The Tie That Binds
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The Tie That Binds

“Miracle on the Hudson!”

Dear Friends in Christ:

Thursday, January 15th found many of us glued to our
televisions as we watched the compelling images of US Airways
Flight 1549 resting in the Hudson River with its passengers
standing on its wings. The flight out of New York’s La Guardia
Airport was heading for Charlotte, North Carolina, when
apparently some birds were sucked into the engines and caused
their failure. The pilot made the incredible decision to land on the
Hudson River. All 155 passengers and flight crew survived, and
the potential for additional loss of life, created by an emergency
in a crowded city, was avoided.

The plane floated; the passengers were able to get out and were
quickly rescued. The good news was and is that lives were
saved. Emergency personnel responded quickly and effectively.
All those passengers made it safely home one way or another.

Some have called this “A MIRACLE!” Was it?

A miracle is defined as “a surprising and welcome event that is
not explicable by natural or scientific laws and is therefore
considered to be the work of a divine agency or a highly
improbable or extraordinary event, development or
accomplishment that brings very welcome consequences.”

Regardless, this is good news. It is something that inspires us to
say, “Thanks be to God!”

| am writing this article on the eve of the Inauguration of
President Barack Obama. He is being sworn into his office at a
time in our history when we are facing a depressive economy,
high jobless index, and unrest in the Middle East. Do we need
more “miracles”? Mr. Obama has said, “I'm asking you to believe.
Not just in my ability... I'm asking you to believe in yours.”

| am praying that we as Americans join hands and hearts to seek
a better way. This is the time for all of us to stand up and be
counted. As we do, | believe good things will happen!

Am | mixing politics and religion? | believe that we are God'’s
stewards in all things. As followers of Jesus Christ who is “the
Way, the Truth, and the Life” we should always choose to be
involved, active, counted, and committed to "the pursuit of life,
liberty, and happiness for all.”

Let us celebrate “the miracle” of each day even as we live
through our own daily struggles!

Peace, hope, and love to you in this New Year,

—~Pastor David Fetter

Note: Pictures and infomation taken from Texas Interagency
Interfaith Disaster Response newsletter.

From Pastor Lynnae
Spiritual Tool Box

This will be last of my series on Spiritual Toolbox! Art.

For many people art is an excellent means of worshipping God.
The Christian Church has gone through phases of creation, abuse
and even destruction when it comes to ‘art’. There was a time
called the ‘Iconoclast’” movement when misguided followers
thought that others were worshipping the items of art as idols
that were opposed to God, instead of using the item as a way to
better connect to God. Today, | believe that we have a better un-
derstanding of icons, as means of support for our expressions of
worship.

| would offer two ways of trying this ‘tool’. First, you can find a
piece of art that you are interested in, maybe because of it’s
beauty or maybe because it challenges you. As you study that
piece of art, talk to God about how the art glorifies God. Maybe it
is an ancient picture of Mary and the baby Jesus. It could be a
weaving of multicolored threads. Or, maybe it is a piece of sand
art. It can really be just about anything that helps you to talk with
God.

The second possibility is to create your own piece of art, all the
while praying and asking for God’s help in the creation. After
hours of work on your own little masterpiece, knowing that you
prayed all the while, you can feel a wonderful connection to God
within your very own icon. Every time you see the piece, you re-
connect to that feeling. It is not about how good it is or how crea-
tive. It is about how the art helps you to worship and glorify God.

Good luck with your toolbox of spiritual ways to add to your devo-
tion. | pray that you keep your spiritual toolbox in good shape as
you use these ideas regularly.

Special Recognition of Service
to Our Church Family

On Sunday, January 18th, the following church staff members were
honored with prayers of thanksgiving to God for their faithful and
loving service:

Cindy Kunz — 25 years as Church Secretary/Office

Administrator

Dona Brooks — 25 years as Church Pianist

Laurie Donovan — 15 years as Assistant Church Pianist
“Well done, good and faithful servants of the Lord Jesus!”

Note: Each were given James Avery crafted jewelry with, of
course, hearts as symbols of God’s Abiding Love.
“Jesus loves you Cindy, Dona, and Laurie, and so do we!”

| was a stranger and you welcomed me.” —Matthew 25:35

During this month, consider challenging yourself to
find ways to let visitors know that they are welcome
at Abiding Love.

