The Tie That Binds

Abiding Love Lutheran C

7210 Brush Country Road
Austin, Texas 78749
512-892-4040
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Epiphany Worship Series
“The Book of Faith”
January 10—February 7
Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Bring your Bibles!

"1‘ Holy Communion served
every Sunday at both
worship services unless
noted otherwise.
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God has poured out his
love into our hearts....
Homers 55

Love Letter No. 1243

Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org

February 3, 2010

q% Abiding Love Lutheran Church

Sr. Pastor: M. David Fetter, Jr.
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 892-3925)
(Office hours: T, W, TH, F—10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
E-mail: dfetter@austin.rr.com
Associate Pastor: Lynnae Sorensen
(Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)
E-mail: Isorensen@austin.rr.com
President: Bob Thonhoff
(Home: 282-4480)
E-mail: rht-tce@swbell.net

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary)

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — NURSERY (3 years & under)

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.—Coffee/Fellowship (Reception Area)

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL
2 & 3 Year Olds — 2nd Story, 1st room on left
Pre-K & Kindergarten — 2nd Story, 1st room on right
1st & 2nd Grades — 2nd Story, 2nd room on left
3rd, 4th & 5th Grades — 2nd Story, 3rd room on left
Middle School — 2nd Story, M.S. Youth Room, last on left
Sr. High — 2nd Story, Sr. High Youth Room, last on right
Adult “Bible Boosters” — Classroom 1& 2, Worship Ctr.
Adult CD Study of Music — Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.—WORSHIP (Sanctuary)
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STAFF:

Office Administrator: Cindy Kunz
(Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)
Phone: 892-4040
E-mail: abidinglove@austin.rr.com
Fax: 892-4456

Business Assistant: Joan Hokanson
E-mail: jhokanson@austin.rr.com

Music Director: Karron Lewis
Pianist: Dona Brooks

Assistant Pianist: Laurie Donovan

Nursery Supervisor: Sherry Petriella

Webmaster: Tom Hokanson
E-mail: thokanson@sbcglobal.net

www.abidinglove.org

Children’s Center Director: Donna Eastty
(Full-time program: M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
(Part-time program: T-F, 9:00 a.m. - [:00 p.m.)
Phone: 892-2777

Our Children’s Center web site address:
www.main.org/allcdc
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The Tie That Binds
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The 6 Weeks of LENT
Ash Wednesday, February 17th—Good Friday, April 2nd

Dear Friends in Christ:

As we move through our church year calendar, we are nearing a
season that is like no other. The 40 days of LENT are an invitation
for us to once again embark on a spirtual journey with Jesus, and
those who were with him during that first Holy Week before he died.

Here at Abiding Love we will again provide additional worship
experiences on 6 Wednesdays, at 6:45 p.m. These services will
be preceded by a meal in our Activity Center at 5:45 p.m.

The theme for these Wednesday evenings will be “Jerusalem
Speaks: Voices in The Shadow of the Cross”. Each week you
will hear from two biblical characters who played significant roles in
the final days of Jesus Christ’s earthly life. We will be using
members of our congregation to present these dramatic messages:

Week #1 — “A servant girl’s narration of Peter’s denial will intro-
duce Peter’'s own confession of turning his back on Jesus the night
before his crucifixion.”

Week #2 — “Caiaphas the High Priest confesses his intentions to
eliminate Jesus while Judas’ narration gives details of his betrayal
orchestrated through the religious leaders.”

Week #3 — “Herod Antipas’ narration details the five individual
Herods who are spoken of in Scripture and how each affected
Jesus Christ. Mary Magdalene shares her account of walking
beside Jesus Christ during his earthly life as well as being present
to witness his death and resurrection.”

Week #4 — “Pontius Pilate shares the anguish of his political
manipulation in sentencing Jesus Christ to death. Barabbas’
narration includes details of his release and his confusion over
watching Jesus die in his stead.”

