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Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church        
 

Sr. Pastor:  M. David Fetter, Jr. 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925) 
               (Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
               E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com 
Associate Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
               (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
               E-mail: lsorensen@austin.rr.com 
President:  Diane Albin 
               (Home: 301-9059)  
               E-mail:  Diane_Albin@gwot.com 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under) 
9:30 - 9:45  a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL  
               Opening in the Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. — all ages 
               2 & 3 Years Old — 2nd Story, Room 207 
               Pre-K— Nursery in Worship Center 
               Kindergarten & 1st Grade — 2nd Story, Room 205 
               2nd & 3rd Grade — 2nd Story, Room 206  
               4th & 5th Grade — 2nd Story, Room 202 
               Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room 204 
               Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room 203 
               Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1&2 (Worship Ctr.) 
               Adult “Book of Faith Study” — Activity Center 
11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

†    †    † 

STAFF:   
Office Administrator:  Cindy Kunz 
              (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)  
              Phone:  892-4040 
              E-mail:  abidinglove@austin.rr.com 
              Fax:  892-4456 
 
Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson 
              E-mail:  jhokanson@austin.rr.com 
 
Music Director:  Karron Lewis  
 
Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 
Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 
Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
               
Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
              E-mail:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
              www.abidinglove.org 
 
Children’s Center Director:  Donna Eastty 
              (Center Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
              Phone:  892-2777 
Our Children’s Center web site address:  
              www.main.org/allcdc 
 

†    †    † 

    

Abiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran ChurchAbiding Love Lutheran Church 

 
Holy Communion will be served at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, 
February 8th, and at both Worship Ser-
vices on Sunday, February 15th. 

The Tie That Binds 

On Sunday, January 18th, the following church staff members were honored 
with prayers of thanksgiving to God for their faithful and loving service: 
L to R:    Laurie Donovan — 15 years as Assistant Church Pianist  
              Dona  Brooks — 25 years as Church Pianist  
              Cindy Kunz — 25 years as Church Secretary/Office Administrator  

Special Meeting of the Congregation  
Sunday,  February 15 

12:15 p.m. 
In the Sanctuary 

See details on page 1 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

7210 Brush Country Road 
Austin, Texas 78749 

512-892-4040 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
On January 26-28, Pastor Lynnae and I attended our annual Tri-
Synodical Theological Leadership Conference in Arlington. 
Pastors and other church leaders from Texas, and Louisiana met 
to consider the theme, “This Good Earth”. 
 
As I led you in our worship services this past Sunday, three 
things took on even more meaning for me after attending this 
conference: 
 

♦ The first was in the Prayer of Confession:  “We confess 
that we have sinned against you and one another. We 
have wounded the whole creation by the things we have 
done and the things we have failed to do.” 

 

♦ The second was in the Apostles’ Creed:  “I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.” 

 

♦ The third was in the Prayers of the Church:  “Almighty God, 
by your word creation came into being. Speak to us by 
your spirit when creation is groaning for rescue and 
relief, that we may commit ourselves to thoughtful care 
of all you have made.” 

 
At this conference, we heard from four persons who are very 
significantly involved in raising the awareness globally that we 
are facing a crisis of climate change on this planet! Being 
followers of Jesus Christ, they take very seriously the meaning of 
John 3:16-- “For God so loved THE WORLD (meaning ‘the 
whole creation’, or ‘the cosmos’ in the original Greek) that 
he gave his only Son… “ We are created “in God’s image”, and 
“God is love”. So, as the people of God we have the 
responsibility to “love this world” by responding to the crises we 
face. Yes, we must confess that waste and over-use of resources 
is creating economic, social and environmental problems that 
cannot wait to be addressed! As God’s children, the church of 
Jesus Christ has the unique opportunity in our worship, our 
service, and in our personal lives to witness to our faith in the 
God who sustains us and all living things. God has commanded 
us to “have dominion” over the creation which means to be 
“caretaker”, or “good stewards” of this good earth in the original 
Hebrew. 
 
Robert Corin Morris raises some very thought-provoking 
questions in an article titled, “An Altar of Earth—the Bible as  
Earth-Book”:  “What kind of world will our children and 
grandchildren inherit? Will it be the bleak world envisioned 
by some, where we will live not only in the ruins of nature, 
but in the ruins of the civilization that ruined it? What will be 
the shape of this world to come? What kind of people will it 
take to shape it in this direction? And why should this 
matter to those who call Jesus Lord?” 
 
The teaching and preaching of Jesus proclaims that heaven and 
earth are joined in eternal life. The incarnation of Jesus, “God’s 
Word made flesh who dwells with us” teaches us to pray for this 
good earth: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”! 
 