You might... Hras e
* greet a visitor before or after church service
* invite a visitor to join you in Sunday School
encourage a visitor to join you at one of the many
events taking place at Abiding Love, i.e. First Friday
Free Movie
* join the Cookie Brigade to welcome visitors with your
favorite homemade cookies
volunteer to serve as a greeter at a worship service
where your smile and hello insures visitors that they are

*

*

truly welcome —submitted by Nancy Shugart




HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLE.....PEOPLE..
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IN THE HOSPITAL: Marilyn Segner, South Austin, Rm. 244
Ben Fuelberg, Seton
Ruth Heidemeyer, South Austin, Rm. 359
Travis Koehler, St. David’'s, Rm. 588

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Marilyn Essinger, Julie Rompel,
Gail Wilson

HOME FROM HAND SURGERY: Herman Gonzalez
DEATHS: Edna Behrens, great aunt of Craig Hohertz

PRAYER-REQUESTS:
** Craig Hohertz ** Janea Escobedo
** Kay Nicholson ** Taylor Lunday
** Kristin Griffin ** Blake Johnson
** Marcy Cornell ** Amber Karley
** B.L. Parker ** Edna Graeber
** Harley Fetterman **Joe Santos
** R.H. Heidemeyer ** Meagan Prehn
** Al Metz ** Christian-Charles de Plicque

** For the family & friends of Jess Irwin (96 years) at his death (dear
friend of B.L. Parker & Marcie Parker & Marcilynn League)

** Amberlyn Fett (friend of Amber Karley)

** Susie Brown (Dale Sump’s neice)

** Harlan Luedecke (Pete’s brother)

** Charles Donovan (Laurie Donovan'’s father)

** For the family & friends of Dawne Sweet at her death (friends of
the Thonhoffs)

** Ty Roehfanz (Joel & Audrey Lehman’s grandson)

** Jody Lindig (Joan Hokanson’s sister-in-law)

** Edna McDonald (Coleen Thompson’s mother)

** Kyla Johnson (friend of the Villalobos family)

** Judy Kelley (Joyce Kuntschik’s daughter)

** Seth Burnett (Ann Willman’s grandson)

** Jim West (Mary Fetter's nephew)

** Kenneth & Dorothy Almquist (Diane Albin’s parents)

** Harold & Dorothy Albin (Ken’s parents)

** Denise Verquez (Tracy Yetter's sister)

** Caed Hollingsworth (B.L. & Marcie Parker’s great-great nephew)

** David Cosner (friend of the Kikta, Ayoub & Tharp families)

** Walt Fuchs ( Kenneth'’s brother)

** Dawn Hudgens (Erv & Barb Merz’'s daughter)

Prayers of safety for the following:
** Sgt. Christy Kikta & daughter, Zoe, with the U.S. Army
** Cpl Matt Hohertz with the Marines at Camp Lejuene, NC
** 2nd Lt. Melanie Meier with the Air Force
** MSgt Michael Eichler with the Air Force
** Chris Glaser serving in Iraq with the U.S. Army
** Bruce Dumler, who will be working in Kuwait for a year
(Hazeldean’s son)
** For all those in the military services overseas.

vy v v

Christopher Stephen Oritz was born on Fri., Dec. 26,
2008, to Roger & Melissa Oritz, and sister Lillia Mireles.
. Proud grandparents are Steve & Reggie Kikta.

Caden Douglas Wood was born on Thursday, January
15th to David & Leah Wood in Magnolia, TX. Proud grandparents
are Lee & Georgia Wood.

Mira Lee Drake was born Sunday, January 18th, to Brian & Laura
Drake. Proud grandparents are Philip Drake & Laurie Donovan.

“We praise God for these precious gifts of new life!”

Jan. 26—Pete Luedecke, Kay Nicholson Yo ]

Jan. 26—Shelby Atkinson e M

Jan. 28—Jeff Glaser, Shelly Haverlah, f’. H.ﬁ F-H
Kari Titus E‘i 1

Jan. 31—Marvin Haddock, Bill Nicholson

Feb. 2—McKinley Jo Noster

Feb. 4—Emma Schlultz

Feb. 5—Bill Atkinson

Feb. 6—Matthew Hohertz, Rachel Hokanson, Melissa Ortiz
Feb. 7—Ron Duncan, Michael Grimm

Please join the family of Patricia Hohertz
in honor of her 75th birthday.
Saturday, January 24th. 2009
2-4 p.m.
Abiding Love Activity Center
7210 Brush Country Rd.
Austin, TX
Please RSVP to Laurie Hohertz at Ihohertz@austin.rr.com or 512-
282-7946.
No gifts please. If you wish, please donate a canned good or non-
perishable food item to the Food Pantry.