Week #5 — “A Roman soldier, present at the Crucifixion, shares his
acknowledgment of Jesus as the Son of God following the events of
Good Friday. Malchus, the high priest’s servant, who had his ear
cut off by Peter the night of Jesus’ arrest in the Garden, ponders
the happenings in Gethsemane.”

Week #6 — “John recalls the prophecies of the Old Testament
Scriptures, as well as the words of Jesus preparing his disciples

for the coming crucifixion and resurrection, and pieces together the
meaning of it all. Mary’s heartache and hope are intertwined in the
story she shares of her Son — from his birth to his death to his
eternal life.”

| hope that you will make this time a priority for you, your family,
and friends as we take a deeper, inner look into our relationship
with the One who alone has touched our lives forever with
God’s grace, mercy, peace, hope, and love— Jesus the Christ,
our Lord and Savior!

— Pastor David Fetter
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Lent is about to be upon us. The time of Lent in our church
calendar is a time to focus on the teachings of the church
and on the life and death of Jesus. It is a time to stand at
the cross and remember. It is not about ‘giving things up’
or ‘making resolutions’. It is about deepening your relation-
ship with your Lord. It is not about sentimentalizing or ro-
manticizing. It is about getting to know the one who gave
up everything for you and for the whole world. Let this
Lent be a time where you connect with those who tell the
story of Jesus and with those who knew him. It is all

about - relationship. Get to know the Lord.

From Pastor Lynnae

See you in church,
Pastor Lynnae

BIBLE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 7TH:
“Fifth Sunday of Epiphany”

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

BIBLE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 14TH:
“Transfiguration of Our Lord”

Exodus 34:29-35

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Luke 9:28-36 [37-43]

“Jerusalem Speaks: Voices in the Shadow of the Cross”
by Rochelle Pennington

This Lent we will focus on the characters of the
cross, with weekly dramas. Come, hear the stories
of those who knew Jesus and witnessed his life and
death.

Wednesdays in Lent, Feb. 17th — Mar. 21st:
5:45 p.m. Supper
6:45 p.m. Worship

“First Friday Free Movie Night”
Friday, February 5, 6:30 p.m.

Come watch a “G” movie, eat popcorn and hotdogs,
and drink lemonade! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
movie starts at 7:00 p.m.

Call the Church Office, 892-4040 to find out the name
of the movie! Licensing laws do not permit written publication of the

title. It will be appropriate for young children.




*1% STATISTICS *t*

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH:

Worship - 93 (8:30) + 113 (11:00) = 206 (Total)

Sunday School - 84

*Offerings - $8,042.60 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $11,293.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$415.00 (ELCA Disaster Response-Haiti Relief)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3IST:

Worship - 62 (8:30) + 131 (11:00) = 193 (Total)

Sunday School - 80

*Offerings - $7,623.84 (Mission & Ministry Fund) +

*QOther Offerings - $1,741.50 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund) +
$30.00 (Food Pantry) +
$5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry) +
$1.00 (ELCA Disaster Response-Haiti Relief)

NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

2009 Contribution Statements are ready to be picked up from a
table in the Narthex near the Reception Area doorway. Please pick

up to save mailing costs.

32nd Annual CROP Hunger Walk

Date: Sat., Mar. 6, 10:00 a.m.
or
Sun., Mar. 7, 2:30 p.m.

Location: Walter E. Long Park (by Expo Center)
6614 Blue Bluff Road

Contact: Jan Haas, 892-6154 or janhaas@austin.rr.com

v MEMORIALS:
Gift & Memorials:
For Rex Medcalf by Marian Utpadel, Mike & Barbara Brown,
Paul & Shirley Toft
Mission & Ministry:
For Fletcher (Freddy) Smith by Annette Smith: “In loving
memory of my husband on the 50th Anniversary of our
wedding on Jan 23, 1960.”

