The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran Church

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040
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Holy Communion served
every Sunday at both
worship services unless
noted otherwise.

Sale:

751-6429.

Church Wide Garage Sale

Saturday, March 6

8:00 am — 2:00 pm
Abiding Love Members—Come shop at the Preview *
Friday, March 5, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m
How can you help?
Bring used items to church:
¢ Thursday, March 4, after 1:30 p.m., or

¢ Friday, March 5, 8:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
If you have items that need to be picked up, call Annette Smith at 280-4533 or

Help with sorting, pricing, organizing, set-up, clean-up or work at the Sale:
¢ Thursday, March 4, 1:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

¢ Friday, March 5, 8:00 a.m. -9:00 p.m.

¢ Saturday, March 6, 7:00 a.m. until closing

Love Letter No. 1245

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

March 3, 2010

q% Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Bob Thonhoff
(Home: 282-4480)
E-mail: rht-tce@swbell.net

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
2 & 3 Year Olds — 2nd Story, 1st room on left
Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, 1st room on right
1st & 2nd Grades — 2nd Story, 2nd room on left
3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Story, 3rd room on left
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room, last on left
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1& 2, Worship Ctr.
Adult Video Series — Sanctuary (9:50-10:35 a.m.)

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Full-time program: M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
(Part-time program: T-F, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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The Tie That Binds

Who killed Jesus?
And, Why did he have to die?

The CROSS of Jesus— b
Obstacle or Opportunity? p‘ﬁ:,,} From Pastor Lynnae

[

Dear Friends in Christ: I - $

During this Season of Lent, we are focusing on Jesus’ suffering & " "
and death. This past Sunday, our Gospel Reading (Luke 13:31-35) # ( # %
attested to the opposition that Jesus faced in his commitment to do " )
the will of God in his life: *

“... King Herod wants to kill you!” + * * *
“... Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets #
and stones those who are sent to it!” * # #

But, Jesus gives us a model to follow in our lives. The world’s
obstacles may become God'’s opportunities. Is this not what Jesus o
believed when he said in the face of great obstacles!

“... today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my o B
way... and on the third day | finish my work!”

Jesus knew that he would face the obstacle of the Cross on
Friday, but he also knew that he would experience the opportunity
of a New Life on Sunday!

What are the obstacles that you have faced or are facing now in
your life?

You and | encounter many roadblocks in our daily lives. Some of
them are just small irritants, but some of them can be quite large.
Economists point to improvements in our economy over the past
year, but still many people have a diploma in their hands but have
had difficulty finding a job in their field of interest. Many small busi-
nesses have failed. We're told that inflation is not yet a problem;
still, living day to day seems to be increasingly expensive. War still
claims young lives and separates families. $ #

If you and | were to constantly fixate on the obstacles surround- - #
ing us we would want to grab “a security blanket” like Linus in the # ) # # )

Peanuts cartoons, go sit in a corner with our thumb in our mouth, $ So who killed Jesus?
and not move! Why did he have to die? * # # #

The creator of Peanuts, Charles Schulz, was a follower of ) # #

Jesus. Some years ago, Robert Short wrote a book titled, The ) » # # #
Gospel According to Peanuts. In a very subtle way, Charles Schulz !
proclaimed his faith that Jesus Christ gives us the way, the truth, # )
and the life to deal with obstacles as opportunities. ) #
Linus and Charlie Brown are walking in the woods. Linus # # "o
poses this question to Charlie: “If you have some problem in $
your life, do you believe you should try to solve it right away or - # H %
think about it for awhile?” $ 2 So who killed Jesus?
As they sit down by a log, Charlie Brown responds, “Oh, think ; i =
ab%l'jlt it. gy all meansYl beligeve you should thinE about it for Why did he have to die? # # ## #
awhile.”
When they start walking again, the puzzled Linus asks: “To ’ 3 3
give yourself time to do the right thing about the problem?” 2 H# #H#H #
Charlie Brown explains, “No. To give it time to go away.” " , #

That's one way to deal with life. Wait for things to change on $

their own. Wait and hope our problems go away. But what if they !

* 4 * &

don’t go away? You and | could be sitting there with “our blanket”

for a long, long time.

Could it be that some of the things we are counting as obstacles
could really be opportunities in disguise?

There was a hilarious report from the Philippines in a publication
called the News of the Weird:

“Officials in Manila decided they were going to reduce the
number of disease carrying insects in the city. They offered a
bounty of 1.5 pesos (about 6 cents in U.S. dollars) for every
10 cockroaches turned in. This gave rise to a booming indus-
try in the Philippines: roach farming. Enterprising people
started raising roaches in order to turn them in for cash!”