                                          —Pastor David Fetter 
 

†    †    † 

 

   Come to Jesus 
 

From Pastor Lynnae 
 

Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle, 
and you will find rest for your souls” Matthew 11:28-29  
 

Stress and anxiety seem to be on the rise. It could be the times, 
with all the economic and housing crises. It could be that those 
events began the cycle of unemployment, high cost of living and 
salary freezes. It could also be that as we have become more and 
more busy, more and more focused on things instead of relation-
ships, and more and more away from church, that the stress and 
anxiety have raised. I hate to sound legalistic, but that is what 
some are saying. They are saying that with the turn away from 
God and church, we were bound for this recession.  
 

I don’t know. But this I do know – Jesus is the answer. You know 
what relieves stress? Jesus relieves stress, for in him you will find 
rest. You know what lowers anxiety? Jesus lowers anxiety because 
he is humble and gentle. It doesn’t always just happen, but how 
can it happen if you aren’t in relationship with him? This is the 
day to remove some things from your life in order to make room 
for the most important.  
 

In this time of stress and anxiety, come, be with us at Abiding 
Love for worship and fellowship. Together we face the day. We 
laugh. We cry. We pray. We come to the table. Come.  
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 

Coming This Sunday! 
Small Group Common Interest Questionnaire 

 

On February 8th an effort begins to  
establish several new and exciting small 
groups for the purpose of Bible study,  
social outreach, fun, or any combination. 
This is an opportunity for friends and 
acquaintances to come together and 
celebrate those things that provide 
meaning to us. Fishermen, quilters, 
young parents, BBQr’s, Longhorns, Aggies, Cowboys, or your 
choice unite and share in the joys of common interests.  
 

The purpose, goals, and activities pursued in each small group are 
defined entirely by the group to achieve oneness and fun-ness as 
only Abiding Lovers can do. In the coming weeks, your dreams may 
come true to find that golfing partner or Spurs fan club you’ve been 
looking for. On February 8th and 15th complete a “common interest 
questionnaire” provided at both Sunday services, and find out 
whom else may share your interests!! 

Be the first to turn in your questionnaire! 

Special Meeting of the Congregation  
Sunday,  February 15 

 

The Congregation Council has made a recommen-
dation to enter into a contract with Kairos Christian 
Resource Development Consulting to assist us in 
strategic planning for the Mission and Ministry, 

Stewardship Development, Leadership Development and Capital 
Fund Appeal for Abiding Love.   
 

On Sunday, February 15th, at 12:15, there will be a Special Meeting 
of the Congregation to approve the contract with Kairos Consulting.  
This week you will be receiving in the mail an announcement about 
this meeting with more specific details.  Please plan to attend the 
meeting on the 15th! All confirmed members are voting members. 
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The Tie That Binds 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN THE HOSPITAL:  Travis Koehler, St. David’s, IMC 10 (2nd Floor) 
                                 Alan Matejowsky, Brackenridge, Rm. 832 
 
HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Marilyn Segner 
                                                    Ben Fuelberg 
                                                    Ruth Heidemeyer 
 
HOME FROM HOSPITAL PROCEDURE:  Lloyd Matthys 
 
DEATHS:  Dorothy Albin, Ken’s mother,  
                            Karherine and Emma’s grandmother 
                  Clyde Paul, Janea Escobedo’s great aunt 
 
PRAYER-REQUESTS:   

 

** Marilyn Segner                      ** Jane Bates 
** Kay Nicholson                        ** Meagan Prehn 
** Sherry Abrahamson                ** Christian-Charles de Plicque 
** Bill Atkinson                            
** Marcy Cornell                         
** Johnnie Strickland                  
** Herman Gonzalez                   
** Harley Fetterman 
** Blake Johnson 
** Amber Karley 
** Edna Graeber 
 

** Roy Rowe (Karen Huddleston’s uncle) 
** Pat Brown (Amelia Mettke’s friend) 
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) 
** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s cousin) 
** Charlie Carroll (Camille Lunday’s grandfather) 
** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother) 
** Ty Roehfanz (Joel & Audrey Lehman’s grandson) 
** Edna McDonald (Coleen Thompson’s mother) 
** Kyla Johnson (friend of the Villalobos family) 
** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter) 
** Jim West (Mary Fetter’s nephew) 
** Harold Albin (Ken’s father) 
** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter’s sister) 
** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew) 
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) 
** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth’s brother) 
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’s daughter) 
 

Prayers of safety for the following: 
    ** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army  
    ** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC 
    ** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force 
    ** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force 
    ** Chris Glaser serving in Iraq with the U.S. Army 

** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year 
           (Hazeldean’s son) 

    ** For all those in the military services overseas. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
 

A letter of transfer has been received for Mary Thielen. She is join-
ing St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, Minnesota.  
“We pray God’s blessing on you, Mary, in your new church home!” 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE…..PEOPLE.. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
Feb. 8—Missy Baker, Christi Eskew 

Feb. 10—Sam Livingston 
Feb. 11— Dylan Bradford, Margaret Dove, 
                  Don Morris 
Feb. 12—Janice Ashton, Rosa Hatfield, Kim Shelly, Dale Sump 
Feb. 13—George Glaser, Mark Strickland 
Feb. 15—David Haverlah 
Feb. 16—Noah Hebert, Audrey Lehman 
Feb. 17—Taylor Ferguson 
Feb. 18—Ruth Shane 
Feb. 19—Logan Edmundson, John Oertel 
Feb. 20—Judy Haverlah, Georgia Mueller 
Feb. 21—Kristin Alaimo, Randy Cavazos, Marilyn Essinger 

Join the “Cookie Brigade”! 
 

We are forming a “Cookie Brigade” — a group 
of people who like to bake and who are willing 
to, when called upon, pop a couple of dozen 
cookies in the oven, then bring them up to 
church. The cookies will be used for various 
events at church or as a gift for first time visitors.  
 

If you are interested in baking cookies for the “Cookie  Brigade”, 
please call Reggie Kikta at 443-8947 or 965-3130.  Or sign up at the 
Evangelism & Outreach Kiosk in the Narthex. 
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Senior Fest 2009 
February 7, 2009 

Christ Lutheran Church 
510 Luther Drive 

Georgetown, Texas 8628 
 

Keynote speaker:  Dr. Paul Maier, Professor of Ancient History, 
                              Western Michigan University 
Theme: Christianity: The First Three Centuries—Exploring the  
             parallels between the early Christian church and today’s world. 
             Workshops too! Sponsored by Association of Lutheran Older Adults  
Registration: $25.00 until January 31st. Forms available in Church Office 
More information:  Contact Paul F. Howe, paulfhowe@aol.com  
                              or call (512) 864-2281 

Read and Discuss 
 
Here are the books and dates of our Read and Discuss group: 
February 18: Against Medical Advise by James Patterson 
This is one family's struggle with an agonizing 
medical mystery. Tess Gerritsen wrote "This 
book stands as a testament to the amazing 
power of one family's unconditional love for one 
another". 
March: No discussion: Lenten Service 
April 15: Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen 
May 20: The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by 
Alexander McCall Smith. 
Put these dates on your calendar so you don’t forget. And KEEP 
READING! 

Christian Education 
 

Our Congregation Council has appointed Cindy Atwell as Christian 
Education Board Director. Denise Tharp is not able to serve in this 
position at this time. 

“Boy Scout Sunday” 
February 8th, 11:00 a.m. 

 

All youth and adults involved in Cub and Boy Scouting 
Packs and Troops are invited to attend worship in uni-
form. 
 

We will have a special observance of these programs for 
children, youth, and their families.  
 

Our congregation sponsors Troop 555 (the “Triple Nickel”) which 
meets on Mondays, 7:00 p.m. in our Activity Center. 



 

BIBLE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 8TH: 
“Fifth Sunday after Epiphany” 

 

Isaiah 40:21-31 

Psalm 147:1-11 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 15TH: 
“Sixth Sunday after Epiphany” 

 

2 Kings 5:1-14 

Psalm 30:1-12 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

Mark 1:40-45 

* † *   STATISTICS   * † * 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25TH: 
Worship - 89 (8:30)  +  115 (11:00)  =  214 (Total) 
Sunday School - 83 
*Offerings - $5,242.50 (Current)  +  $580.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $55.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $10.00 (Good Samaritan Fund)  + 
                            $5.00 (Kairos)   
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST: 
Worship - 81 (8:30)  +  118 (11:00)  =  199 (Total) 
Sunday School - 90 
*Offerings - $9,168.19 (Current)  +  $1,225.00 (Debt Fund)  + 
*Other Offerings - $70.00 (Food Pantry)  + 
                            $25.00 (Capital Improvement Fund)  + 
                            $398.00 (Sr. High Chili Cook-Off)  + 
                            $100.00 (Water to Thrive)   
 

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving. 
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♥ MEMORIALS: 
 

General Fund 
      For Dorothy Albin by Bob & Kim Thonhoff, Nader & Debra Ayoub, 
              Greta Rymal, Terry & Andrea Wyatt, Belinda Smith. 
      For Tom Thomas by George & Rosa Hatfield 
 

♥ SPECIAL GIFTS: 
 

Food Pantry 
      In honor of Pete Luedecke’s birthday by Annette Smith. 
Good Samaritan Fund 
       In honor of Pastor Lynnae’s birthday by Annette Smith. 
Water to Thrive 
       In honor of Pastor Lynnae’s birthday by Tom, Joan, Jill & Rachel  
              Hokanson. 

