
 

 
Abiding Love Lutheran Church 

7210 Brush Country Rd. 
Austin, TX 78749 

512-892-4040 

The Tie That Binds 
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Abiding Love Lutheran Church  
 
 

Sr. Pastor:  Lynnae Sorensen 
 (Office: 892-4040/Home: 899-2870)  
 Email:  lsorensen@abidinglove.org 
 

Associate Pastor:  Brad Highum 
 (Mobile: 914-6238) 
 Email:  bhighum@abidinglove.org 
 

Seminarian:  Ashley Dellagiacoma 
 

President:  Bob Thonhoff 
 (Home: 282-4480)  
 E-mail:  rht-tce@swbell.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
 

8:30 a.m. - WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 
 

8.30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. ñ NURSERY (3 years & under) 
 

9:30 - 9:45  a.m.ñCoffee/Fellowship (Reception Area) 
 

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.ñEDUCATION HOUR:  
9:45 a.m. ñ Sunday School OPENING in the Sanctuary  
 for Age 3 through 5th Grade and their  
  Parents  Middle & High School OPENING in  
 the 2nd  Floor Commons Area 
 

10:40 a.m. ñ Sunday School CLOSING in the 2nd Floor  
   Commons Area 
 

11:00 a.m.ñWORSHIP (Sanctuary)  
 

À    À    À 

 

STAFF:   
 

Office Administrator :  Cindy Kunz  
 (Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)  
 Phone:  892-4040  Fax:  892-4456 
 Email:  ckunz@abidinglove.org 
  

Business Assistant:  Joan Hokanson  
 (Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)  
 Email:  jhokanson@abidinglove.org 
 

Music Director :  Karron Lewis  
 

Pianist: Dona Brooks 
 

Assistant Pianist:  Laurie Donovan 
 

Nursery Supervisor:  Sherry Petriella 
 

Webmaster:  Tom Hokanson 
 Email:  thokanson@sbcglobal.net 
 

Abiding  Love Lutheran Church web site address:   
 www.abidinglove.org 
 

Childrenõs Center Director :  Donna Eastty 
 (Full-time program:  M-F, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
 (Part-time program:  T-F, 9:00 a.m. - I:00 p.m.) 
 Phone:  892-2777 
 Email:  allcdc4612@yahoo.com 
 

Our Childrenõs Center web site address:  
 www.main.org/allcdc 

 

À    À    À 

Love Letter No. 1270     Visit our website at: www.abidinglove.org             January 5, 2012 

 

There is a Celtic saying that heaven and earth are only three feet apart, but in the thin 
places, that distance is even smaller. A thin place is where the veil that separates heaven 
and earth is lifted and one is able to receive a glimpse of the glory of God. A contempo-
rary poet, Sharlande Sledge, gives this description: 
 

òThin Places,ó the Celts call this space, both seen and unseen, where the door between the 
world and the next is cracked open for a moment and the light is not all on the other side. God shaped 
space. Holy. 
 

Following Christmas, we enter the season of Epiphany, a word that means òto revealó or òto make 
known.ó Godõs revelation comes in these thin places. 
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Meet our Hospitality and Public Relations Coordinator ð 

Diane Albin 
 

I grew up in a small rural farming community in west central  

Kansas where my parents raised wheat and cattle.  Summers were 

spent working at the local grain elevator during wheat harvest and 

helping on the farm.  I graduated from Kansas State University 

(Go Cats!) with a BA in Grain Milling Science, and worked for 

General Mills in Cedar Rapids, Iowa for 5 years as a Food  

Processing Engineer before moving to Austin in 1992.  The high 

stress and fast paced career of providing quality and efficiency 

support to a food production facility was replaced by my new role 

as stay at home mom and professional volunteer.  Besides the 

many areas of service at Abiding Love, I've been involved in the 

girls' school activities serving on booster clubs, as room mom, 

girl scout leader... Most recently I've had the wonderful oppor-

tunity to be part of the start up of a new company, Open Arms, 

that is making a difference in the lives of refugees that have been 

relocated to Austin. 
 

Ken and I just celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary last 

month.  We have 2 daughters - Katherine who is a freshman at 

Texas Lutheran University and Emma who is a junior at Austin 

High School.  I look forward to serving Abiding Love through 

this new role as Hospitality and Public Relations Coordinator.  
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A Future with Hope é 
 
I received a lovely coffee mug, one of a number of gifts from peo-
ple of this community, as I joined you in ministry last month.  It 
struck me particularly because the message printed on it was the 
same message I had received on a card from my mother, cele-
brating my Installation at Abiding Love. God says, ñI have plans 
for you.  Plans for a future with hope.ò  Itôs from the prophecy of 
Jeremiah é 
 

ñFor surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hopeò (Jeremiah 29:11).   

