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"1 Holy Communion will be served at
both Worship Services on Sunday,
March 1st.
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5:45 - 6:40 p.m. — A Meal in
the Activity Center

6:45 - 7:30 p.m. — Worship in
the Sancturary
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employ KAIROS Christian Resource Development Consultants.

Love Letter No. 1220

February 18, 2009

T'ﬁ Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Diane Albin
(Home: 301-9059)
E-mail: Diane_Albin@gwot.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)
9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages
2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207
Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center
Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205
2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206
4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203

Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.)

Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:
www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc

See page 1 for a report on the Special Meeting of the Congregation to
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“KAIROS” — Now Is the Time!

Dear Friends in Christ:

On Sunday, February 15th, at 12:15 p.m., we held a special

meeting of the Congregation to employ KAIROS Christian Re-

source Development Consultants of Minneapolis, Minnesota to

help us in:

1. Strategic Future Planning for our mission and ministry;

2. Stewardship Education and Development;

3. Leadership Development; and,

4. A Capital Fund Appeal to reduce debt, improve our
building’s infrastructures, and stabilize our present financial
situation.

| am thankful for the positive participation of the 91 persons pre-
sent, and for the very open and honest discussion. We voted to
approve entering into a contract with KAIROS, a Lutheran-based
company that we used in 1997 for our “Forward in Faith” Appeal
that resulted in the building of our Worship/Administrative and
Education Center.

| am very confident that we have made a good decision that will
help this Abiding Love Church address our present challenges,
and prepare us for our future by cultivating a VISION to inspire
us toward one common purpose, FAITH that embraces the truth
that the good work God has begun will be completed, and
COURAGE to focus on God’s dream for our ministry that has
touched us, and will touch the hearts of others yet to join in the
“Abiding Love Story”!

This weekend, leaders of our Congregation will be meeting with
Rev. Jana Swenson, Kairos Consultant, on Saturday, Feb. 21st,
8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. for a “Visioning for the Future Together”
Retreat. On Sunday, Feb. 22nd, Jana will be with us all day visit-
ing our worship services, educational activities, youth programs,
etc. To help introduce Jana to you, please read the following:

Jana Swenson
Consulting Associate

Rev. Jana Swenson comes to Kairos after 14 years of effective and
innovative ministry in a variety of congregational settings, providing
leadership in rural, urban, and suburban churches with worship
attendance ranging from 300 to 3000. She is a perceptive and visionary
leader with a pioneering spirit and a heart for people. She is passionate
about the transforming power of the gospel in individuals and
organizations. From her vast experience she understands that each
congregation has its own unique footprint.

Skilled at helping congregations articulate a clear and compelling vision
for the future, Jana is an expert in forming a plan to get there and a
strategy to develop the physical and financial resources needed to
make it happen. Her approach to resource development is prayerful,
strategic, and inventive, with an understanding that there is both
challenge and exhilaration that comes in leading a congregation
through this process.

Jana's commitment is to invite people into community, bring them
deeper into their relationship with God, and with one-another, cast
vision for the life-changing difference they can make, and then stand
back and watch as God brings them to deeper levels of faith,
commitment, and generosity. She is inspired by the joy and fulfillment
that accompany a life-style of generosity.

.. continued in the next column

From Pastor Lynnae

Ash Wednesday, February 25th, begins the season of Lent. Lent
lasts for 40 days (not counting Sundays when we commemorate
the Resurrection) and ends with Holy Week on Maundy Thursday. |
can remember growing up being very excited about Lent. It was a
time when our family truly revolved around the church. There was
extra music so both the youth choir and the adult choir had very
serious practices besides going to Lenten suppers and services.
Sundays were connected to the season with more anticipation
toward Easter and spring. As a child | remember feeling closer to
Jesus in that time of Lent. It was a time when we really studied
the person of Jesus. The music, the colors, the scriptures all
called us to a closer relationship with the Lord.