In January we served 214 families with 791 individuals 
about one-fourth of these people were new to our pan-
try.  They very much appreciated all the members of 
Abiding Love for their support.  We continue to need 

protein items, cereal, or whatever you can donate.  
 

The need continues to be great.  Any donations will be very helpful.  
We especially need cereal, protein items, shampoo, toothpaste, and 
toothbrushes.   We have very few children’s books. 
If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact 
Diane McGowan, 892-4416. 
 

There is always a need for protein items like tuna or other 
canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter. Clients really appreci-
ate the shampoo and toothpaste.  
 

Diane McGowan 
Food Pantry Coordinator 

Give Back the Blessings! 

Your 2008 Giving Statements are on table in the central part of the 
Narthex. Please pick up your statement and save us the postage. 
Thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give During a Crisis 
 
What all is in the Evangelical Church in America’s (ELCA) web page 
www.elca.org ? For a starter, the tab “Discipleship” includes the tab 
“Stewardship”, where I discovered Ed Kruse who is the ELCA Direc-
tor of Stewardship. He posts two to three messages each month 
about stewardship. One that quickly caught my attention is titled 
Giving During a Crisis. 
 

He writes:  “The effect of not knowing or being able to accurately 
predict what will happen in the coming years is bringing a huge 
amount of fear into every home and every congregation. And with 
that fear comes the tendency to become negative about anything 
and everything relating to their finances. Whenever we allow fear to 
guide our thinking, very little positive movement will take place, for 
fear and being positive do not co-exist.” 
 

He continues:  “In spite of the difficulties that we may face this year, 
it’s absolutely no the time to become negative and ‘crawl into a 
shell’.  You are a part of the most positive message the world has 
ever known! Think positive — be creative — empathize with other’s 
challenges, but create in them the faith that God will provide!” 
 

He closes with:  “That’s what we’re all about — and it’s just good 
stewardship!” 
 

So, our Board of Stewardship and Finance is becoming most  
informed about the financial condition of our church. We will be 
stepping back from the burdens of the current crisis, and will exam-
ine what the best course would be for our congregation to not only 
survive this time of financial trouble, but perhaps actually grow dur-
ing it. We have a number of questions for which we want to come up 
with answers of action. If you have ideas, let me know. 
 

More from me, members of  the Board of Stewardship and Finance, 
and Ed Kruse to come... 
 
Bill Nicholson, Board Director, 
Stewardship and Finance 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
 

†    †    † 

Mother’s Study—Tuesdays, 9:15-10:15 am 
In the Church Library 

 

No Training. No Resume. No Interview. But you’ve got the job! Wel-
come to motherhood….the overtime may be grueling, the responsibility 
staggering, but the benefits are without equal. Come learn lessons from 
mothers God chose the values God wants you to know: 

Mary—faithfully obeying the seemingly impossible 
Deborah—a working mom faced with apathy 
Samson’s mother—praying for her rebellious son 
Eve— living with the results of wrong choices 

Pastor Lynnae Sorensen will lead the study and conversation,  
using the book: A Mother’s Legacy  by Jeanne Hendricks. 



    

Abiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s ChoirAbiding Love Alleluia Children’s Choir    
Wednesday afternoonsWednesday afternoonsWednesday afternoonsWednesday afternoons    

4:304:304:304:30--------5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.  
3 year olds through 5th grade (two classes)  

Join us to sing a song of LOVE!  
For more information call: 892-4040 

 

All children are welcome to join anytime!All children are welcome to join anytime!All children are welcome to join anytime!All children are welcome to join anytime!    

 
Dear Marty,  
 

My homework grades in Algebra are pretty good. Mostly 90’s 

and 100’s. But, when I take tests, the questions always seem a 

little different than what we have studied and I almost always 

get 70’s or 80’s on them. Why is this?  
 

Signed,  

Unfair 

 

Dear Unfair,  
 
That does sound unfair. I wonder if you are 
relying only on homework. Sometimes you 

also have to study the formula so that it will work for dif-
ferent problems. Doing your homework is not enough. 
It’s like that in life too. You can’t just do the routine. You 
also have to work at relationships and try to understand 
the commonalities. Homework is not always ‘studying’. 
Good luck! 
 