Senior Fest 2009
February 7, 2009
Christ Lutheran Church
510 Luther Drive
Georgetown, Texas 8628

Keynote speaker: Dr. Paul Maier, Professor of Ancient History,
Western Michigan University
Theme: Christianity: The First Three Centuries—Exploring the
parallels between the early Christian church and today’s world.
Workshops too! Sonsored by Association of Lutheran Older Adults
Registration: $25.00 until January 31st. Forms available in Church Office
More information: Contact Paul F. Howe, paulfhowe@aol.com
or call (512) 864-2281

“Stephen Series” Lay Caring Ministry Workshop
Sat., Jan. 24,9 a.m.-1 p.m.
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

Contact our Church Office, 892-4040, for more information.

Chili Cook-Off

i Get out your Tums and Pepto Bismol! The Chili Cook-
' off presented by The R.O.C.K. (Sr. High Youth Group)
F is upon us once again! Is your chili so hot, it makes the
devil cry? Is it so tasty that angels sing its praises?
Well, bring it on down and join us Saturday, Jan. 31st
at 5:30 p.m. in the Activity Center, and allow us all to
sample these epicurean delights (and disasters?).

We'll settle once and for all, who is the top Chili Dog in
these parts!

Join the “Cookie Brigade”!

We are forming a “Cookie Brigade” — a group .m.ax.% ;
of people who like to bake and who are willing & & [
to, when called upon, pop a couple of dozen s !'!;' '
cookies in the oven, then bring them up to "
church. The cookies will be used for various
events at church or as a gift for first time visitors.

Cookie Brigade

If you are interested in baking cookies for the “Cookie Brigade”,
please call Reggie Kikta at 443-8947 or 965-3130. Or sign up at the
Evangelism & Outreach Kiosk in the Narthex.
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REPORT from the TREASURER

Hello Abiding Love friends! I know there are some financial concerns about the state of Abiding Love during these strained eco-
nomic times. I also know that I represent the entire Council and Stewardship/Finance Board in stating that COMMUNICATION is
the key to success — now and always! So in that spirit, here are some facts about our successes:

As of Nov. 30, 2008  As of Dec. 31, 2008
Combined General/Debt Fund Balance $38,731 $57,696

Our General/Debt Fund is how we pay all of our ongoing expenses for programs, staff and buildings. So, the Good News is that we
increased this by almost $20,000 in December — Praise the Lord!

The continued concern is this - If our Offering trend continues in 2009 as it did in 2008, we will be ‘dipping in’ to our reserves (the
General Fund) by approximately $8400 every month. (We began 2008 with $131,186 in the General Fund — YIKES!)

How can we fix this? First of all and always, PRAY for the continued outreach of our programs to so many. Next, consider
where you are in the following:

o Committed to a Fixed Amount every month - ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’! We look forward to seeing those
continued blessings in 2009.

o ‘Give as [ Can’ Offerings — While we certainly appreciate and very much need these amounts, Abiding Love must be able to
depend on a specific income, just as you need a specific income in order to maintain your home. Please consider transitioning
into a monthly Fixed Amount.

. Growth Offering - If you have been blessed with continued or improved income in your household, consider increasing your
giving by at least 1% - it can REALLY add up.

I’ll keep ya’ll in touch every month as soon as I know the totals, but in the meantime — do what I do. Look at the Weekly Offering
amounts reported in the newsletter. We need to receive an average of $10,000 every week to the combined General and Debt Funds
in order to stay afloat. Whatever the result is, praise our Savior for all that He has given to us and know that God Is In Control.