This year, once again, we will gather around the themes of Lent.
We will pray, and sing and study. Lent is a time to focus in on
your relationship with Jesus. May you center on the church and
may you approach with anticipation the devotion of the season of
Lent.

Children’s Center Corner

At the Children’s Center, we have a daily “ritual” which _
the children all come to anticipate. Each afternoon,
late in the day, we place a “take home” snack in a 3
0z. cup on a tray, just outside my office. Each child
swings the doors open and enters to see what snack
awaits them. This little “ritual” gives me the opportunity
to speak a word of greeting to the parent, get a hug
from their child, and tell the child “I love you”.

As your administrator, | have the marvelous opportunity to model
the touch of Jesus... the acceptance, the recognition, and the
value in every human being that we encounter throughout the day.
| praise God for the opportunities | have daily to be the arms of
Christ. May each child find the love, comfort, and reassurance of
our Lord within my arms.

—Donna Eastty, Director

continued from previous column ...

Jana has also served as a consultant and speaker to churches of various
sizes, settings and denominations. She has written training materials for
small group leaders and ministry directors, and has assisted numerous
churches in establishing, expanding, and rejuvenating their ministries.
Jana grew up in Bloomington, Minnesota, a suburb of Minneapolis. She
graduated from Gustavus Adolophus College and has her Masters of
Divinity from Luther Seminary in St. Paul. She is married to Reverend
Jonathan Swenson, a Worship Pastor at St. Mark's Lutheran Church.
They reside in Cedar Rapids, lowa, with their two beautiful and active
teenage daughters.

| encourage you to visit the Kairos web page at:
www.kairosandassociates.com for more information.

“For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

—Pastor David Fetter
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Note: A 12-hour “Prayer Vigil” was held at our church on Tuesday,
Feb. 17th, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for this important step in our

congregation’s journey. Thank you to all who participated.




..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.....PEOPLE..

IN THE HOSPITAL: Travis Koehler, St. David’s, Rm. 215

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Neilynn Hebert
Alan Matejowsky

DEATH: Mr. Ralph Dellana, uncle to Denise Tharp

PRAYER-REQUESTS:

** Marilyn Segner

** Kay Nicholson

** Ben Fuelberg

** Johnnie Strickland
** Herman Gonzalez
** Dolly Atkinson

** Harley Fetterman
** Blake Johnson

** Diane Albin

** Amber Karley

** Edna Graeber

** Jane Bates

** Meagan Prehn

** Jesse Essinger

** Lloyd Matthys

** Christian-Charles de Plicque

** Darrell Armstrong (Kurt’s father)

** Jonathan Koski (nephew of Dolly & Paul Atkinson)
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin)

** Megan Hulsey (Joan Hokanson'’s great niece)

** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother)

** Sherri Leimgruber (Rose Leoni’s sister)

** Marise Drake (Philip’s step-mother)

** Joe Lewis (Zolene Curlee’s brother)

** James Wisdom (Ann Willman’s great grandson)

** Kyleigh King (Ann Willman’s great granddaughter)
** Pat Richardson (Reggie Kikta’s friend)

** Wayne Atzenhoffer (friend of Ann & Charlie Lunday)
** Jack McDonald (Reggie Kikta’s co-worker)

** Charlie Carroll (Camille Lunday’s grandfather)

** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents)
** Ty Roehfanz (Joel & Audrey Lehman’s grandson)

** Edna McDonald (Coleen Thompson’s mother)

** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** Harold Albin (Ken’s father)

** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter's sister)

** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew)
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)
** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth'’s brother)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:
** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army
** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC
** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force
** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force
** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year
(Hazeldean’s son)
** For all those in the military services overseas.
vy v v
Prayer of thanksgiving from Ann Willman for the birth of
*.} her great-grand-daughter, Kyleigh Anne King, on Feb.
. " .. 5th. Kyleigh’s parents Jessica Burnett and Craig King.
.~ IWmm «prajse God for this precious gift of new life!”
v v v
Lauren Hatcher has transferred her membership to St.
Christophers’ Episcopal Church.
“May God bless you in your new church home, Lauren!”
vy v v
Emy Griggs has moved. Her new address is :
8005 Cornerwood Dr.
Round Rock, TX 78717
Phone: 255-6650
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February 25th — April 1st