Signed,  
A student of life, Marty 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Senior High Youth Group 
“The R.O.C.K.” 

(Reliers on Christ the King) 
 
Sunday, February 8 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting 
 
Monday, February 16 — 7:00 p.m. — Meeting for sponsors  
               who are attending the National Youth Gathering in New 
               Orleans this summer:  Pastor Lynnae Sorensen, Janea 
               Escobedo, Dale Sump, and John Urban. 
 
Sunday, February 22 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting 

Middle School Youth Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, February 8 — 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
               We will be part of the new Welcome Team on Sunday 
               mornings. Look for us on the 2nd Sunday of every month!  
 

Sunday, February 8 — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. — Meeting 
               We'll be planning a fundraising event for our ongoing 
               “Water to Thrive” program. So, look for us soon to be 
               "Washing the Worshippers Windows". Otherwise, we'll  
               continue to take donations in the Water Bottle in the  
               Narthex. 

Parents:  After you’ve read this page, please give it to you kids. 

 

Remember to Recycle Everyday— 
Help the Needy 

and 
Save Our Environment 

 

At the end of the year we collected: (Correction!) 
               440 Printer Cartridges 
               206 Cell Phones 
               107 Eye Glasses 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsored by the Christian Service Board and Abiding Love youth groups. 

5 4 

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel – Thursdays 9:45 A.M. 
 

Whenever we worship – you are invited! Weekly chapel is an im-
portant part of the programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel 
is led by the pastors and uses the Chapel Curriculum written by 
Mary Fetter. You are always welcome to attend.  
 

Upcoming Chapel Themes:   

              
             Feb 05: Jesus Calls His Disciples 
             Feb 12:  Jesus Blesses the Children 
             Feb 19:  Jesus and Zacchaeus 
             Feb. 26:  Jesus visits Mary and Martha 

“First Friday Free Movie Night” 
Friday, February 6 

Come watch a movie, eat popcorn and hotdogs, and 
drink lemonade! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and movie 
starts at 7:00 p.m.  
Call the Church Office, 892-4040 to find out the name 
of the movie! Licensing laws do not permit written 

                       publication of the title. 



 
 
 
 
 
♦ To the Sr. High (R.O.C.K.) Youth Group for leading the 

“Souper Bowl of Caring”, and to the Congregation for their con-
tributions on Sunday, Feb. 1st. Final collection totals of 163 
food items and $13 will be donated directly to Abiding Love's 
Food Pantry ministry! 

 

♦ To the 18 contestants who entered the Chili Cook-Off on Satur-
day, January 31st!  While there could only be one champion, 
we were all winners, from those brave enough to taste test all 
entries, to the R.O.C.K. who sponsored the contest. Thanks 
also to everyone who gave donations totaling $398.00 in sup-
port of the Sr. High’s trip to the National Youth Gathering this 
summer in New Orleans. 

 

♦ To Nader Ayoub and Lisa Beach for sponsoring the Sr. High 
Youth Group meeting on Jan. 25th. 

 

♦ To Jeri Lyn Sump, and Murray and Elizabeth Collins for spon-
soring the Middle School Youth Group meeting on Jan. 25th, 
and to Anna & Jon Jones for providing the delicious spaghetti 
supper. 

 

♦ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Jan. 25th. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Feb. 18th. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Feb. 16th.  
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to 
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in 
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

                 ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love with 
our community. 
Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love Je-
sus Christ has for all people.   
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 
• Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 

joyfully and freely to the Lord; 
 

• Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 
showing respect and love for all; 

 

• Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  
        relationships; 
 

• Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 
strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

 

• Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 
membership; 

 

• Demonstrating love through actions; 
 

• Being excited for Jesus; and 
 

• Praying frequently. 

 
 
 
 

Women of Abiding Love 
 

The WELCA board members will meet on Sunday, February 8, 
at 6:00 pm at church with the Abiding Love youth and their par-
ents to plan for the garage sale.  
 

WELCA Austin Conference 
 

A message from conference planners including our own Marge 
Robison: 
You are invited to participate in the March 14, 2009, WELCA 
Austin Conference at Faith Lutheran Church, Austin.  A variety 
of events will be offered to respond to your specific needs with an 
emphasis on the theme of forgiveness. Come, network and enjoy 
the day with other Lutheran women.  This conference is for you.   
 

Please see Diane McGowan 892-4416, or your circle chair for a 
registration form. 