 

What a beautiful affirmation as we begin to walk this pathway  
together!  Nance and I and our family have never been as warmly 
welcomed, anywhere, as we have been by the people of Abiding 
Love.  It says so much about the character of this community ï 
so much that is hopeful about prospects for shared ministry and 
service in the time to come. 
 

Jeremiah is addressing a people separated from God, exiled and 
grieving, seeking a way back.  This is certainly not the context of 
Abiding Love, but it is the situation of many, many people around 
us, whether or not theyôre even aware of it.  And I do know that 
Abiding Love has gone through some powerful transitions and 
met some significant challenges in recent years.  The good thing 
about wilderness experiences is that they invariably bring us to 
new places, of new possibility; stronger, deeper, wiser for having 
made the journey. 
 

I believe we are in just such a place.  I see it in the spirit and the 
ministries already flourishing here.  I feel it in the energy, the  
optimism, the hope of everyone I meet here.  I see it in the work 
of Food Pantry volunteers and in the service of your kids, feeding 
homeless people downtown at 5:00 in the morning. I see it in  
people gathering in worship and for challenging studies of  
Scripture, wanting to engage Godôs Word and wisdom for living.  
It is the best hope of Jeremiahôs prophetic encouragement.  Most 
importantly, it is the very heart and mind-set through which God 
can work.   
 

God is already at work in the wider community weôre called to 
serve.  And God is looking for those who will join in that work.  
Joining with God in new, creative ways ï reaching out in love to a 
world increasingly estranged from God ï will be the thing that 
takes Abiding Love to the next level. 
 

Godôs promise through the prophet is to honor that willingness to 
welcome and embrace Godôs priorities and purposes as our own.  
As Jeremiah continues, ñThen when you call upon me and come 
and pray to me, I will hear you.  When you search for me, you will 
find me; if you seek me with all your heart.ò 
 

What a blessing to make our way together! 
 
- Pastor Brad 

 

New Sermon Series 
òLiving in the Thin Placeó 

 

Jan 8: Thin Places ï Baptism of our Lord ï Mark 1:4-11 
 

Jan 15: Mystery of Friendship ï The Calling of the First  
Disciples ï John 1:43-51 
 

Jan 22: Divine Light ï John 8:12-20 (this is a departure 
from the lectionary) Jesus declares himself the light of the 
world 
 

Jan 29: Spirituality of the Senses ï Mark 1:40-45 ï (this is a 
departure from the lectionary) Healing of the Leper 
 

Feb 5: Virtues of Solitude -  Mark 1:35-39 ï (this is a depar-
ture from the lectionary) Jesus goes out to a lonely place 
 

Feb. 12: The Beauty of the Inner Harvest ïMark 1:40-45 
and 1 Cor. 9:24-27 
 

Feb. 19: Transformation: An Invitation to Freedom ï  
Mark 9:2-9 

 

Congregational Council Highlights 
December 16, 2011 

 

À Executive Committee approved to hire Diane Albin as 

 PR and Hospitality Coordinator, which had already been 
 voted and approved by the Congregation Council. 
 

À Voted to go ahead with the expansion of the Food    

 Pantry space by removing all the closets and making  
 the area one big storage room, under the direction of 
 Melvin Sanders, Director of Church Properties .  

The Tie That Binds 



 

 

Features of Celtic Spirituality: 
 

¶ Love of nature and a passion for the wild and elemental as a reminder of God's gift.  

¶ Love and respect for art and poetry.  

¶ Love and respect for the great stories and higher learning.  

¶ Sense of God and the saints as a continuing, personal, helpful presence. 

¶ Theologically orthodox, yet with heavy emphasis on the Trinity, and a love and respect for Mary, the 

Incarnation of Christ, and liturgy.  
¶ Thin boundaries between the sacred and the secular. 

¶ Unique Church structure: there were originally no towns, just nomadic settlements, hence the church 

was more monastic rather than diocesan, resulting in quite independent rules and liturgies.  
¶ Ireland was very isolated; it was hard to impose outside central Roman authority.  

¶ Influenced much by middle-eastern and Coptic monasticism. 

¶ Monasteries were often huge theocratic villages often associated with a clan with the same kinship 

ties, along with slaves, freemen, celibate monks, married clergy, professed lay people, men and 

women living side by side. 
¶ While some monasteries were in isolated places, many more were at the crossroads of provincial territories. 

¶ Women had more equal footing in ancient Irish law, thus had more equal say in church governance.  

¶ Developed the idea of having a "soul friend" ( anamchara) to help in spiritual direction.  

¶ Invented personal confession. 

¶ Oral word-based culture; most of the people were illiterate but had great memorization skills. They loved to hear great stories.  

¶ A sense of closeness and immanence between the natural and supernatural. 

¶ A mandate for hospitality.  