6:45 - 7:30 p.m. — Worship in the Sancturary
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T 5:45 - 6:40 p.m. — A Meal in the Activity Center
1.
1.
1.
1.
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Worship Service, February 25, 6:45 p.m.
‘£{ AS}.{ Special Choir Anthem & Message...
= Holy Communion...
W“t&di}f Imposition of Ashes...

Theme for our Meditations:

“Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to the End of Life”—
A video series with Lutheran Pastor Walter Wangerin, Jr. the award-
winning author of thirty-five books, past speaker on the Lutheran
Vespers radio program, and teacher at Valparaiso University.
Drawing from his own recent experience with life-threatening
cancer, he says:

“You and | sooner or later are going to experience what comes to all
people: we are going to experience dying. But there is a difference
between us and the world—the world looks away from that fact and
tries to hide it as much as possible—but we as faithful people have
the power and ability to look death straight in the eye and
understand it.”

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

Feb. 22—Kellie Stiegemeyer

Feb. 23—Alisha Kornfuehrer

Feb. 24—Lisa Krabbenhoft, Abby Lunday

Feb. 25—Kenny Fuchs

Feb. 26—Lisa Carter, George Hatfield

Feb. 27—Cat Lewis

Mar. 1—Alex Villalobos

Mar. 2—Willie Haas, Reggie Kikta

Mar. 3—Edna Graeber, Ethan Kunz, Charles Mauldin, Erv Merz,
Matthew Metz

Mar. 4—Taylor Clarkson, Marcy Cornell, Sharon Perry

Mar. 6—Josh Bilberry, Tim Sulzbach

Mar. 7—Terry Wyatt, Allison Yetter
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Church Photo Directory

The Membership Care Board is pleased to
announce that the photo directories should be
arriving sometime in February. As you will recall, |
if you had your picture taken for the directory
(either by Lifetouch, or you submitted a photo)
you are entitled to a free directory. If you do not
have a picture in the directory, our Board has paid in advance for 35
extra copies. They may be purchased for $7.00. When the directo-
ries arrive, they will be available after worship services on Sunday
and in the office during the week. If you will be purchasing a direc-
tory, please try to bring exact change. Thank you.

Margaret Dove, Director

Read and Discuss

Here are the books and monthly dates of our
Wednesday Read and Discuss group:

March: No discussion: Lenten Service

April 15: Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by
Alexander McCall Smith.

Put these dates on your calendar so you don’t
forget. And KEEP READING!




Mark your calendars!
Vacation Bible School will be held June 7th—12th.

Small Groups

The purpose, goals, and activities pur-
sued in each small group are defined
entirely by the group to achieve one-
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ers can do. In the coming weeks, your

dreams may come true to find that golf-
ing partner or Spurs fan club you've i LR
been looking for.

ness and fun-ness as only Abiding Lov- @ 1.. .*:'...1” f’%[
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Boy Scout Troop 555
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
February 24, 2009
5:35 — 7:20 p.m.
Abiding Love Activity Center

Children 6-12 - $3 Children under 6 - Free

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Pancakes, Sausage, Drinks

Adults - $5

Please come and support our church's troop! Funds raised will help
pay for summer Boy Scout and High Adventure camps.

If you'd like to join Troop 555, or learn more about scouting, contact
Doug Feicht, Scoutmaster, dfeicht@texas.net , or 301-4881.

31st Annual CROP Hunger Walk

WHEN: Saturday & Sunday, March 7-8, 2009
Sat. Registration, 9:30 a.m.; Walk begins 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Registration, 1:45 p.m.; Walk begins 2:30 p.m.
WHERE: Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
(Grove Blvd. off East Riverside Dr., near ACC Campus)
WHAT: A community walk to raise awareness and
funds for international hunger relief and
development, as well as local hunger-fighting.
Look for an Abiding Love walker to support, or contact
Jan Haas, 892-6154 to obtain a donation envelope!