TLUS
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“TLU Film Night”

The Texas Lutheran Alumni Association would like to invite all TLU
Alums, their families, and friends to a very exciting Austin event. On
Thursday, February 25, the TLU Alumni Association is hosting a
“TLU Film Night” at Scholtz Beer Garten beginning at 6:00 pm.
Chris Elley, an alum of TLU, has produced two award winning docu-
mentary type films — “Ghost Town” and “Barbecue: A Texas Love
Story.” Chris will be present at this special screening of both films
and will be available to answer questions about the filming process,
his TLU experiences, and his upcoming adventures. It is a great op-
portunity to meet an actual producer! All are welcome to participate
in the event-even if you are not a TLU Alum! Those who may be
interested in attending TLU may enjoy visiting with TLU Alumni and
other staff from the TLU Alumni Association, Development Board,
and Admissions Department.

Join the TLU Alumni Association for “TLU Film Night” at Scholtz
Beer Garten, located at 1607 San Jacinto, Austin, Texas. Here’s
what you need to know:

TLU Film Night
Scholtz Beer Garten
Thursday, February 25, 2010
6:00 p.m.
Cost: $7.00
Includes Entry, Heavy Appetizers, & Non-Alcoholic Drinks

Please RSVP to Taylor Carleton
H or 830-371-8026

If you have any questions, please feel free to call Bob or Kim Thon-
hoff. Both are currently serving on the TLU Alumni Board and have
been part of the planning process. Come and enjoy a hands-on ex-
perience with Chris Elley, a producer who is a well-loved alum from
Texas Lutheran University!

Please RECYCLE!

Continue to recycle your old eye glasses, printer cartridges and cell
phones to help save our environment and help the needy and bene-
fit the Capital Area Food Bank and our ALLC Food Pantry.

“Recycle” containers are available in the Narthex near the Recep-
tion Area doorway.

Free Mammograms

Sponsored by Seton Family of Hospitals
and
Susan G. Komen for the Cure of Austin

N N

WHEN: February 15 & 16, 2010
TIME: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day
WHERE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church

First Floor Classroom & Library

Must be at least 40 years old

No breast implants, not pregnant, not breast feeding
and no current breast problems

No insurance, Medicaid, or Medicare (exceptions will
be made for women who are low income and insured
with a very high deductible)

Must be low income

No previous mammograms within the past year

No history of breast cancer

To participate, you must make an appointment for 1 of these 2 days.

Call 512-505-5528 to make the appointment!
And tell your friends!

This opportunity provides basic screening by a mammography
machine, conducted by trained technicians.

Submitted by Patricia M. Hohertz, WELCA Secretary of Education
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..PEOPLE....PEOPLE.... PEOPLE.. =8 & - P L opy
7—Michael Grimm
Ou;&.\j 9—Kendra Dalley ngrL "Id-I}J

11—Margaret Dove, Don Morris

I_OVG 12—Janice Ashton, Rosa Hatfield, Kim Shelly, Dale Sump
13—George Glaser, Lacey Gonzalez, Mark Strickland

Pra (o ) 16—Noah Hebert, Audrey Lehman

Go Out 17—Taylor Ferguson

To.. 18—Ruth Shane

19—Logan Edmundson, John Oertel, Neven Sviglin-Mulhall
20—Judy Haverlah, Georgia Mueller

% & " (5& 1 B.L. Parker, South Austin, #340

Marcy Cornell, South Austin, #330

Grief Support Group
% " ) * %& Johnnie Strickland, Summit of Sunday, February 21st
Westlake Hills, #2231 3:00 p.m.
Clif James, Monte Siesta, #228 Church Library
>t +1 + . - Donald Vowell (Feb. 9) o 3 ”-"F'r.ﬁ Anyone is invited for any kind of grief. At the first
[ L5 1 meeting we will figure out the best date and time to

) - % %.I HeatherLeonard w = meet regularly. This group is sponsored by Pat Koch,
( - /| O+ & r-‘j"_'_l ; ,-._'“w Laurie Donovan, and George Glaser.