In His Prayerful Service — AL heuf_,
L Jus
Jeri Lyn Sump, Congregation Treasurer T "I. ﬂl.l
JANUARY & FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES & EVENTS Mother's Study—Tuesdays, 9:15-10:15 am
NIA CLASS—Sat., Jan. 24, 9:00 a.m. Starting: Feb 3rd in the Church Library
Sat., Feb. 1, 9:00 a.m.
7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION—Sun., Jan. 25, 4:30 p.m. ..
MIDDLE SCHOOLYOUTH GROUP—Sun., Jan. 25, 6:00 p.m. No Training.
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP—Sun., Jan. 25, 6:00 p.m. No Resume.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY—Sun., Jan. 25, 6:00 p.m. No Interview.
Sun., Feb. 1, 6:00 p.m. , .
Pastors attend Tri-Synodical Conference—Jan. 26-28 But you've got the job! Welcome to
FOOD PANTRY—Mon., Jan. 26, 1:30 p.m. motherhood....the overtime may be
Mon., Feb. 2, 1:30 p.m. grueling, the responsibility staggering,
BOY SCOUT TROOP 555—Mon., Jan. 26, 7:00 p.m. but the benefits are without equal.
Mon., Feb. 2, 7:00 p.m.
WOMEN ALIVE! BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Jan. 27, 7:00 a.m. Come learn lessons from mothers God
Tue., Feb. 3, 7:00 a.m. chose the values God wants you to know:

BIBLE STUDY—Tue., Jan. 27, 10:30 a.m.
Tue., Feb. 3, 10:30 a.m.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL—Tue., Jan. 27, 7:00 p.m.
LEGEND OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.—Tue., Jan. 27, 7:00 p.m.
ALLELUIA CHILDREN’S CHOIR—Wed., Jan. 28, 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 4, 4:30 p.m.
WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY—Thu., Jan. 29, 9:30 a.m.
Thu., Feb. 5, 9:30 a.m. Pastor Lynnae Sorensen will lead the study and
CHILDREN’S CENTER CHAPEL—Thu., Jan. 29, 9:45 a.m. conversation, using the book: A Mother’s Legacy by
Thu., Feb. 5, 9:45 a.m. .
CHOIR REHEARSAL—Thu., Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m. Jeanne Hendricks.
Thu., Feb. 5, 7:30 p.m.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL RETREAT—Sat., Jan 31, 9:00 a.m. vy v v
CHILI COOK-OFF—Sat., Jan. 31, 5:30 p.m.
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SERVING LIST

Sunday, January 25th:
Greeters—D. Essinger (8:30) + E. Davis (11:00)
Acolytes—Sara Pavey (8:30) + Nikki Sawtelle (11:00)
Flowers—Ballard, Nicholson, C. Hohertz, Mettke
Worship Assistants—Vera Kirkham 8:30) +
Audrey Lehman (11:00)

Communion Assistants—Irene Chiang, Elizabeth Collins,

Hal Schultz (11:00)
Altar Guild—Hazeldean Dumler & Amelia Mettke (8:30) +

Janice Duncan & Elaine Schultz (11:00)
Ushers—Lloyd & Karin Matthys & Verla Cook (8:30) +
Gary Andrews (11:00)

Council Assistant—Paul Atkinson

Coffee Service for January is Naomi Circle.

Sunday, February 1st:

Greeters—Duncan (8:30) + Escobedo (I 1:00)

Acolytes—Kyle Huddleston (8:30) + Kara Titus (1 1:00)

Tray Holders—]Jonathan Mettke (8:30) + Sarah Tate (I 1:00)

Flowers—Rymal

Altar Guild—]Joyce Kuntschik & Zolene Curlee (8:30) +
Billye Trostel & Lenore Moltz (11:00)

Council Assistant—Tom Hokanson

Coffee Service for February is Sarah Circle.

t+7* STATISTICS * ¢t

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11TH:
Worship - 93 (8:30) + 97 (11:00) = 190 (Total)
Sunday School - 85
*Offerings - $5,230.00 (Current) + $1,105.00 (Debt Fund) +
*Qther Offerings - $350.00 (Gifts & Memorials) +
$100.00 (ELCA Hunger) +
$657.25 (Water to Thrive) +
$50.00 (Eagle Scout Project) +
$25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$5.00 (Kairos)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18TH:
Worship - 75 (8:30) + 116 (11:00) = 191 (Total)
Sunday School - 74
*Offerings - $7,757.26 (Current) + $545.00 (Debt Fund) +
*QOther Offerings - $20.00 (Music) +
$25.00 (Food Pantry) +
$80.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) +
$135.00 (Water to Thrive)

*NOTE: These offerings include those given through Simply Giving.

Your 2008 Giving Statements are on table in the central
part of the Narthex. Please pick up your statement and save
us the postage. Thanks!