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel - Thursdays 9:45 A.M.

Whenever we worship - you are invited! Weekly
chapel is an important part of the programming
at our Children’s Center! Chapel is led by the
pastors and uses the Chapel Curriculum written
by Mary Fetter. You are always welcome to
attend.

Upcoming Chapel Themes:
Feb. 26: Jesus Visits Mary and Martha

FEBRUARY & MARCH ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY TRAINING—Sat., Feb 21, 8:30 a.m.
NIA CLASS—Sat., Feb. 21, 9:00 a.m.
OWLS KOINONIA LUNCH—Sun., Feb. 22, 12:15 p.m.
7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION—Sun., Feb. 22, 4:30 p.m.
MIDDLE SCHOOLYOUTH GROUP—Sun., Feb. 22, 6:00 p.m.
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP—Sun., Feb. 22, 6:00 p.m.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—

Sun., Feb. 22 & Mar. 1, 6:00 p.m.
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., Feb. 23 & Mar. 2, 1:30 p.m.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., Feb. 23 & Mar. 2, 7:00 p.m.
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Feb. 24 & Mar. 3, 7:00 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Feb. 24 & Mar. 3, 10:30 a.m.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., Feb. 24, 7:00 p.m.
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.—

Tue., Feb. 24, 7:00 p.m.

ALLELUIA CHILDREN’S CHOIR—

Wed., Feb. 25 & Mar. 4, 4:30 p.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY LENTEN MEAL—Wed., Feb. 25, 5:45 p.m.
LENTEN MEAL—Wed., Mar. 4, 5:45 p.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY LENTEN WORSHIP—Wed. Feb. 25, 6:45 p.m.
LENTEN WORSHIP—Wed. Mar. 4, 6:45 p.m.
WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., Feb. 26 & Mar. 5, 9:30 a.m.
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—

Thu., Feb. 26 & Mar. 5, 9:45 a.m.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY MAKE-UPCLASS—

Thu., Feb. 26 & Mar. 5, 6:00 p.m.
CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., Feb. 26 & Mar. 5, 7:30 p.m.
See articles for other events!

Mar. 5:  Jesus Calms the Storm
Join the “Cookie Brigade”!
. We are forming a “Cookie Brigade” — a
m’-ﬂ group of people who like to bake and who
N a0 : are willing to, when called upon, pop a cou-

ﬁ' -#" S, ple of dozen cookies in the oven, then bring

il them up to church. The cookies will be used

Cookie Brigade for various events at church or as a gift for
first time visitors.

If you are interested in baking cookies for the “Cookie Brigade”,
please call Reggie Kikta at 443-8947 or 965-3130. Or sign up at the
Evangelism & Outreach Kiosk in the Narthex.

Lutheran Educators’ Day
Saturday, March 28, 2009 9 AM — 2:10 PM
Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX

Honoring Our Differences

Dr. Hans Wierzma, Keynote Speaker, Assistant Professor, Augs-
burg College: “My post-graduate work was in the area of church
history, with a focus on issues related to ministry during the Refor-
mation period. (My dissertation is a biographical study of a German
pastor who worked closely with Martin Luther.) My ongoing scholar-
ship involves relating ministry themes in pre-modern Christian his-
tory to the doing of ministry in a (post-)modern context—especially
ministry with those in their “first third” of life (ages 0-29).

Cost: $25* Includes speaker, lunch and childcare** $25 until
March 16. After March 16, the cost increases to $35. Scholarships
are available.

** Childcare provided for children 3 years and up attending with
parent. Pre-registration required. Lunch provided for your children.