** Carolyn Johnson

** Blake Johnson
** Helen Page

** Tricia Slovacek Anyone interested in the Lenten Worship Task Force, please
** Edna Graeber contact Jill Feary, 916-9756 or fearyj@dnb.com

Lenten Worship Task Force

** Christian-Charles dePlicque

** Jan Guenther (Pastor Lynnae’s aunt)

** Susie Glassco (Darla Vowell’'s aunt) NEW DATES for the Men's Work Retreat!

: Audrey Atkinson (Paul’s mother) The 12th Annual Abiding Love Lutheran Men's Work Retreat has
Pat Griffin (friend of the Suttons) been rescheduled and will now be held on Friday, May 14, through
** Alex Anderson (Beth Rivera’s son & Del .P,rescott‘s grandson) Sunday, May 16, at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville, TX. We
: Bobby Buretti in Brackenridge (Kay Martin’s grandson) had to reschedule the event from the original April dates due to a
Cheryl Allen (friend of Marcy Cornell) Very Special Event Celebration now being planned for Abiding Love
** Susie Brown at The Summit in Westlake, Rm. 3307A on April 18.
** Kayman Samuelson (Verla Cook’s granddaughter) o . ) .
** Estella Sanchez (Nina Guerrero’s grandmother) This is a retr'e.a.t where we will Yvork together to repair and improve
** Deloris Wilson (Rose Leoni’s sister) camping facilities for our camping youth. There will also be time for
** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley) fun, fellowship and worship.
** Phyliss Brooks (Dona Brooks’ aunt) Cost is $20 per person. In addition, monetary donations are
** Deb Robison (Marge’s daughter) needed for purchasing the supplies and materials used to repair
** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew) and improve the camp.
** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families) Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday morning.
** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz's daughter) All meals (except Friday night) are provided. You may bring
Prayers of safety for the following: snacks, too.
** SSG Christy Kikta with U.S. Army in Iraq (Left U.S. on Jan. 26) Carpooling available from the church Friday evening.
** Zoe Williams (Christy Kikta’'s daughter) Please register by Sunday, May 9"
** 1st Lt. Melanie Meier with the US Air Force “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master
** Sgt Jesse Andrews with the US Marines (now back in U.S.!) builder 1 laid a foundation...” 1 Cor 3:10

** For all those in the military services overseas ) . ) o ) )
Registration forms will be distributed in April!

vy For more information please contact Dale Sump at 512-288-1495 or

Laurie Donovan and Philip Drake served at the Tri-Synodical dsump@sbcglobal.net

Theological Conference for rostered leaders in San Antonio, Jan.
25-27. Laurie sang with the worship music team, and was available

for bi-lingual counseling, and conversation. Philip did the sound and ﬂ"{‘ ‘?}j’%ij Wﬁ ﬁ?’
3 r:?

video projection/recoriding. Pastor Lynnae served on the planning
committee. Pastor Fetter also attended.

v e o :
)4 Happy 33_-

Laura Bost has transferred her membership to Shepherd of the 4

Hills Presbyterian Church. “May God bless you and your new Fl’}/! Valentl ne S Day

church family, Laura. :
5
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BULLETIN BOARD

Thark C Vol

To the Sr. High youth for cleaning up after the 5th Sunday
Luncheon and setting up for the Food Pantry.

From Diane McGowan, Food Pantry Coordinator: “A special
thank you to all of the volunteers who have worked to make our
Food Pantry a successful community service over the past 5
years.”

To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership at the 11:00
a.m. Worship Service on Jan. 24th, and at the 8:30 a.m. Wor-
ship Service on Jan. 31st.

From Annette Smith & Family for your prayers and expressions
of sympathy upon the death of our dear Aunt Ruby Schroeder.

From Edna Graeber: “Thank you to the Carolers for sharing the
Christmas music with me and to the Membership Care Board
for the fruit and cookies.”

To our Sunday School children from ELCA Good Gifts for sup-
porting the church’s mission work to equip those who share the
Gospel and to nourish neighbors near and far who are hungry
by purchasing farm animals from “God’s Global Barnyard”.

From Water to Thrive for our gift in 2009 of $3,500. “Your
contribution along with thousands of others will make it
possible for Water to Thrive to provide the blessing of
fresh, clean water for over 50,000 beneficiaries in rural
Ethiopia!”