 
 Annual Church-wide Garage Sale 

April 4, 2008 
 

Mark your calendars April 4th! The Annual Church-wide Garage 
Sale will be coordinated by the youth and WELCA.  Start collecting 
donations and store them in your garage until April 2nd.  If you have 
questions, contact Annette Smith, 280-4533 

 
Lutheran World Relief Projects 

 

Join the women of the church to create quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief on Tuesday, Feb. 10,  12:30 – 3:30 pm.  We have 
had two sewing machines donated for the work.  Now all we need is 
some helpers—to sew, cut, iron, or just give opinions on colors!  
Your help is needed!!   

 
Annual Women’s Retreat 

 

Mark your calendars for April 24-26th! More info to follow. 
 

♥    ♥    ♥ 
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2009 Tri-Synod Lutheran Men in Mission Assembly 
“Log On! Connect and Serve. God’s Work… Our Hands” 

February 20-21 
Triumphant Love Lutheran Church 
9508 Great Hills Trail, Austin, TX 

 

Registration fee:  $40.00 per person; make checks payable to 
TLLC, and write in the memo line: Tri-Synod LMM Assembly. 
Registration forms are available in the Church Office, 892-4040.  
For more info go to www.swtlmm.com , or call Dennis Hickey, 210-
347-6338. 

Children’s Center Corner 
 

A grandparent recently approached me to tell me how blessed she 
feels that their family found Abiding Love Children’s Center. She 
said, “I love to hear my grandson talk about his day at school. If I 
get to take him to school, he jumps out of the car and sings all the 
way to his room. He can’t wait to see his friends and his teachers.” 
 

Hearing her tell about his positive feelings reminded 
me that we are told to build one another up through 
love. We are to be ambassadors for Christ who im-
pact others in a way that lifts them up, not in a way 
that tears them down. It is such a thrill to minister to 
our community through the love that we promote and 
share with their children. Jesus said, “In as much as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye 
have done it unto me.” 
 

—Donna Eastty, Director 



 
 

♥   SERVING IN FEBRUARY  ♥ 
 
 

                                   8:30 a.m.                               11:00 a.m. 
 

 
ACOLYTES:                 1—Kyle Huddleston                  Kara Titus 
                                      8—Deanna Vowell                    Kyle Ayoub 
                                    15—Bethany Sump                     Ben Collins 
                                    22—Alex Santos                         Katherine Albin 
 
 
TRAY HOLDERS:        1—Jonathan Mettke                  Sarah Tate 
                                     15—Emily Tharp                        Sam Collins 
 
 
GREETERS:                 1—Ron & Janice Duncan           
                                      8—Jesse & Marilyn Essinger       Steve Essinger 
                                    15—Beth Freeborn                     Kenneth & Linda Fuch 
                                    22—Larry & Kathy Grimm           George Glaser & Pat Shields       
 
 
FLOWERS:                   1—Rymal, Huddleston 
                                      8—Matthys, C. Hohertz 
                                    15—Shane 
                                    22—OPEN 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD:                         8:30 a.m.—Zolene Curlee & Joyce Kuntschik 
                                    11:00 a.m.—Lenore Moltz & Billye Trostel 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:         8:30 a.m.—Greta Rymal (1st); Rosa Hatfield (8th); Diane McGowan (15th); 
                                                                      Kim Thonhoff (22nd) 
                                                 11:00 a.m.—Joan Hokanson (1st); Reggie Kikta (8th); Nan Hatcher (15th); 
                                                                      Dale Sump (22nd) 
 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:    8:30 a.m.—Janice Duncan (1st); Verla Cook (15th) 
                                                  11:00 a.m.—Helen Page (1st); Charlie & Ann Lunday, Ruth Shane (8th); 
                                                                       Kari Titus (15th); Paul & Dolly Atkinson, Karen Huddleston (22nd) 
 
 
USHERS:         8:30 a.m.—Paul Mettke & Kurt Rech 
                       11:00 a.m.—Nader Ayoub (1st); J.D. Bostick (8th) 
 
 
COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:        Tom Hokanson (1st); Marian Hollien (8th); Steve Kikta (15th);  
                                                 Bill Nicholson (22nd) 
 
 
COFFEE SERVERS:    Sarah Circle 
 
 
CHOIR:                       8:30 a.m.—8th                11:00 a.m.—1st & 15th 

6 



 
 
 
 

 
Messages and Statements 

 
Messages from Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson 
 
Report and Reflections from the Bishops' Academy Visit to the Holy Land [1]  
January 2009 
 

After two years of planning, bishops, their spouses, and staff members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) traveled to the Holy Land for the Bishops’ Academy, an annual gathering for study and 
worship. The trip was planned as a witness to God’s will for a just peace for all people and as an expression of accompaniment with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) and ministries of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF).  