Register Online at www.swtsynod.org/events or by phone at (830)
379-9900 or by fax at (830) 379-9900




*t* STATISTICS *t*

BIBLE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 22ND:
“Transfiguration of Our Lord”

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Transfiguration
of Dur Lord
BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH 1ST:
“First Sunday in Lent”

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

SERVING LIST

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND:
Greeters—Larry & Kathy Grimm (8:30) +
George Glaser & Pat Shields (11:00)
Acolytes—Alex Santos (8:30) + Katherine Albin (11:00)
Flowers—OPEN
Worship Assistants—Kim Thonhoff (8:30) +
Dale Sump (11:00)
Altar Guild—Zolene Curlee & Joyce Kuntschik (8:30) +
Lenore Moltz & Billye Trostel (11:00)
Ushers—Paul Mettke & Kurt Rech (8:30) +
J.D. Bostick (11:00)
Council Assistant—Bill Nicholson

Coffee Service—Sarah Circle.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND:
Acolytes—Emma Albin (8:30) + Elizabeth Escobedo (11:00)
Tray Holders—Jay Urban (8:30) + Steve Essinger (11.00)
Flowers—Fetter, Merz
Altar Guild—Coleen Thompson & Di Brophy (8:30) +

Ruth Shane & Nan Hatcher (11:00)
Ushers—Lloyd & Karin Matthys (8:30) +
Council Assistant—Laurie Donovan

Coffee Service—Hannah Circle.

The Financial Peace University seminar has completed 5 weeks of
the 13 weeks of sessions. We have 41 people enrolled in the class.

Job Opening: Administrative Assistant

First English Lutheran Church, Austin, is looking for a 3/4 time Ad-
ministrative Assistant. Requirements include excellent communica-
tion and people skills, computer skills including word processing and
publishing layout experience. The ideal candidate is highly organ-
ized, detail oriented, and familiar with church administration. Back-
ground check is required. Please send resume by March 1 to
felcjob@gmail.com or by mail: Rev. Michael Coffey, First English
Lutheran Church, 3001 Whitis Ave, Austin, TX 78705

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH:
Worship - 103 (8:30) + 112 (11:00) = 215 (Total)
Sunday School - 92
*Offerings - $7,360.50 (Current) + $1,420.00 (Debt Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $125.00 (Undesignated Memorials) +
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$100.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$137.00 (Water to Thrive) +
$5.00 (Kairos)

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH:
Worship - 80 (8:30) + 137 (11.00) = 217 (Total)
Sunday School - 79
*Qfferings - $7,321.62 (Current) + $865.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $12.00 (Food Pantry) +
$85.00 (Water to Thrive) +
$5.00 (Kairos)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

¥ MEMORIALS:

Debt Fund
For Dorothy Albin by Dale & Jeri Lyn Sump.
General Fund
For Dorothy Albin by Dana & Marian Hollien, Joel & Audrey Lehman.
Gifts & Memorial Fund
For Dorothy Albin by B. L. & Marcie Parker.
Water to Thrive
For Dorothy Albin by Annette Smith, Bill & Di Brophy.
For Dawne Sweet by Annette Smith.

v SPECIAL GIFTS:

Gifts & Memorial Fund
In honor of Pastor Lynnae’s birthdday by B.L. & Marcie Parker.

Renewed in the Spirit: A Lutheran Revival
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
3525 Bee Cave Road, Austin, TX 78746
Saturday, February 21
5:00 p.m.—Prayer Workshop
6:00 p.m.—Dinner
7:00 p.m.—Worship Service
Come and be renewed, refreshed, inspired and awakened through
song, praise and prayer!
Music by Mixed Blessings!

The need continues to be great. Any donations of food or toiletry
items will be very helpful. We especially need cereal, protein items,
shampoo, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. We have very few chil-
dren’s books.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact
Diane McGowan, 892-4416.

There is always a need for protein items like tuna or other
canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter. Clients really appreci-
ate the shampoo and toothpaste.

Diane McGowan
Food Pantry Coordinator

Give Back the Blessings!
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“First Friday Free Movie Night”
Friday, March 6

Come watch a “G” movie, eat popcorn and hotdogs, and
drink lemonade! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and movie
starts at 7:00 p.m.

