Evan Karley 
                                22 - Sarah Chiang                       Matthew Perry 
                                29 - Kyle Huddleston                   Nikki Sawtelle 
 
 
TRAY HOLDERS:    1 - Jay Urban                              Holly Ayoub 
                                15 - Tim Sump                              Steve Essinger 
       
 
FLOWERS:                1 - Fetter, Merz 
                                  8 - C. Hohertz, Mettke, Sviglin 
                                15 - Shane 
                                22 - Parker 
                                29 - C. Lunday 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD:                     8:30 a.m.—Di Brophy, Coleen Thompson & Tricia Slovacek (15th) 
                                             11:00 a.m.—Nan Hatcher, Ruth Shane & Lenore Moltz (8th & 15th) 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:     8:30 a.m.—Marge Robison (1st); Diane Albin (8th); Paul Mettke (15th); 
                                                                   Vera Kirkham (22nd); Drenda Haddock (29th) 
                                             11:00 a.m.—Bill Hatcher (1st); Denise Alaimo (8th); Sue Milam (15th); 
                                                                   Joan Hokanson (22nd); Audrey Lehman (29th) 
 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:              8:30 a.m.—Hazeldean Dumler (1st); Janice Ashton, Karen Huddleston,  
                                                                    Jan Haas (29th) 
                                                            11:00 a.m.—Janea Escobedo (1st); Janice Duncan (15th); Lenore Moltz,  
                                                                    Paul & Dolly Atkinson (22nd) 
 
 
USHERS:     8:30 a.m.—Verla Cook, Lloyd & Karin Matthys 
                   11:00 a.m.—Gary Andrews 
 
 
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:    Laurie Donovan (1st); Jeri Lyn Sump (8th); Steve Kikta (15th); Jill Feary (22nd); 
                                             Diane Albin (29th) 
 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:             Sarah Circle 
 
 
CHOIR:                   8:30 a.m.—8th   & 22nd               11:00 a.m.—1st & 15th 

 
 

8 