¶ Emphasis on family and kinship ties.  

St. John's Cross, Iona   
(Photo by Anne-Marie Ellis)  

Book Review 
By Frederic and Mary Ann Brussat 

 

Anam Cara  
A Book of Celtic Wisdom  
John O'Donohue 
HarperCollins 12/98 Paperback $13.00 
ISBN: 0-06-092943-X 
 

It is time to sing the praises of another cartographer of soul whose 
imaginative vision is as poetic, passionate, and philosophical as 
Thomas Moore's. Just listen to how Catholic priest and scholar 
John O'Donohue begins Anam Cara: "It is strange to be here. The 
mystery never leaves you alone. Behind your image, below your 
words, above your thoughts, the silence of another world exists. A 
world lives within you. No one else can bring you news of this  
inner world." 
 

Tapping into the rich mine of Celtic spirituality, poetry, and stories, 
O'Donohue explores the mystery of friendship where two souls are 
united in awareness, intimacy, and mutuality. He moves on to a 
celebration of the spirituality of the senses, which are bridges to 
the world and thresholds of soul. Next O'Donohue examines the 
luminous virtues of solitude. Here he salutes silence as the sister 
of the Divine. A chapter on work as a poetics of growth is followed 
by "Aging: the Beauty of the Inner Harvest." For O'Donohue old 
age is a time of living in rhythm with your soul, your life, and the 
Divine. The final chapter affirms death as an invitation to freedom. 
 

Anam Cara will stir your soul and stoke the fires of your imagina-
tion. You'll come away from this masterwork with fresh apprecia-
tion of longing as the presence of the divine, the heart as the inner 
face of your life, the body as a sacrament, spirituality as the art of 
transfiguration, solitude as the illumination of your soul, and the 
precious gift of being present at the sacrament of someone's 
death. 

Abiding Love is invited to  

     ñTaste Worshipò with Peder Eide 
 

Sunday, January 29th @ 7:00pm  
New Life Lutheran Church in Dripping Springs  

Families with children of all ages are welcome! 
For youth and parents who are looking for deeper relationships and 

stronger spiritual connection, Taste Worship is a highly interactive  

experience of worship together, led by Peder Eide, that will é 
 

Å expand your vision and understanding of worship  

Å engage you with each other in meaningful prayer and conversation 

Å explore practical "ingredients" to connect spiritually throughout 

 the week  
 

Peder is a Christian musician from Rosemount, Minnesota.  For nearly 

1/3 of his life he has led Christ-centered praise and worship for youth 

conferences, festivals, camps, churches, and any other venues where 

teenagers and pre-teens have gathered.   In conjunction with the theme 

of his 10th CD, TASTE AND SEE, Peder felt God calling him to a 

heartfelt mission to unite moms and dads and brothers and sisters in 

one setting where they could ñTASTE WORHIPò together. Through 

this exciting new ministry, families are exposed to the power of pray-

ing with and for one another. They are equipped with practical tools 

that will transform their lives, guiding them into a lifestyle of worship. 

This has proven to be widely effective on a spiritual level, but equally 

fun and rewarding for families to grown in their bond together.  Peder 

says, ñI want to help families worship. My vision is to encourage their 

connection with Jesus while at the same time helping them to engage 

with one another in worship at home, work, school, and on vacation. 

This is in addition to their regular Sunday worship.ò  
 

For more information or go to www.pedereide.com 
 

Come join us and ñTaste Worshipò in a new way! 
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* À *   STATISTICS    * À *  

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH : 
 

Worship -  82 (8:30)  +  126 (11:00)  =  208 (Total) 

*Offerings - $9,382.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   

*Other Offerings - $4,150.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 

 $1,345.00 (Food Pantry)  + 

 $20.00 (Good Samaritan)  + 

 $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 

 $500.00 (Music Fund)  + 

 $6.79(Sunday School for Food Pantry) 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH : 

Pastor Brad Highumõs Installation - 121 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH : 
 

Worship - 103 (8:30)  +  143 (11:00)  =   246 (Total) 

*Offerings - $9,875.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   

*Other Offerings - $8,372.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 

 $1,286.00 (Thrivent Choice)  + 

 $100.00 (Gifts & Memorials)  + 

 $2,105.00 (Food Pantry)  + 

 $5.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 

 $45.00 (Music Fund)  + 

 $7.00 (Sunday School for Food Pantry)   

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH:  
 

Worship - 97 (8:30)  +  140 (11:00)  =  237 (Total) 

*Offerings - $9,299.50 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   

*Other Offerings - $2,670.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 

 $890.00 (Food Pantry)  + 

 $2,220.00 (Staff Gifts)  + 

 $22.01  (Sunday School for Food Pantry)   

 

CHRISTMAS EVE, DECEMBER 24TH : 
 

Worship - 240 (6:00 P.M.)  +  150 (8:00 P.M.) 