4th & 5th Grade Youth Group

Feb 22nd is our next meeting, and we will be going Bowling at the
Underground Bowling Center at UT. Meet at the church at 4:00 p.m.
Each child needs to bring $10 to cover costs to bowl plus shoes.

Call the Church Office, 892-4040 to find out the name of the movie!
Licensing laws do not permit written publication of the title. It will be
appropriate for young children..

Middle School Youth Group
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This Sunday, February 22nd, during Sunday School and Late
Service, we will be Washing the Worshippers Windows .
If anyone would like to donate $$ for these services,
proceeds will go towards our Water 2 Thrive project to
build a clean water well in Ethiopia. The youth members

will worship together at the Early Worship Service, then
stay for the rest of the morning to wash windows.
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Sunday, February 22 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting
We will meet upstairs in the Common Area. Everyone
come and have fun with us!

Sunday, March 8 — 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
We will be part of the new Welcome Team on Sunday
mornings. Look for us on the 2nd Sunday of every month!

Confirmation Camp is June 14th—19th this year. We will
be attending Camp Chrysalis, near Kerrville. All 6th through
8th graders are invited to attend!

Turn in registrations forms to Pastor Lynnae by Ash
Wednesday, February 25th!

<

Dear Marty,

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.0.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

Sunday, February 22 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting

Sunday, March 29 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering
Getting Ready

Sunday, April 19 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — National Gathering
Getting Ready

The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering
New Orleans, Louisiana
July 22-26, 2009

What should I do when I need to respect my neighbor, but my
neighbor won't respect me?

Signed,
Dragonslayer

Dear Dragonslayer,

E| Unfortunately, the command to love your
neighbor doesn't have a qualifier that assures
that you neighbor will respond likewise. By
following this commandment you are living as God wants
you to live. However, not all people follow and believe in
the same God as you and I do. By continuing to honor
your neighbor, you are doing right, but that does not
mean that you should put yourself in a dangerous or bad
situation. Sometimes adults don't respect youth and that
is to their detriment. It can also be that the best way to
honor them is to stay away from them. You do what you
know is right and God who sees everything will know.

Signed,
Marty




BULLETIN BOARD

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., March 4th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., March 2nd.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jnokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.
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From Patricia M. Hohertz: “Many ‘Thank Yous' to all those who
planned, helped and came to celebrate my 75th Birthday in
January. It was good to see some old friends and relatives—
and to get better acquainted with new friends and neighbors. |
was so proud of Laurie, Craig and Emily for thinking of this and
carrying it out. It was so special. May each of you be blessed in
the years to come and may your friendships grow. Reminds me
of the Campfire song. ‘Make new friends and keep the old. One
is silver and the other gold.” | am rich!!l”

To the Hannah Circle from Joan Hokanson, Cindy Kunz,
Pastor Lynnae, and Pastor Fetter for the lovely Valentine’s
luncheon served to the full-time staff on Monday, Feb. 9th. The
food was delicious; the company delightful; and the gifts a
pleasant surprise! Thank you for making us feel special!

To St Catherine’s for donating all of the food they collect from
their food drive at the end of February/early March to us. That
is great news as the need continues to grow.

From Vicky Lewis, “Angels in Our Midst” staff member at our
Children’s Center: “Dear Church Member— Thank you for the
lovely earrings— I've already worn them several times! Thank
you, too, for the gift card. I'll use it when the Kohl’s opens in
Kyle! Thank you especially for your active “act of” concern for
young children and their parents. This is my calling in life to
serve these families and | could not do it without you and your

prayers!”