That’s a little extreme, but it does teach a helpful lesson: What
we don’t want to do when we are confronted with an obstacle is to
give up.

COUNT YOUR OPPORTUNITIES, NOT YOUR OBSTACLES!

— Pastor David Fetter

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 7th:
“Third Sunday in Lent”

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 14TH:
“Fourth Sunday in Lent”

Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 32

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32




*1% STATISTICS *t*

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY |7TH:

Worship - 105

Offerings - $782.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

Other Offerings - $120.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2IST:
Worship - 72 (8:30) + 92 (11:00) = 164 (Total)
Sunday School - 64
*Offerings - $ 9,439.95 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $1,817.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$1,135.00 (Gift & Memorials Fund)
$80.00 (Food Pantry) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$100.00 (Music) +
$50.00 (ELCA Disaster Response-Haiti Relief)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH:
Worship - 73

Offerings - $461.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +
Other Offerings - $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH:
Worship - 99 (8:30) + 94 (11:00) = 193 (Total)
Sunday School - 77
*Offerings - $9,460.46 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $1,794.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$230.00 (Gift & Memorials) +
$285.00 (Food Pantry) +
$15.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$50.00 (Membership Care)

NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty 32nd

Annual CROP Hunger Walk of Church World Service
are sponsoring this event on Sat., Mar. 6, 9:30 a.m.
registration/10:00 a.m. walk, or Sun., Mar. 7, 1:45 p.
m. registration, 2:30 p.m. walk at Walter E. Long Park
(by Expo Center), 6614 Blue Bluff Road.

In 2009, 2,000 walkers raised $132,000 for the hungry around the
world. and in Austin.

Abiding Love has been a participant for many years.
Thank you to Jan Haas, for serving as our coordinator. Contact her
to pledge support or participate 892-6154 or janhaas@austin.rr.com

School Supplies for Iraqi Children

Christy Kikta and her fiancé, Chris LeDuc, are

collecting School supplies for the children of Iraq.
Hu 'Jf«luEEﬁHEIE Christy and Chris asked if we would help. The

: Christian Service Board is asking for donations of

school supplies and monetary donations to help with the collection.
Please bring your donations to the church marked "Iraq" and leave
in the box provided in the Sanctuary Narthex. Any school supplies
are welcome: pencils, pens, rulers, paper, glue, erasers, spiral note-
books, 3-ring binders, pocket & brad folders, etc. For more informa-
tion or questions please call Reggie Kikta at 512-443-8947 or 512-
965-3130 (cell). This project is designed to improve relations be-
tween the Iraqi people and the US soldiers. Thank you for your help.

v MEMORIALS:

Capital Appeal
For B.L. Parker by Marcy Cornell, Ken & Diane Albin.
For Barbara Speer by Bill & Di Brophy.
For Cheryl Adrian by Bill & Di Brophy.

Food Pantry
For B.L. Parker by Hazeldean Dumler, Verla Cook.

For Barbara Speer by Diane McGowan, Hazeldean Dumler,
Marcy Cornell.

Gift & Memorials

For B.L. Parker by Janice Duncan, MaryAnn & Kenneth Eichler,
Nick & Shirley Bohmann, Eva Newman, Zolene Curlee, Kathy
Robertson, Bog & Kay Stubbs & Family, Dick & Faye Penn, Lois
Dunlap, J.B. Pace, The 1948 Class of Tahoka High School, Tom &
Joan Hokanson, Kent Caperton, Mary Lou Froh, Walter Fisher &
Associates, Jack Roberts, Clyde & Vicki Sutton, Jerald Segner, Beth
Freeborn, O.R. & Billie Parker, Duane & Nan Howell, Peggy Sugsgs,
Alan & Betty Matejowsky, Lee & Georgia Wood.

For Barbara Speer by Lee & Georgia Wood.

Mission & Ministry

For B.L. Parker by Paul & Amelia Mettke, Willie & Jan Haas,
Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump, Greta Rymal, Lloyd & Karin Matthys, Diane
McGowan, Joel & Audrey Lehman, Bill & Nan Hatcher.

For Barbara Speer by Paul & Amelia Mettke, Annette Smith.

v SPECIAL GIFT:
Music Fund

From Marcilynn & Ron League in thanksgiving for the musical
talents of the Choir and Mixed Blessings for their gifts of love at
the funeral of B.L. Parker.