¥ MEMORIALS:

General Fund
For Tom Thomas by Ron & Cindy Kunz, Alan & Betty Matejowsky.
For Alta Percy by Richard & Marjorie Parrigan.

Gifts & Memorials
For Rex Medcalf by Erv & Barb Merz, Edna Graeber.
For Elmo Bohmann by Erv & Barb Merz, B.L. & Marcie Parker.
For Tom Thomas by Ron & Marcilynn League, Don & Sarah Morris,
B.L. & Marcie Parker.

v SPECIAL GIFT:

Food Pantry
In honor of Pat Hohertz’s birthday by Bob & Kim Thonhoff.

TRE S0 1T EATIEARES FIORLE 99 ADD A
5 FOREIHT GRNTUITF 10 THEIE COF LEIMGE"

Your support of the pantry is greatly appreciated! We had a record
number of 79 families on Jan. 12, 49 families on Jan. 5, and 40
families on Jan. 19. About 1/3 of the families are new to our pantry.
The need continues to be great. Any donations will be very helpful.
We especially need cereal, protein items, shampoo, toothpaste, and
toothbrushes. We have very few children’s books.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact
Diane McGowan, 892-4416.

There is always a need for protein items like tuna or other
canned meat, cereal, and peanut butter. Clients really appreci-
ate the shampoo and toothpaste.

Diane McGowan
Food Pantry Coordinator

Give Back the Blessings!




Middle School Youth Group

m W
We will meet this Sunday, Jan. 25th from 6-8 pm (after Confirma-
tion) in the upstairs common area for Youth Group. We will be cele-
brating all of our service efforts in 2008 and starting off the New

Year with an evening of food and fun games. Bring a snack to
share.

Senior High Youth Group
“The R.0.C.K.”
(Reliers on Christ the King)

Chili Cook-Off

The Chili Cook-Off is Saturday, January 31st, at 5:30
p.m., in the Activity Center!The R.O.C.K. will need to
meet earlier to prepare the cook-off awards and en-
tertainment. Watch your email for more information!

“Souper Bowl of Caring”

50“?!.. On Sunday, February 1st, the Senior High youth
| % * will be celebrating Super Bowl Sunday in a
#4155 "Souper" way. The R.O.C.K. will be collecting
Y non-perishable boxed and canned food items
for the Food Pantry as part of a nationwide effort to fight hun-
ger known as the “Souper Bowl of Caring”. So, don't fumble
this opportunity to help! Let's kick hunger through the goal-
posts! Blitz our baskets with food!

Remember to Recycle Everyday—
Help the Needy
and
Save Our Environment

At the end of the year we collected:
328 printer cartridges, etc
125 cell phones
61 eye glasses

By collecting these items, we can help provide 9000 meals or more
per quarter. What an excellent way to do it.

Sponsored by the Christian Service Board and Abiding Love youth
groups.

Parents: After you've read this page, please give it to you kids.

Abiding Love’s Children’s Chapel - Thursdays 9:45 A.M.

Whenever we worship - you are invited! Weekly chapel is an im-
portant part of the programming at our Children’s Center! Chapel
is led by the pastors and uses the Chapel Curriculum written by
Mary Fetter. You are always welcome to attend.

Upcoming Chapel Themes:

Jan 22: Jesus Visits the Temple
Jan 29: Jesus is Baptized
Feb 05: Jesus Calls His Disciples

Abiding Love Alleluia Children’s Choir
Wednesday afternoons
4:30--5:30 p.m.

3 year olds through 5th grade (two classes)
Join us to sing a song of LOVE!

For more information call: 892-4040

All children are welcome to join anytime!

Mark your calendars for Friday, February 6,
as a “First Friday Free Movie Night”! Come
watch a movie, eat popcorn, and drink lemonade!
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and movie starts at 7:00
p.m.
Call the Church Office, 892-4040, to find out the name of the movie
showing. We have been advised that our video copyright license
does not allow us to advertise the name of the movie.

3 N

Dear Marty,

The Bible says (somewhere) ‘pray without ceasing’, but come
on!!! | can’t pray all the time! Can 1?

Signed,
Out of touch

Dear Out of touch,

Prayer comes in many forms. Prayer is not

P d_, always a formal “Heavenly Father” kind of
=" speech. Whenever you talk within your
head - God is there. You see, if God is everywhere — then
God hears everything that you say and sees everything that
you do. The Bible also says (somewhere), ‘In all things
give thanks and praise to God’. In that way you are pray-
ing without ceasing. This can be comforting because it
reminds you that God never leaves you. It can also remind
you to try to be as Christ would want you to be — always.