From Kurt, Gisela & Audrey Armstrong: “Dear Friends at Abid-
ing Love - We want to thank you for thinking of us during these
difficult times. We appreciate the help. Please keep us in your
prayers.”

To everyone who shared food at the 5th Sunday Fellowship
Potluck Lunch on January 31st,; to the Parish Fellowship Board
(Shirley Lifsey, Director) for coordinating this event; and to the
Food Pantry volunteers for bringing the delicious protein dishes.

vy v v

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Feb. 17th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon. Feb. 15th.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jhokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.

The new LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE is available from the Church
Office for $28.50. Make checks payable to Abiding Love.

Women e
ELCA =2

Thankoffering Service

Women of the Lutheran church have been gathering in the setting of
a Thankoffering service since the early 1900s. It is a tradition
grounded in our celebration of community. On February 14, 8:30 &
11:00 a.m., we will have our Thankoffering service. As we come
together as faithful women joyfully giving thanks and praise for what
God has given us, our focus will be 2 3 $4 11

1 ! 5 The speaker will be Claire Streng Broste while other
women of the congregation will also be serving. Please contact
Barbara Tiedt, 892-2264, if you would like to help with the either the
8:30 or 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.

Abiding Love Annual 2010 Women’s Spring Retreat
Mark your Calendars
April 23 — 25, 2010
Camp Lone Star (La Grange)

The Theme of our retreat is . Information on
registration will be available in March. The costs are:

Friday - Sunday $110

Friday- Saturday (3 meals $85)
Sat- Sunday (3 meals $85)
Saturday only (2 meals $45)

Some scholarships are available. Contact Pastor Lynnae if you are
interested in a scholarship. For further information on the retreat
you may contact Cindy Atwell, 282-1621, or Diane McGowan, 892-
4416.

THE GIFT OF LOVE — GOD’S GREATEST GIFT FOR YOU

With Valentine’s Day near in this month of February, our
I:I-"+ thoughts turn to those we love and who are special in

our lives. Just as Jesus is the reason for the Christmas
Ho I] e season, it is our prayer that you will always remember
that this special gift of love from God is also the reason
&I_[]v God should always be # 1 on your Valentine list and
every day throughout the year.

God’s greatest gift of love was so generously given that we cannot
help but share God’s love and our love with everyone we meet; and
to walk and talk in this manner of love - for God is Love! God'’s love
is patient, enduring, kind and eternal love. Love! Love! Love! That's
what it is all about as we share God’s love and our blessings with
others through our lives, our church and community and around the
world. Serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13

Dear God and Author of Love, teach us how to love more
deeply, more truly and more completely; that we might reflect
your love for all in all that we do. Amen.

By Annette Smith — ALLC Spiritual Life Team

2 6= 6 1 1 6 71
1 2 — 1 Corinthians 13:13

ABIDING LOVE

Vision Statement

Growing together in God'’s love and sharing that love with our
community.

Mission Statement

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love
Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and others by:

Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving joyfully
and freely to the Lord;

Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by showing
respect and love for all;

Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

Demonstrating love through actions;
Being excited for Jesus; and
Praying frequently.




Senior High Youth Group
“The R.O.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

R.O.C.K. sponsors:
Jared & Callie Clarkson
Angela Renfro
Jeff Roberts

Sun., Feb. 7, 2:00 p.m.— Meet to make truffles at Clyde & Vicki
Sutton’s home after eating lunch together

See article in next column: A Sweet for your Sweetie!

youTs
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Middle School Youth Group

We started the New Year off exploring the possibility of a Make-A-
Wish service project with direction from our very own Harley Fetter-
man. And we wrote down our own wishes for this year that we can
achieve with God's help and grace. Those who chose to share their
wishes have displayed them on the Middle School classroom wall.
You're welcome to take a peek!