Church Wide Garage Sale
Saturday, March 6
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Abiding Love Members Preview Sale:
Friday, March 5, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Help if you can or
come to shop!

How can you help?

¢ Clean out those closets and garages and save
the items to be delivered to the church:

¢ Thursday, March 4, after 1:30 p.m., or

¢ Friday, March 5, 8:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
If you have items that need to be picked up, call
Annette Smith at 280-4533 or 751-6429.

We will need people to help price and set up the
Garage Sale and work at the Sale:

Thursday, March 4, 1:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.
Friday, March 5, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 6, 7:00 a.m. until closing

* & o o

Donate $$’s and items of food for the workers,
baked goods and concession stand sales

The need continues to be great. Any donations of food or toiletry
items will be very helpful. We especially need cereal, protein items,
shampoo, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. We collect children’s
books to distribute to families with children.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact our
Food Pantry Coordinator, Diane McGowan, 892-4416.
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IN REHAB CENTER: Clif James, Monte Siesta, #228

Johnnie Strickland, The Summit
at Westlake, #2231

HOME FROM DAY SURGERY: Donald Vowell
Danny & Tyler Glowacz

BRUISED ANKLE: Katherine Albin
ILL AT HOME: R.H. & Ruth Heidemeyer

DEATHS: Susie Glassco, aunt to Darla Vowell
Mr. Sandoval, father of Cathy Cox,
grandfather to Dylan & Rachel Cox

PRAYER-REQUESTS:

**Woody Joe
** Marcy Cornell
**Nik & Jerry Schappe

** Blake Johnson
** Edna Graeber
** Christian-Charles dePlicque

** For all the people of Chile suffering from the effects of a major
earthquake on Feb 27th, that God would give them
strength and healing, as well as for all those working in the
disaster relief efforts.

** Seth Burnett

**Vollie Griffin (David’s mother)

** Bob Pearson (Lynne Warfield’s dad)

** Dana Broddrick (knee surgery)

** Susie Brown at The Summit in Westlake, Rm. 3307A

** Mary Essinger (Essinger’s daughter)

** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del Prescott’'s grandson)

** Bobby Buretti in St. David’s Rehab (Kay Martin’s grandson)

** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt)

** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz's daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:
** 8SG Christy (Kikta) Williams with U.S. Army in Iraq
** Chris LeDuc in Irag with U.S. Army (Christy Williams fiancé)
** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force
** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines
** Adam Rogers in Afghanistan with the U.S. Marines (cousin to
Greg & Nanette Dew,& Karen & Justin Joe)
** For all those in the military services overseas

vy v v

Braxton Michael Kunz was born Monday, March 1 to
=K *+4 Amanda & Garrett Kunz. Grandparents are Cindy &
Vol 1 Ron Kunz. We give thanks to God for this precious gift
i B0 of new life!

Tracy Smith has joined the Schertz Church of Christ since he is
now working in San Antonio. We thank God for Tracy’s time with us
at Abiding Love, and pray for God’s blessings in his new church
home.

Peter & Gail Wilson moved to New Orleans February 28th, and re-
established permanent residency there. Their new address is:

3615 Tulane Ave., Apt. 232

New Orleans, LA 70119
We give thanks for their time with us.

vy v v

I HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

March i

7—Terry Wyatt, Allison Yetter at r'|" Dy
8—Heather Leonard, Michel White || F B
9—Shelley Bellamy, Deborah Gonzales, [ & "|r|- WALy

Phillip Haddock, Ron Kunz
10—Brooke DeBord
11—Kiris Griffin, Emily Hohertz, Travis Thonhoff
12—Brett Pavey, Cameron Shugart
13—Parker DeBord, Sara Pavey, Tom Stiegemeyer
14—Lisa Beach, Lee Wood
15—Stephanie Segner, Erika Shane
16—Linda Fuchs
17—Dona Brooks, Keri Brophy-Martinez
18—Sherry Abrahamson, Marilyn Bauer, Brian Papke
19—Fred Heidemann, Marcilynn League, Marion Lewis

“Jerusalem Speaks:
Voices in the Shadow of the Cross”
by Rochelle Pennington

. r*; f/
This Lent we will focus on the characters of the cross,
with weekly dramas by members of our congregation.

Come, hear the stories of those who knew Jesus and
witnessed his life and death.