The violence that broke out in Gaza shortly before the trip raised concerns about safety, but after prayerful consideration and communi-
cation with people who live and work in Jerusalem and Bethlehem, the trip continued as planned. Throughout our time in the Holy Land, 
the situation in Gaza was a dramatic backdrop to our travels and for our conversations with people from different faiths and viewpoints 
who endure fear and bear oppression in ways that we have never known. Traveling in the season of Epiphany, we looked for the light, 
the manifestations of Jesus Christ in the land of his birth, ministry, death, and resurrection and we listened to stories sanctified by suffer-
ing. We visited holy places that are steeped in faith history and poignantly bear witness to God’s will for an end to the waves of violence 
that batter this land and people. 

Daily Scripture reading and worship framed our journey. Bibles and Evangelical Lutheran Worship were in use in hotels, buses, hillsides, 
and sanctuaries; we were a worshipping congregation on the move. God’s Word comes alive in a startling and powerful way in the Holy 
Land and it spoke to us and shaped our days and our learning. We worshipped with brothers and sisters in congregations of the ELCJHL: 
at Jesus’ baptismal site in Jordan; in a huge, historic sanctuary on the Mount of Olives; at the Separation Wall in a service of lament and 
longing for all barriers to fall; in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, where Lutherans were invited to celebrate the Eucharist 
for the first time ever in a small stone chapel marked with the stations of the cross. Our presence as we traveled throughout the week 
was heard as well as seen; “Dona Nobis Pacem” in Lutheran four-part harmony was often raised, sometimes spontaneously, binding our 
journey and our spirits to a prayer for peace. 

The goals of this pilgrimage were: accompaniment, awareness, and advocacy. The trip was planned as a way to embody accompani-
ment of our Lutheran brothers and sisters in the ELCJHL, whose leader, Bishop Munib Younan, has been a tireless worker for peace in 
the Middle East. The awareness we sought was a fuller knowledge of the “facts on the ground”—the cruel details of the burden of occu-
pation for the Palestinian people that go unreported in our countries and a deeper understanding of Israeli reactions to hateful rhetoric 
and killing rockets. Advocacy arises from awareness. We see the calling to advocate for justice and peace as being central in our Chris-
tian discipleship, so we sought to gain knowledge and strength for that ministry in relation to this particular setting.  

There was darkness: the strangulation of occupation, the diminishing Christian population, the remembrance of the Holocaust, the fear of 
war. But we saw light: the contagious joy of Palestinian children at the School of Hope, the shared witness of an Israeli and a Palestinian 
who both lost loved ones and now work together to end the killing cycle of revenge, sharing Shabbat worship in synagogues where con-
gregations prayed for peace in both Hebrew and Arabic, the powerful healing ministry of Augusta Victoria Hospital, the determined pres-
ence in Bethlehem and Jerusalem of Lutheran ministries that transform lives and keep hope alive. We tried to plant hope—with our pres-
ence, with new olive trees, with words of encouragement. As we traveled, we were greeted with hospitality beyond imagining from our 
brothers and sisters in faith. 

Reflecting on what we saw and what we heard in the context of God’s longing for justice and peace as recorded in sacred texts, we could 
begin to catch a glimpse of a shared land where all those who seek righteousness can work together for reconciliation. We hear God’s 
words from Isaiah: 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
You that seek the Lord. 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
And the quarry from which you were dug. (Isaiah 51:1) 

The Holy Land is a land of rocks—they were hewn for ancient structures and still today are used for most buildings. They fill the fields, 
competing with crops for limited space, and they declare strength and permanence. As Christians, we find in them a reminder of the rock 
that is our salvation, Jesus, the cornerstone. We look to that rock as the foundation of our faith and the guide to lead us to deeper under-
standing of the situation we are discovering in this land.  

But silent stones cannot tell the whole story. We listened to the “living stones”—the people of faith, who are embedded in this land and 
who are weary of murderous extremism and the costs of war. They are the holy rocks, hewn from different religious traditions, bearing 
witness to the possibility of a new way of life based on a shared commitment to peace. 
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The most precious living stones for us were the people of the congregations and ministries of the ELCJHL and LWF. We saw their faithful 
and remarkable witness in worship and in their commitment to be the body of Christ now in the places where he once taught and healed. 
Without discrimination, the ELCJHL welcomes all children into schools, providing excellent education and the spirit of dignity and bridge-
building that respects all traditions. The International Center in Bethlehem has risen as a unique witness for support of the Palestinian 
people by programs that encourage peace and transform lives through art, cultural exchange, and all levels of education. The Abraham 
House in Beit Jala is a significant site for local and global interfaith dialogue. The living stones at Augusta Victoria Hospital, whose minis-
try of healing fills a crucial gap in medical services, as well as other projects of LWF, which maintain a strong Lutheran presence on the 
Mount of Olives and in the West Bank. The pastors, leaders, and members of these ministries are powerful “living stones” that speak 
loudly of God’s will for the love of neighbor and the realization of justice and peace. 