*Offerings - $6,130.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   

*Other Offerings - $315.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 

 $220.00 (Food Pantry)  + 

 $20.00 (ELCA Hunger)  + 

 $10.00 (Kairos Prison Ministry)  + 

 $100.00 (Water to Thrive)  + 

 $20.00 (Youth) 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH : 
 

Worship - 52 (9:30 A.M.)   

*Offerings - $1,893.00 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   

*Other Offerings - $315.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)   

 

END OF YEAR, DECEMBER 30:  
 

Offerings - $6,022.98 (Mission & Ministry Fund)  +   

Other Offerings - $1,525.00 (Imagine Capital Appeal Fund)  + 

 $25.00 (Food Pantry)  + 

 $25.00 (Staff Gifts)  + 

 $2,000.00 (Good Samaritan Fund) 
  

* Includes offerings given through Simply Giving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ǆ  MEMORIALS : 

 
Food Pantry 

 For Norma Hurst by Hazeldean Dumler 

 For Ida Von Quintus by Annette Smith 

 For Fletcher Smith by Annette Smith 

 For Jerry Robinette by Annette Smith 

 For Hope Marie Pugh by Pat Hohertz 

 For Claire Wilson by Pat Hohertz 

 For Amberlynn Fett by Tom & Joan Hokanson 

 For B.L. Parker by Kathy Robertson 

 For Frances Brooks by Bob & Kim Thonhoff, Kurt &  

  Gloria Rech, Janice Duncan, Hazeldean Dumler,  

  James Werchan Family, Lloyd & Karin Matthys,  

  Diane McGowan, Marcy Cornell, Clyde & Vick Sutton, 

  Lee & Georgia Wood, Annette Smith, Royce & Sherry 

  Abrahamson 

 
Music Ministry 

 For B.L. Parker by Kathy Robertson 

 
Christian Education 

 For Amberlynn Fett by Bob & Kim Thonhoff 

 For Elton Krause by Bob & Kim Thonhoff 

 
Mission & Ministry 

 For Claire Wilson by Greta Rymal 

 For Claire Wilson by Marcie Parker 

 For Clyde Perry by Marcie Parker 

 
Capital Appeal 

 For Frances Brooks by Bill & Di Brophy, Melinda Nickless,  

  Joel & Audrey Lehman, Ron & Cindy Kunz 

 
Ǆ  SPECIAL GIFTS : 

 

Food Pantry 

 In honor Diane McGowan Birthday by Lloyd & Karin  

  Matthys, Clyde & Vicki Sutton, Marcie Parker, Janice  

  Duncan, George & Rosa Hatfield, Morris & Coleen  

  Thompson, Joyce Kuntschik, Annette Smith 

 
 In honor of Pastor Brad Highumõs installation by Marcie  

  Parker, Bill & Di Brophy, Annette Smith 

 

 In honor of Charlie & Ann Lundayõs Birthdays by  

  Annette  Smith 
 

Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY 2012 
 

  1 Travis Gonzalez 
 Cheryl Lundberg 
  2 Jared Clarkson 
 Andrew Olson 
 Kora Renfro 
 Matthew Wyatt 
  3 Clark Beach 
  4 Murray Collins 
 Karron Lewis 
  6 Denise Barr 
 Di Brophy 
  8 John Kuntschik 
 Ella McHargue 
 Coleen Thompson 
 Kelly Wyatt 
10 R.H. Heidemeyer 
11 Janice Duncan 
 Jonathan Jones 
12 Erik Atwell 
 Mason Tate 
14 Beth Freeborn 
15 Caden Wood 

    Grief Support Group 
 

The Grief Support Group will meet January 8th, at 3 
pm, in the Church Library. 

Grow   Love   Share   Serve   Celebrate 

16 Hal Schultz 
18 Macey Roberts 
20 Melvin Sanders 
23 Pat Hohertz 
 Michael Leoni 
24 Dana Hollien 
 Pastor Lynnae Sorensen 
 Kim Sump 
25 Pete Luedecke 
 Kay Nicholson 
26 Shelby Atkinson 
28 Jeff Glaser 
 Kari Titus 
31 Marvin Haddock 
 Bill Nicholson 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers 
 

Caregiver classes at St. Catherineôs beginning Feb. 2, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for six weeks.  Call 892-2433 for more infor-
mation. 
 