Wednesdays in Lent continue through Mar. 21st:
5:45 p.m. Supper
6:45 p.m. Worship

Week #3 — “Herod Antipas’ narration details the five individual Herods
who are spoken of in Scripture and how each affected

Jesus Christ. Mary Magdalene shares her account of walking

beside Jesus Christ during his earthly life as well as being present to wit-
ness his death and resurrection.”

Week #4 — “Pontius Pilate shares the anguish of his political
manipulation in sentencing Jesus Christ to death. Barabbas’

narration includes details of his release and his confusion over watching
Jesus die in his stead.”

Week #5 — “A Roman soldier, present at the Crucifixion, shares his
acknowledgment of Jesus as the Son of God following the events of Good
Friday. Malchus, the high priest’s servant, who had his ear cut off by Peter
the night of Jesus’ arrest in the Garden, ponders the happenings in Geth-
semane.”

Week #6 — “John recalls the prophecies of the Old Testament
Scriptures, as well as the words of Jesus preparing his disciples

for the coming crucifixion and resurrection, and pieces together the mean-
ing of it all. Mary’s heartache and hope are intertwined in the story she
shares of her Son — from his birth to his death to his

eternal life.”

We hope that you will make this time a priority for you, your family, and
friends as we take a deeper, inner look into our relationship with the One
who alone has touched our lives forever with God’s grace, mercy, peace,
hope, and love— Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior!

.

Cheryl Lynn Malik Adrian
May 16, 1949 — February 20, 2010
A faithful member of Abiding Love for 20 years.

Survived by: husband Danny, sons Shawn and Kevin,
four grandchildren, and her mother, Joan Malik.
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Thark V!

¢ To Marian & Dana Hollien for sharing their ranch with the Sr.
High R.O.C.K. for an evening of CAPTURE THE FLAG, on
Sunday, Feb. 28th; and to Jared & Callie Clarkson, and Jeff
Roberts for serving as sponsors.

¢ From the Stewardship & Finance Board: A big thanks to
Denise Alaimo, Kurt Rech and Paul Mettke for providing their
expertise and time to audit the financial records of the church,
Children's Center and WELCA for the years 2007, 2008 and
2009.

¢ From Patricia Hohertz, Secretary of Education WELCA Board:
I would like to express "Thank you" to Seton Family of Hospitals
and the Susan G. Komen Foundation for providing the Mobile
Mammogram unit and the three professionals to give free mam-
mograms to those who needed them. We will plan to do this
again in the future!

¢ From LuAnn Glowacz, Middle School Youth Group Sponsor:
“To Harley Fetterman, Jared Jones, Alex Santos, Audrey Arm-
strong, Sam Collins, Camille Lunday, and Thomas Chiang, (and
high schoolers Katherine and Emma Albin) for helping make
the Garage Sale announcement on Sunday. And thanks to
Audrey, we had a great scroll to show as well. Also, thank you
everyone who has and will participate in the Garage Sale!

¢ From Marcy Cornell - “To my Abiding Love family for all the
hospital visits, cards, flowers, food and especially your prayers
while | was in the hospital last month. These continue to be
Blessings Unending in my life. | thank God for each one of you
every day.”

¢ To those who have been acting for our weekly Lenten dramas,
“Jerusalem Speaks: Voices in the Shadow of the Cross” :
Katherine Albin and Dale Sump on Wed., Feb. 17; and Erv
Merz and Jeff Roberts on Wed., Feb. 24th.

¢ To the Altar Guild for making special preparations for our Ash
Wednesday and other Wednesday evening Lenten Worship
Services.

¢ To our Choir for their beautiful Ash Wednesday anthem,
“Remember Me”.

¢ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 11:00
a.m. worship service on Sunday, Feb. 28th.

¢ To all those who served as ushers, sound/audio assistance,
and pianist for the Cheryl Adrian funeral service, and to our
Membership Care Board for helping with refreshments at the
reception following at the Adrian home.

Children’s Center Corner

The children at our Center thoroughly enjoyed all the

g Valentine festivities. Throughout the week prior, we were
= € sure to witness to each child daily about God'’s love for
) us, our love for God, and our love for one another.

The day after Valentine’s, we had a staff development
day. One of our activities was to nominate the staff
members who best reflected each of the fruits of the Spirit. Then, |
tallied the nominations to find our overall winner:

Fourth runner up was Maria Guajardo.

Third runner up was Floy Bryan.

Second runner up was Nancy Cecil.

First runner up was Vicky Lewis.