Signed,
Praying Martin




BULLETIN BOARD

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Feb. 4th.
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Mon., Feb. 2nd.
Articles may be sent via e-mail to abidinglove@austin.rr.com or to
jnokanson@austin.rr.com, brought by the office on a CD or hand-
written. Thank you notes or short announcements may be called in
to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040.
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¢ From Pastor Lynnae to the work and invitation of BL Parker,
Pastor Lynnae has been asked to be the ‘Pastor of the Day’ at

the Texas Capital Building. Pastor Lynnae will give an invoca-
tion at the start of the Session for the Day of Feb. 10".

¢ From Edna Graeber to the Carolers for sharing their Christmas
music with me and for the Christmas Story booklet. Also, thank
you for the expressions of sympathy at the death of my sister,
Janice Marchand.

¢ From Johnnie Strickland: “to everyone who sent cards, called
and to Pastor Fetter and Pastor Sorensen for their visits while |
was in the hospital after surgery. Also, to the Membership Care
Board for the prayer shawl. The shawl was very comforting.”

¢ From Cindy Kunz to the Congregation for the special Christ-
mas gift! | really appreciate your support and kindness.

¢ From Cindy Kunz to the Abiding Love members and friends for
the special recognition on Sunday, January 18th, for my 25
years with the church! Thank you for the beautiful heart neck-
lace with the garnet stone. The members of Abiding Love have
made these years very special with your love and friendship. It
has been, and continues to be a blessing to do God’s work with
you all.

¢ From B. L. Parker: “Thanks to Pastor Fetter and Pastor
Lynnae for their prayers and visits during my hospital stay. |
also give thanks to my Abiding Love family for their prayers,
cards and calls of encouragement. | am truly blessed to be a
part of such a fun, loving group.”

¢ To Philip Drake and Steve Kikta for organizing the Financial
Peace University 13-week series which began on Sunday, Jan.
18th, and to all others who have assisted with leadership.

¢ To the Mixed Blessings for their musical leadership on Sunday,
January 11, 11:00 a.m.

¢ To Diane Albin for hosting the Congregation Council Dinner &
Fellowship at her home on January 16th.

¢  From the Christian Service Board and the Abiding Love Youth
to everyone who has recycled eyeglasses, ink cartridges, and
used cell phones this past year.

Special Thank You from Abiding Love Children’s Center

The Children’s Center would like to express our
deepest gratitude to Bob Thonhoff, Pat Dove, Mary
Fetter and John Austin for all of their assistance in
getting the new floors installed, new carpets laid,
and the final waxing of the new floors.

Please feel free to stop by any time and see the
beautiful new floors!
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Women of Abiding Love
WELCA Austin Conference

A message from conference planners including our own Marge
Robison:

You are invited to participate in the March 14, 2009, WELCA Austin
Conference at Faith Lutheran Church, Austin. A variety of events
will be offered to respond to your specific needs with an emphasis
on the theme of forgiveness. Come, network and enjoy the day with
other Lutheran women. This conference is for you.

Please see Diane McGowan 892-4416, or your circle chair for a reg-
istration form.

Annual Garage Sale
April 4, 2008

Mark your calendars for the annual church garage sale coor-
dinated by the youth and WELCA. Start collecting donations
and store them in your garage until April 2. If you have ques-
tions, contact Annette Smith, 280-4533

Lutheran World Relief Projects

The Abiding Love Quilters need your help -- ironing, cutting, design-
ing, and/or sewing quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We will be sew-
ing at 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 10th. Please
join us. Call Diane McGowan, 892-4416, or Amelia Mettke, 288-
1994, if you have any questions. If you cannot come, but would
like us to make up a kit of squares to sew together to make a
quilt top, please contact Diane McGowan.
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ABIDING LOVE
Vision Statement
Growing together in God’s love and sharing that love =Y
with our community.
Mission Statement Fi

Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love

Jesus Christ has for all people.

Core Values

The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and

others by:

e Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving
joyfully and freely to the Lord;

e Inviting, welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by
showing respect and love for all;

e Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian
relationships;

e  Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and
strengthened in faith through Christian education;

e Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed
membership;

e Demonstrating love through actions;
e Being excited for Jesus; and

e Praying frequently.