Class Descriptions: 
Class #1:  Taking Care of You 
Class #2:  Identifying and Reducing Personal Stress 
Class #3: Communicating Feelings, Needs, and  
 Concerns 
Class #4:  Communicating in Challenging Situations 
Class #5:  Learning From Our Emotions 
Class #6:  Mastering Caregiving Decisions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL:  Marilyn Essinger 
 

DEATHS:  Frances Brooks, sister of Gloria Kizer, and member of 
  Abiding Love since September 28, 2003. 
     Irene Mason, aunt of Cynthia Langham & Linda Rowell 
 

PRAYER-REQUESTS:   
** Ruth Heidemeyer 
** Ray Flachmeier 
** Charlie Lunday 
** Elsie Polso 
** Dale Metz 
** Zolene Curlee 
** Carolyn Johnson 
** Jack Robbins 
** Ann Lunday 
** Shirley Lifsey 
** Johnnie Strickland 
** Emy Griggs 
** Blake Johnson 
** Edna Graeber 
** Christian-Charles dePlicque 
  

** Ralph Hatfield (George ós brother) 
** Van Langham (Cynthia Langhamôs brother) 
** Hertha Cosby (Audrey Lehmanôs mother) 
** Mary Beth Ferrell (Reggie Kiktaôs friend) 
** James Schaad (brother of Rose Leoni) 
** Michael Percy (Oranôs son & Linda Corhanôs brother) 
** Edna McDonald (Coleen Thompsonôs mother) 
** Cody Rogers (Lloyd & Karin Matthysô grandson in Afghanistan) 
** For all those in the military services overseas. 

 
Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
BIRTHS: 
 

Marley Rose Dellagiacoma was born on October 27th, 
to Ashley & Mark Dellagiacoma. 
ñWe praise God for this precious gift of new life!ò 
 
 
Adele Rene Fissler was born on December 8th, to 
Nick & Melissa Fissler. 
ñWe praise God for this precious gift of new life!ò 
 

Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 
 

Pastor Bradôs contact information: 
 

Brad & Nance Highum 
265 Vail River Rd. 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620 
Mobile phone:  512-914-6238 
bhighum@abidinglove.org 

..PEOPLE.....PEOPLEé..PEOPLE.. 

Happy  
Birthday! 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE! 
 

We all have new email addresses as listed below. Please 
add these to your email address book and begin using 
them. We will be disconnecting our  austin.rr.com address-
es in the near future. 

 

Pastor Lynnae Sorensen: 
 lsorensen@abidinglove.org 
Pastor Brad Highum: 
 bhighum@abidinglove.org         
 youth@abidinglove.org 
Cindy Kunz: 
 ckunz@abidinglove.org 
 info@abidinglove.org 
Joan Hokanson: 
 jhokanson@abidinglove.org 
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Abiding Love Prayer Chain 
 

If you have a prayer request, please send it to: 
abidingloveprayerchain@hotmail.com  
 

To be on the list to receive Prayer Chain requests, call Hal 
Schultz, 280-4999, or email Hal Schultz at 

Thank You Notes continued: 

§ The family of Frances Brooks would like to thank Pastor 
Lynnae and Pastor Brad for the hospital visits, and the sup-
port they gave her family at that difficult time. Also, for the 
many prayers, love and support from the Abiding Love family. 
Thank you to the Membership Care Board and all who helped 
with the lunch after Francesô funeral. 

 

§ ñThank you all so muchð The cookies were so good and I  

enjoyed the candy, too. Thank you for all the nice things you 
have done for me. God Bless you all and I pray you will have 
a great year ahead. Love, Zolene Curleeò 

 

§ Thank you to everyone for the generous staff gift and many 
sweet Christmas greetings. All of you make Abiding Love a 
wonderful place to work! May each of you have a year filled 
with love, joy, peace, and hope! 

 

Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 

Thank You! 
§ Thank you to Emily Hohertz for helping with the artwork for 
our 6 PM Family Christmas Eve Service! 

 

§ Thank you to those that helped with the story bags for the 6 
PM Family Christmas Eve Service; Sherry Abrahamson, Di 
Brophy, Nanette Dew, Georgia Wood, and Drenda Haddock. 

 

§ Thanks to Kim and Bob Thonhoff for hosting the Council  
Christmas Party! 

 

§ Thanks to Mary Fetter, Holly Leoni, and Kim Thonhoff for   
helping with the narrative for the 6 PM Christmas Eve Ser-
vice! 
 

§ ñThanks to the congregation for the generous gift I received 
this Christmas. Your expressions of Love are so appreciated. 
I am truly blessed to be a part of the ministry at Abiding Love 
and I tell all my friends all the time!ò - Pastor Lynnae 

 

§ Thanks to Karron Lewis, Mary Fetter and LuAnn Glowacz for 
the offers of special music this Advent and Christmas season. 
Thanks to the instrumentalists, the Choir and director, Karron 
Lewis and accompanist, Dona Brooks for the beautiful Canta-
ta ñThe Christmas Roseò. It was like receiving a bouquet! 
 

§ Thanks to Mixed Blessings for continuing to bless us with 
music and verse that lift our hearts and minds especially this 
Christmas season. 