And the person receiving the most votes was Pearl Villalon.
Congratulations, Mrs. Pearl! She works in our “Fish” class with
three-year olds.

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Mar. 17th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon. Mar. 15th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-

written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

The new LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE is available from the Church
Office for $28.50. Make checks payable to Abiding Love.

CHURCH LIBRARY — Please check your home bookshelves for
books borrowed from our Church Library and return them to the
Library when your are finished with them, so others can enjoy read-
ing them also. Thanks!

wPOp Grief Support Group
- & Sunday, March 14
it g 3:00 p.m.
- Fig Church Library
"!'f.’:- 3 > Anyone can come anytime for any kind of grief.

Mark your calendars!

Painted Churches Tour
Friday, April 9, 2010
New churches added to the tour!

]
Meet at 8:30 a.m. sharp, for a lovely tour of historic Elj‘
T4l

painted churches and fields of wildflowers right here j gt
in Texas. o

We'll stop for a kaloches and coffee/tea mid-morning snack in
LaGrange, and have lunch in Schulenburg.

Call Dolly Atkinson, 301-5326, if you are interested in going!

Chuy’s 27th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K

The Chuy’s 27th Annual Hot to Trot 5K & Kid K is scheduled for Sat-
urday, May 8, 2010. Runners will start gathering at 6:30 a.m. in the
Arbor Trails Shopping Center. The race will begin at 8:15 a.m. on
Brush Country Road and will utilize Convict Hill Rd., Abilene Trail,
Beckett Rd. and William Cannon Rd. Lane closures will reopen to
motor vehicle traffic around 9:15 a.m. About 2500 runners are ex-
pected to participate

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love with our

community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love

Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by:

e  Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully
and freely to the Lord;

e Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing
respect and love for all;

e  Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

e  Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

e Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

e  Demonstrating love through actions;
° Being excited for Jesus; and
e  Praying frequently.
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&:T::I-h Senior High Youth Group
e L0%, “The R.0.C.K.”
mﬂ" (Reliers on Christ the King)
iz swar o R.O.C.K. sponsors:
Jared & Callie Clarkson
Angela Renfro
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Jeff Roberts

Thank you to everyone who supported our truffle fundraiser!
We made a profit of $784 and had lots of fun making them!

Sunday, March 14" — 6:00 PM Pie Making and Eating Contest! It
is International Pie Day! (That is the math equation - Pi, Greek letter
('), is the symbol for the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its
diameter. Pi Day is celebrated by math enthusiasts around the
world on March 14th. Pi = 3.1415926535...Everyone come with
your “best pie” for judging and get ready to eat some surprise pies
in creative ways!

Friday, March 26" — Enter the SPURS ZONE — at Pastor Lynnae’s
house (3016 Jubilee Trail) to watch the Spurs — Cleveland game!
Tip off is at 7:30 PM. No school the next day so we can watch to
the end! Go Spurs Go! Everyone bring ‘junk food’ to share!

Mark your calendars for Chili Cook-Off/Movie Night on May 8th

2010 Fall/2011 Spring Sunday School Planning Committee

If you are interested in planning the 2010 Fall/2011 Spring Sunday
School curriculum model, please contact Kim Thonhoff.

We are hoping to implement a modified rotational plan for our Sun-
day School kids as described in the Kairos Family Ministry Vision
Bold Step Team'’s report. Your support and input into the “action”
process is needed, and would be greatly appreciated. You can con-
tact Kim at 282-4480 or kimthonhoff@sbcglobal.net

o By
L B e
Middle School Youth Group

March 6 -- Church-wide Garage Sale -- We need all hands on
deck to help before, during and after this important event.

March 14 — No Youth Group due to the start of Spring Break.
Confirmation Class will be held, 4:30-6:00 p.m.

Stay tuned for more fun on March 28!

For information, contact sponsors LUAnn Glowacz (394-0355 or
luann@glowacz.com) or Jill Hokanson (484-1313 or jillhokan-
son@gmail.com) to volunteer.

e
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First Communion Classes 2010

First Communion Preparation Classes for children and youth
will continue on the following Sunday afternoons:

#3 March 7, 4:30—5:30 p.m.
(Note: No class on March 14 due to Spring Break)
#4 March 21, 4:30—5:30 p.m.

First Communions will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, March
28th, at the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services.