During our travels, we heard many variations of the words: "You came at just the right time to uphold our spirits," and we were glad we 
came. In this kairos time together, God opened our hearts to one another. We began to understand more fully the details of the relentless 
persecution and cruel effect of the Israeli occupation of Palestine on the lives and spirits of the Palestinian people—the daily humiliations, 
separation from family, work, and medical care, and the endless frustration in seeking justice. It is impossible to comprehend the daily 
and increasing limitation of human rights without traveling here and talking with people about their experiences and hopes and fears. 

But we also saw partnerships among Christians, Jews, and Muslims that offered hope that our shared Abrahamic tradition can lead to a 
shared land and a shared Jerusalem. As leaders of the journey, through our visits and conversations with national religious leaders and 
governmental leaders, we witnessed to the growing commitment of both church bodies to the resolution of tensions in the Middle East. It 
became increasingly obvious during this journey that a commitment to the growth of ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue is an impor-
tant basis for building trust and ending mutual recriminations that fracture fragile efforts in peace-making. The deepening of relationships 
among Christians, Jews, and Muslims, beginning at local levels and continuing into a global context is crucially important to build a coali-
tion that develops the strength to stand against the violence of extremists who regularly destroy hopes for peace. 

The awareness of the attacks on Gaza and the unimaginable suffering that they have caused was just beneath the surface of every en-
counter and every conversation. The strife continued throughout our journey and we heard new reports each day of death and destruc-
tion. We experienced a shift away from initial concern for our own safety toward a sharing of the despairing pain, hopelessness, and an-
ger that Palestinians were feeling as they learned the details of the invasion, powerless to save or even comfort those hundreds of peo-
ple who were killed and injured. We heard the anguish of the Chief Rabbis of Jerusalem who mourned the loss of life. We prayed for an 
end to the attacks from both sides. As we finished our journey, prayers for a cease-fire were answered, and a temporary unilateral truce 
was declared by Israel, and then joined by Hamas. We pray that negotiation can continue so that the attacks can be halted from both 
sides and humanitarian aid can be provided for those who are need food, medical attention, and housing. 

If you remove the yoke from among you 
The pointing of the finger 
The speaking of evil 
If you offer your food to the hungry 
And satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
Then your light shall rise in the darkness 
And your gloom be like the noonday. (Isaiah 58: 9a.-10) 

The joint yokes of fear and occupation still are firmly in place in the Holy Land. God calls us, as people of faith, to remove them, to tend to 
the needs of those who are suffering, and in that way to be a light in the darkness. We pray for the strength to continue our accompani-
ment, to grow in awareness of the situation and the ways we can help to change it, and to advocate in every possible way for the justice 
that will lead to the security and shared homeland that is the only foundation for lasting peace. We will be faithful in ongoing visitation to 
our Palestinian brothers and sisters, determined in our call to be a public church, and communicate with our governments for their inter-
vention in the Middle East, persistent in our efforts to build bridges with inter-religious partners, and courageous in telling the truth of the 
“facts on the ground” in the Holy Land. 

Our brothers and sisters in the ELCJHL pleaded, "Please do not get tired of us." We are committed to hold fast to all that we have seen 
and heard and not to grow weary of telling their story in our church bodies and country and to the world. As we continue to live in this 
season of Epiphany, celebrating the manifestation of God in the world in Jesus Christ and welcoming the Light that overcomes every 
darkness, we invite many more people to "come and see.”  

Gracious God, grant peace among nations. Cleanse from our own hearts the seeds of strife: greed and envy, harsh misunder-
standings and ill will, fear and desire for revenge. Make us quick to welcome ventures in cooperation among the peoples of the 
world, so that there may be woven the fabric of a common good too strong to be torn by the evil hands of war. In the time of op-
portunity, make us diligent; and in the time of peril, let not our courage fail; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, p. 76) 

          The Rev. Mark S. Hanson                                                        The Rev. Susan C. Johnson 
                  Presiding Bishop                                                                         National Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America                                   Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

[1] Thank you to The Rev. Margaret Payne, bishop of the New England Synod of the ELCA, for preparing the initial draft of this report.  
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