 

§ Thanks to everyone who participated in the Angels in Our 
Midst for the teachers and staff of Childrenôs Center. They so 
appreciated your thoughtfulness. 

 

§ Thank you to Holly Leoni for leading the Childrenôs Christmas 
Program and thanks to the many children and their parents 
who helped to tell the sacred story! 

 

§ Thanks to the carolers and to the Parish Fellowship Board for 
the soup supper following the merriment! 

 

§ Thanks to the Altar Guild and youth for the ódecking of the 
hallsô! 

  

§ Thanks to the Council for providing the meal for Interfaith 
Hospitality Network in December. 

 

§ Thanks to Laurie Donovan and Philip Drake for hosting the 
Childrenôs Outreach Ministry Board Christmas party! 

 

§ Thanks to Di Brophy and Amelia Mettke for sewing new 
stoles for our pastors and new paraments for our altar. 

 

§ ñI want to thank all the folks at Abiding Love for your thought-
ful cards and gifts to our family as we joined you this past 
month. What a blessing it is to be in ministry here and to 
share the faith journey with all of you.  Godôs blessings and 
peace to you in the new year!   - Pastor Brad, Nance and the 
family.ò 

 

§ Thank you to the people who worked on the Food Pantry 
renovation: Melvin Sanders, Joel Lehman, Andrea & Terry 
Wyatt, Gary Andrews, Morris Thompson, Lloyd Matthys,  
Nader & Kyle Ayoub.  

§ To Jan Haas for coordinating the Lutheran Social Services 
Angel tree and all those who donated gifts to the children 

§ To Sue Milam, Pastor Lynnae, Debra Ayoub and especially 
Hal and Elaine Schultz for providing a delicious chili dinner to 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network families. 

§ To Jorge Cox for being the Interfaith Hospitality Network 
overnight host. 

§ A big Thank you to all the dedicated hardworking Food    
Pantry volunteers who served a record 1,393 people in 319 
families in November! 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER will be mailed on Wed., Feb. 1st. 
Please get your articles to the Church Office by Wed., Jan. 25th.  
 

Articles may be sent via e-mail to: jhokanson@austin.rr.com, 
brought by the office on a CD, or handwritten. Thank you notes or 
short announcements may be called in to Joan or Cindy, 892-4040. 

ABIDING LOVE 
 

Vision Statement   
Growing together in Godôs love and sharing that 
love with our community. 
                 

 Mission Statement 
Growing in the Holy Spirit to serve God and celebrate the love  
Jesus Christ has for all people.   
 
Core Values 
The people of Abiding Love Lutheran Church will serve God and 
others by: 

¶ Establishing a strong, unique, and focused ministry by giving 

joyfully and freely to the Lord; 

¶ Inviting,  welcoming, accepting and encouraging others by 

showing respect and love for all; 

¶ Fostering fellowship among members by building Christian  

        relationships; 

¶ Striving to learn and equip themselves by being grounded and 

strengthened in faith through Christian education; 

¶ Nurturing children and youth towards responsible, confirmed 

membership; 

¶ Demonstrating love through actions; 

¶ Being excited for Jesus; and 

¶ Praying frequently. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Middle School Youth Group 

 

This Sunday, January 8th, 6 p.m., we will have dinner in 
the Activity Center, then go to see the Labyrinth at St. Al-
binôs Episcopal Church to experience this ancient practice 
of  prayer and meditation. 
 

On January 22nd, we will learn line dancing, so wear your 
boots if you have them, and be ready for some fun! 

On Sunday, January 29th, the R.O.C.K. will go to lunch  
immediately following 2nd service. 

Grow    
 Love    
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R.O.C.K High School Youthôs  

Chili Cook-Off and Ironing Man Competition 

takes place  
THIS SUNDAY, January 8, at 12:15 
 in the Fetter Activity Center 

 
Thereôs still time for you to enter your champion chili or 
show off your skill with an iron. 
 

Chili Cooks é please respond by return email that youôll 
be competing.  Then bring your chili in a crock pot on Sun-
day to the Activity Center during second service and weôll 
plug it in so itôs good and hot! 
 

Ironing Men é please respond by return email.  Then 
bring your iron and board to the Activity Center.   
 

You can enter either or both competitions.  There are a 
wide range of categories with awards for the winners.  Or, 
you can simply come and enjoy some great chili, and watch 
the ironing men in action.  Donations of wrinkled clothes 
are greatly appreciated, (and we hope the clothes come 
back to you slightly less wrinkled than before). Please 
come and support the R.O.C.K. High School Youth!   
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A REMINDER FROM YOUR RECYCLE & GARAGE SALE GRANNY, ANNETTE SMITH! 
  