Adult Sunday School Class
In the Sanctuary — 9:50 — 10:35 AM
Led by Pastor Lynnae

That the World May Know; by Ray Vander Laan

Filmed on location in Israel, Faith Lessons videos bring God's
Word to life with astounding relevance for modern believers.
"Follow a rabbi, drink in his words, and be covered with the dust of
his feet," says the ancient Jewish proverb. Disciples followed so
closely that they would be covered with the dust kicked up by the
rabbi's feet. Come, discover how to follow Jesus, as you walk with
teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan through the breathtaking
terrain of Israel and Turkey and explore what it really means to be a
disciple.

Volume One Contents —

Ouir first volume of the Faith Lessons series, The Promised Land
lessons focus on how God put his mark on a people and their land,
a mark that has extended through ancient Israel to the faithful
today.

VIDEO ONE:

Standing at the Crossroads (Tel Gezer): As God called the
ancient culture of Gezer to impact the rest of the world for His glory
and purpose, so He calls upon us to do the same today.

Wet Feet (The Jordan River): The same faith that caused Israel to
safely cross the Jordan at its flood stage releases God's power in
our lives today when we commit our lives to Him in total trust.

First Fruits (Tel Jericho): As Jericho was God's first gift to the
Jews in the land of Israel, we are to devote to Him our "first fruits",
the possessions and talents He has given each of us.

VIDEO TWO:

Confronting Evil (Tel Beth Shemesh): Unlike Samson, who
succumbed to the evils of the Philistine culture, our lives must be
distinctive, virtuous, and godly if we are to effectively influence
modern society.

Iron of Culture (Tel Azekah): Like David, who used the Philistines'
weapon-making techniques for Israel's advantage, we must employ
cutting-edge technology to positively shape our culture.




1

L6 |

O God, you are my God, eagerly I seek you

e
AUSTIN CONFERENCE SPRING GATHERING
Women of the ELCA
Peace Lutheran Church - Rockdale

March 13, 2010
8:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Abiding Love Annual 2010 Women’s Spring Retreat
Mark your Calendars
April 23 - 25,2010
Camp Lone Star (La Grange)

The Theme of our retreat is Streams in the Desert. Information on
registration will be available in March. The costs are:

Friday - Sunday $110

Friday- Saturday (3 meals $85)
Sat- Sunday (3 meals $85)
Saturday only (2 meals $45)

Some scholarships are available. Contact Pastor Lynnae if you are
interested in a scholarship. For further information on the retreat
you may contact Cindy Atwell, 282-1621, or Diane McGowan, 892-
4416.

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory. —Psalm 63:1,2

Men's
Work Retrestl

The 12th Annual Abiding Love Lutheran Men's Work Retreat will be
held on Friday, May 14, through Sunday, May 16, at Lutheran Camp
Chrysalis in Kerrville, TX.

This is a retreat where we will work together to repair and improve

camping facilities for our camping youth. There will also be time for

fun, fellowship and worship.

¢ Costis $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are
needed for purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair
and improve the camp.

¢ Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning.

¢ All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring
snacks, too.

¢ Carpooling available from the church Friday evening.

¢ Please register by Sunday, May 9"

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master
builder | laid a foundation...” 1 Cor. 3:10

Registration forms will be distributed in April!

For more information please contact Dale Sump at 512-288-1495 or
dsump@sbcglobal.net

L utheran
World Relief

Christian Service Board’s March Bin Emphasis
QUILTS and Blankets

An LWR quilt or blanket is special! It brings warmth on a cold night,
shelter from the sun on a hot day. It becomes a bed, a room divider,
a backpack to carry belongings, and at times even a home.

Quilts distributed by LWR to refugees and other people in need
were first made by recycling old but good clothes, blankets, and
other items. Most LWR quilts are still made this way, although fabric
samples, remnants, or other new pieces of fabric are also used.
Each quilt is one of a kind, with a beauty all its own, made as a gift
of hope by caring people.

How to make an LWR quilt

LWR quilts are easy to make. Place a piece of fabric measuring 64"
X 84" right side down on the table. Do not use fabric prints with
religious symbols, U.S. flags or military insignia. Place a filler
measuring 60" X 80" on top, and then place another piece of fabric,
also measuring 60" X 80", right side up on top of the filler. Tie the
layers together, using crochet or similar cord. Bring the edges of the
64" X 84" piece over the top, pin and machine-stitch the edge, using
a zigzag stitch if possible.

Finished quilts should measure approximately 60" X 80". Please
keep in mind that the ultimate purpose of a quilt is to provide
warmth and choose your fabrics and filler accordingly. Even in
warmer climates, the temperatures can drop dramatically at night,
requiring a quilt with sufficient filler.