From Paul Atkinson, Church Properties Board Director, to all
who came out for the Property Workday on Saturday. We had
both seasoned members and some new faces. Our tasks in-
cluded piano moving x 2, light bulb replacement and fixture
repair, drywall repair in the Sanctuary, flower bed cleanup, and
tree trimming. God certainly has blessed us with many talents!
Thanks to Peggy Suggs, Rich Ryon, Llyod Matthys, Joel Leh-
man, and Pat Dove. Thanks also to our mystery weed eater -
Bob Von Bieberstein. Come out and join us next month if you
can, and let’'s see what else we can accomplish!

To our Boy Scout Troop 555 for sponsoring the “Boy Scout
Sunday Observance” on Feb. 8, 11:00 a.m.

To the Mixed Blessings for their continued musical leadership
on Sun., Feb. 8, 11:00 a.m.

To Bill Hatcher for his flute accompaniment with the choir an-
them on Sun., Feb. 15, 11:00 a.m.

To Charlotte Ballard for the donation of a variety of papers for
the Church Office to use.

To Mt. Olive Lutheran Church’s Women In Mission for sharing
funds raised in their fall fundraiser. A check was sent to us for
our Good Samaritan Fund. We appreciate their willingness to
help in serving those in need!

From Jerald and Marilyn Segner to everyone who has brought
them meals over the last few weeks. We are very blessed to be
part this wonderful community of thoughtful friends!

To the members of Abiding Love:

Thank you for your support with Amber’s y

Angels back in December. With your help i
we raised over $400 and a car load of ws:
donations. Amberlyn Fett and her mother

were more than happy to receive those.

Amberlyn was unable to help fill and deliver the gift bags to the chil-
dren at the Dell Children’s Hospital because she was in the hospital,
where she remained for 3 full weeks. She was disappointed that she
couldn’t participate, but was glad that there were enough bags for all
the children staying in the Hospital on Christmas Day.

For anyone who is unaware of Amberlyn Fett’s story, Amberlyn was
diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis at 6 weeks old and has spent every
Christmas in the hospital. During her freshman year of high school,
Amberlyn founded Amber’s Angels, which is an organization that
collects items to put in gift bags that are delivered to all children
spending Christmas day in the hospital. Amberlyn is currently 5" on
the National Lung Transplant List because she needs a double lung
transplant.

If you would like to keep updated on Amberlyn’s status you can take
a look at her Caringbridge website http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
amberlynfett . Also if you would like more information about Amber’s
Angels, you can visit www.ambers-angels.org .

Thank you again!
*Amber Karley

A Note from Christian-Charles de Plicque:

“Special Thanks to you all! See many photos from the missions tour in
Poland, Christmas etc, at my website, www.deplicque.net What can | say?
How can | find words to thank you all for all you do for me personally, and
the work of Angel House International Missions Ministries here in the
Artic Circle? How can | find the words even to praise our great God for all He
is doing through you? BUT | WILL FIND THEM! And | will keep praising Him
for you guys. You are awesome! This is the Love of Christ being manifested
at Abiding Love! It is my honest prayer, to see you this year. Miracles still

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

happen. | know. | am one! Until | can hug you myself and break bread with
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love
with our community.

you, | greet you in the name above all names, Jesus Christ!”
Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Je-
sus Christ has for all people.
Core Values
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and
others by:
Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving
joyfully and freely to the Lord;

Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by
showing respect and love for all;

Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

Demonstrating love through actions;
Being excited for Jesus; and

Praying frequently.
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Women of Abiding Love

WELCA Austin Conference

A message from conference planners including our own Marge
Robison:

You are invited to participate in the March 14, 2009, WELCA
Austin Conference at Faith Lutheran Church, Austin. A variety
of events will be offered to respond to your specific needs with an
emphasis on the theme of forgiveness. Come, network and enjoy
the day with other Lutheran women. This conference is for you.

Please see Diane McGowan 892-4416, or your circle chair for a
registration form.
Annual Church-wide Garage Sale
April 4, 2008

Mark your calendars April 4th! The Annual Church-wide Garage
Sale will be coordinated by the youth and WELCA. Start collecting
donations and store them in your garage until April 2nd. If you have
questions, contact Annette Smith, 280-4533

Annual Women’s Retreat
Mark your calendars for April 24-26th! More info to follow.