The Christmas Holiday Season has ended and a New Year has arrived! As you prepare your hearts and your homes for this 

new year,  please remember to count your blessings and to be mindful of how you can also help those less fortunate than you 

each day of the year all year round and help save God's beautiful creation! So start packing up all of those items you no longer 

need or use or discard which can help benefit our Annual Church Garage Sale, Youth, Christian Service Outreach Programs, 

Church Food Pantry & Recycle Ministry! 
  

Gently Used Books help bring smiles and joy to our Food Pantry Children and their family or caregivers all year round! Also 

bring your egg cartons and plastic, paper and re-useable bags or new unused personal care items at any time to help our Food 

Pantry Workers and Clients.  
  

Help support our Recycle Ministry year round with your Gently Used Children's or Adult Clothes and help provide dignity to 

those in need. The Used Cell Phones and Printer Cartridges help provide meals for the hungry and the Eye & Sun Glasses & 

Hearing Aides help those in need and with housing. Your Newspapers, Magazines, Catalogs, Mail & Papers for the Paper  

Retriever Bin helps support our Youth ministry. 
  

Mark your calendars now for March 24th and begin packing up and sorting those other unused & unneeded items for our next 

Annual ALLC Garage Sale! We will begin to set up and prepare for another great successful event on March 22nd and 23rd. 

So watch for the many upcoming opportunities you will have to sign up to help make this another great successful event. In 

2011, we had a net income of over $7500 and we are hoping to do as well or even better in 2012! Help support our Youth as 

they benefit from the funds which will help with expenses for Summer Camps, Conventions, Scholarships and Christian Ser-

vice Outreach Ministries. 
  

Thank You for being an important part of God's ALLC Christian Service Team each new day 

all year round! 

Southwest Texas Synod 
2012 High School Youth Gathering 

 

The annual Southwest Texas Synod High School Youth 
Gathering will be January 14-16 at the Omni South Park  
Hotel in Austin.  Nine high school youth are signed up to  
attend!  Sponsors are Angela Renfro, Greg Dew, and Pas-
tor Brad Highum. 



 

 

Childrenôs Center Corner 
 

The Children's Center had some  
unexpected time off over the Christmas 
holidays.  A pipe in the kitchen broke 
and we had 750 gallons of water 
throughout our building.  I want to thank 
Melvin Sanders for assisting me with 
decision making and overseeing the 
extraction service. We are still drying 
out at night, but up and running during 
the day. 
 

Please pray for the Board of Directors as they begin their 
search for a new director for the Children's Center.  I know 
God will lead the right person to us.  
 

Happy New Year to each of you.  Thank you for being so 
supportive of our ministry. 
 
Sincerely, 
Donna Eastty, 
Childrenôs Center Director 
 

Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 

 
Adult Sunday School 

 

The Bible Boosters class meets in the downstairs classroom 
with their book study sequence, Joshua, Judges, Ruth- God  
Instructs the People of God by  Brian Peterson, offering a Biblical 
reading connected to life application discussions.  
 

The Pastorôs Study, led by Pastor Lynnae Sorensen just finished  
a study on the gospel of Mark, and will begin a new study for 
adults, Experiencing Jesus, on Sunday, January 8th. Join us  
every Sunday - 9:45 (or so) in the Fetter Activity Center! 

 

Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 

Grow   Love   Share   Serve   Celebrate 

 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
 

Childrenôs Center Chapel 
Every Thursday 

9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Revelation Bible Study 
Every Tuesday Morning 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 

Pastor Brad Highum began a new study 
on the book of Revelation in October. 
This Tuesday morning Bible Study, 
10:30 ï 11:30 a.m., is held weekly in the 
downstairs classroom. Itôs not too late to 
join the class. 

 

Everyone is invited! 

Storyteller Training Opportunity: 
 

If you are interested in becoming a Godly Play storyteller, 
there will be training on Sunday, January 29

th
 at 12 noon.   

A light lunch will be provided.  All current Godly Play door 
persons that are interested in being able to storytell, as well 
as anyone else that is interested in joining Godly Play or 
learning more about this wonderful curriculum is invited to 
attend.   
 

So that we can plan accordingly for food and training mate-
rials, please RSVP by January 22 to Kim Thonhoff (282-
4480) or Holly Leoni (282-2495).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Godly Play News 
 
 

January 2012 
 

¶ Thank you to all the children who participated in the 
Christmas Program.  It was a wonderful way to experience 
the Christmas story ï a true gift of love! 
 

¶ Thank you to all the congregational members who sup-
ported the children by attending their program and allowing 
them to share this gift of love with you! 
 

¶ Thank you to all the Middle School & High School youth 
who assisted Holly Leoni in leading the Childrenôs Christ-
mas Program ï we appreciate your leadership and willing-
ness to volunteer.  Also, a special thanks to the Middle 
School & High School adult leaders for assisting in coordi-
nating the sign-up of volunteers. 
 