February 14, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.— Family dinner in the activity cen-
ter followed by the Middle School Olympics (rescheduled from
January). Participate in the slimier, goofier side of Olympic events.
Parents and families are encouraged to participate, too! We'll also
discuss our participation in the Garage Sale.

February 26-28 — 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Class Retreat
will be just outside Giddings at Mary Ann & Kenneth Eichler’s ranch

March 6 -- Church-wide Garage Sale -- We need all hands on
deck to help before, during and after this important event.

Due to scheduling difficulties, our Make-A-Wish Talent Fundraiser
planned for Valentine's Day will be moved to the spring. Start think-
ing about the time and talent that you'll be sharing!

For information, contact sponsors LuAnn Glowacz (394-0355 or
luann@glowacz.com) or Jill Hokanson (484-1313 or jillhokan-
son@gmail.com) to volunteer.

j_:m LT

First Communion Classes 2010

First Communion Preparation Classes for children and youth
will be held on 4 Sunday afternoons in February and March:

#1 February 21, 4:30—5:30 p.m.

#2 February 28, 4:30—5:30 p.m.

#3 March 7, 4:30—5:30 p.m.

(Note: No class on March 14 due to Spring Break)
#4 March 21, 4:30—5:30 p.m.

First Communions will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, March
28th, at the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services.

Note: The readiness for attendance in these classes is based pri-
marily on your child’s desire, and an awareness of God’s love for
them through Jesus Christ, and not just age. One or both parents,
or another adult mentor, are asked to attend each class with their
child. Older children or youth who have not received instruction are,
also, encouraged to attend with parents. Please contact Pastor Fet-
ter or Pastor Lynnae for more information.

Pre-registration is not required, but would help if you would call the
Church Office to let us know who will attend.

“Boy Scout Sunday”
11:00 a.m., February 7th

All Cub and Boy Scouts and adult leaders are in-
vited to wear uniforms this Sunday.

Our Boy Scout Troop 555 will lead us in a Flag
Ceremony.

i f..r #ei ¢ Abiding Love has been the organization sponsor of
this troop for many years.

BOY SCOUT

CONFIRMATION RETREAT: Feb. 26-28
at the Eichler Ranch

This February we will not be meeting on Sunday evenings for Con-
firmation. Please attend the Lenten dramas on Wednesday eve-
nlngs and get ready for the CONFIRMATION RETREAT - 2&

8 5 The cost is : $15. We will be going to a ranch just
outS|de of Giddings, sleeping in tents and getting to know the Bible
stories of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection.

Parents are asked to help with food preparation and we need a few
sponsors to attend with us! Call the church if you want to help!

A Sweet for your Sweetie!
Sr. High Fundraiser
Cake Truffles

4 flavors:
Chocolate Mint
Triple Chocolate Fudge
Butter Cream
Strawberry

Box of 6 truffles costs $6.00

Pre-order Jan 17—Feb 7

Pick up your order at church on
Valentine's Day!

We will have samples available again on Sunday, Feb. 7th. We
are making the truffles ourselves and have found truffles pur-
chased in Austin bakeries cost up to $2.50 each. We hope you
like our confections!

Our proceeds will help us pay for our frip and fees for Summer
Camp in Colorado this summer.
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W% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

od's wok, Our honds
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

"If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it."
—1 Corinthians 12:26

More than two weeks have passed since the devastating earthquake in Haiti. The outpouring of gifts from members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to ELCA Disaster Response has enabled a swift response on behalf of
this church.

Thank you for your generous financial support which now totals more than $2.5 million. Many gifts are still being
counted. Our community-based partners are already providing:

Two water purification systems to bring clean water to 25,000 people.
Emergency food and medical supplies to thousands.

Blankets and tents to shelter 10,000 people who are homeless.

Funding, distributed through three partners, will increase as giving continues.

$300,000 has been sent to The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), a key responder and member of Action by
Churches Together (ACT). The funds support LWF efforts to provide shelter to people left homeless by the
quake.

$150,000 has been sent to Lutheran World Relief (LWR), Baltimore, for material aid.