General Assembly Instructions are available in the Armoire in the
Reception Area for making LWR quilts.
TIPS:

e  Quilt tops and bottoms can be made from whole pieces of
fabric, or in any type of patchwork pattern of smaller
squares. If squares are preferred, twelve 21" squares or 48
eleven-inch squares sewn together using a half-inch seam
allowance make a 60" X 80" top for a beautiful quilt.

e Recommended fabrics for LWR quilts include pre-washed
cotton, cotton blends, twill, corduroy, polyester knits, and
donated upholstery and drapery samples (no fiberglass).
Please ensure that there are no stains or holes before us-
ing in making a quilt.

e Use crochet or similar cord for tying. It is easier to thread
and pull through than yarn and is also more durable. Ties
should be no more than 8 to 10 inches apart.

e LWR quilts are both precious and practical when babies
and children can use their special gifts even as they grow
older. Please donate full-size quilts (about 60" X 80") only.

Please note that new or gently used blankets donated to LWR
should also be approximately 60" X 80”.

Thanks so much for your help! Place your item in the plastic bin
next to the Food Pantry Cart in the Reception Area.




—1

AN

:'.: v;; Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Q? God'swork. Ourhands.

ELCA NEWS SERVICE — February 24, 2010
ELCA Increases Financial Commitments to Haiti Earthquake
Relief

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- Focusing on immediate provision of shelter
and non-food items as the rainy season approaches, the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) announced it has increased
its financial commitment by $2.5 million toward earthquake relief
efforts in Haiti.

The ELCA will provide an additional $1.5 million to the Lutheran
World Federation's Department for World Service (LWF-DWS) and
$1 million to the Lutheran Church in Haiti, said Megan Bradfield,
associate director, International Development and Disaster Re-
sponse, ELCA Global Mission.

Through Feb. 24 the ELCA has received more than $5.8 million in
gifts in response to the earthquake, including a matching gift of
$320,000 from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Minneapolis, said
Christina Jackson-Skelton, ELCA treasurer.

These funds from ELCA World Hunger and ELCA International Dis-
aster Response have been funneled directly to church-related part-
ner organizations working on the ground in Haiti.

The ELCA previously sent $450,000 to LWF-DWS for immediate
shelter, water and sanitation needs of nearly 12,000 families, Brad-
field said. The LWF, Geneva, is a global communion of 140
churches, representing nearly 69 million Lutherans worldwide. The
ELCA is an LWF member.

Church World Service (CWS), New York, a U.S.-based ecumenical
relief organization, has provided blankets, hygiene kits, non-
perishable food, tents, shipping, and local transportation and distri-
bution services in Haiti. The ELCA has sent $300,000 to CWS.

The ELCA also has sent $150,000 to Lutheran World Relief (LWR),
Baltimore, to help provide health kits, quilts, thousands of tarpaulins,
plus storage and shipping services. LWR is an international devel-
opment and relief organization, and is a ministry of the ELCA and
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

The ELCA is developing a long-term plan for funding ongoing relief
efforts in Haiti, Bradfield said.

In a Feb. 19 e-mail message to the ELCA churchwide organization,
the Rev. Joseph Livenson Lauvanus, president of the Lutheran
Church in Haiti, wrote, "Port-au-Prince has now become a desolate
place with no sign of activities. The buildings that are still standing
are potential problems for both those who have their tents near
them and the pedestrians. The government now is trying to smash
down all the buildings that have cracks and cannot be used any
more. The aftershocks are still prominent in Port-au-Prince."

Lauvanus wrote that church yards are "the best shelter place one

can find," and are crowded with people. For those staying in Port-

au-Prince there is a great need for food, he wrote. Power outages,
sanitation and children who are without parents or guardians pro-

vide significant challenges, he wrote.

Everybody, Christians and non-Christians, have considered the
church as their refuge," he wrote. "The Lutheran church in Carrefour
for instance is the one among all our churches that has been badly
damage(d) by the earthquake. People use the backyard to erect
their tents."

"As we are reaching out to those who are living in distress, we re-
quest your prayers and continuing support to share God's love,
grace and compassion to our brothers and sister(s) who are cur-
rently undergoing one of the worst times of their life," Lauvanus
wrote.

—— Financial contributions to support earthquake relief efforts in
Haiti can be made at http://www.ELCA.org/haitiearthquake or by
calling 800-638-3522.