¶ Thank you to the Parish Fellowship Board for preparing 
the gift bags for the children and for hosting the party that 
followed the Christmas Program. 
 

¶ Thank you to the Christian Education Board for approv-
ing the purchase of the additional Books of the Bible sets to 
be used in the Godly Play classrooms ï we appreciate your 
support. 
 

Ǆ    Ǆ    Ǆ 

 

Christian Education  
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Southwestern Texas WELCA 

Austin Area 

March 10, 2012 

First Lutheran Church 

130 West Holland St. 

San Marcos, Texas 78666 
 

ñLove the YOU God Madeò 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
 

ñDonôt you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy   

Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do 

not belong to yourself for God bought you with a high price. So 

you must honor God with your body.ò 
 

To register, contact:  Cindy House, 512-392-2064 or email: 

firstlutheran@grandecom.net 

Registration Fee:  $15.00 

Hello Amazing 1house Volunteers and Fans! 
 
Thank youéfrom the bottom of my heart, thank you. You 
are amazing, generous, and always come through for us.  
We hit our funding goal before the stroke of midnight New 
Yearôs Eve! 
 

With your support, everything is possible! May 2012 reap 
generous blessings on you just as you have so generously 
shared your time and money with Austin families in need. 
 

Don't forget to sign up to volunteer for the work event on 
Saturday, January 14! Please call the Church Office, 892-
4040, or email us at  
 info@abidinglove.org  if you want to sign up to work. Also 
look for a sign-up table in the Narthex on Sunday. 
  
Regards, 
 
Elizabeth Frisch 
Director of Development 
elizabeth@nurturedworld.org 
 

 

 

 

 
Financial Peace University preview is this Sunday, Jan. 8th, at 5 p.m., in 

the First Floor Classroom. Classes begin on Sunday, Jan. 15th, 5 p.m. 

Contact Lindsey Drake,  (512) 524-3697, for more information. Child-

care is provided if requested in advance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report for December: 
Households served: 213 
Individuals served: 949 
New clients served: 94 
Pounds of food from non-Capital Area Food Bank: 2000 
 

Last Month for Food Pantry Thrivent Matching Funds Grant 
 

Our Food Pantry has received a matching grant from Thrivent. 
For every dollar that is contributed to our food pantry until Janu-
ary 31st Thrivent will match dollar for dollar up to $10,000! We 
receive donations of canned goods from our Church and other 
organizations, but the Food Pantry is funded solely by contribu-
tions from members of our congregation that are designated for 
the Food Pantry.   
 

During these difficult economic times the need for food is great. 
November we provided food to a record 1,393 people in 319 fami-
lies. In December we had a record 90 new families receive food 
from the food pantry for the first time. Our cash reserves have 
reduced by almost 50% over the last year. This matching grant is 
a blessing and an opportunity to help us meet this growing need 
in our community.  
 

For every $1 you donate during the matching funds period we will 
be able to obtain 14 pounds of food from the Capital Area Food 
Bank. 14 pounds of food equals 12 jars of peanut butter or 19 
large cans of tuna fish. $3 will provide 40pounds of food, enough 
for a family of four.  
 

 We are grateful for the generous ongoing financial support of our 
congregation. We would like to encourage you to donate to the 
food pantry during this grant period. Donations can be made 
marked "food pantry" and placed in the offering plate or turned 
into the Church Office. 

 February 13, 2012  

FREE Mammograms at Abiding Love Lutheran Church  

Clinical breast exams, breast self-exam, and mammography are the best 

fight against breast cancer for ALL women. Early detection is the key! It 

is important for women to learn how to examine their own breasts month-

ly since most lumps are found by women themselves.  

CRITERIA:  

ǅ Must be at least 40 years old.  

ǅ No breast implants, not pregnant, not breast feeding, and no current 

breast problems.  

ǅ No insurance, Medicaid, Medicare (exceptions will be made for women 

who are low income and insured with a very high deductable.)  

ǅ Must be low income.  

ǅ No previous mammograms within the past year.  

ǅ No history of breast cancer  
 

Normally a mammogram would be approximately $200.00 - $300.00. 

Due to a generous donation from the Austin Area Affiliate of the Susan G. 

K omen Foundation for the Cure the mammogram screening will be free 

of charge. The Clinical Breast Exams will be provided by a Certified 

Cancer Screening Nurse. Education materials and breast self-exam 

teaching will also be offered at this screening.  
 

For your appointment please call Seton Cancer Screening  

512-505-5528 or 1-866-294-4923 

 
 

 
 

 
JANUARY 2012  

 

Caring for Austin's Needs:   

Food Pantry Volunteer Appreciation  

1house at a Time - January 14 
 

For more information, check our website at 

www.abidinglove.org 
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