$150,000 has been sent to Church World Service (CWS) for construction of temporary water systems and distri-
bution of water purification materials.

In addition, $25,000 has been sent to Lutheran Services of Florida for initial support to refugees and Haitian Americans
entering or returning to the United States.

We are pleased that Louis Dorvillier, director for International Development and Disaster Response in the ELCA Global
Mission program unit, is part of a delegation to his country of origin with LWF and ACT.

Your generosity makes this life-saving work possible. As we celebrate this outpouring of gifts and prayers, we also
know that we have a long road to travel together. There is so much more to be done. This church is committed to walking
with our brothers and sisters in Haiti for years to come; your continued support is needed to provide ongoing care.

| encourage you to visit the ELCA Disaster Response (www.elca.org/disaster) Web site for updated information, worship
resources, bulletin inserts and details on how to offer financial support. General mission-support dollars and gifts to ELCA
Vision for Mission make it possible for 100 percent of your gifts designated for Haiti Earthquake Relief to be used entirely
for this response effort.

To give today, go online (www.elca.org/haitiearthquake) or call 800-638-3522.

In God's grace,

c7" Nl

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

P.S. View more photos of your gifts at work (www.elca.org/bishopstatement).
© Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 8765 W Higgins Rd, Chicago, IL 800-638-3522

Note: You may also give through our congregation’s Sunday offering, or mail to us, making checks payable to “Abiding
Love Lutheran Church”, designated for “Haiti Earthquake Relief”.
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* * SERVING IN FEBRUARY * *

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
ACOLYTES: 7 - Kreg Frels-Henry Matthew Oertel

14 - Sara Pavey Alexandria Edmundson

21 - Emma Albin Jared Jones

28 - Kelsey Hollien Ben Collins
TRAY HOLDERS: 7 - Stacy Ballard Austin Rabb
FLOWERS 7 - John & Jean Austin, Craig & Laurie Hohertz

14 - Ruth Shane, Irene Chiang

21 - Jesse & Marilyn Essinger

28 - Craig & Laurie Hohertz
ALTAR GUILD: 8:30 a.m.—Zolene Curlee & Joyce Kuntschik

11:00 a.m.—Pat Andrews & Lenore Moltz

LECTORS: 8:30 a.m. - Kim Thonhoff (7th); Audrey Lehman (14th); Diane McGowan (21st)
11:00 a.m. - Rosa Hatfield (7th); Bethany Sump (14th); Sue Milam (21st); Joan Hokanson (28th)

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 8:30 a.m. - Janice Duncan (7th); Kay Nicholson, Gloria Rech (14th);
Hazeldean Dumler (21st); Gloria Rech (28th)
11:00 a.m. - Helen Page (7th); Charlie & Ann Lunday (14th);
Paul & Dolly Atkinson (28th)
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8:30 a.m. - 14th & 28th 11:00 a.m. - 7th & 21st
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8:30 a.m.— Verla Cook & Karan Heidemann
11:00 a.m.— Herman & Karen Gonzalez

COUNCIL ASSISTANTS:  Cindy Atwell (7th); Tim Sulzbach (14th); Joel Lehman (21st); Barbara Tiedt (28th)

COFFEE SERVERS: Ruth Circle

WELCOME TEAMS: Sr. High Youth (7th); Middle School Youth (14th); Men's Group (21st);
Ruth Circle (28th)
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Church Wide Garage Sale
Saturday, March 6
8:00 am — 2:00 pm

Please Sign Up
To Help!

Sign-up Sheets for food or
working are on the table in the
Church Narthex.

How can you help?

Clean out those closets and garages and
save the items to be delivered to the
church:

Thursday, March 4, after 1:30 p.m., or
Friday, March 5, 8:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.

If you have items that need to be picked up,
call Annette Smith at 280-4533 or 751-6429.

We will need people to help price and set
up the Garage Sale and work at the Sale:
Thursday, March 4, 1:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.
Friday, March 5, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 6, 7:00 a.m. until closing

Donate $$’s and items of food for the
workers, baked goods and concession
stand sales