L7 ] Dear friend,

In December 2009, ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. ‘é;%_{%_’g
X |7

Hanson hosted our first-ever online Town Hall forum.

| hope you were one of the thousands of ELCA members across the
country who watched and participated online in a nationwide con-
versation about the mission and ministry of this church. What a re-
markable opportunity for all of us to engage in conversation with
each other and with the presiding bishop!

I’m happy to now invite you to join us for our second online
Town Hall forum on Sunday, March 7, at 4 p.m. CST.

There are so many easy ways to participate:

e Watch the event live from 4-5 p.m. CST at www.elca.org/
townhall

e Log in to post questions

e Post comments using Facebook Connect

e Tweet about the event using the hashtags #ELCA and
#BishopHanson

e  Gather members of your congregation for a viewing party

Please plan to join us for this important conversation on March 7 at
4 p.m. CST and invite friends and family to join in too.
Sincerely,

Kristi Bangert
Executive Director, Communication Services
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

P.S. Thanks to your feedback, we will provide open captioning in
English and Spanish throughout the live webcast.

TEAM UP WITH GOD
AND BECOME A PART OF MANY GODLY ENCOUNTERS

God calls us to Work together, Play together, Pray together and
Worship together in order to Serve Him together as a “TEAM”. God
has touched our lives forever with his Grace, Mercy, Peace, Hope
and Love through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. In return God
ask that we “Proclaim our Faith in Him and Share our Love for Him
with One Another.”

This week is your opportunity to become a part of “God’s Team” as
we come together to work and serve Him through our annual ALLC
Garage Sale on Saturday; and team up to share our love with our
fellow workers and the community as they come to shop and we
serve as a witness for them and for Him. Or if you enjoy walking,
join the ALLC Team on Sunday afternoon as they team up to Walk
for Hunger, or if you prefer, support our walkers with your donations.

If you have not signed up it is never too late for you to become a
part of our “Team.” Bring your unused items, come help set up or
work at the sale, bring snacks for the workers or baked goods for
the concession, help sort & box up unsold items for charitable
causes or help clean up as we complete another great Godly En-
counter for our Youth, our Church, our Community and our World.
Become a part of a “Mountain Top Encounter with God” for our
youth as you help them earn $$’s for their trip to the Sky Ranch Lu-
theran Summer Camp in Colorado, Scholarships for our Graduating
Seniors, and many Other Worthy Charitable Encounters locally and
abroad.

Dear God, help me to team up with you so | might do your will
and serve you in whatever way | can to become a part of your
many great Godly Encounters. Help me to be a witness for you
and to always love and serve you and others. Amen.

By Annette Smith — ALLC Garage Sale and Youth Group Coordina-
tor / Garage Sale Granny

“Let mutual love continue.” — Hebrews 13:1




* * SERVING IN MARCH * *

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. LENT 6:45 p.m.
ACOLYTES: 7 - Sarah Chiang I 10th - Matt Perry
14 - Jacob Hartzer Evan Karley
21 - Kyle Huddleston Kara Titus 24th - Jared Jones
28 - Kyle Ayoub Elizabeth Escobedo
TRAY HOLDERS: 7 - Jonathan Mettke Tim Sump
21 - Audrey Huddleston Josh Escobedo
FLOWERS: 7 - Bill & Kay Nicholson, Paul & Amelia Mettke, Craig & Laurie Hohertz
14 - Ruth Shane
21 - OPEN

28 - Bill & Kay Nicholson

ALTAR GUILD: 8:30 a.m.—Di Brophy & Coleen Thompson
11:00 a.m.—Karen Gonzalez & Billye Trostel

CHOIR: 8:30 a.m. - 14th & 28th 11:00 a.m. - 7th & 21st

USHERS: 8:30 a.m.— Paul Mettke & Kurt Rech
11:00 a.m.— Sergio & Janea Escobedo (7th & 28th); Gary Andrews & Peggy Suggs (14th);
Nader & Kyle Ayoub (21st);

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:  Laurie Donovan (7th); Bob Thonhoff (14th); Karen Gonzalez (21st); Hal Schultz (28th)

COFFEE SERVERS: Sarah Circle




It's with joyful song that
Karron & J.D. Lewis
announce the upcoming birth
of their grandson.

You're invited to a shower honoring
Heather Lewis
Saturday, March 20", 2010
2—4p.m.
Abiding Love Lutheran
Church Activity Center

Heather is registered at Babies R Us & Target

Please RSVP to Holly Leoni — 282.2495 or hollyleoni@yahoo.com