2009 Tri-Synod Lutheran Men in Mission Assembly
“Log On! Connect and Serve. God’s Work... Our Hands”
February 20-21
Triumphant Love Lutheran Church
9508 Great Hills Trail, Austin, TX

Registration fee: $40.00 per person; make checks payable to
TLLC, and write in the memo line: Tri-Synod LMM Assembly.
Registration forms are available in the Church Office, 892-4040.
For more info go to www.swtlmm.com , or call Dennis Hickey, 210-
347-6338.

Church wide Garage Sale
Saturday, April 4
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sign Up
to Help!

Sign-up Sheets for food or working will be on the table
in the Church Narthex on March 1st.

How can you help?
Clean out those closets and garages and save the
materials to be delivered to the church on Thursday,
April 2, after 1:30 p.m., or Friday, April 3, 8:00 a.m. —
8:00 p.m. If you have materials that need to be
picked up, call John Urban (750-5979).

We will need people to help price and set up the
garage sale and work at the sale.
o Thursday, April 2, 1:30 p.m. —8:00 p.m.
o Friday, April 3, all day
o Saturday, April 4, 7:00 a.m. until closing.

Donate food items for the workers, for the baked
sale, or the concession stand.
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A Valentine’s Day Tribute
For Abiding Love Lutheran Church

During this month of February as we celebrate Valentine’s Day and
our thoughts turn to all of those special people in our life, we are
taking this opportunity to pay tribute to each of you at Abiding Love
Lutheran and especially to “Our Special Abiding Love Lutheran Sen-
ior Citizens.”

Many of our “Seniors” have been a part of Abiding Love since its
birth in 1980 when 59 families organized and our special David Fet-
ter was called as our Pastor. Throughout these past years since we
began our worship and Sunday School classes at Westgate Bowling
Lanes, we have been blessed in so many ways as we continued to
grow. The dedication of our first Worship/Activity Center in 1982 and
the opening of our Education Building and Child Development Cen-
ter in 1986 were two major mile stones as our programs for ministry,
music, worship and fellowship rapidly grew.

By 1996 a master plan was in place to build a new Worship/
Administrative and Educational Center. After a successful “Forward
in Faith Appeal” obtained the financial support from members of our
church, our groundbreaking was celebrated in 1999. After much
prayer, planning, loving fellowship and Divine guidance, our new
Worship Center was dedicated with much thanksgiving in May 2002.
The past 29 years have indeed truly been a blessing to so many as
Abiding Love became a place for each of us to come and celebrate
God’s love.

Therefore, at this special time it is with much thanksgiving and
“LOVE” that we pay tribute to our Senior Citizens who were a part of
Abiding Love from the beginning and to all of you who have become
an important part of our congregation and ministry since then.

Just as Abiding Love Lutheran is now 29 years older, so it is for
some of our dear “older members.” Therefore, we will begin devot-
ing a part of our church newsletter to them just as we do our youth.
We hope it will be a source of joy and inspiration and informative for
all of you as well.

As we once again now look forward as to how Abiding Love should
proceed from here in to the future, we hope each of you will prayer-
fully become excited about all of the possibilities ahead in the
“Golden Years” for Abiding Love as we share this message with
you today. “Even to your old age and gray hairs | am he, | am he
who will sustain you. | have made you and | will carry you. | will sus-
tain you and I will rescue you.” Isaiah 46:4.

May this prayer help each of you, whether young or old, to realize
how important you are in sharing God’s love today and everyday in
to the future: “Lord, | realize that | often sit in church taking in all the
nourishment provided me - the worship and music, the prayers, your
word, the message of the week, and the friendship extended to

me — yet, | am reluctant to step forward and offer my gifts to you.
Lord, | want to change that thinking today. Please point me to the
ministry where | can be most useful for you and content to give back
some of what | have received from you. Amen.”

—by Annette Smith
On behalf of the Membership Care Board
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